Oswego and The Civil War: Company A 24th Infantry
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"TWAS FORTY-EIGHT YEARS AGO TODAY

That Company A, Twenty-fourth Infantry, Left Oswego.

First Company Organized in This County for the Civil War — Saw Two Years of Hard Fighting —

List of Officers and Men Who Marched Away.

On April 15th, 1861, President Lincoln issued his call for 75,000 volunteers to put down the uprising in
the South, which was then generally considered nothing more than a short-lived riot. Within twenty-four
hours John D. O’Brian, then twenty-eight years old, was busily engaged in enlisting a company in this

city. He went about the streets with the enlistment paper and had no
trouble in securing signers. T/he company held a meeting in the rooms in
East Bridge street, over the store now occupied by E.H. Farrell, and were
sworn in. Officers were elected and on April 26th, 1861, forty-eight years
ago today, Company A, of the Twenty-fourth United States Volunteer
Infantry, the first company of volunteers to go from Oswego county for
the Civil War, left this city for Elmira.

The officers and members of the Company as it marched away from
Oswego follow:

OFFICERS.
Captain — John D. O’Brian.
First Lieutenant — Samuel H. Brown.
Ensign — Daniel C. Hubbard.
First Sergeant — William 1. Shephard.
Second Sergeant — Orren M. Stevens.
Third Sergeant — Peter Salmon.
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John D. O’Brian, Captain, Company A,
24th Infantry. Image from: http://

mna.n; historic/reghist/civil/infan
24thInt/24thInfPersonOBrian.htm
New York State Military Museum, and
Veterans Research Center.
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in East Bridge street, over. the store

now occupied by E. H. Farrell, and

were sworn 4n. Officers were clecied
and on April 26Gth, ‘1861, forty-eight
years ago today,. Company A, of the

Twenty-fourth United States: Volunteer

Infantry, the first company of volun-

teers to go from Oswego county for the

Civil War, leftthis city for Elmira.
The officers and members ‘of the

Company as it marched away from Os-

wego follow:

OFFICERS,
Cnplalu—John D. 0’Brian.
First Lieutenant—Samnel H. Brown.
Ensign—Daniel C. Hubbard.

. First Sergeant-—William I.Shephard,
Second Sergeant—Orren M. Stevens.
Third Sergeant—VPeter Salmon.
Fourth Sergeant—Hugh H. Herron.
First Corporal—John A: Chase.
Second Corporal—Charles Newell.
Third Corporal—Henry Baker.
Fourth Corporal—Francis J. Bradt.
Musician—Charles Miles.
Musician—Francis E. N. Stone.

PRIVATES,

Nameo. Ago. Nativity.
Andrews, Liscomb L.... 24 U. 8.
Bidwell, Zeb.iocsrarscs -, 20 U. 8.

urns, Edward........ 30  Ireland
Butris, Hatuel.cccceeeens 23  Ireland
Columbas, Ezra C....ccc.. 22 Canads
Cullahan, Patrickeeeeeen. 22  Canads
Carpenter, Horraco 21 U. 8.
Cook, Lewis. . . 29 Germany
Campbe\l Jonuhm D 24 U. 8.
Crop, Fitzhugh......... o4 U. 8.,
Du.nn, Jeromiah oceeoiees . 19 Ircland
Georgo ceareeens 28 U. 8.

be, "Richard... v 20 Ircland
vnn, Mnchul « 21 OnSea
Flynn, Michael.. . 21 U.8.
nn, Thomas. E ......... 31  Ireland
Gdhnn Cimrla -------- + 22 Iveland
Gl.nty. 'Ibomu - 92 Ircland
Hason, James... evee 22 Canada
Helry, John, veeee 20 Ireland
Himel, Wlllmn H . 24 U.S.
Heos, Toasc... el 20 U.8.
Hunter, Patnck H ------ 20 Ireland
Trwin, John Tareeserse - - .. 21 U.S.
Johison, weekertenne, 26 Cnnz%.
Knifin, Willismd L..-.. 26 0.8.
King, Chatleseeeico oo 26 Germany
Larkin, Gilbert . 22 U. S
1 Lynch, John ceseese .10 Ireland
. Lappin, . teeeeaeas 22 U.8.
‘Hobm. Thomas sseeeeee-. 22 Ireland

Fourth Sergeant — Hugh H. Herron.

