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Fort Ontario and the Revolutionary Period
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The Revolutionary Period 
    In June, 1775, the Tory leader, Guy Johnson, nephew of Sir William Johnson, 
assembled a large party of Tories and Mohawk Indians at Fort Ontario with 
other Iroquois in an effort to enlist their aid on the side of England for the 
forthcoming struggle. At a similar  meeting in July 1777 at Fort Ontario plans 
were formulated to encourage these tribes to join St. Leger’s expedition toward 
Albany, in support of Burgoyne’s advance by way of Lake Champlain. The last 
military movement of the Revolution was directed against Oswego. Conscious 
of its importance to the British in their relations with the Indians, Washington 
sent Colonel Marinus Willett, with a force of five hundred men, to surprise and 
capture Fort Ontario. News that terms of peace had already been agreed upon in 
Europe had not yet been received when Willett’s expedition set out from Ft. 
Schuyler on February 8, 1783. When they reached Oswego, they found the 
British garrison prepared and ready, ,and in accordance with Washington’s 
order, retreated without an attack as Willett’s force was not sufficiently strong to 
carry the fort by storm.  

Portrait of Colonel Marinus Willett by Ralph Earl (1752-1801), c. 
1791, oil on canvas. This image is the public domain because the 
copyright term is the author’s life plus 100 years or less. 
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