



























































In the fall of 1838, abolitionists from the seventeenth district,
acting on the advice of the Executive Committee of the New York
State Anti-Slavery Society, again questioned the candidates about
their abolitionist views. In their joint response to these questions,
Fitzhugh and Kirkland indicated that they favored the right of
petition, objected to the further extension of United States territory
(whether slave or free), and believed that slavery was ‘‘a moral, social,
and political evil.”” They did not, however, commit themselves to any
specific abolitionist action. On the contrary, they declared that “as
to the particular measures which should be supported or opposed, we
must from the nature of the representative office, be left to the honest
exercise of an untrammeled judgment and discretion.”’38

Any confidence that friends of the slave may have felt in Fitzhugh
was badly shaken by this joint announcement with Kirkland. Gerrit
Smith denounced the action in a letter to the Friend of Man on
November 7, 1838. Smith confessed that ““even I, his brother-in-law,
was much inclined to regard Henry Fitzhugh as an abolitionist—but,
by the like touchstone, he is found wanting.” Smith concluded that
“of all the offensive answers I have read, his and Kirkland’s joint
answer is positively the most offensive.”

Oswego County abolitionists, out of touch with the leadership
in Oneida County, tried unsuccessfully to sort out an ‘“‘almost
incredible” number of rumors.32 They assaulted the office of the
Friend of Man with letters asking for information. “We have no
press,”” lamented one writer, “and are flooded with stories. Our men
begin to waver.”40

Searching for a clear path, Oswego County abolitionists took the
first steps toward forming an abolitionist third party. Clinging to
Fitzhugh, they rejected Kirkland and proposed Benjamin P. Johnson,
a Democrat, for Congress in his stead.

The handbill which spread the news reached the Friend of Man in
time for comment in its October 31 edition. The Friend of Man
appreciated the “painful and embarassing situation” in which their
friends in Oswego County had been placed. It characterized
Benjamin Johnson as “‘a sound, though not an over active abolitionist.”
But it hesitated to endorse their plan. “It looks too much like
organizing a new political party,” concluded the paper.4?

To James C. Jackson, the situation looked hopeful in spite of the
confusion. He reported to Edwin W. Clarke in Oswego that

2000 men have listened to a speech from G. Smith, W.I. Chaplin,
& H.B. Stanton on “Political Action.” Oneida County will be
saved so will Oswego from shipwreck. Tell our friends to give

no quarter. Steward /sic/ and Fitzhugh for Congress & Littlefield
& a Constantia man must go for Legislature. Keep up true
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Some Glass Bottles
of Oswego County and
Their Contents

Leigh A. Simpson™

Glass in its many forms has long held the interest of those who
prize objects of rare beauty and delicacy. In recent years the
collecting of such utilitarian glass objects as bottles has greatly
influenced the lives of many Americans. In 1900 Edwin A. Barber
authored American Glass Ware which was concerned essentially
with historical sketches of the old glass works and bottles that are
today known as “‘historical flasks.”” This now out-of-print volume
was one of the earliest to devote itself to this aspect of the hobby.!

In 1926 Stephen Van Rensselaer wrote Early American Bottles
& Flasks which expanded greatly on Barber’s earlier work. For many
years it has been out of print, but John Edwards recently published
a new version in 1971. Since Van Rensselaer began to collect
American bottles in the 1920, bottle collecting as a hobby has
grown to encompass over ten million enthusiasts, according to the
estimates. With such a large following I felt it imperative to re-issue
Van Rensselaer’s famous reference work.?2

In 1941 George McKearin and his daughter Helen, after what must
have been an old-fashioned Herculean effort, produced the great
and well-known American Glass. This book, with over 600 pages
devoted to the study of glass in a multitude of forms, did much to
further classify the collection of early flasks.3

I, originally, started my collection of glass bottles with a free-
blown chestnut-type, early flask—so-called because of its shape.
However, I soon found that my interests were extremely eclectic
and now I have representatives of several classes of bottles. With the
horde of fellow collectors previously alluded to, it is easy to see

*Dr. Simpson, a dentist by profession, has been a bottle enthusiast for twelve years. As
a member of the Empire State Bottle Collector’s Association, he is recognized as an
authority on Oswego County bottles and glass.
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squat, round, aqua, with the name embossed. In later days the bottles
were taller and more like the quart soda bottle we know today.

I have tried to share some highlights of information I have learned
to date about a few of the more well-known glass bottles of Oswego
County. There are many more bottles of local interest found
throughout the territory—beer, whiskey, pottery, milk, decanter, food,
and drugstore bottles. Also, several early physicians had bottles
embossed with their names. There is enough material here for at
least another entire article!

NOTES

1 Edwin A. Barber, American Glass Ware (Philadelphia: David McKay Co., 1900).

2 Stephen Van Rensselaer, Early American Bottles & Flasks, revised edition
(Stratford, Connecticut: J. Edmund Edwards, 1971).

