





















































senior lieutenant acting as Officer-of-the-Deck and in charge of the
operation of the ship during the four hours that he had the “duty.”
The newly fledged midshipman soon learned that the weather side
of the quarterdeck, when the ship was at sea, and the starboard side
at anchor were to be kept clear for the exclusive use of the Captain
and the Officer-of-the-Deck and that the latter always relinquished
it when the former appeared.

When their presence was not required on deck the officers spent
most of their off duty hours in the wardroom or trying to sleep or
study in the box-like staterooms. Games of checkers, chess, or back-
gammon were usually in progress and few cruises were completed
without a budding musician, bent on mastering one of the wood or
stringed instruments, turning up to torture the ears of the other
men in the room until the Master-at-arms’ discreet knock on the
door at 10 P.M. and his announcement that “lights and fires on
board are extinguished” ended the games and practicing.

A day on the Yankee Racehorse thus came to a close.
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