First Corporal — John A. Chase.

Second Corporal — Charles Newell.

Third Corporal — Henry Baker.
Fourth Corporal — Francis J. Bradt.
Musician — Charles Miles.
Musician — Francis E. N. Stone.

PRIVATES.
Name. Age.
Andrews, Liscomb L.............. 24
Bidwell, Zeb........coovvviiinn. 20
Burns, Edward..................... 30
Bufris, Samuel..................... 23
Columbus, EzraC................. 22
Cullahan, Patrick.................. 22
Carpenter, Horrace................ 21
Cook, Lewis........ovvvvnnnnn.... 29
Campbell, Jonathan D. ........... 24
Crop, Fitzhugh..................... 24
Dunn, Jeremiah.................... 19
Evarts, George..................... 28
Ebbs, Richard...................... 20
Flynn, Michael..................... 21
Flynn, Michael..................... 21
Flynn, Thomas F. .................. 31
Galligan, Charles................... 22
Garity, Thomas..................... 22
Hason, James........................ 22
Henry, John......................... 20
Himes, William H.................. 24
Hess, Isaac.............ccoooviini. 22
Hunter, Patrick H.................. 29
Irwin, John T................. 21
Johnson, Caleb............... 26
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U.S.
Germany
U.S.
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U.S.
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On Sea
U.S.
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U.S.
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Kniffin, William L. ......... 26
King, Charles................. 26
Larkin, Gilbert............... 22
Lynch, John.................. 19
Lappin, John................. 22
Mehan, Thomas............. 22
Mardle, Henry............... 22
Mattison, Hiram............. 29
McManus, Frederick........ 23
McCeraith, John............... 27
Mott, John..................... 23
Norton, John G............... 23
New, John..................... 19
Prindle, Nelson............... 23
Everts, George................. 28
Root, James A................. 7
Root, George.................. 7
Robinson, Warren............. 23
Rogers, William............... 44
Rogers, Willis, J. .............. 26
Roulston, Josiah................ 20
Ryan, Patrick................... 19
Rathburn, Richard............ 21
Shephard, Isaac............... 21
Stevens, Orren M.............. 23
Storing, Homer H............ 23
Sterling, Joseph............... 21
Sherman, Philip............... 25
Thompson, Smith M......... 35
Taylor, George M.............. 28
Taylor, George F............ 22
Twitchell, Stephen........... 22
Turner, William................ 24
Wilbur, Francis................ 19

U.S.
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U.S.
Ireland
England
U.S.
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U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
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U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
U.S.
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The two youngest members of the
company werg the musicians, Charles
[ Miles, eighteen, and Francxs E. M.
Stone, smeen.

At Symcuse the oompans was ten-
dered a banquet at the. GlobeHote! .\3
Elmira they went into quarters and
-waited for the remainder of the regi-
ment. which was quickly organized,and
was mugtered into the' service May
17th, 1861,

The Colonel was Tlmothy Sullivan,
Licutenant-Colonel, Samuel Beardsley;
Major, Jonathan Tarbell; Surgeon, J. B
Murdoch; Assistant Surgeon, Lawrence
Reynolds; Adjutant, - Robert Oliy er;
Quatrternmaster, Charles T, Richardson:
Chaplnm. the Rev. Mason Gnl!ngher

The regiment left for Was! nnglon
They did not take part in the first hattle
of Bull Run, but for three wecks were
on picket duty around Washington. In
the Fall the regiment Hailt Fort {'pton

and remained there during the Winter ™
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Yeckley, Augustus............. 21
Young, Abner V................. 26

The two youngest members of the company were
the musicians, Charles Miles, eighteen, and
Francis E.M. Stone, sixteen.

