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D E D I C A T I O N 

Dr. and Mrs . Charles F. Wells 

The con t r ibu t ions of D r . and M r s . C h a r l e s F . Wel ls 
to the Oswego County H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty extend over a 
pe r iod of a q u a r t e r - c e n t u r y . They affi l iated wi th the 
soc ie ty sho r t l y after t he i r a r r i v a l in the c o m m u n i t y in 
1940, and th rough the y e a r s they have m a d e m a n y con­
t r ibu t ions as off icers and h i s t o r i a n s . 

Renee T e t a r t W e l l s , a na t ive of F r a n c e , c a m e to the 
United S ta tes as a s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r of F r e n c h at F r i e n d s ' 
S e m i n a r y in New York . C h a r l e s left h i s h o m e in Nor th 
Dakota to at tend the Gradua te School of Columbia Uni­
v e r s i t y , w h e r e he r e c e i v e d a d o c t o r a t e and s e r v e d as an 
i n s t r u c t o r . After the i r m a r r i a g e in New York they c a m e 
to Oswego , w h e r e C h a r l e s was C h a i r m a n of the D e p a r t ­
m e n t of Eng l i sh and Speech at the Sta te Co l l ege . He was 
a l so ac t ive in a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and a lumni a f f a i r s . He 
c h a i r e d c o m m i t t e e s for the i naugura t ion of t h r e e p r e s i ­
dents of the col lege and was the f i r s t D i r e c t o r of the 
Div i s ion of A r t s and S c i e n c e s . 

C h a r l e s was S e c r e t a r y of the H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty for 
s even y e a r s and Renee was the C h a i r m a n of the Ways 
and Means and H e a d q u a r t e r s House c o m m i t t e e s . She is 
c u r r e n t l y a vice p r e s i d e n t . C h a r l e s p r e s e n t e d a t h r e e -
pa r t paper on D r a m a in Oswego ("A Cen tu ry of Publ ic 
E n t e r t a i n m e n t in Oswego , " Yearbook , 1945, 1946, 1947) 
and another on the Kingsford S t a r c h Company ("T. K i n g s -
ford and Son and the Oswego S t a r c h F a c t o r y , " Yearbook , 
1951). Renee r e a d a paper on the h i s t o r y of the Oswego 
Hosp i t a l ("The Oswego H o s p i t a l , " Yearbook, 1966-67) . 
C h a r l e s a l so publ i shed a r t i c l e s in New York State E d u c a ­
t ion, New York F o l k l o r e Q u a r t e r l y , R e c r e a t i o n m a g a z i n e , 
T o r c h m a g a z i n e and m a n y o ther j o u r n a l s . He is l i s t ed 
in Who ' s "Who in Educa t ion and A m e r i c a n S c h o l a r s . Both 
C h a r l e s and Renee have been ac t ive in c iv ic and c u l t u r a l 
m o v e m e n t s in the c o m m u n i t y . 

F o r the i r m a n y con t r ibu t ions to Oswego and to this 
soc i e ty the Board of D i r e c t o r s i s p l e a s e d to add the n a m e s 
of C h a r l e s and Renee Wells to the l i s t of loca l h i s t o r i a n s 
m e r i t i n g s p e c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n . 
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OSWEGO CITY LIBRARY 

MORALITY AND THE DRAMA 

by 

Alfred E. Rickert 

The following s to ry repor ted in an ea r ly i s sue of 
the Oswego Pal ladium i l lus t ra tes the feelings held by 
many people about the thea t re and those who were a s s o c i ­
ated with i t . Thomas A. Cooper, a well-known actor in 
his day, was walking down Broadway one morn ing when 
he overheard two young men . One man said in a con­
temptuous tone, "There goes Cooper the p l a y - a c t o r . " 
His companion repl ied in mock hero ic s ty le , "Hold your 
tongue, you don't know what you may come to yet . " *• 
That the thea t re was fr ivolous, evil , and i m m o r a l was 
genera l ly accepted as fact by many people during the 
ear ly yea r s of our nat ion. 

Although the attitude toward the evils of the thea t r e 
changed somewhat during the ear ly par t of the nineteenth 
century , t he re r ema ined much opposition. Many com­
muni t ies passed ordinances which requ i red p e r f o r m e r s 
to s ecu re l i censes , and in some communit ies ordinances 
w e r e passed to prohibit t hea t r i ca l presenta t ion en t i re ly . 
Although Oswego passed an ordinance requ i r ing all public 
amusements to be l icensed, the law was often ignored. 
Some t roupes applied for a l icense ; o thers did not. No 
evidence was uncovered to indicate that any fines w e r e 
levied against those en te r t a ine r s who per formed without 
the sanction of a l i cense , and the re was no evidence that 
a l icense to per form was denied to anyone during the 
period Oswego was a vi l lage, 1828 to 1848. Evidently 
Oswego was considerably m o r e l ibera l about public a m u s e ­
ments than many other places in the country. The vi l lage, 
however, was not without some opposition to d ramat i c p r e ­
senta t ions . Two petitions w e r e submit ted to the Board of 
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T r u s t e e s , one in 1836 and the other a year l a t e r , objecting 
to thea t r i ca l pe r fo rmances and reques t ing that l i censes to 
per form be denied. The Board took no action in ei ther 
ca se , and l i censes were granted to all who applied. 

P e rhaps the mos t outspoken c r i t i c of the d r a m a during 
this ea r ly period was Richard Oliphant, a r e spec ted ci t izen 
in the vi l lage, Oliphant in 1830, while editor of the Oswego 
F r e e P r e s s , had supported the d r a m a . A few yea r s l a t e r , 
however , he cautioned his r e a d e r s about the immora l i t y of 
the thea t res and t r i ed to d iscourage them from a t tending . 
In 1838, in a lengthy edi tor ia l Oliphant, then editor of the 
Oswego County Whig, wrote in par t that a tas te for theat­
r i c a l en ter ta inments was "most insidious and contaminating."^ 

The church, long opposed to public a m u s e m e n t s , con­
tinued its efforts to suppress the d r a m a because it was r e ­
garded as frivolous and an evil force in society that cont r ib­
uted to i m m o r a l behavior . Min i s te r s spoke out against the 
thea t r e , and the corrupt ing influences of seeing a play w e r e 
examined in detai l from the pulpit. Actors were condemned 
as s i n n e r s , and the audience, by associa t ion , were also 
s i n n e r s . But efforts to suppres s the d r a m a failed to consider 
the durabi l i ty of the t hea t r e , and the t hea t r e continued to grow. 
The point is well made in L i t e r a r y His tory of the United S ta tes . 

Mora l i s t s might indict the thea t re as the 
'House of the Devill , ' and law m a k e r s might 
legis la te against it as con t ra ry to public 
good; but no amount of opposition could 
effectively s t amp out a form of en te r ta inment 
based on the vir tual ly inst inctive will to 
'make -be l i eve . '4 

>;" Although d iscuss ion about the impropr ie ty of the 
thea t re continued in the churches and debates w e r e 
held by the l i t e r a r y soc i e t i e s , the thea t re p rospe red 
during the 1850 's . During the decade before the Civil 
War, over 300 different play t i t les were staged in 
Oswego, and over 1,000 pe r fo rmances of plays were 
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presen ted . Eight m a n a g e r s conducted twenty-one 
general ly successful seasons which rece ived the 
support of the people of Oswego. If some people were 
concerned -with the p ropr ie ty of attending the t h e a t r e , 
the major i ty of the population w e r e unconcerned. 

"Because the thea t res were so well supported by 
the people in the 1850's , the t ime was r ipe for a 
r e -examina t ion of the concept of the thea t re as an 
evil force in socie ty . 'People were not l e ss concerned 
with mora l i ty during this per iod, but r a the r t he re was 
a growing unders tanding on the par t of the people that 
attending a playhouse to see a play enacted was not 
per se an evi l . Cer ta inly undes i rab le actions and 
occasional ly vulgar i t ies 'were presen ted on the stage, 
but suppor te r s of the d r ama contended they were not 
inherent to the t h e a t r e . ' T h e a t r e goers and c r i t i c s 
began to point out that the stage could be used to 
demons t ra te the consequences of a d iss ipated life, and 
thereby the thea t re could become an ins t rumen t to teach 
mora l i ty . ;The m e l o d r a m a s so popular in the nineteenth 
century , with their c lea r cut dist inction of b lack and 
white , of good and bad, and of vice and v i r tue , w e r e 
perfect vehicles for this kind of se rmoniz ing . The 
t emperance movement , so popular then, was quick to 
see that the evils of drink could be shown m o r e effec­
t ively and m o r e vividly on a stage than in a l ec tu re ha l l . 
The movement made use of the thea t re to p reach its 
doc t r ine , and such t emperance plays as Ten Nights in 
a Bar Room and The Drunkard , which a r e s t i l l pe r ­
formed in our t ime although perhaps for different 
r e a s o n s , became popular . Adopting the same kind of 
reasoning , the c r i t i c for the Oswego Daily Times sup­
ported the d r a m a because it could teach people a m o r a l 
lesson and so se rve the public good. In a review of 
Madalaine, s taged in Oswego on November 18, 1856, 
the T imes ' c r i t i c c l ea r ly indicated his support for this 
kind of "mora l d r a m a . " 
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We wish all those m i n i s t e r s of the gospel and 
m o r a l i s t s , who contend that the re is immora l i t y 
in d rama t i c pe r sen ta t ions , had been p resen t 
las t evening to wi tness the play of Madala ine . 
We think they would have conceded that such a 
play is calculated to i m p r e s s a high m o r a l in 
the mind, bet ter than fifty l e c t u r e s . 

The play, a t emperance d r a m a , has now been forgotten 
along with so many of the d r amas that s t i r r e d the souls 
and imaginat ion of nineteenth century audiences . The 
plot had all the con t r ivances , s t e reo type , and lack of 
cha rac te r i za t ion that identified so much of nineteenth 
century d r a m a but delighted the audiences . Madalaine 
is a young and happy br ide at the beginning of the play. 
Her joy is shor t l ived, however , because her husband, 
befriended by the villain, is led to dr ink. Mise ry and 
poverty follow. Madalaine appeals to her husband, and 
so eloquent is her appeal , he r e f o r m s . The vil lain, 
however , r e t u r n s and again leads the husband a s t r a y . 
Money needed to sus ta in wife and child is taken by the 
husband to buy drink, and the wife in despera t ion leaves 
the child in a home . The pat tern is set ; situation after 
s i tuat ion, each fraught with despai r and h o r r o r , follows 
until , jus t when everything is b lackes t , r e fo rm and 
redempt ion take p lace . Good t r iumphs over evil , and 
joy and happiness re ign once m o r e . The c r i t i c wro te , 
"We have never seen a m o r e touching piece or one 
calculated to do m o r e good. " ° 

. The t hea t r e s were crowded but not because the 
d r a m a could teach a m o r a l l e s son . Ac ros s the nation 
people were becoming thea t re consc ious . Despite 
denunciations of the thea t r e , of the a c t o r s , and of the 
plays declaimed from the pulpit and despite debates 
in the lec ture halls about the mora l i ty or immora l i t y 
of the d r a m a , the thea t res were crowded. During the 
1850's people sought a var ie ty of public a m u s e m e n t s , 
and so d r a m a s , m i n s t r e l s , vaudevi l les , exhibitions 
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and shows of all kinds played in the ci t ies and the 
h a m l e t s . And in Oswego the thea t re p rospe red in a 
manner unlike any t ime before or s ince . The people 
went to the t hea t r e . The p rospe r i ty of the t i m e s , 
no doubt, was a contributing factor s ince a lmos t 
everyone had the pr ice of a gal lery t icket . People 
•were willing to r i s k e te rna l damnation if the show 
was good enough, and in Oswego the excel lence of 
mos t of the thea t re companies kept the audi tor iums 
crowded. Doolittle Hall with approximate ly 1, 000 
sea t s and Littlefield Hall with over 600 sea ts were 
often at capaci ty. In the s t ruggle between the pulpit 
and the s tage , the pulpit s eemed to be losing. 

The con t roversy of the mora l i t y of attending a 
play reached a c l imax and a turning point in November , 
1856, when Dr . Henry W. Bellows, a Uni tar ian min i ­
s t e r , and pas tor of All Soul 's Church in New York 
City, spoke out, unexpectedly, in favor of the s tage . 
His Thanksgiving s e r m o n , based on the text , "For 
every house is builded by some man, but He that 
built all things is God, " was del ivered two days 
after the pe r fo rmance of Madalaine and after the 
T imes ' c r i t ic publicly supported the stage as a 
potential force for the public good. The min i s t e r 
contended that while that 'which was " c o a r s e , d e m o r a l -
ing and impious" was often presen ted on the s t age , the 
thea t re itself was not sinful. The thea t re was not in­
herent ly evil because some of i ts actions were evi l . 
He further suggested that the thea t re would continue 
to be open to the charge of immora l i t y unless the 
refined, the educated, and the good people pat ronized 
i t . Dr . Bellows' r e m a r k s c rea ted quite a s t i r . 

The m i n i s t e r ' s Thanksgiving s e r m o n prompted 
the editor of the Oswego Daily Times to express again 
his views about the stage and mora l i t y . In every way 
the ed i to r ' s ideas coincided with and ref lected the 
sent iments Bellows was to consider in a la ter a d d r e s s . 
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The p rog re s s ive ideas expressed in the Oswego Daily-
Times and Bellows' add re s s de l ivered at the New York 
Academy of Music , which rece ived much publicity, 
became the bas i s for heated d i scuss ion in Oswego as 
well as e l s ewhe re . 

On the bas i s of his Thanksgiving s e r m o n , Bellows 
was invited to address the Amer ican Drama t i c Fund 
Society at a benefit . He del ivered a lengthy speech at 
the Academy of Music and developed five points : 
(1) that d ivers ion from care and duty was n e c e s s a r y , 
(2) that laughter and fun were not unchr i s t i an , (3) that 
laughter and fun, indeed, were n e c e s s a r y to the heal th 
of the body and of the mind, (4) that t he re was nothing 
essent ia l ly wrong with thea t r i ca l p resen ta t ion or with 
acting as a profess ion, and (5) that nothing was inherent 
in the thea t r e which r equ i r ed the church to ban it or to 
label it unchr i s t i an . 8 Bellows met the charges of the 
c r i t i c s of the t h e a t r e . He admit ted that t he re -were 
e lements of t ru th in their charges but accused them of 
ext ravagance in e laborat ing upon the charges as well 
as confusion and i l logical reasoning in the conclusion 
they r eached . The opponents of the thea t r e omitted 
ent i re ly the good of the thea t re in thei r s e a r c h for evi l . 

I complain that this ve rd ic t leaves ent i re ly 
out of view the uses of the t h e a t r e , consider ing 
only i ts abuses , that it takes no pains to r e c o g ­
nize what is good, in its eage rnes s to point out 
what is e v i l - - o r to d i sc r imina te between what 
is essen t ia l and what is accidental in this ins t i tu­
tion; that it confounds the evils around, with the 
evils within the t hea t r e , and, to come di rec t ly 
to the point, fails to enquire and explain why, 
and by whose fault, and in accordance with what 
law, it i s , that the immora l i ty and r e c k l e s s n e s s 
of socie ty , i ts folly and vice, have c lus te red 
about the t h e a t r e . I do not deny the fact; but I 
deny the totally condemnatory inferences drawn 
from the fact . 
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The a t t rac t iveness of the t hea t r e , even to 
vice and folly, is nothing against it, until it 
can be proved that they a r e a t t rac ted the re by 
what is bad and depraving. 

But I am yet to s ee , how, because the wicked 
and the c a r e l e s s like what the good and careful 
also l i ke - -name ly p l e a s u r e - - i t makes p leasure 
wrong; and how, because the t h e a t r e , in its c h a r ­
acter of an amusement , a t t r ac t s the vicious and the 
depraved, it proves to be a vicious and depraved 
amusemen t . 