3 George S. and Helen McKearin, American Glass (New York: Crown Publishers,
1941).

4 Cecil Munsey, Collecting Bottles {New York: Hawthorn, 1970), pp. 65, 111.

5 Joseph K. Baldwin, A Collector’s Guide to Patent and Proprietary Medicine Bottles.
of the Nineteenth Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1973}, p. 511, number 4147

6 Richard Watson, Bitters Bottles (New York: Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1965),
p. 179, number 262.

7 Arthur J. Cramp. M.D., Nostrums and Quackery (Chicago: Press of the American
Medical Association, 1912).

8 Richard Watson, Supplement to Bitters Bottles (Camden, N.J.: Thomas Nelson
& Sons, 1968}, p. 477, number 70.

9 As an interesting sidelight, a fellow member of the Empire State Bottle Collectors
Association, Lloyd Baum of Hastings, left his home to go bottle digging. As he left, he
told his wife he would bring back an Oswego Bitters—and 1e did!

10 R.C. Burton, Historical Review of Oswego County (Watertown, N.Y ., 1889),
pp. 8, 30.

1 Andrew Boyd, Oswego Directory for 1874-1875 (Oswego, 1874), p. 74
12 1big.

13 Burton, op. cit.
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of life in Oswego in the 1890’s. The second-floor areas are now
devoted to the presentation of Oswego County history through
permanent and temporary exhibitions.

One would expect the structural history of the Richardson-Bates
House to be well documented. But, until very recently information
was limited to a minimal account handed down through the
decades by word of mouth.

According to this oral tradition, the older part of the house,
including the hall, reception room and drawing rooms, had been a
wedding gift to Naomi Bennett Richardson in 1850. The library and
dining room section had been added later, sometime during the
1870’s or 1880’s.

Since the architect’s plans of the earlier (north) section and
several undated photographs were the only pertinent source
materials available in the Society’s collection, research entailed
piecing together data found in deed books, city directories, as well
as cemetery, probate, and tax assessment records.

When given to the Historical Society in 1946, the boundaries
of the property included lots 133, 134, and 135. The house
straddles lots 133 and 134; 1ot 135 is used as a yard and a driveway.
No transactions for these first two lots were recorded around 1850,
the date assigned by oral tradition. However, ten years earlier, on
December 19, 1840, lot 134, measuring sixty-six feet in width and
two hundred feet in depth, was purchased from Gerrit Smith by
Jesse Bennett, Naomi Richardson’s father, who was an attorney and
real estate speculator.?

It is not known if Naomi and her attorney husband, Jacob
Richardson, built their wooden house soon after 1840 when lot
134 was purchased or if they waited until 1850, when they bought
lot 135.3 However, at least as early as 1852 tke Richardsons were
living at 135 East Third Street.# Their original house, a modest
wooden structure, could not have been a wedding gift—unless a very
belated one—since their first son, Maxwell, was born in 1838, two
years before Jesse Bennett purchased lot 134.5 Perhaps the
wooden house was built in 1850, as stated in the oral tradition, and
through the years became mistakenly known as a wedding gift.

In 1854, four years after lot 135 was purchased Jacob Richardson,
then Collector of Customs, died. His sudden death from an
apparently chronic ailment aroused much public sympathy.6
As far as is known, he left no will. However, the probate record
estimated the value of Jacob’s estate at twenty thousand dollars.
The administrators of his estate, Jesse Bennett, Morris Bennett
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If the volume of wet hadn’t swelled
In short, if the flood hadn’t flooded
There wouldn’t have been any flood
And half of the town of Constantia
Had never been covered with mud

The moral of all this confusion
Is lost in confusion as great

You can charge it all up too cloud-burst
Gravitation, poor timber or fate

But this much is certainly certain
Whatever was solid or week

On the day that Constantia was flooded
The Universe sprang a leak.

The famous Williams sawmill was erected over a period of two
years of planning and development from 1818 to 1820 when
Constantia was still known as Rotterdam. This outstanding mill was
located on Scriba Creek off Mill Street in the heart of the village.

To make this enterprise possible a huge raceway had to be cut
along the west bank of Scriba Creek from an upstream dam to the
vicinity of the mill. This raceway was about forty feet wide, ten
feet deep and about eight hundred feet long; it was located about
thirty feet off the present shoulder of Mill Street.

George Williams hired about fifty local citizens of special skill
and other men with several teams of horses to make this extensive
cut through rock and clay. After the cut was complete, Williams
purchased hundreds of pitch-soaked hardwood timbers from the local
Carter mill. Established in 1814 by Julian Carter this mill was
located about two miles further upstream on the Scriba Creek. Thus
the logs for the raceway would have been transported by way of
Mill Street to the Williams location.

The pressure of the water for the raceway was controlled from
the Williams dam by a hand regulated iron wheel which would raise
or lower the flood gate. Ample water come through the raceway to
operate the Williams sawmill on a year round basis. It is interesfing to
note that this raceway was deep enough to insure proper pressure
and that the running water was free from ice during the below-zero
winter season. The raceway, located about fifty feet above the
present site of the fish hatchery dam, would fascinate tourists from
the surrounding areas and often many local citizens would stand
nearby to watch the magic and to hear the thundering water as it
forced its way to the two huge water wheels that operated this early
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