At Syracuse the company was tendered a
banquet a the Globe Hotel. At Elmira they went
into quarters and waited for the remainder of the
regiment which was quickly organized and was
mustered into the service May 17th, 1861.

The Colonel was Timothy Sullivan, Lieutenant-
Colonel, Samuel Beardsley; Major, Jonathan
Tarbell; Surgeon, J.B. Murdoch; Assistant
Surgeon, Lawrence Reynolds; Adjutant, Robert
Oliver; Quartermaster, Charles T. Richardson;
Chaplain, the Rev. Mason Gallagher.

The regiment left for Washington. They did not
take part in the first battle of Bull Run, but for
three weeks were on picket duty around
Washington. In the Fall the regiment built Fort
Upton and remained there during the Winter.

In the Spring of 1862, however it got into the
fight and was at Bristo Station, Catlett’s Creek,
Fredericksburg, Spottsylvania, Front Royal, Cedar
Mountain, Sulpher Springs, Rappahannock
Station, Gainesville, second Bull Run. In this
engagement twenty-nine were killed, 186
wounded and 124 missing. Among the killed were




In the Spring of 1862, however, it
got into the fight and was at Bristo Sta-
tion, Catlett’s Creek, Fredencksburg,
Spotisylvania, Front Royal, Cedar
Mountain, - Sulphar -Springs, Rappa-
hannock Station, Gainesville, second
Bull Run.  In this engagement twen-
ty-nine were killed, 186 wounded "and
124 missing. Among the killed were
Major Barney apnd Lieutenant Hub-
bard. .

At South Mountain and' Antietam

In-the—fdrmer engagement the regi-
ment was in command of Captain
“0'Brian, who displayed great heroism.
At Antietam, while still in command
of the regiment, Captain O'Brian lost
his leg and thirty-three' others wero
wounded. _

* Other eng:gemént} followed at Fred-
oricksburg and GChancellorville.

But toxébbu:‘k to Compény A. The
company was outiwitl ite regiment for
two years.
the moet Jesperile “amd: most biltee
fighting of the war, . Xig record’is a
matterofhntoryandwnﬂcowlofwhmh
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the regiment covered iuelf with glon¥’

wounded and 124 missing. Among the killed were Major Barney and Lieutenant Hubbard.

At South Mountain and Antietam the regiment covered itself with glory. In the former
engagement the regiment was in command of Captain O’Brian, who displayed great heroism.
At Antietam, while still in command of the regiment, Captain O’Brian lost his leg and thirty-
three others were wounded.

Other engagements followed at Fredericksburg and Chancellorville.

But to get back to Company A. The company was out with its regiment for two years. It had
engaged in some of the most desperate and most bitter fighting of the war. Its record is a matter
of history and is a record of which ever man has reason to feel proud. Company A, when it
returned, did not have but half of its original members and when the fact is stated that only one
member, Francis E. N.Stone, the drummer boy, was the only who died of disease, it shows the
fighting which these men did.

Of the officers, commissioned and non-commissioned, who went out with the company, all
but two have gone to the Great Beyond. They are Hugh H. Herron, sergeant, of this city, and
Charles Newell, corporal, of Oswego Town.
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Questions for further research and discussion:

S o

8.

9.

How many men enlisted with Captain O’Brian?

What was the average age of the men who enlisted?

Who was the oldest to enlist? What was his age?

Who was the youngest to enlist? What was his age?

Why were musicians enlisted? What role did they play?

The men who enlisted came from various countries. What were the number of men
from each country? Why would men who came from another country enlist in the
U.S. Civil War?

Research a few of the names on the list. What more can you learn about them?
(Use census data, obituaries, historic newspaper articles, state and/or national
archives etc. to learn more.)

Use a map to pinpoint the locations listed in the article. Research those locations
and the engagements of war that occurred during this time.

What impact, if any, did the enlistment of so many men have on the economy in
Oswego County? What personal tolls did it make on their families?

10.We know that Captain O’Brian lost a leg in a battle during the Civil War. What types

of services were available to the returning soldiers who sustained significant
wounds (visible and non-visible) during the mid 1800°s?