For my own par t , I bel ieve the thea t re h a s , in 
every age, exhibited the vices and follies of society 
r a the r than c rea ted them, and that it has owed its 
reputat ion for evil , mainly to the fact, that it has 
been the only place in which the decency, or v i r tue , 
or propr ie ty of society has met the indecency, the 
vice, and d i s r epu tab lenes s . Now if the thea t re had 
produced this indecency, vice , or d i s r epu tab l enes s , 
or encouraged it , we should u t te r ly condemn it; 
but I be l ieve , on the con t ra ry , notwithstanding its 
imperfec t adminis t ra t ion , it has done something 
to c o r r e c t i t . 

But, whatever the effect of the thea t re i s , or 
has been, having nothing essent ia l ly wrong in its 
pr inc ip le , and having proved itself to be, the m o s t 
a t t rac t ive and permanent of amusement , a fixed 
and indes t ruc t ib le fact, it s eems to m e , that avowed 
m o r a l i s t s and Chr is t ian l eade r s and guides have 
commit ted a grave and hurtful e r r o r in thei r mode 
of dealing with it . ' 

The necess i ty and durabi l i ty of the thea t re was es tabl ished 
by Bel lows. He contended that the thea t re may be con­
ceived as n e c e s s a r y , because in spite of opposition and 
denunciation from the church and from m o r a l i s t s , it has 
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survived in every age and over every obs tac le . General 
censure and even formal prohibit ion have failed to have 
any permanent effect on the t h e a t r e . It has remained a 
durable force -which, exhibits its own vital i ty. Bellows 
concluded his d iscuss ion stating that the thea t re was not 
only a force in society but also a m i r r o r of that socie ty . 
The thea t re as an insti tution was not an evil , and those 
who sought to join the thea t r ica l profession were not evi l . 
He s tated the major point of his d iscuss ion as follows: 

The vices of the thea t re have uniformly been 
those of the t ime- -no m o r e , no w o r s e . The 
thea t re has had no ser ious vices of i ts own, 
like t r a d e , with its fraud and per jury; like the 
church , with hypocr isy and a r rogance . The 
m i r r o r of bad t i m e s , it has ref lected the vices 
that passed before it , not those it or ig inated. 
Drunkenness has c a r r i e d i ts v ic t ims , and 
l icent iousness its vo t a r i e s , into its precincts . . 
Profani ty and c o a r s e n e s s from the pit and boxes, 
have r equ i r ed profanity and c o a r s e n e s s from the 
s tage , while vulgari ty and ignorance have demanded 
rant and fustian. What i s the thea t r e , that we 
should expect it to be wise and m o r a l , and pure , 
and r eve ren t i a l , to an audience that . . . c a r e s l i t t le 
for these qual i t ies , and when it (the thea t re ) has 
no cha rac t e r to lose by any pandering it may 
prac t i ce to the degraded t as tes of the rabble or the 
r e c k l e s s . 

Because the view Bellows presen ted was at that 
t ime so rad ica l for a c le rgyman, few men of the cloth 
supported h im. Among thea t re profess ionals and 
thea t re goers, needless to say, Bellows found many 
s u p p o r t e r s . The sense of his thes is was not accepted 
by a l l . Many r a i s ed their voices loud and s t rong to 
condemn not only the thea t re but also the man who 
professed such h e r e s y . The Reverend M r . Gallagher 
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of the Church of the Evangel is t , the spokesman in 
Oswego for those who opposed the t hea t r e , on Sunday, 
June 21 , 1857, del ivered his s e r m o n : "The Mora l 
Influence of the Thea t r e . " The church was crowded, 
and there was much in t e re s t in what the min i s t e r would 
say. Gallagher based his s e r m o n on the text , "Be not 
conformed to this wor ld . " The s e rmon , a lengthy d i s ­
c o u r s e , developed five main content ions. (1) Since 
Chr is t ians were not to follow the ways of the world, 
they should not find enjoyment in the amusements which 
the world has adopted. (2) P lays w e r e a corrupt ing 
influence except for Shakespeare which contained only 
few objectionable f e a t u r e s . (3) The thea t re was not 
proper because the genera l cha rac t e r of the audience 
was lewd and licentious and abandoned women frequented 
i t . (4) P e r f o r m e r s mus t be i m m o r a l and depraved 
because they could not assoc ia te in the wickedness 
and corrupt ion of the thea t re without contamination. 
(5) In a s imi l a r manner any Chr i s t i an attending such a 
place would also become co r rup t . 

The editor of the Oswego Daily Times reac ted to 
the s e r m o n and the next day in a lengthy lead edi tor ia l 
d i scussed the weakness of the a rguments p resen ted . 

We l i s tened with i n t e r e s t and with an anxious 
des i r e for light upon the point which the Church 
is summoned by public opinion to m e e t - - w h e t h e r 
thea t r i ca l r ep resen ta t ions a r e sinful, per s e - -
whether the p ic ture of r e a l life in min ia tu re upon 
the stage is con t ra ry to the highest Chr is t ian 
cul ture and the possess ion of the pures t Chr i s t ian 

13 
g r a c e s . 

The edi tore felt that the p r eache r was not enlightened, 
and he objected becuase the s e r m o n was a harangue of the 
cor rup t and i m m o r a l t hea t r e s which have "d isgraced 
England in t imes pas t . " The i ssue under d iscuss ion , 
whether the thea t re as an insti tution is an evil, i m m o r a l , 
and cor rup t fo rce , was not cons idered , the editor con-
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tended, but w a s , r a t h e r , c i rcumvented . The editor made 
the following obse rva t ions . 

But if Shakespeare may be read without injury to 
the m o r a l s , as the Reverend gentleman seems to 
think, then Shakespeare may be acted upon the s tage , 
and his beaut ies brought out in all their vividness by 
the scene pass ing before the eye of the spec t a to r . 
Such a r ep resen ta t ion is worth a dozen r ead ings . . . . 

Al together , the Drama has done wonders consid­
er ing the host i l i t ies which it has encountered from 
the church. It has succeeded in producing plays 
which have made their m a r k upon the m o r a l s and 
sent iments of the wor ld . The play of Uncle Tom's 
Cabin has perhaps done more to enfuse an Anti-
Slavery feeling in the minds of the people than any 
other agency. We have seen the play The Drunkard 
move even to t e a r s the m o s t hardened and diss ipa ted 
men in the 'pi t , ' who would have withstood any number 1 

of t e m p e r a n c e l e c t u r e s . We believe the play of the 
S t ranger has accomplished as much in pointing out 
the fearful consequences of a deviat ion from the path 
of virtue, as all the t r a c t s i s sued by the A m e r i c a n 
Trac t Society, put toge ther . We might mention any 
number of plays that teach the mos t i m p r e s s i v e 
m o r a l l essons had we t ime or space . 

T r u e , t he re a re i m m o r a l p l ays - -bu t we say let 
them be discountenanced. Let the Chr i s t i an church 
r e m e m b e r that good can 'come out of Nazare th ; ' 
let its t eache r s instead of re jec t ing u t te r ly an 
insti tution which is capable of doing so much good, 
endeavor to give it a higher and nobler tone by their 
p r e sence and counsel . The idea that this will be . 
ru in to the t h e a t r e , is absurd . The c le rgyman who 
is m o s t f ea r l e s s and eloquent in denouncing all forms 
of iniquity, always draws together the l a r g e s t con­
gregat ion, and thus will it be with the Theat re when 
it is brought over to the s ide of v i r tue and mora l i t y . 
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As to the cha rac t e r of the a c t o r s , the same r e m a r k 
appl ies . At p resen t t he re a r e d iss ipated men and 
women among them, but so far as we know this is thei r 
only fault. Who ever hea rd of an actor going to State 
p r i son . Looking through the i ron ba r s at Sing Sing 
and Auburn a re l awye r s , doc to r s , edi tors and even 
c le rgymen, but we do not bel ieve an actor will be 
found upon the l i s t . Let Chr is t ians r e m e m b e r that 
ac tors a r e human beings with souls to be saved; 
ins tead of having the doors of the church closed 
against them, let them be t r ea ted with as much 
r e spec t as is now accorded to the haughty nabob who 
pays large sums for the support of the church , which 
he had extorted from his vic t ims by fraud and usu ry . 
Depend upon it , when the Chr is t ian Church shal l l e a rn 
to t r e a t ac tors as Men and Women, the r e fo rm will be 
commenced in e a r n e s t . At p resen t , not a grain of 
sympathy or char i ty is extended to them by the orthodox 
Churches in the land, and they look alone to the P r e s s 
for commendation -when they do wel l , and censure when 
do evi l . Under all c i r c u m s t a n c e s , however well they 
may act their par t before or behind the s cenes , the 
Pulpit has been their inve tera te and oncompromis ing 
foe. Is it a wonder that some bright lights in the 
h is t r ionic profession have fled to d i s s i p a t i o n ? - - i s it 
not far m o r e wonderful that so many have 
re ta ined their virtue and reputat ion under the 
host i l i ty they have encountered from those who 
should have been the f i r s t to do them jus t i ce? ^ 

The Oswego Daily Pal ladium repor t ed the announce­
ment of the an t i - thea t re s e r m o n . The newspaper ma in ­
tained a pragmat ic s tand, however , and the editor did 
not enter the cont roversy except to make the following 
observa t ion . 

The fact is the d r ama is as old as re l igion, and 
unless men ' s t a s t e s a r e modified and changed, it 
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will continue to exist in some fo rm. It is not a 
p rac t i ca l possibi l i ty to annihilate the d rama ; t h e r e ­
fore , the only question remain ing i s , can it be 
r e fo rmed , improved and elevated: If we answer 
in the negative, do we not concede the impotency 
of mora l i t y and re l ig ion? 15 

Two days after Gallagher del ivered his s e r m o n affirming 
the evils and corrupt ion of the t h e a t r e , the Oswego Daily 
Pal ladium repor ted that the an t i - thea t re s e rmon had been 
given but r eg re t t ed that it "escaped our m e m o r y , and we 
did not at tend. "1° The m a t t e r evidently was not impor ­
tant enough for the Pal ladium editor to bother with. 

The con t rove r sy between the pulpit and the stage 
continued for many yea r s after Henry W. Bellows' Thanks­
giving s e r m o n and his la te r speech before the Amer ican 
Dramat i c Fund Society. A turning point had been reached , 
however , and the con t roversy , although it continued 
through the la t te r pa r t of the nineteenth century , was 
never again a se r ious th rea t to thea t r i ca l act ivi ty. 

The Oswego community genera l ly supported the 
views exp res sed by Dr . Bellows. F r o m the ve ry 
e a r l i e s t years the city supported the thea t re and all forms 
of public amusemen t . Oswego was one of the f i r s t com­
muni t ies to accept the thesis that the thea t re was nei ther 
inherent ly evil nor i m m o r a l . Indeed, many of the ideas 
so eloquently p resen ted by Dr . Bellows had been ex­
p r e s s e d by the editor of the Oswego Daily Times e a r l i e r . 
Oswego cer ta in ly was not without some opposition to the 
t hea t r e , but that opposition always r e p r e s e n t e d a minor i ty 
point of view. 
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MUSIC IN THE FULTON AREA SINCE 1900 

by" 

Harold R. Palmer 

While I was a smal l child I used to hear my father 
play the violin (fiddle was what he called i t ) . He played 
by ear and my mother played the chords on the piano. 
His favori te tunes were "Money Musk", "Haste to the 
Wedding", "Pop Goes the Wease l " and "Turkey in the 
S t raw. " He told me how he used to play at dances 
during the Gay Ninet ies . Playing with h im were 
William C. Hubbard on the s t r ing bass and his wife, 
J e s s i e Hubbard, on the piano. In those days dances 
w e r e few and far between, being held only on holidays 
and special occas ions . The f a r m e r s were too busy 
to have much fun. When they did play, usual ly they 
were at house par t i es and they played all night ending 
up with a big breakfas t . Then they all went home and 
did the morn ing milking. I was thr i l led to hear about 
mus ic so I t eased my father to let me play. I didn't 
want the fiddle so I asked if I could have a corne t . My 
father knew Ed (Dutch) Pooler who was the leader of 
the Fulton Citizens Band. He talked with h im and got 
me the corne t . After agreeing on 50 cents a l e s son , 
everything was se t . So, on August 8, 1908, at the 
age of eight, I was on my way. The song we heard 
repeatedly that year was "Take me out to the Ball 
Game. " 

My f i r s t playing in public was at the F i r s t Method­
is t Church on Oneida and Third S t r e e t s . We had an 
o r c h e s t r a that played for the Men's Sunday School 
Class which was held in the basemen t . The m e m b e r s 
•were my s i s t e r Wava P a l m e r , piano; F r a n k P e t r i e , 
violin; Harold P a l m e r and Leigh Simpson (later the 
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Medical Doctor) , co rne t s ; F o s t e r Simpson, c la r ine t ; 
Dr . Haviland, d r u m s ; F r e d Smith, banjo, and my 
t eache r , Dutch Poo le r , s t r ing b a s s . After the opening 
singing and playing, I went ups t a i r s to my Sunday 
School C l a s s . My teacher was M r s . George C a r n e r 
whose husband r an a h a r n e s s s to re and r e p a i r on 
Cayuga St ree t in the Stevens Opera House Building. 

In 1910 I r e m e m b e r one Sunday espec ia l ly . After 
playing at the church, it was suggested that we go 
that afternoon to the new Lee Memor ia l Hospital 
and enter ta in a friend in the Men's Ward. The Q u a r ­
tet consis t ing of Will iam C. Hubbard, H. L . Paddock, 
George P a l m e r and Will iam F u r n e s s sang, and I 
played the only in s t rumen t to accompany them. I 
don' t know why, but our fr iend the patient got wel l . 

In the fall of 1910 I played my f i r s t dance at the 
Lower Oswego Fa l l s Grange in the new Kennedy 
Building on South F i r s t S t ree t . The Grange st i l l holds 
i ts meet ings t h e r e . The other m e m b e r s of the o r ­
c h e s t r a were Mabel Hubbard (now M r s . Roy E n s -
worth) piano; William Coll ins , c la r ine t ; and Ralph 
Br iggs , d r u m s . Favor i t e tunes w e r e "Red Wing" 
and a two s tep , "High P r i d e . " 

As we entered into the second decade of the 20th 
century , the yea r s 1911-12-13 saw a grea t deal of 
const ruct ion in Ful ton . The new upper br idge was 
being built along with the barge canal and locks . The 
Universa l i s t Church, co rne r of South F i r s t and Roch­
es t e r S t r e e t s , was town down and the gorgeous new 
Quirk Theater was being built by M r . Edward Quirk , 
P r e s iden t of the F i r s t National Bank in Ful ton . He had 
seen many good shows on his vis i ts to New York City 
and he wished the people of Fulton and sur rounding 
a r e a could see them a l so . The thea te r was designed 
like the E m p i r e thea te r in Syracuse and seated nea r ly 
1200 p e r s o n s . On F e b r u a r y 17, 1913 he opened the 
thea ter with Mae Irwin in the play "A Widow by P r o x y . " 
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Everyone was thr i l led because in those days not many 
people could go to New York to see a show. La te r 
came "A Girl of my D r e a m s " , "The Chocolate Soldier" , 
"The M e r r y Widow" and many m o r e g rea t mus i ca l 
comed ie s . M r . Irving Galusha was the manager of 
the thea ter and P a r k e r VanBuren was one of the u s h e r s . 
A leader always came with the show to c a r r y the local 
mus ic i ans through the music . The o r c h e s t r a was 
Dutch P o o l e r ' s . Playing with him were George Wilson, 
violin, Will iam P a r k e r , viola; William Coll ins, c l a r i ­
net; F r a n k Barnes , flute; Ed-ward Croake , cornet ; Hal 
McFar l and , t rombone and J immy Rebeor , d r u m s . 
M r . Pooler himself played s t r ing b a s s . 

After about a yea r , because the si lent movies were 
beginning to make fea ture p i c tu re s , M r . Quirk removed 
about 50 sea ts in the r e a r center of the balcony and 
built a mode rn movie booth from which to project these 
new exciting p i c t u r e s . Until then there were five sma l l 
t hea te r s showing one r e e l e r s , most ly comedies and 
news p i c t u r e s . There were the Dreamland and the 
Novelty on South F i r s t S t ree t , The Hippodrome on 
OneidaSt ree t , The Theator ium on Cayuga St ree t a c r o s s 
from the Stevens Opera House (now called the F o s t e r 
Theater ) and The Star on West Broadway where Litwak 
and Baker ' s s to re is today. It was in this thea te r that 
I played in 1914-15 with Mabel Hubbard, piano, and 
William Coll ins, c l a r ine t . 

I have been r e f e r r i n g to these groups as o r c h e s t r a s 
because they used s t r inged ins t rumen t s and should 
have been called such. When we r e f e r r e d to bands 
we meant a group of 20, 25 or m o r e men who played 
b r a s s i n s t r u m e n t s , r eeds and pe rcuss ion , but no 
s t r i n g s . These bands played s u m m e r concer t s in the 
park and for ice c r e a m fest ivals and f a i r s . They also 
marched in parades and such as Memor ia l Day, 4th of 
July and Labor Day. 
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Our local band he re during this period was the 
Fulton Citizens Band. We r e h e a r s e d in Church ' s 
Hall on South F i r s t S t ree t and we played indoor conce r t s ' 
t he re during the winter months . We also played band 
dances the re (not o r c h e s t r a dances) . I started r e h e a r ­
sing occasional ly with this band in 1911 but didn't play 
concer t s until 1916. We played every s u m m e r for the 
Oswego County F a i r where Recrea t ion P a r k is today. 
The m e m b e r s of the 1911 band w e r e Dutch Poo le r , 
l e ade r , who also played corne t . Other corne ts w e r e : 
Bern Wilcox, Tip Tilden and Arthur Guernsey. Clar ine ts 
w e r e : Henry Bogue, Irvin Allen, Harold Reed, F r a n k 
Wadsworth and J immy Brooker . F lu tes w e r e : Homer 
Smith and F r a n k Ba rnes . Altos w e r e : Ed Poo le r , J r . , 
F r ank Dolbear , F r e e m a n Johnson and Claude Guile. 
Trombones w e r e : Tom Earnshaw, Tom Fi t ten and 
Russe l l Roger s . Bar i tone: Allie Buell; b a s s e s : Ned 
Evans and Lynn Richardson; sna re d rum, William F u r n e s s 
and Bass drum, Ber t P a r e . 

There were many smal l country bands near Ful ton 
around 1910. To mention a few, the re were Mt. P leasan t , 
Volney, Hannibal Center , I r a and Lysande r . M r . Poole r 
also r e h e a r s e d mos t of these and helped them mus ica l ly . 
I used to go with him because he used our ho r se and buggy 
to get t h e r e . 

P laces where dances w e r e common during the teens and 
twenties were as follows: Church ' s Hall , South F i r s t S t . ; 
Ruben P a r k s , Cayuga and F i r s t S t r e e t s , u p s t a i r s ; Odd 
Fe l lows , Oneida St ree t ; Masons ; K. of C. ; Recrea t ion 
P a r k Open Air Pavil ion - also la ter in the Auditorium; 
Red Men ' s , Harg raves Bldg. , Ups t a i r s , West Broadway; 
Quirk Ball Room over the Quirk Thea te r ; Moose, Oneida 
St ree t ; E lks , South F i r s t S t ree t ; Ful ton High School, 
L i b r a r y - downsta i r s ; All Saints Church P a r i s h House 
and the Citizens Club. 

In the country we played at the nearby towns of M a r t -
wi l le , Cato, Bowens C o r n e r s , P a l e r m o , Hannibal, 
Granby Center , Dextervi l le and F a i r Haven. 
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F o r many y e a r s Church ' s Hall was the scene for dances 
and band c o n c e r t s . To ment ion one yea r , 1916, t he re 
were Saturday night dances played by Mer t Reynolds ' 
o r c h e s t r a . He played violin; Bina Reed, piano; Sylvio 
Menneguzzo, alto sax; Harold P a l m e r , Cornet ; and 
Len Youmans, d r u m s . The most popular tune that 
year was "Dardanel la . " I shal l not take the t ime to te l l 
about the other hal ls but each one was well pat ronized 
by its own specia l g roups . 

Probably the bes t known group of mus ic ians during 
the period from 1900 - 1915 was Theodore Webb's 
o r c h e s t r a . They played for all the s m a r t occasions at 
the t ime and for the Fulton High School Commencement 
E x e r c i s e s which were held then at the F o s t e r Theater 
on Cayuga S t ree t . M r s . Clay Beckwith has the Com­
mencemen t p r o g r a m dated May 21, 1909, when her 
b ro the r , Russe l l Guile, graduated. This p r o g r a m 
names s e v e r a l pieces played by Mr . Webb's o r c h e s t r a . 
The m e m b e r s , with a few except ions , were basical ly 
the s ame as in Dutch P o o l e r ' s o r c h e s t r a . 

Another well known group was Allie Buell 's o r c h e s ­
t r a . They also played for many dances and specia l 
occas ions , including many m i n s t r e l shows. Allie Buell 
was a very fine violinist (not fiddle player this t i m e . ) 
He also played the bar i tone horn in the Citizens Band 
and was just as good a player in that capaci ty . Other 
m e m b e r s of his o r c h e s t r a w e r e : Jenny F o n e s , piano; 
F r a n k Ba rnes , flute; William Coll ins , c la r ine t ; Ed 
Croake and Tip Tilden, co rne t s ; Hal McFar l and , t r o m ­
bone and J immy Rebeor , d r u m s . A few yea r s la ter 
Dave Ca r ro l l rep laced Jenny Fones at the piano and 
Harold P a l m e r rep laced Ed Croake on the corne t . 

In 1916 John W. Stevenson, Superintendent of the 
Amer ican Woolen Mills h e r e , and Exalted Ruler of the 
Elks Lodge, bought new uniforms for our band. They 
were c r e a m colored t r i m m e d with purp le . We then 
became known as the Elks Band and we r e h e a r s e d in 
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the Elks Lodge r o o m s . The Elks Convention was in 
Fulton that year and the big white elk was brought h e r e 
and displayed at the plaza . In 1915 we played the Elks 
Convention in Troy and our band took f i r s t p r i z e . The 
Elks themselves were d r e s s e d in -white and c a r r i e d 
white canes . The Fulton Lodge boasted having the 
l a rges t and the sma l l e s t Elk around this a r e a , M r . 
F r a n k Judd weighing over 500 lb s . and M r . Mi l la rd 
Beards ley , who peddled ice from door to door for 
M r . Sam Sharp, weighing around 100 l b s . The band 
s t i l l used the old uniforms when playing cer ta in jobs 
under the name of Cit izens Band. In 1917 ten of us 
played for the Arrowhead Mills F lag Rais ing Ceremony , 
where A r m s t r o n g Cork Co. is today. 

Another outstanding and different group was the 
Ful ton Symphony O r c h e s t r a conducted by F . J e s s Newton. 
We played th ree annual concer t s in 1916-17-18 in the 
Quirk Theater and a final concer t on Monday evening, 
January 26, 1920. There were 32 m u s i c i a n s , too many 
to ment ion h e r e . The re was also a vocal quar te t - -
M r s . Ross Wolever , Miss Ethel R e a r , Miss Hazel 
Thomas and Miss Ruth Allen. They sang "Br ida l 
C h o r u s " by Cowen_-Spicker. Harps w e r e played by 
Miss Osia Rumsey and He rman Randal l . 

In our schools today we have some very fine bands , 
70-100 m e m b e r s , but yea r s ago we had o r c h e s t r a s . 
The f i r s t Fulton High School o r c h e s t r a was in 1912. 
Following a r e the eight or ig ina l m e m b e r s : Leonard 
Tice , cornet ; Leigh Simpson, cornet ; Russe l l R o g e r s , 
t rombone; Harold Reed, c lar ine t ; Homer Smith, 
flute; F r e d P a t r i c k , violin; Harold Caffrey, violin 
and Lee McCaffrey, p iano. 

November 11, 1918 - a grea t day in the lives of 
the people in Ful ton . There would never be another 
•war. We ce lebra ted in many -ways that night, one 
of which was a huge pa rade led by our Cit izens Band. 
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One of our mus ic ians was not t h e r e . He was Lieutenant 
Homer Russe l l Smith, our flute player who, as you 
known, was killed in F r a n c e . Our Amer ican Legion 
Pos t he re was named in his honor . L a t e r , on Dec. 26, 
1920, his body having been re tu rned to Ful ton, The 
Citizens Band marched and played in his funeral 
p rocess ion . This was not uncommon in those days 
but I shal l not r e l a t e the other occas ions at this t i m e . 

As mentioned before , our Elks Band went nea r ly 
every year to the Elks Convention. I would like to 
te l l you a l i t t le about the one in Albany on June 3rd and 
4th, 1919. We took the 1:21 t ro l ley to Syracuse ; then 
the t ra in the r e s t of the way. We stayed at the TenEyck 
Hotel -which was something in those days . John D. 
Mcln tyre , one of the E lks , and a few others were the 
life of the par ty , jus t a lot of good fun. That evening, 
a c r o s s the s t r e e t and up a block, we played a concer t 
and pavement dance. We played a beautiful new waltz 
and when we finished, two gir ls came up to me and asked 
the name of the tune . I said, " I 'm F o r e v e r Blowing 
Bubbles . " The next morning we played the big E lks ' 
pa rade and re tu rned to Fulton that evening. 

On June 26th this same yea r , the band went to 
Oneida for another two day outing. We left Ful ton at 
8:35 A . M . on the O. k W. t r a in . F r a n k Dolbear , our 
alto p layer , came a l i t t le late and had not shaved. We 
all told him to go down a block to Zuck 's Ba rbe r Shop 
and get fixed up. We finally convinced him he had t ime , 
so he went. He got in the chai r , got la thered up and 
the barber had shaved down one side only as the t ra in 
came rumbling a c r o s s Oneida St. F r a n k threw off the 
apron and came running, la ther and al l , and made the 
t r a i n . 

When we a r r ived at Oneida we m a r c h e d out to a 
large field to a tent where we had our lunch. We all 
laid our ins t ruments in the tall g ra s s nearby . My 
cornet was so sma l l , I was afraid it would get stepped 
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on so I put it inside Lynn R icha rdson ' s big bass ho rn . 
Bern Wilcox sat with me at the table as we always went 
around together . I was the las t one to finish eating as 
usual and when I went to get my horn I could not find i t . 
The o thers had picked up their ins t ruments and the 
parade was forming. Bern reminded me where I had 
put the cornet so I ran to where Lynn -was standing 
and asked him if he had seen it. He said, "No, " so I 
told him where I had put i t . We looked in his big bass 
horn and the re it w a s . 

As this second decade was coming to an end, we 
again saw. some major changes . On Sept. 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 , 1919, 
was held the las t Oswego County F a i r . Our Citizens 
Band played every afternoon in the south end of the 
Grandstand. I took movies of s e v e r a l things including 
the balloon going up for the las t t i m e . It was sad for 
many to see the end of this g rea t F a i r but new things 
were to follow. 

In 1920 John W. Stevenson came forward again and, 
with the r e s o u r c e s of the Amer ican Woolen Co. , built 
for the people of Fulton, Recrea t ion P a r k . The famous 
open-a i r dance pavilion came f i r s t , then the la rge m e r r y -
go-round with a huge dome over it supported by big 
round p i l l a r s . There were hundreds of light bulbs on 
top which made a beautiful sight from the other side of 
the lake . In 1921 a large auditorium was built to be used 
in the winter months for many different p u r p o s e s . Movies 
were instal led shor t ly and managed by Homer Ives . On 
F e b r u a r y 8, 1922, the f i rs t show was run featuring 
Rudolph Valentino in "The Sheik." Mer t Reynolds ' 
o r c h e s t r a played s u m m e r s in the Pavil ion and win te rs 
in the audi tor ium. Other m e m b e r s were Bina Reed, 
piano; Ralph Br iggs , d r u m s ; William Coll ins, saxo­
phone; Grant Bayerian (Syracuse) , t rumpet ; F r e d A d k i n s , 
(Oswego), t rombone; and Jay Benton (Oswego), banjo. 
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A lit t le l a te r the o r c h e s t r a changed. Len Youmans 
played saxophone and I played t rumpe t . Still l a te r 
H a r r y Nichols played piano; Bud Buell , d r u m s , and 
Al O 'Br ien , banjo. M e r t ' s o r c h e s t r a was very popular 
and played many dances , mos t ly as the Elks and the 
Knights of Columbus bes ides Recrea t ion P a r k . 

November 12th, 1920, was an exciting day in Fulton 
F . W. Woolworth opened his new 5 & 10 cent s to re on 
Oneida S t ree t . In those days 5 and 10 mean t jus t that . 
You could buy nothing t he r e except for a nickel or a 
d ime . Of course he had to have the Reynolds o r c h e s t r a 
to enter ta in the public all afternoon. On such occasions 
Mer t always had us play his favori te o v e r t u r e , "The 
Bridal Rose , " which featured a cornet so lo . 

Another such day was April 19th, 1922, when we 
played for J. R. Sull ivan's Grea ter Fu rn i tu r e s to re 
opening. Again the p rogram included "The Bridal R o s e . " 

I would like to te l l you about a New Y e a r ' s dance 
held at Bowens Corne r s in the hall over Lee Bea rds l ey ' s 
s to re on December 31, 1920, and how we got t h e r e . 
About 7:00 P . M . I walked up to VanAmburg 's Ice Cream 
P a r l o r on West F i r s t S t ree t just a few door south of 
Broadway and waited for my r i d e . In a few minutes I 
heard sleigh bells and Tip and Rose Tilden pulled up 
in a nice cut ter pulled by a gray h o r s e . We drove to 
Curt is Street and then out the Plank road to Bowens. 
As we left the city line by Elijah Lake ' s place we came 
upon seve ra l pitchholes over 2 feet deep . This was 
quite a p rob lem. When the ho r se was down below we 
w e r e on top, and when we were on the bottom s ta r t ing 
up the next hump, the thil ls w e r e a lmost s t ra igh t up 
and the ho r se was going out of sight into the next hole . 
Believe m e , we had to hang on. Soon the going was 
be t te r and we a r r ived at the par ty on t i m e . 

22 



On June 27, 1922, Fulton paid honor to one of its 
famous sons . Ed F r a w l e y had r e tu rned home from the 
Naval Academy. He was one of the c rew that won the 
Olympics in Europe that yea r , so M r . John Stevenson 
a r ranged a large recept ion for him at Recrea t ion P a r k . 
West F i r s t St reet from Curt is to Broadway and then 
to the P a r k was well lighted with l a rge r ed f la res all 
the way. Our Citizens Band led the parade from Ed ' s 
home and a huge crowd followed. 

Going back now to the Quirk Thea te r , s eve ra l 
o r c h e s t r a s played t h e r e . Allie Buell ' s was one of 
the f i r s t ones but playing for m i n s t r e l shows only. 
Then for the movies la ter M r s . Jennie Fones played 
piano along with Henry Schel lenberg, violin; Edward 
Croake , cornet ; and J i m m y Rebeor , d r u m s . One of 
the g rea tes t s i lent films shown in 1915 was David W. 
Griffith's "Bir th of a Nation. " Henry Schel lenberg ' s 
o r c h e s t r a played the accompanying m u s i c , following 
a cue sheet which came with the f i lm. 

In the y e a r s from 1921 to 1929, the thea te r had 
vaudeville acts on F r idays and Saturdays along with a 
cowboy p ic tu re . On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday was 
the so -ca l l ed big mov ie . Dave C a r r o l l played piano 
along with J immy Rebeor , d r u m s ; Gus Burns (Syracuse) , 
violin; Ed Fox, flute; and Harold P a l m e r , corne t . 
In 1923 Sherman Drohan rep laced J immy Rebeor at 
the d r u m s . On F e b r u a r y 15, 16 and 17, 1929, we 
played our las t shows because talkies w e r e ins ta l led . 
However, on Jan. 2, 1931, we r e tu rned to the thea te r 
to play vaudeville again along with the t a l k i e s . After 
a few yea r s vaudeville died out, and we w e r e laid off 
again. 
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The week of January 31 - F e b r u a r y 6, 1926, The 
Quirk Theater had probably the f i r s t radio b roadcas t 
in Ful ton . WFBL set up its equipment on the stage in 
the Quirk Theater and, after we had played the regu la r 
show, our o r c h e s t r a played on the stage over WFBL. 
The audience stayed on and on. We had s e v e r a l phones 
insta l led so the people at home could cal l in and tell us 
how they were rece iv ing our p r o g r a m . They repor ted 
favorably and asked us to play their favori te t unes . 
About one o 'clock the o r c h e s t r a went home but we were 
at it again the next night as usua l . I r e m e m b e r one 
night wel l . After we went home around one or two 
o 'clock, Dave Ca r ro l l , our piano p layer , s tayed on 
and kept playing and broadcas t ing a lone . The next 
night we asked him how late he had played and he 
sa id , "Well, I ' l l tell you. I played ' Three O'Clock 
in the Morning ' at t h ree o 'clock in the morn ing and then 
I went home . " 

There was one m o r e type of show that was put on 
a lmost annually for 3 0 or m o r e y e a r s . This was the 
people 's favor i te , "The Mins t re l Show. " Fulton was 
b lessed with some very fine amateur talent; bet ter 
than some profess ional . These shows were put on 
most ly by the Elks and the Knights of Columbus, 
although the Odd Fellows and some o thers had a few. 
They were d i rec ted usually by our very capable Milt 
Crandal l . I have a p rog ram he re of the E lks ' Min­
s t r e l s held December 13 and 14th, 1915, at the Quirk 
Thea te r . Music was furnished by Allie Buell ' s 
o r c h e s t r a . M r . Drandal l used fifty people in this 
production. To mention just a few, the four come­
dians were George A. Washburn, F . P a r k e r Van 
Buren, John J . Pomphre t and Thomas F . F a r r e l l . 
There were eight dancers Lewis F . Cornel l , W. 
Lawson Woodbury, Chester R. Kempston, Raymond 
G. Pol la rd , Maur ice W. P o w e r s , H a r r y C. Webb, 
F r e d e r i c Radder and F r a n k D. H a r e . The grea t 
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vocalists were too numerous to mention h e r e . "Lis ten 
to that Dixie Band" was one of the hits sung by P a r k e r 
VanBuren. "A Litt le Bit of Heaven" sung by Ed Walsh 
brought on heavy applause as did "Somewhere a Voice 
is Call ing" sung by Lawrence Ranger . 

During the late twenties and ea r ly th i r t i es big 
name bands came to Recrea t ion P a r k . Among them 
w e r e Ozzie Nelson, Eddie Duchin and Blanche Cal­
loway, Cab Calloway's s i s t e r . 

In 1930 Len Youmans had an eleven piece local 
o r c h e s t r a that played in the open air pavilion on 
Memor ia l Day and at other t imes during the s u m m e r 
and ear ly fall . Playing with him were Royal F u r n e s s , 
ba s s ; Mel Ha rg rave , d r u m s ; Ha r r y Nichols , piano; 
Dick Gardner , Stanley Phi l l ips and Homer Jennings , 
saxophones; Harold P a l m e r and Bud P a r k s , t rumpe t s 
and Art Fox (Oswego), t rombone . 

Another la rge local o r c h e s t r a was Tommy Blan-
t o n ' s . This group toured the e a s t e r n s ta tes and was 
very popular in Boston. They played in Fulton in the 
middle and late t h i r t i e s . 

There w e r e s e v e r a l sma l l e r o r c h e s t r a s playing 
school and pr ivate dances . Mel H a r g r a v e ' s "High 
H a t t e r s " was one of the mos t popular . Mel played 
drums along with John Jennings , piano; Homer Jen­
nings, c la r ine t and saxophone; and Art Fox (Oswego), 
t rombone . 

My own group was called "The Happy F i v e " , the 
m e m b e r s being: H a r r y Nichols , piano; Harold P a l m e r , 
t rumpet ; Len Youmans, saxophone; Al O 'Br ien , banjo; 
and Bud Buell, d r u m s . 

Playing s e v e r a l yea r s at the Spanish Inn were 
Al Bedell, piano; Hamilton Kinne, violin; J immy 
DeBott is , t rumpet ; and Maur ice Rebeor , d r u m s . 

Other o r c h e s t r a s were Dick Bracy ' s and Leon 
Hals tead ' s " C r u s a d e r s . " Bill Mason played t rumpe t 
with Halstead and I played with Bracy . 
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After the building of the Quirk Thea te r , the Quirk 
Ballroom on the th i rd floor was ve ry popular for dances. 
Severa l good o r c h e s t r a s played the re including the F r e d 
Curt is group from Oswego. In those days an all gir l 
o r c h e s t r a was unheard of (except Phil Spi ta lny 's ) . 
However, this locali ty boasted an all g i r l o r c h e s t r a of 
its own called "The Modern Maidens" which often p e r ­
formed at the Quirk Bal l room. The m e m b e r s w e r e : 
Miss El izabeth Taylor , t rumpet ; Miss Winifred Drohan, 
Phoenix, violin; Miss Jenny Drohan, Phoenix, d rums ; 
Miss June Rice , Syracuse , piano; and another young 
lady from Syracuse playing saxophone. Apri l 18, 1931, 
was a r e d - l e t t e r day in their c a r e e r . On that night, 
there -was a new m e m b e r playing the1 t rumpet with the 
"Modern Maidens" , none other than yours t r u ly . 

Las t Apri l , Mr . Weldon Grose gave a very in te res t ing 
paper on mus ic in the Nineteenth Century, and his expe r i ­
ences and s to r ies from 1931 to date , that being the year 
he came to Oswego. There is no need of my repeat ing 
those y e a r s . 

In closing I would like to mention the famous Marathon 
dances held in the Auditorium at Recrea t ion P a r k . Couples 
would dance together 24 hours a day, continuously, to see 
who could endure the longest . O r c h e s t r a s played in the 
evenings and huge crowds attended. Then the crowds and 
the o r c h e s t r a -went home, but the contestants had to con­
tinue dancing. 

This being a wonderful subject in itself, I -would like 
to suggest that someone be invited to wr i te a paper on 
th i s , and many other in teres t ing occas ions held at 
Recrea t ion P a r k , with its popular Blue Bird Tea-Room. 
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THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

STRUGGLE TO CONTROL 

OSWEGO'S WATER 

by 

H. Fred Bartle 

In urban A m e r i c a n life, water and poli t ics mix to form 
a somewhat v iscous , frequently unclear , inevitably pol­
luted, and r a r e ly sa t i s fac tory beve rage . In Oswego, a 
city whose his tory has essent ia l ly been the story of water 
for t ranspor ta t ion and power, i ts abundance has tended 
to intensify r a the r than l e s sen the hazards of i ts pol i t ical 
journey through the ci ty 's ma ins . In Oswego, when water 
and poli t ics have mixed, the r e su l t has been t rouble . 

Nineteen S ix ty-Three was the centennial ann ive r sa ry 
of the passage by the New York State Legis la ture of an 
act to Incorpora te the Oswego Water Works Company 
(Chapter 397, May 4, 1863). The original i nco rpora to r s 
of this pr ivate company were Thomas Kingsford, DeWitt 
C. Littlejohn, Delos DeWolf, Samuel Johnson, Hamilton 
Mur ray , Theodore Irwin, Cheney Ames , John Edwards 
and Abner Mattoon. Mattoon was at that time r e p r e s e n t ­
ing Oswego County in the New York State Assembly . 
Mur ray died before the company began to function; he 
was replaced as a d i r ec to r by David G. Fo r t . 

The question whether water should be municipally 
supplied or given over to pr ivate dis t r ibut ion was a 
famil iar one to urban Amer i cans in the 19th century . 
P r iva te water supply had the advantage of involving p r i ­
vate capital in urban development, but complicating this 
were the frequently inhibiting guarant ies public govern­
ments were obliged to make to private financial i n t e r e s t s 
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and the invitations such a r r angemen t s extended to an 
unsavory use of money and influence. The fai lure of 
pr ivate en t e rp r i s e to satisfy New York Ci ty ' s need with 
resul t ing public health prob lems was cons idered not 
insufficient tes t imony in favor of public ownership, at 
l eas t it took New York thirty years to take over its own 
supply function. Why should pr ivate indust ry be p e r m i t ­
ted to profit f rom the need of people in a city for water? 
Why not supply water ei ther at cost or even below cost 
with the deficit being made up from the genera l tax levy? 
The counter a rgument in a place such as Oswego was that 
the c i ty ' s government was probably l ess efficient than 
private bus iness - - and more tellingly that pr ivate capital 
existed and could be easi ly persuaded to do the job. 
Assemblyman Mattoon's attitude in 1863 i l l u s t r a t e s this 
point. As a member of the Legis la tu re he promoted a bill , 
which among other things, offered him the chance to com­
bine public serv ice with pe r sona l profit . These dual mo­
tivations were typical for the Amer i can bus ines sman of 
the 19th century. It is l e ss common to find the p rac t i ce 
defended in the 20th century now that conf l ic t -of - in teres t 
has a s t ronger poli t ical meaning. 

The company 's intention was to supply Oswego with 
"pure and wholesome" wa te r . It was authorized to with­
draw water , free of charge , f rom the Oswego River at 
any point beyond one and one-half mi les south of the Bridge 
S t ree t br idge , the quantity to be l imited only if canal navi­
gation or milling should be joepardized . The company was 
authorized to take water "f rom The Oswego River , or any 
lake , sp r ings , ponds or s t r e a m s as may be de te rmined" 

The act specifically authorized the city of Oswego 
to contract with the company for i ts water needs , includ­
ing fire control and authorized the company to sel l wate r 
to pr ivate c i t izens or co rpora t ions . The company was 
delegated emient domain r igh t s , subject to "such r eason­
able regulat ion as the common council . . . shall p r e s c r i b e . " 
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A seven ty - f ive thousand dollar capital stock i ssue was 
provided for, with the company being given p e r m i s s i o n to 
capi tal ize another $75, 000 if it saw fit. And the company 
was given additional author izat ion to borrow $150, 000. 

Actually, public water in Oswego dates at l eas t f rom 
1830 when the village board appropr ia ted $60 for the pur­
pose of sinking a well at the corner of West F i r s t and 
Gemini and place a "pump there in . " In fact, the P r e s i ­
dent of the village was di rected to superintend the work . 
The well actually cost %79.6 l , setting a prec ident main­
tained with unenviable consis tency to the p resen t t ime 
that water faci l i t ies end up costing more than people ex­
pect them to. 

The Village government subsidized pr ivate ly dug wells 
f rom time to t ime until the expansion of the 1860's n e c e s ­
si tated a more coordinated sys t em of water del ivery f rom 
an out-of-ci ty sou rce . 

The Water Works Company existed only on paper until 
after the Civil War . In January 1867, the leg i s la tu re 
amended the company 's cha r t e r to p e r m i t $400, 000 worth 
of capital stock and a $400,000 debt l imi t . It appears 
that eight hundred thousand do l la r s was substant ial ly more 
money than was needed to cons t ruc t the contemplated 
physical fac i l i t i es . The Company actually built the water 
works most ly with borrowed money. The actual cash 
invested by the company or iginal i nco rpo ra to r s was 
probably a very smal l amount. 

On March 8, 1867, the Company signed a con t rac t with 
the city that was to become operat ional when 100 fire hy­
dran t s should be functional and to las t for twenty y e a r s . 
Outgoing Mayor Maxwell B. Richardson (Oswego's munic ­
ipal elections were held the f i r s t Tuesday in March with 
the newly elected officials taking office a week la ter ) 
signed for the city. By the t ime the con t rac t became 
operat ional , on November 1, 1867, Simeon Bates w a s m a y o r . 
During the spring and s u m m e r of 186 7, a water powered 
pumping stat ion was built at high dam, two miles south of 
city hall . It was fireproof, frostproof and very modern . 
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Two suction pumps, dr iven by turbine w a t e r w h e e l s com­
bined to lift two million gallons per day to the two city 
r e s e r v o i r s . The two r e s e r v o i r s had a combined capacity 
of 17,500, 00 gal lons, or enough to las t the city for sixty 
days . Incidnetally, the water was "f i l te red" at the r e s e r ­
voirs before being permi t ted to enter the c i ty ' s ma ins . 
During 1867, approximately s ixteen mi les of mains were 
laid. The water , according to the Oswego Times was 
"c l ea r like spring water , and fit for drinking and ord in­
a ry p u r p o s e s . " 

The city had contrac ted to pay the Water Works Com­
pany a sum of $20, 000 per year for water de l ivery to 
city-owned buildings and for f ire protec t ion . By 1884, 
the city was also paying $150 annually for "ex t ra p r e s ­
s u r e , " plus $3', 807. 07 in t e re s t on the expenses of laying 
water mains after 1867, plus $2,000 for new hydrants , 
pipes and fountains. The e x t r a - p r e s s u r e fee was for 
f ire fighting. The Company did not mainta in enough 
p r e s s u r e in the l ines to operate the c i ty ' s fire fighting 
appara tus ; when there was a f i re the pumping stat ion had 
to be signalled whereupon an additional pump was ac t i ­
vated which, at l e a s t theore t ica l ly , shoved enough addi­
tional p r e s s u r e into the mains to fight the f i r e . For 
this the city paid ex t ra . The i n t e r e s t charges had been 
fixed in the 1867 cont rac t . Also, pursuant to the original 
cont rac t , the city was requi red to pay an annual fee of 
$50 per year for each new fire hydrant ins ta l led . The 
total 1884 cost to the city government was $25, 957, which 
was 16. 2% of the c i ty 's total budget for that yea r . 

At the Common Council meeting on Tuesday evening, 
November 18, 1884,' as the l a s t i t em of bus iness at the 
meet ing, the c l e rk read the following le t ter f rom the 
Oswego Water Works Company: 

The Oswego Water Works Company is ready 
to negotiate with the City of Oswego for a new 
cont rac t to supply it with water upon reasonable 
t e r m s , for an extended per iod. 

This communicat ion is made at this t ime 
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so that nei ther the company nor the city may be 
e m b a r r a s s e d by the lack of t ime to make other 
a r r a n g e m e n t s before the expirat ion of the p r e ­
sent contract , should there be a fai lure to con­
summate an ag reemen t upon such fair and r e a ­
sonable t e r m s as will commend itself to your 
Honorable body and meet with the favor of the 
t axpaye r s . 

s /H . M. Harmon, Sec re t a ry 
It was to be a lmos t four yea r s before t e r m s had been 

a r r ived at and even then it is difficult to suggest that 
they t ruly commended themse lves to e i ther the common 
council or the t axpaye r s . The poli t ical explosiveness 
of the i ssue is perhaps be t te r indicated by the haste 
with which the common council sought to insulate itself. 
As soon as Mr . Ha rmon ' s le t te r was read , Alderman 
McGowan moved that the Mayor appoint a c i t i zen ' s 
commit tee to confer "with the Common Council and 
Water Works Company in r ega rd to the m a t t e r . " The 
motion passed unanimously. 

A week after being so ins t ruc ted , Mayor Dowdle 
repor ted back to the Council that he had assembled a 
commit tee of twenty-two m e m b e r s , five e x - m a y o r s 
among them, including M r . Richardson^ 

The c i t i zens ' commit tee i tself moved rapidly . 
Within another week it had met , elected ex-Mayor Edwin 
Allen as cha i rman, and had invited the Oswego Water 
Works to d i rec t a proposa l to i t . The c i t i zens ' com­
mittee also had addressed s e r i e s of quest ions both to the 
Oswego City Clerk and to the Company. It had a lso s e ­
lected a three member subcommit tee to cor respond with 
other ci t ies of comparable size in an effort to a s semble 
compara t ive data about water c o s t s . 
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Within two weeks the Company responded with a p r o ­
posal and answers to the commi t t ee ' s que r i e s , answers 
which fell somewhat shor t of the commi t t ee ' s expecta t ions . 
The speed of this init ial action did not c rea te a momentum 
capable of continuing through to a decision; all of this 
prompt action was soon benumbed by a year of w o r d s . 

The cititzens1 commit tee had wanted from the Company: 
1. A map of the water supply sys t em 
2. A s ta tement of the cost of the company 's works 
3. A s ta tement of annual operating expenses 
4. A s ta tement of the company 's r evenues . 

The Company's proposal was embidied in a le t ter dated 
December 16, 1884, to the commit tee f rom Thomas S. 
Mott, P r e s iden t . After noting that the Company could 
pump some th ree mill ion gallons of water per day through 
approximately thir ty mi les of ma ins , P r e s i d e n t Mott 
offered: 

to furnish a supply, during 25 yea r s from exp i ra ­
tion of p r e s e n t con t rac t of good water taken from 
Oswego River at its pump houses for f ire engines , 
f i re purposes , and for engine houses , for the city 
hall and all public buildings, for 20 public and 
drinking fountains, for public schools and school 
houses , for churches or parochia l schools , for the 
Oswego City Hospital , the Home for the Homeles s , 
the Orphan Asylum and to pump into the mains for 
f ire purposes upon signal, for a cons idera t ion to 
be paid by the city per year of $15, 000 and taxes 
for the f i r s t 15 .years, and $12, 000 and taxes per 
year for the next ten y e a r s , to be paid quar te r ly ; 
the Common Council to have the r ight to order 
hydrants and for the f i r s t 20 yea r s extensions as 
in the p r e s e n t contract , paying for the hydrants as 
now and 6 per cent i n t e re s t on the cost of mains 
o rdered by the Council. . .When rece ip t s from 
pr ivate consumers reached $20, 000 per year , 
$3, 000 to be deducted from g r o s s sum paid by the 
ci ty. 
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This proposal was essent ia l ly a renewal of the existing 
cont rac t . The Water Works Company paid the city approxi ­
mate ly $5, 000 per year in p roper ty taxes so the ra te of 
fifteen thousand per year plus taxes was about the same as 
twenty thousand per year without t axes . Since nei ther the 
amount nor value of p roper ty of the Company would be 
l ikely to d e c r e a s e , the new t e r m s actually r ep re sen ted 
a slight i nc rease in the c i ty ' s payment taken over a twenty-
five year per iod. 

The company 's reply to the commi t t ee ' s four questions 
was to become a ma t t e r of lively con t roversy . 

1. "It is not convenient to m a k e . , . m a p s for the use 
of the c o m m i t t e e . " P re sumab ly "the commi t t ee . . . 
(could) have access to those in posses s ion of city 
au thor i t i e s . " 

2. The Company said it had paid a cont rac tor 
named James McDonald $457, 000 for the or iginal 
works but that i ts cont rac t with McDonald had not 
specified "the pr ice of the seve ra l p a r t s . " "(A)bout 
$100,000" had been spent by Company since 1868 
to make capital i m p r o v e m e n t s . 

3. The Company r epor t ed operat ing expenses for 
1884 of $14, 173. 22 plus i n t e r e s t payments of 
$16, 150. 00 for a total of $30, 323. 22. This figure 
co r robo ra t e s the fact that the works had been built 
with borrowed r a t h e r than subscr ibed money. 

4. The Company l is ted i ts 1884 non-ci ty income at 
$13, 133.84. These Company supplied f igures indi­
cated an apparent profit for the Company of approxi ­
mate ly ten thousand dol lars for 1884. 

86321 

3 3 



At about the same t ime this information was being pub­
lic j / o d , the c i t i zens ' commit tee published compara t ive 
.'inures which tended to prove that Oswego's water was 
( .Ntrcmcly cost ly. Here is the data: 

I;ILL 

Oswego 
Ogdensburg 
Binghamton 
Lockport 

Auburn 
Utica 
Kingston 
Poughkeepsie 
Yonkers 
L a n c a s t e r , Pa . 
Pa t e r son, N. J . 
Trenton, N. J . 
Rome 
Newbur gh 
E l m i r a 

Population 

22, 
10, 

17, 
13, 

2 1 , 
3 3 , 
18, 
20 , 
18, 
23 , 
36, 
24 , 
12, 
18, 
20 , 

000 
340 
315 
522 

934 
913 
342 
207 
892 
980 
210 
260 
045 
050 
541 

1884 Cost 
To City 

$25, 957.07 
2, 050 
None 
3, 000 

20, 000 
17,000 

None 
2, 000 

10,050 
None 

21,867 
None 
None 
None 

10, 700 

Water Supply 
Public or P r iva t e 

P r iva t e 
Public 
Public 
P r i v . owned 
ren ted by city 
P r iva t e 
P r iva t e 
P r iva t e 
Publ ic 
Public 
Public 
P r i v a t e 
Public 
Public 
Public 
P r iva t e 

(The data shown above was obtained, according to the 
c i t i zens 1 commi t t ee , by ques t ionna i re . Its re l iab i l i ty 
depends not only upon how carefully the c i t ies quer ied 
filled out the ques t ionna i re , but also upon their methods 
of de termining cost f igures . There is a lso some ques ­
tion as to the select ion of c i t i e s . However , despite any 
poss ible marg in of e r r o r , the unenviable posit ion of 
Oswego was made quite c l e a r . ) 
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One of the m o s t outspoken ant i -Company Oswe-
gonians was Dewitt Clinton Lit t lejohn, who had been 
one of the i nco rpo ra to r s of the company in 1863 and who 
had served on its f i r s t board of d i r e c t o r s . In 1884, 
Litt lejohn, near ing the end of his long public c a r e e r , was 
serving what was to be a brief comeback in the New York 
State Assembly . He introduced a bill that would have 
c rea ted a three m e m b e r , unpaid, popularly elected 
board of water c o m m i s s i o n e r s who would "examine and 
consider all m a t t e r s r e l a t ive to supplying the ci ty. . . 
with a sufficient quantity of pure and wholesome w a t e r . " 
The commiss ion was to be ins t ruc ted to "employ chem­
i s t s , eng ineers , su rveyors and other such p e r s o n s " to 
help it p r epa re a r epo r t due on or before Sept. 1, 1885. 
The plan could include, Litt lejohn had i n se r t ed in his 
bi l l , "the purchase of any -water -works -with the p ipes , 
mach inery , . . . (etc. ). " The bill a lso would have p e r ­
mit ted the commiss ion to r ecommend construct ion of 
new works with the water taken from Lake Ontar io . 

The commiss ion ' s plan was then to be submit ted 
to a public r e fe rendum. Anticipating a proposal for a 
municipal ly owned wate rworks and public approval for 
this proposal , the bill then went on to para l le l roughly 
the 21-year old pr iva te bil l , s imple substi tut ing "public 
commiss ion" for Oswego W a t e r w o r k s Company. The 
bill passed the 1884 sess ion of the New York State L e g i s ­
la ture only to be vetoed by Governor David B. Hill . 
In 1885, Litt lejohn was no longer in the Leg i s l a tu r e , 
but he was s t i l l i n t e res t ed in promoting his bi l l . 

Both the Pal ladium and the Times and E x p r e s s took the 
edi tor ia l position that the Company's proposal was unac ­
ceptable . The Pal ladium accused the company of padding 
i ts cost f igures , estimating that the works had cost m o r e 
near ly two hundred than six hundred thousand d o l l a r s . 
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It bemoaned the fact that no one seemed able to defend 
the ci ty 's taxpayers while the Water Works Company 
was "composed of men abundantly able to take ca re of 
their own i n t e r e s t s . " The Times and E x p r e s s in a long 
edi tor ia l on December 17, 1884, noted that the "cla im 
that the Oswego Water Works had actually cost $563,466.55 
. . . i s difficult to look upon with s e r i o u s n e s s . " "We have 
some recol lec t ion that Mr . McDonald, the ostensible 
con t rac to r , in giving evidence in a suit at lav/, placed 
their cost s eve ra l hundred thousand dol lars less than 
that sum. " (My own r e s e a r c h indicates the cost of the 
or iginal works •was approximately $250, 000. ) The 
Times and E x p r e s s went on to advocate Oswego's owner­
ship of its own water works . "It -would be the cheapest 
and best in the end. " As if to u n d e r s c o r e i ts d i s s a t i s ­
faction v/ith the company, the paper r epor ted in the same 
i ssue that the elegant res iden t of C. W. Pia t t on the 
corner of Eas t Sixth and Utica S t ree ts had completely 
burned. "There was considerable difficulty in obtaining 
water and when a s t r e a m was at las t got upon the f lames 
it was imposs ib le to check them. " The company has 
pe r s i s t en t ly a s s e r t e d that it put special pumps into 
operat ion when a f ire a l a r m sounded to build up the water 
p r e s s u r e beyond its normal 22 pounds. The r epo r t of 
the f ire caust ical ly continued, "The s t r e a m from the 
hydrant was use l e s s and even when the s t e a m e r got to 
•work it was imposs ib le to r each the second s tory -with 
a s t r e a m st rong enough to be of any u s e . " "Prominent 
m e m b e r s of the f i re depar tment say if there had been 
water enough to get a good s t r e a m at the beginning of 
the f i re , the building might have been saved. " The 
Company's defense against this accusat ion will be noted 
l a t e r . 
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A second con t roversy was super imposed over the 
public vs . pr ivate ownership i s s u e : whether Oswego 
should continue drawing water from the Oswego River or 
tap Lake Ontario ins tead. B. B. Burt, a lawyer , an 
ex-Alderman , and a member of the Board of F i r e Com­
m i s s i o n e r s , painted a somewhat horrifying picture of 
Oswego River -water in a long le t ter to the Morning Ex­
p res s . Mr . Burt catalogued the raw sewage, was te 
products of t anne r i e s , woolen r r r l l s , paper mi l l s and 
other "filthy and decayed" was tes that polluted the 
Oswego River . Then he pointed out the inadequacies of 
the water works f i l t rat ion sys tem by repor t ing an anec ­
dote about a half-pound fish being found in a spr ink le r 
head. Rising to his subject , Mr . Burt noted that of an 
"analysis of 93 wa te r s used for city purposes in this 
and foreign counties , no one showed so grea t a quantity 
of organic ma t t e r as the Oswego River after f i l t ra t ion. " 
Growing st i l l w a r m e r , Mr . Burt admonished, " Impure 
water weakens the body and mind, injures the t i s sues 
and blood, pe rmi t s des t ruct ion of their vigor and s h o r ­
tens average life and degenera tes the ent i re exis tence 
of the r i s ing generat ion. " Then Burt s t ruck at the 
water works as "too s m a l l . " He suggested the building 
of an ent i re ly new water supply sys t em, city owned, 
using Lake Ontario as the source of supply. At var ious 
s tages of the con t roversy , the Water Works Company 
expressed a wil l ingness to be bought out, but Bur t ' s 
suggestion that the company should be abandoned mus t 
have caused considerable concern at the Company's 
front office. P re s iden t Mott and his a s soc ia te s found 
themselves doing battle on two f ron t s - -one to p r e s e r v e 
private ownership of the city water sys tem and on the 
other to continue to use the Oswego River as their intake 
sou rce . 
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At leas t one member of the c i t i zens ' commit tee was 
outspokenly p ro-Water Works Company. Dr . C . C . P . 
Clark publicized in the c i ty ' s papers his view that Oswego 
River water was not only fit to dr ink, but be t te r than Lake 
Ontario w a t e r . His suggestion that no flowing s t r e a m eas t 
of the Miss i s s ipp i was unfit for drinking would seem s o m e ­
what to undermine his a rgument . It is in te res t ing that in 
a long le t ter to the Times and E x p r e s s , D r . Clark , after 
an initial r e fe rence to his competencies as a physician, 
devoted far m o r e space to cost analys is than to water 
puri ty . Dr . Clark provoked a r e m o n s t r a t o r y edi tor ia l in 
the Times and Expres s for reveal ing publicly the divisions 
within the ci t izens commi t t ee . 

Ea r ly in 1.885, the cont roversy moved into a m o r e 
conspicuous a r e a . With a rev i sed vers ion of L i t t l e -
john 's bill pending in the s ta te l eg i s la tu re and a v igor­
ous le t te r wri t ing campaign taking place in the c i ty ' s 
newpapers (one pro-Company le t te r pointed out that 
mos t of the Oswego Water Works Company'.s bonds 
were held in " t rus t funds for widows and orphans . " ) , 
a public meet ing was announced by the company 's 
enemies . Handbills headed "Rally for your r i g h t s ! " 
asked "All in favor of pure and cheap w a t e r " to ra l ly 
at Columbia Hall on the evening of F e b r u a r y 9 to h e a r 
Hon. D. C. Lit t lejohn, M. B. Richardson (who was also 
to p res ide) , C. N. Bulger, A . S . Page , B . B . B u r t , and 
o t h e r s . 

While the pro-publ ic supply people were assembl ing 
their s t rength , the Company was far from idle . It 
reques ted a meet ing with the ci t izens commit tee for the 
purposes of seeking what it called non-obs t ruc t ive 
amendments to the very bill designed to abolish i t . -And 
the company's super intendent , N. M. Rowe, r e tu rned to 
Oswego jus t before the public meet ing from a has ty t r ip 
to some of the cit ies d i scussed in the c i t izens! commit ­
t ee ' s compara t ive r e p o r t p repa red to fight data with 
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data. The c i t i zens ' commit tee agreed to mee t r e p r e ­
sentat ives of the company to d iscuss the bill; however , 
the company "stood up" the commi t tee , pleading a sud­
den outbreak of i l lness among the company's officials . 
As events t r a n s p i r e d , it became evident that the Com­
pany had made plans to inf i l t rate Li t t le john 's Columbia 
Hall mee t ing . 

The night of F e b r u a r y 9 was cold and icy. Columbia 
Hall was not filled to capaci ty. The meet ing there was 
long and at t imes quite w a r m . 

While Li t t le john 's speech was the orat ion of the even­
ing, George B. Sloan's was the mos t provocat ive , all 
the m o r e so because it was unanticipated. The p r e p a r e d 
a d d r e s s e s had been p re -coord ina ted to avoid overlapping 
of subject m a t t e r . Mr . Richardson confined himself to 
pres id ing; M r . Bulger talked about wa te r c o s t s - - t h e y 
were too high; M r . Burt talked about f ire p ro tec t ion - -
it was inadequate. Then M r . Litt lejohn began in a s tyle 
cer ta in ly more congenial to his own t imes than o u r s . 

"I am told, " he commended, "that in yonder bank 
par lo r Mr . T .S .Mot t has s ta ted that D. C. Lit t lejohn 
enter ta ins persona l animosi ty and ha t red toward him; 
that I am actuated by ma l i ce . In my h e a r t , I enter ta in 
no mal ice toward man , woman or child. If it we re in my 
power, I would do Thomas S. Mott a favor tonight. I 
propose to speak plainly. " Then, as the Times and 
Expres s r epor ted , Litt lejohn del ivered his "well known 
elogy (sic) on Oswego's fo rmer bus iness p r o s p e r i t y . " 
He moved next into a s t rong denunciation of the inadequate 
Water Works Company followed by a s t e rn at tack on M r . 
Mot t ' s unreasonable and i r r e spons ib l e influence in both 
Oswego and Albany. He stated that the s tockholders of 
the Water Works Company had never actually paid any 
money for their s tock r and that the en t i re works had 
been constructed with borrowed money. The financial 
s ta tement given to the c i t i zens ' commit tee tends to bear 
this out. Its i n t e r e s t payments for 1884 indicate a debt 
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of approximately $350,000, that i s , the costs of the 
or iginal works plus improvemen t s . Litt lejohn went on 
to accuse Mott of reaping a twenty-five percent profit 
on a purely paper inves tment . This was followed by a 
somewhat detai led and somewhat i r r e l evan t defence of 
his own Midland Rai l road affairs against previous at­
tacks by Mott from "yon bank p a r l o r . " Warming, 
Litt lejohn proceeded to d iscuss how cheaply Oswego 
could run its own w o r k s . F r o m that topic, Littlejohn 
turned his attention to the need to switch from the 
impure sewage- r idden wa te r s of the r ive r to the pure 
wa te r s of the lake . Final ly , ready to conclude, he 
solemnly warned Mr . Mott not to stand in the way of 
public wa te r . Solidifying his metaphor , Littlejohn 
a s s e r t e d that Mott could no m o r e stop public water than 
he could an avalanche. 

At this point in the meet ing , the cha i rman unexpect­
edly called upon George B. Sloan. He had not been 
scheduled to speak but the fact that he came with a p r e ­
pared address indicates that he ei ther ou t smar ted 
Richardson or that Richardson ou t smar ted Litt lejohn, 
Sloan was , of cou r se , one of the mos t dist inguished men 
in the city. Like Litt lejohn, he was an ex - speaker of 
the New York State Assembly and, unlike Litt lejohn, 
he had seve ra l t e r m s in the New York State Senate st i l l 
before h im. He was also a m e m b e r of the board of 
d i r ec to r s of the Oswego Water Works Company. In a 
skillful forens ic effort, Mr . Sloan proceeded ingeniously 
to cas t doubts and a s p e r s i o n s . To be s u r e , said M r . 
Sloan, he was in favor of a public water commiss ion . 
But shouldn't the commiss ion ' s duty be f i r s t to a sce r t a in 
what the Water Works Company could do for Oswego? 
Shouldn't the commiss ion itself be impowered to deal 
with the Company if that should be the bes t thing for the 
city? Sloan warned the ci t izens not to be c a r r i e d away 
by a " rose colored view" of the city owning its own water 
w o r k s . The cost might be a p p r e s s i v e . "Mr . Lit t lejohn 
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is one of the best c i t izens we ever had, but I tell you he 
is very hopeful. He never sees a cloud, but I am a l i t t le 
safer man on this point than M r . Lit t lejohn. I am against 
tying ourse lves up. . . " Litt lejohn was one his feet at this 
point seeking to in te r rup t ; Sloan continued: "I do not want 
the people, under his (Lit t lejohn's) seductive o ra to ry , to 
lose sight of the question they came here to cons ider . " 

Lit t lejohn: "May I ask the gentleman a quest ion? " 
Sloan: "In a moment I am done. " 
M r . Sloan then went on to ask for a delay so that the 

Water Works Company might be consulted on the text of 
the bil l . The bill was the same one that had passed the 
leg is la ture in 1884, and the Company had just two days 
before the meet ing failed to keep an appointment with the 
c i t izens ' commit tee to d i scuss the bil l . Mr . Lit t lejohn 
was again on his feet with a pro tes t against delay. 
Sloan countered by saying that Assemblyman Howe 
could eas i ly get the bill through the l eg i s l a tu re . 
Litt lejohn and Sloan then proceeded to have what the 
newspapers called an 'animated ti l t . " But before 
adjournment , Sloan ca r r i ed his point. Sloan moved 
that the ci t izens assembled resubmi t the b i l l s ' tes t 
to the c i t izens ' commit tee appointed by Mayor Dowdle 
and that the commit tee consult with the Water Works 
Company. Motion ca r r i ed ; meet ing adjourned. 

The Columbia Hall meet ing was held on a Monday 
evening. The following night was regula r Common 
Council night and the Water Works Company was 
presen t in some f o r c e - - i t s officers had all appar ­
ently recovered from their collective indisposi t ions 
of the previous few days . P res iden t Mott was r e c o g ­
nized and read into the c i ty 's journal " c o r r e c t e d " 
figures which countered the c i t i zens ' commi t t ee ' s 
e a r l i e r r e p o r t . According to Mott, the total annual 
per capita cost of water for "each of the ci t ies 
r e f e r r ed to in the (c i t izens ' ) commi t t ee ' s r e p o r t " 
proved that Oswego had the cheapest water of any. 
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Actually the company r epo r t covered only five of the 
fourteen ci t ies d i scussed in the c t i t zens ' r e p o r t . 
It did introduce evidence from twenty-two other 
c i t i e s . In t e r m s of total cos t s , the Water Works 
Company's evidence showed cons iderable var ia t ions 
in cost , but cer ta in ly indicated that the cost of wa te r 
in Oswego was below the average cost for water in 
ci t ies of approximate ly Oswego's s ize throughout 
the nation. The c i t i zens ' commit tee had r e p o r t s on 
cit ies in New York, New J e r s e y , and Pennsylvania; 
the company r epo r t on s i t ies from Rhode Island to Utah. 

To further s t rengthen its data, the company com­
pared the water r a t e s of Binghamton and Oswego by 
es t imat ing the annual water bills of s eve ra l prominent 
Oswego ci t izens would pay if they lived in Binghamton. 
D. C. Litt lejohn, said Mott, paid, in 1884, $38. His 
Binghamton r a t e would have been $43. (It should be 
pointed out that in Binghamton the municipal ly owned 
and operated water works were se l f - sus ta in ing . So 
Lit t lejohn's r e a l Oswego water bill was actually his 
$38 fee plus whatever sha re of the c i ty ' s $27,000 cos ts 
came from his persona l p roper ty t axes . It is quite 
possible that Li t t le john 's actual Oswego water bill 
was higher than $43, a fact which M r . Mott failed to. 
make c l e a r . ) 

The company 's r e p o r t defended i t s e a r l i e r e s t i ­
mates of the money it had spent to cons t ruc t i ts w o r k s , 
c la imed the capacity of i ts pipes w e r e m o r e than 
adequate , that it did mainta in p r e s s u r e capable of 
fighting f i res (and that there were very few buildings 
on hill tops where p r e s s u r e had to be kept low to 
avoid too great p r e s s u r e on outlets at lower a l t i tudes) , 
and las t ly maintained that r i v e r water was p u r e . A 
cer t i f icate signed by th i r teen physicians was appended 
a s su r ing that under no c i r c u m s t a n c e s would Oswego's 
water "beget. . . or f a v o r . . . a n y kind of s i c k n e s s . " The 
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lengthy r epo r t of P r e s i d e n t Mott concluded with s t a t e ­
ments renewing the Company 's offer to negotiate and 
es t imated a cost of one mil l ion dol lars to the city should 
it decide to cons t ruc t i ts own w o r k s . 

The February 1885 newspapers a r e crowded with 
re la ted a rgumen t s . E x - m a y o r Alanson S. Page , a 
m e m b e r of the c i t izens ' commit tee , and Mr . Sloan 
t raded insul ts and exchanged accusa t ions of pe r sona l 
cupidity. The Company's r e p o r t had noted that 
Oswego's water supply was as good as Ph i l ade lph ia ' s . 
Someone who signed his le t te r "Sufficient supply" 
noted that this -was an unenviable compar i son because 
the Philadelphia a lms house had just been des t royed 
by f i re because of the lack of available hydran t s . 
Another cor respondent chided Oswego's physicians 
for including in their s ta tement (the one incorpora ted 
in the Company's r epo r t to the Common Council) the 
observat ion that they would not change their opinions 
even if chemical analysis showed them mis taken . The 
concluding s ta tement of the affidavit r e ad : "By the s ide 
of this verdict of our exper ience any chemical analysis. 
(of the wate r ) would be w o r t h l e s s . " 

These at tacks notwithstanding, M e s s r s . Sloan and 
Mott, r ep re sen t ing the company, me t with the c i t i zens ' 
subcommit tee , to propose that the bill be so worded as 
to empower the proposed water commis s ione r s to deal 
with the existing company- -e i the r to buy it out or to 
renew its con t rac t . 

On Sunday, F e b r u a r y 15, 1885, M r . Litt lejohn 
found himself highly rediculed in a long a r t i c l e in the 
Syracuse Hera ld . His own re la t ionship with the Water 
Works Company was t r aced in fine deta i l . According to 
the Herald , Litt lejohn had original ly subscr ibed for 
$5, 000 -worth of Oswego Water Works Company stock in 
1867. As if to prove Li t t le john 's point in his Columbia 
Hall speech that no money was paid for this stock, the 
Herald repor ted that a check for $500 had been re tu rned 
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to Littlejohn in 1867 and his sha re s forfeited. However, 
the company's books showed that the fifty sha re s of 
stock original ly subscr ibed to Delos DeWolfe (another 
of the original incorpora to r s ) had been t r ans f e r r ed in 
1867 to M r s . Litt lejohn and that they had been held in 
her name until in 1881 when they had been sold for $850 
to none other than Thomas S. Mott, shor t ly before Mott 
became P re s iden t of the Company. Littlejohn was also 
bera ted for his assumption that the Oswego R i v e r ' s water 
could have changed in cha rac t e r between 1867 and 1885. 
The a r t i c l e took a more modest swipe at ex-Mayor Rich­
a rdson ' s turnabout. The quick appearance of so detailed 
an attack upon Littlejohn cer ta in ly suggests some of the 
Water Company's r e s o u r c e s in this poli t ical s t rugg le . 

The Company's super intendent , N. M. Rowe, c a r r i e d 
on a considerable portion of the company's public r e l a ­
t ions. He produced yet another set of f igures to prove 
the inexpensiveness of the Company's s e rv i ce s and 
began to s t r e s s the additional benefit the city der ived 
from the fact that the Company paid to the city approxi­
mate ly $5,000 annually in t axes . M r . Rowe's enemies 
publicly recommended that he be m o r e specific, noting 
that he had been since 1873 the c i ty ' s chief a s s e s s o r . 
One somewhat sanguine c r i t i c , calling himself " Inqu i re r" 
wrote in the Pal ladium that as a r e su l t of Mr . Rowe's 
fortuitous double c a r e e r "this virtuous company have 
by sharp prac t ice paid no taxes (for) some y e a r s . " 

During the two weeks which followed the Columbia 
Hall meet ing , the Company negotiated quite sucessful ly 
with both the Common Council and the c i t i zens ' com­
mit tee about the substance of the bill to go before the 
l eg i s l a tu re . The Company effected significant changes 
concerning the authority of the proposed water com­
m i s s i o n e r . The company next sought to influence the 
composition of the commiss ion . The or iginal Littlejohn 
Bill had called for the election of c o m m i s s i o n e r s at a 
specia l election held for that purpose only and that all 
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male ci t izens be eligible to vote. The Company suggest 
ed mos t other a l t e rna t ives - - e l ec t ion at a regula r e l ec ­
tion, election by taxpayers only, appointment by the 
Common Council, appointment by the Mayor . On this 
i s sue , the c i t i zens ' commit tee held f irm and the draft 
bill submitted to a second c i t izens ' meet ing at the 
Academy of Music on Saturday evening, F e b r u a r y 28, 
called for a specia l election for c o m m i s s i o n e r s . At 
this meet ing , ex-Mayor Thomas P e a r s o n , a member 
of one c i t izens ' commit tee , del ivered the pr incipal 
add re s s ; Mr . Littlejohn did not speak at al l . Before 
this meet ing was conducted, the Company produced 
yet another set of se l f - laudatory s ta t i s t ics which 
proved, among other things, that Oswego furnished 
m o r e water annually per capita than Boston, Chicago, 
Detroi t , New Or l eans , New York, Philadelphia and 
Washington. 

The second m a s s meeting recommended the public 
water commiss ion bill again to the l eg i s l a tu re , a l ­
though it was cer ta in ly not the same public c o m m i s ­
sion bill that had been introduced by Littlejohn in 1884. 
The bill again passed only to suffer the same fate as 
Lit t lejohn's effort of the previous yea r . 

On March 10, 1885, Clark Mor r i son took the 
Mayor ' s oath from the city r e c o r d e r . Mor r i son was 
yet another ex-Mayor who had been serving on Mayor 
Dowdle's c i t izens ' commi t t ee . 

In his inaugural a d d r e s s , Mayor Mor r i son endorsed 
the bill , while noting that the mos t impor tan t r e s p o n s i ­
bility of the proposed water commiss ion would be to 
dis t r ibute data r a the r than wa te r . He suggested the 
possibil i ty that the Oswego Water Works Company 
might be capable of maintaining the ci ty 's water sup­
ply sys tem. If the Mayor ' s address suggested his 
pro-Company at t i tude, the following week 's council 
meet ing proved it. Dennis Donovan, a Seventh Ward 
a lderman , introduced a resulut ion supporting the bill 
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and urging Oswego County's a s semblymen (the County 
had two of them at that t ime) to support it in Albany. 
Eighth Ward Alderman Michael O 'Gorman moved that 
the resolut ion be r e f e r r e d to the a s - y e t unappointed 
Water Works Commit tee of the Common Council. 
(The Mayor appointed the Council 's c o m m i t t e e s . ) 
This delaying tactic was defeated by a vote of 11 to 5. 
(There were sixteen votes case because each Ward 
was r e p r e s e n t e d by two a lde rmen . ) The eleven who 
voted against postponement then voted for Donovan's 
motion. The five who voted for delay voted against 
recommending the bil l . La ter the same evening 

Mayor Mor r i son announced the appointment of Council 
Commi t t ees . Three of the five m e m b e r s of his water 
works commit tee had voted against recommending the 
bill; O 'Gorman was made cha i rman . The Water Works 
Company had a new, if yet tenuous, l ease on life. Its 
contract would not expire for two y e a r s ; negotiations 
were fluid at bes t . Alderman O'Gorman should have 
been in a position to know something of the working of 
the W a t e r w o r k s Company; he was one of its a t to rneys . 
The Common Council went about the bus iness of au thor­
ising main extens-ions and new fire hydran t s - - four 
hundred feet of the fo rmer and four of the la t te r on 
Apri l 28, 1885. 

As previously indicated, the bill for an Oswego 
Water Commiss ion did pass the l e g i s l a t u r e . Ear ly 
in June it r e s t ed on Governor Hil l ' s desk. The Council 
met on June 2 to d i scuss an appeal to the Governor - -
f i rs t to veto the bill and second, to sign the bi l l . There 
were fifteen Aldermen p re sen t . The Aldermen voted 
eight to seven in favor of the bil l , but Mayor M o r r i s o n 
voted against it , which r e p r e s e n t s a complete turnabout 
s ince his inaugural r e m a r k s . Missing Alde rman McCaf­
frey was known to be in favor of the bil l , but he was in 
Maine. The meet ing adjourned after motions to appeal 
to the governor , f i r s t to veto, then to sign, were s u c c e s ­
sively lost by eight to eight t i e s . 
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During the s u m m e r of 1885, the Water Works Com­
pany extended a four inch main along West Van Buren 
St ree t and permi t ted the water p r e s s u r e along Eas t 
F i r s t S t ree t from Utica to Bridge to weaken in the 
public drinking fountains so much that they could not 
be used. 

Mayor Mor r i son had no use for Mayor Dowdle's 
ci t izens commit tee to deal with the Water Works Com­
pany and it ceased to function. On September 15, 1885, 
he addressed the council on the subject of w a t e r . He 
noted that the Governor ' s two vetoes had negated any 
action taken by the city: "(we are in) . . . p rec i se ly the 
same condition in which we were two yea r s ago, with 
the disadvantage to the city of being two yea r s n e a r e r 
the t ime when we mus t act . " The Mayor went on to 
identify a "strong sent iment in favor of negotiating 
with the Oswego Water Works Company as the f i r s t 
step toward an intell igent and sa t is fac tory a r r angemen t 
for our future water supp ly . " Ignoring the Company's 
previous t e r m s offer, he suggested that the Common 
Council should ask the Company for a proposit ion "to 
furnish the city with a full and adequate supply of water 
for fire extinguishment and other public p u r p o s e s ; " 
the mayor asked for t e r m s both for ten and twenty 
y e a r s . The company's r e sponse , a month in coming, 
r ep resen ted a scaling down of the then existing con­
t rac tua l p r i ce . Water -would be del ivered for f i re pu r ­
poses (extra p r e s s u r e on call) , for city hal l , for 
school houses , for engine houses , for four fountains 
and eighteen drinking fountains, for sixteen thousand 
dol lars per year ; new drinking fountains -were to cost 
the city one hundred dollar s per yea r . No re fe rence 
was made to the ci ty 's being requ i red to pay in te res t 
charges on new improvement expenses or on any city 
suspension of the Company's t axes . The t e r m s of 
this new offer r ep re sen t ed (in compar ison with the 
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existing 1885 r a t e s under the old contract ) a reduct ion 
in cost to the city of approximately two-fifths of its 
observable c o s t s . At a September 27, 1885, meet ing 
of the Common Council, the offer was r e f e r r e d to the 
Committee on Water Works . And it was st i l l under 
considerat ion by the Water Works Committee -when 
the city adminis t ra t ion changed hands in March 1886. 

Incoming Mayor Char les North had been mayor 
twenty yea r s e a r l i e r . His inaugural comment on 
water was t e r s e indeed: "I believe it to be the duty of 
this body (the Common Council) to carefully and thor ­
oughly examine the question and, if poss ib le , to 
set t le the same at an ear ly day in such manner as 
shal l be for the bes t i n t e re s t s of the city. " Mayor 
North re ta ined two m e m b e r s of his predecessor ' s 
water works commit tee , including Chai rman O'Gor­
man. One of the 1885 commit tee was no longer on 
the council, so the Mayor chose to se lec t three dif­
ferent a lde rmen to the commi t tee . The North admin­
is t ra t ion had some trouble getting organized. It 
took five ballots to se lect a City Attorney; the candi­
date supported by the Mayor -won on the final ballot 
only after he cas t the deciding vote to b reak an eight 
to eight t ie . There was also a lively contest for city 
T r e a s u r e r . When the Mayor read his commit tee l i s t , 
a r iva l l is t was introduced from the floor of the coun­
cil by Fifth Ward Alderman John Quinlan. Significantly 
the commit tee that would have been mos t changed was 
the water works commi t t ee . There were four proposed 
subst i tu t ions , including one for O 'Gorman. However, 
the r ival s la te lost and the adminis t ra t ion was at leas t 
organized. 

Throughout 1886, the Council 's water works com­
mit tee failed to make a single r epo r t to the Council . 
The only t ime water was a subject of d iscuss ion was 
when the qua r t e r ly payments to the Company were 
author ized, each t ime by unanimous council vo tes . 
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A resolu t ion authorizing the p lacement of a drinking 
fountain on the co rne r of West Fifth and El len was 
turned over to the Commit tee for its own pecul iar 
type of disposi t ion. In January 1887, the f i r s t q u a r ­
t e r ly payment for that year was authorized without 
objection. 

Eighteen-eighty six was a year for cha r t e r rev i s ion , 
and the Common Council -was halved. Concern with 
cha r t e r rev i s ion pushed the wa te r con t roversy com­
pletely out of the l imel ight for a t i m e . Yet another 
bill empowering the city to es tabl ish a public water 
commiss ion was introduced in Albany only to be with­
drawn at the c i ty 's r eques t because it wanted p r io r i ty 
given to the cha r t e r rev i s ion bill also before the l e g i s ­
l a t u r e . In the cha r t e r rev i s ion , water went unmentioned. 

In March 1887, Mayor North was r e - e l e c t e d , cha r t e r 
rev is ion was endorsed , and in r e t r o s p e c t it is to be noted 
that no action of any kind had been taken by the city gov­
ernment during Mayor Nor th ' s f i r s t t e r m . There was no 
water commiss ion ; the re had been no negot ia t ions , and 
as of November 1, there would be no cont rac t . Mayor 
North ' s 1887 inaugural was exceedingly brief and con­
tained no re fe rence to w a t e r . In May, the company 's 
payment was again prompt ly and unanimously author ized, 
but in June a proposa l to extend a new four inch main 
along Eas t 8th S t ree t between Bridge and Schuyler was 
tabled even after the Water Works Commit tee had r e ­
ported favorably upon i t - - t h e commi t t ee ' s f i r s t r e p o r t 
in s ixteen months . 

Also in June 1887, the Common Council voted to 
r a i s e by taxation the sum of $26, 525 for payment to 
the Oswego Water Works Company pursuant to the 
contract of 1867, which would of course expire before 
this payment would ord inar i ly have been m a d e . The 
Council was apparent ly anticipating that there might 
be no contract at a l l - -which would have meant the con­
t inua t ion of the old one. 
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However, by this t ime , negotiations with the com­
pany had been completed and the s t ruggle was shifted 
away from public y. pr ivate or from r ive r v. lake 
v/ater to the m o r e l imited quest ion: to approve or not 
to approve the proposed cont rac t . 

The Company's offer of October 1885 had finally 
come before the Council in the form of a r e p o r t to the 
Council by i ts wa te r works commit tee on July 5, 1887, 
containing a proposed new con t rac t . The contract set 
the base p r ice for the c i ty ' s water supply at $15, 000 
per year for a twenty-year per iod, that i s , from 1887 
to 1907. New fire hydrants were to be paid for and 
owned by the city, the company supplying each new one 
at a yea r ly r a t e of $50. The company also p romised 
to keep the hydrants in good r e p a i r unless damage to 
them was caused by city negl igence. The city was to 
be able to author ize new mains with two p rov i sos : 
1. ) that they be consis tent with "the genera l plan of 
the works , " and 2. } that for each 500 feet of main or 
fract ion thereof a hydrant would be e rec t ed . The 
Company p romised to keep the sys t em in good r e p a i r 
and there was a c lause which scaled down the c i ty 's 
payments if water s e rv i ce should be in te r rup ted for 
m o r e than seven consecutive days . P r iva t e water 
r a t e s w e r e to be frozen at thei r 1886 leve l . F ina l ly , 
the Water Works Company agreed to se l l its p roper ty 
to the city at any t ime before the expirat ion of the 
contract for "the actual cost of the w o r k s " plus 
twenty pe rcen t . 

The cont rac t was repor ted and a resolu t ion in t ro ­
duced that it should be held over for two w e e k s . The 
council had been reduced to eight m e m b e r s in March . 
At this meet ing two m e m b e r s w e r e absent . When the 
motion to table the cont rac t los t , two Democra t ic 
a lde rmen , Higgins and Ryan, left the chamber , and the 
meet ing , for want of a quorum, adjourned until the 
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following week. When the meet ing reconvened on 
July 12, all eight a l d e r m e n w e r e in the i r s e a t s . The 
c le rk was ins t ruc ted to read the proceedings of July 5. 
Alderman Higgins moved that all r e fe rences to the 
Water Works commi t t ee ' s r e p o r t be s t r i cken from the 
journa l . This motion produced a tie vote which Mayor 
North broke with a negative (i. e. , p ro -con t r ac t ) vote . 
Then Alderman Higgins moved a two week postponement . 
This lost by the s ame combination. Next, Higgins 
moved adjournment . When this motion lost , five to 
four, he , plus a lde rmen Ryan, Griffin and Wright left the 
chamber . (The Mayor could vote as a m e m b e r of the 
Council, but five a lde rmen were needed to c rea te a 
quorum. ) 

By this t ime , the actual a r ena of the dispute had been 
so na r rowed that delaying tac t ics on the par t of the p r o -
public water supply people tended to be advantageous to 
the Oswego Water Works Comapny. On the shor t r ange , 
the absence of a cont rac t as of November 1 would m e a n 
continued payments at the old r a t e - - o r perhaps no w a t e r . 
On the longer r ange , the pro-publ ic works people had 
very l i t t le of an a l te rna t ive to offer to the Company. 
They had been defeated at Columbia Hall , in Albany, and 
repeatedly in the Common Council . Newspaper support 
began to drift away, too, in the name of finally set t l ing 
such a p ro t rac ted dispute . 

There had been two provis ions of the bill which 
Governor Hill has twice vetoed that w e r e pa r t i cu l a r ly 
con t rove r s i a l . The f i r s t , i n se r t ed in the second bill 
at M r . Sloan's ins i s t ence , provided that only taxpayers 
could vote in electing the proposed water commiss ion . 
The second, maintained since Lit t le john's or iginal bill 
over Company opposi t ion, provided that if the city and 
Company failed to agree on the value of the w o r k s - -
should the city decide to buy- -a specia l commiss ion was 
to be appointed by the State Supreme Court to es tab l i sh 
a binding sell ing p r i c e . The f i r s t of these i s sues was 

51 



not a par t of the 1887 phase of the s t ruggle , but the 
second one w a s . The proposed cont rac t spelled out the 
sale pr ice with no provision for se t t lement of fair value 
beyond the company's own e s t i m a t e s . This would have 
meant that any future deal between the city and the com­
pany would have been on the company's t e r m s . 

As t ime passed , the an t i -con t rac t forces -were 
placed increas ingly on the defensive. The dispute had 
dragged on for over th ree yea r s and t ime was running 
out. With no city water commiss ion , no state au thor iza­
tion for a public water works , and st i l l no contract with 
the Company, the c i ty 's papers were sympathet ic to 
Alde rman Higgins only to the extent that they felt the 
contract approval should not be ra i l roaded through the 
Common Council without ample t ime for cons idera t ion . 

Neve r the l e s s , the four man minor i ty of the council 
pe r s i s t ed . 

The mayor called a special council meet ing Monday 
evening, July 18, 1887. He read two sepa ra t e r eques t s 
for the meet ing , one from .Aldermen Wheeler , Murdock, 
Sharpe and Cooper that there be a specia l meet ing to 
conduct the ci ty 's bus iness , and a second from Alde r ­
men Higgins, Wright, Ryan and Griffen that there be a 
specia l meet ing to dispose of all bus iness except the 
Water Works cont rac t . Alderman Higgins immedia te ly 
moved that the meet ing be conducted according to his 
r eques t and upon one predic table 5 to 4 defeat, he and 
his th ree colleagues left the council chamber . The 
following evening a regular council meet ing could not 
be held because the same four Aldermen did not p r e ­
sent themselves at a l l . They did attend a meet ing on 
July 30, but by advance agreement , the water cont rac t 
i s sue was not r a i sed ; there -was a two month backlog 
of other city bus iness to dispose of. The Mayor made 
another a t tempt to have the contract approved on Aug. 2. 
A motion by Alderman Higgins to defer considerat ion 
for three months lost , five to four, but the council 
immedia te ly after adjourned so all the a lde rmen could 
leave together . 
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The five to four split on the council seemed to 
function for sewers as well as wa te r . The August 16th 
meet ing of the council was devoted to a lengthy debate 
about new s e w e r s , const ruct ion ul t imately being auth­
orized by the four p ro - con t r ac t a ldermen plus the mayor , 
A motion to cons t ruct a new water main was f i r s t tabled 
and then r e f e r r ed back to the water works commi t t ee . 

Higgins ca r r i ed his fight beyond the city council 
c h a m b e r s . At a July 30 public meet ing resolut ions 
deemed "red hot" by the Times were passed demand­
ing the res ignat ions of the Republican mayor and the 
four Republican Alde rmen who were " tools" of the 
Water Works Company, var iously identified as 
"Moneybags & Co. " 

On August 16, 1887, the Company-withdrew its offer. 
The communicat ion of withdrawal was r e f e r r e d to the 
Water Works Commit tee . Mr . Littlejohn attended the 
Council meet ing , but spoke about the need for encourag­
ing manufacturing, not about wa te r . Also at the s a m e 
meet ing, the Company's regular quar t e r ly payment 
was authorized without opposition. 

The s ta lemate continued throughout the s u m m e r into 
the autumn. Two of the ci ty 's four public fountains 
ceased to function. Incidentally, the new contract had 
proposed to reduce the number of public fountains to 
two. The Company suggested that the city move a f i re 
hydrant , and the city told the Company that if it wanted 
to move the hydrant , it would have to do so at i ts own 
expense . 

On November 21, the ant i -Water Works Company 
a ldermen -were forced to pay the immedia te pr ice of 
their t ac t i c s : the Council authorized a regula r q u a r t e r ­
ly payment to the Company under the t e r m s of the old 
(expired) cont rac t . Late the following January (1888) 
the f i rs t b reak in the payment routine occu r r ed . The 
quar te r ly authorizat ion resolut ion was presen ted and 
ra the r than vote the money the council sent it to the 
water works commi t tee . The Company, apparent ly 
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feeling secure in the absence of any legal l everage 
against it , was by this t ime in no h u r r y at all to nego­
t iate another con t rac t . A lde rman Higgins moved on 
F e b r u a r y 6, 1888, that the $5,000 qua r t e r l y payment 
be reduced to $3, 000, "the same being in the opinion 
of this council a fair and equitable p r ice for the w a t e r . . .• 
used by this city. " This motion was tabled indefinitely; 
the four p ro-Company a lde rmen plus the mayor did the 
tabling. The annual s ta tement of the City Clerk del­
ive red at the end of F e b r u a r y showed a $5,000 balance 
in the water works account . However, at the l as t 
council s e s s ion for that poli t ical yea r , the s a m e four 
a lde rmen (three of whom had a l ready been rep laced by 
the voters ) plus Mayor North (also about to leave office) 
voted to pay the $5, 000 to the company. 

It is in te res t ing to note that in the March 1888 e l ec ­
tion, all four Eas t side a lde rmen (three of whom were 
ant i -Company and pro-publ ic water ) were r e - e l e c t e d 
and all four wes t side a lde rmen were r ep laced . The 
new Mayor was Henry McCaffrey who as an a lde rman 
two y e a r s e a r l i e r had prevented passage of a r e s o l u ­
tion favoring the s u c c e s s o r to the Lit t lejohn public 
water bi l l . He had defeated ex-Mayor Alanson S . P a g e , 
a lso an e x - m e m b e r of Mayor Dowdle's 1884 c i t i zens ' 
advisory commi t t ee . 

Mayor McCaffrey's inaugural r e m a r k s had the vi r tue 
of indicating unmistakably his views on the water i s s u e , 
and from the point of view of the c i ty 's choice, they 
seem r e a l i s t i c : 

"In my judgment the city should make a 
cont rac t with the Oswego Water Works 
Company. The p r i ce , t e r m s and condi­
tions should be set t led in a bus iness( l ike) 
m a n n e r . We r e p r e s e n t the city in making 
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this ba rga in . . . I hope that the ent i re coun­
cil will a s s i s t in making a bus iness t r a n s ­
action of this m a n n e r , permi t t ing no p e r ­
sonal feeling, prejudice or pa r t i san sp i r i t 
to be manifes ted . I shal l favor the g rea t e s t 
publicity in the negotiations and t r u s t , that 
when we have concluded a bargain , the ideas 
. . . (in the con t rac t ) . . .wi l l m e r i t the approval 
of all good c i t i zens . " 

Pe rhaps to help with a new approach, the Mayor 
appointed three f reshmen a lde rmen to the "Water Works 
C o m m i t t e e - - P a r sons , Hunt and Rowan. Rowan proved 
to be ant i -Company, but P a r s o n s and Hunt proved to be 
pro-Company. In fact, Alderman Rowan did not par t i c i ­
pate in the contract negotiat ions (or renegot ia t ions) , did 
not sign the commi t t ee ' s r e p o r t and eventually voted 
against the ag reemen t . 

In spite of the 50% turnover , the even division be t ­
ween the pro and anti a lde rmen r ema ined . The three 
r e - e l e c t e d anti -company a lde rmen w e r e joined by 
Alderman Thomas Rowan. The one r e - e l e c t e d p r o - c o m ­
pany a lderman , Murdock, was joined by Aldermen 
George Hunt, John P a r s o n s and Will iam D r u m m . 

It was not until June that the next, and final, edition 
of the contract -was completed. The draft turned out to 
be the same old cont rac t the company had been p r e s e n t ­
ing since 1885, with only minor except ions: i ts major 
p rovis ions : 

1. The cont rac t was for 15 yea r s at $15,000 per year 
2. The city would not longer pay in te res t on main cos ts 
3. The city -would be excused from additional payments 

for ext ra p r e s s u r e 
4. The city would continue to pay $50 per year for each 

new hydrant , but the city alone would specify 
where the hydrants w e r e to be placed 
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5. The company was requ i red to del iver water until the 
the ci ty 's payments were one year in a r r e a r s 

6. The company would not r a i s e pr ivate water r a t e s 
7. The company agreed to sel l out to the city at any t ime 

for the cost of the works plus twenty per cent . 

The Common Council me t on July 24, 1888, to consider 
this contract ; or to be m o r e specif ic , half the council m e t . 
Four ant i -company, an t i -con t rac t a lde rmen were not 
p re sen t . Rather than adjourn for lack of a quorum, the 
Mayor ordered the c lerk to summon the absent m e m b e r s . 
The c le rk found and summoned Alderman Ryan; the other 
th ree miss ing leg i s la to rs were nowhere d i scovered . In 
an effort to compel at tendance, the pro-Company a lde r ­
men passed a force resolut ion saying the " m e m b e r s (who) 
a re he re p resen t , do hereby requ i re and command each 
of said absent m e m b e r s to attend. . . (a) meet ing of this 
council hereby appointed for F r iday evening, July 27th, at 
7:30 o'clock p . m . . . . ) And the four r eca l c i t r an t m e m b e r s 
did come to the F r iday meet ing . They did not stay very 
long: as soon as the other bus iness was disposed of, a 
resolut ion was again introduced calling for the c i ty ' s 
acceptance of the contract , -which since i ts introduction 
had been rev i sed to i n se r t the r equ i r emen t that fire hy­
drants had to be placed at the r a t e of one for every five 
hundred feet of main , or fract ion thereof. After losing, 
five to four, a call for postponement, Higgins and his 
th ree compatr io ts legally removed the quorum by physic­
ally removing themse lves . Mayor McCaffrey suspended 
the council meet ing for three days - -un t i l the 30th of July. 
At the July 30th meet ing , the need for a quorum to t r ansac t 
a month of city business fores ta l led any water action at al l , 
but the long conflict was near ing its end. The best the 
ant i -Company a lde rmen could have accomplished would 
have been a s t a l ema te . And a s ta lemate is not a solution. 
Four a lde rmen plus the mayor were enough to accept the 
contract , and the other four a lde rmen , without the mayor , 
we re not enough. 
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On August 3, the Council, meet ing as a commit tee of the 
Whole met in the Mayor ' s office with r ep re sen ta t ives of 
the Water Works Company. The ant i -company group, as 
might be expected, had l i t t le success in amending the 
cont rac t . Alderman Higgins t r ied successful ly to get two 
additional drinking fountains. He c a r r i e d an amendment 
that water mains could be extended by a major i ty r a t h e r 
than a two-thi rds Council vote . He won another smal l 
success by moving that a hydrant was not n e c e s s a r y on any 
fraction of five hundred feet of main unless that fract ion 
was at leas t 200 feet long and one hydrant was called for 
by the Council. A pro-company a lderman then reduced the 
dis tance to 100 feet. Higgins also demanded - successful ly -
that the Company p romise to provide 2, 000 gallons per 
minute when needed for f ire fighting. 

Higgins finally t r i ed a somewhat ingenious device 
designed to prevent the city from purchasing the Water 
Works Company. He moved that the p r ice of "the cost 
of the works plus twenty pe rcen t " be changed to "the 
cost of the works plus twenty percent plus four hundred 
thousand do l l a r s . " But two of his own colleagues were 
unwilling to support him on that r i sky venture . Next, 
Higgins moved the shortening of the cont rac t . Motion 
los t . But for the minor changes noted above and the 
incorporat ion into the body of the contract of the r a t e s 
for pr ivate u s e r s , the document remained unchanged. 
In an ant ic l imat ic regula r council sess ion on Tuesday, 
August 7, 1888, all a lde rman p resen t at the beginning 
and at the end of the meet ing, the cont rac t was accepted 
by the city. Alderman Higgins introduced a motion to 
scale down the annual payments from fifteen to twelve 
thousand do l l a r s . The council voted him down by the 
expected five to four vote. Then Mayor McCaffrey 
joined the four pro-Company a lde rmen to formal ly 
consummate the deal . 
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The contract r emained in force for fifteen y e a r s . 
In retrospect, this episode in Oswego's h i s to ry 

r e p r e s e n t s u l t imate victory by a sma l l number of 
people with a vested in te res t in the Oswego Water 
Works Company over the probable views of the ma jo r ­
ity. The Columbia Hall and Academy of Music m e e t ­
ings in 1885 had mobil ized public opinion against p r i ­
vate ownership and against Oswego River wa te r . But 
by exerc is ing sagacious tact ics in Albany and by infil­
t ra t ion into the camp of its enemies , the Oswego 
Water Works Company sought and won t ime . By 1887, 
it 'was c lear the re was no meaningful a l te rna t ive left 
to the city: it had to deal with the company. As of 
the 1888 cont rac t , the Company won for itself two 
significant v i c to r i e s : the f i r s t was a fifteen year ex­
tension of i ts monopoly and the second was an a s s u r ­
ance that its faci l i t ies would be purchased by the city 
as a par t of taking over its own water supply d i s t r i ­
bution. In 1902, a bond i ssue of $550, 000 was author­
ized for that purpose . 

WATER RATES - Pe r Annum 

Dwellings , 
One faucet for cul inary purposes one s tory $ 5 

1 1/2 s to r i e s $ 7 
two stories $10 

All o thers $12 
(Stores in dwellings charged extra) 
Bathing Tubs - P r iva t e houses $3 

In Hotels $5-7 
In Barbershops & Bath Houses $6-8 

Baker ies - for each b a r r e l of flour used daily $4 
Barber Shops - f i r s t chair $4 

each add'l chair $2 
Blacksmith shops - one fire $7 

each add ' l f ire $3 
Brewer i e s - Special r a t e s by m e a s u r e m e n t 
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L a y i n g s t o n e - p e r p e r c h 2£ 
L a y i n g b r i c k - p e r t h o u s a n d 6£ 
P l a s t e r i n g - 100 y a r d s 20 £ 

F o u n d r i e s - s p e c i a l r a t e s 

F o u n t a i n s - 1/16 i n c h d e l i v e r y 
1/8 i n c h d e l i v e r y 
1/4 i nch d e l i v e r y 
1/2 i n c h d e l i v e r y 

T a v e r n s and H o t e l s - s p e c i a l r a t e s 
M e c h a n i c s s h o p s -

Not e x c e e d i n g 10 h a n d s $ 10 
E a c h a d d i t i o n a l h a n d $ 1 

Off ices - $ 5 - 8 
S a l o o n s & E a t i n g H o u s e s $ 5 - 4 0 
S t a b l e s - L i v e r y , o m n i b u s , h o r s e c a r , p e r s t a l l $2 

W a t e r for w a s h i n g - one h o r s e $3 
F o r e a c h h o r s e o v e r one $2 
F o r c a r t o r w o r k h o r s e o r c o w s $ 1 . 50 e a . 

S t e a m E n g i n e s - $4 p e r h o r s e p o w e r 
H o s e - n o t m o r e t h a n 5 / 8 o r f i c e $6 ) l i m i t e d to one 

if no f a u c e t i n s i d e h o u s e $10) h r . p e r day 

U r i n a l s - in p r i v a t e h o u s e - $2 e a c h 
in s t o r e s , b a n k s , o f f i c e s , h o t e l s , b o a r d i n g h o u s e s 

and s a l o o n s $5 
F o r e a c h a d d i t i o n a l $3 

(If f low i s c o n s t a n t , d o u b l e the p r i c e ) 
W a t e r c l o s e t s - in p r i v a t e h o m e s $5 

e a c h a d d i t i o n a l $3 
in s t o r e s , b a n k s , o f f i ces $5 
e a c h a d d i t i o n a l $4 
h o t e l s , b o a r d i n g h o u s e s $6 
i n - s a l o o n s $5 

$ 8 ) 
$15 ) 
$50 ) 

$100 ) 

None p e r m i t ­
t ed to r u n 
m o r e t h a n 4 h r 

p e r d a y w / 
p e r m i s s i o n 
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PIONEER IN OSWEGO: NEIL McMULLIN 

by 

Mary Kay Stone 

July 1796 
Joyous news ! The s t a r s and s t r ipes a re finally flying 

over the English fort at the Oswego River mouth on Lake 
Ontar io . I was the re on bus iness s e v e r a l yea r s ago when 
it was s t i l l in the hands of the Br i t i sh . It has grea t pos ­
s ibi l i t ies for Indian t r a d e . Three impor tan t Indian t ra i l s 
c ro s s the a r e a . One follows the Seneca and Oswego 
R ive r s to Lake Ontario and then goes along the lake 
toward the fording place at the Thousand Islands in the 
St. Lawrence R ive r . Another , known as the Salmon 
River Tra i l c i r c l e s Oneida Lake and p roceeds to the 
Salmon R ive r . A third comes from the west along the 
south shore of the Er i e Lake to Lake Ontario and along 
to the Oswego R ive r . Where e lse could one find a 
bet ter location for Indian t r a d e ? 

The English built a fort to guard the ent rance to the 
r i v e r . It wasn ' t s u r r e n d e r e d after the War for Inde­
pendence and the Redcoats continued to make t rouble . 
The devils held up t rade going in and out of the r i v e r , 
s ea rched boats , and stole the furs that were on their 
way to Albany. I hadn ' t cons idered moving the re before 
but now the Mili t ia somehow has the fort and it would 
be safe to se t t le in that a r e a . Such an opportunity! 
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Next day 
I haven ' t told my wife, Mary , of my plans yet; 

I don't know quite how she will feel . A good home, 
ne ighbors , and living in a set t led a r ea mean a lot to 
a woman. I shall have to sel l my merchan t s es tab l i sh­
ment he re in Kingston, of c o u r s e , and it will be hard 
on both of us for a while, but it will be ha rdes t on h e r . 
We shall succeed though; I know we sha l l ! I shal l tel l 
her t omor row. 

August 1796 
Today, I closed my bus ines s . I a lso sold my h o r s e , 

which I am unable to take with u s . The poor beast stands 
outside now in the hot August afternoon, switching flies 
from its back with i ts t a i l . I expect the new owner soon. 

As I had hoped, Mary rece ived the news wel l . 
Energe t ica l ly and prac t ica l ly , she hust les around the 
house in spite of the hea t - -o rgan iz ing , packing, d i s ­
carding , and giving away. The other day, coming into 
the pa r lo r , I found her weeping over a t r e a s u r e d piece 
of furni ture , huge and o rna te , that mus t be left behind. 
She has been t rying to hide any signs of s o r r o w or 
r e g r e t concerning our leaving. My dar l ing, sent imenta l 
Mary , what a t r i a l this mus t be for her ! 

As a s u r p r i s e for h e r , I have decided to have a house 
f ramed he re in Kingston and take it with us to the wild­
e r n e s s . My friends te l l me that I am a fool to t ry to 
haul an ent i re house to uncivil ized country, but I pay 
them no heed. To be able to give my wife a r e a l house 
to live in, and not a p r imi t ive , rough, cold log cabin, 
is worth all of the labor and expense that will be faced 
in the venture . I shal l enjoy living in a decent home, too. 

I have lately been consider ing s eve ra l routes of t r a v e l , 
and I am beseiged by advice on all s i d e s . One possible 
route would be to go by boat to Oneida Lake and then, 
as one of my assoc ia te s suggested, t r ans fe r the house , 
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furnishings and other cargo to a wagon or sled for the 
r ema inde r of the t r i p . This would m e a n by -pass ing 
the rap ids and tedious fordings on the Oswego R ive r , 
but it might be m o r e dangerous . On the over land leg, 
t ravel ing would be complicated by the complete lack 
of roads save for a few Indian t r a i l s - There a r e fores t s 
and swamps in the region between Lake Ontar io and 
Oneida Lake and numerous r i v e r s and s t r e a m s to ford . 
Another friend suggested waiting until w in te r , for p e r ­
haps t rave l ing on thick ice and ha rd snow would be 
be t te r than s t r e a m s and swamps . Now I am coming to 
the conclusion that an a l l -wate r route would be bes t - -
up the Hudson and west on the Mohawk Rive r , Wood 
Creek , Oneida Lake and Oswego R ive r . In spi te of the 
many t imes we wil l have to c a r r y the boats around fa l l s , 
or r a p i d s , pa r t i cu la r ly the Oswego Fa l l s on the Oswego 
R ive r , a water route would be m o r e comfor table . We 
hope to s t a r t soon for I wish to get set t led into the new 
house before the snows come . I have hea rd that the 
lands around the lake have ex t r emely long and s eve re 
w i n t e r s . The house wil l be f ramed by the beginning of 
next month . We shal l s t a r t immedia te ly . 

September 5, 1796 
Take a long look at your house , Neil ; you a r e leaving 

it t o m o r r o w . I think that this house and the other fami l ia r 
wooden and stone houses of Kingston, the dusty s t r e e t s 
with their r u s h of people in c a r r i a g e s , on hor seback , 
and walking, and the var ied sounds of the big city will 
often come to my mind when we a re out t he r e a lone. 
Some t imes , I even wonder why I want to l eave , and 
then I feel that t h r i l l of pioneering the unset t led land, 
and opening the new lands in the wes t , along with the 
p rospec t of p rospe rous b a r t e r with the r ed s a v a g e s . We 
a re going to be r i c h ! 

62 



Well, tomor row we shal l depar t . The house is 
finished and I have h i red a c rew to load it on the Durham 
boa t s . The furnishings , clothing, food, and smal l things 
will be loaded at the wharves tomor row just before we 
leave . I am record ing , he re in my journal , a l i s t of 
things we a r e taking: 

One house f rame 
A l a rge chest of d r a w e r s containing all our 

clothing 
A second la rge chest 
Two smal l chests 
Bible and Almanac and seve ra l other books 
Spinning wheel 
F e a t h e r bed 
Three spl int-bot tom cha i r s 
Table and carpet to cover it 
Cooking utensi ls of var ious kinds 
Two i ron pots 
China and s i l ve rware 
Tea 
Three bags of flour 
Two sides of pork 
Three bags of potatoes 
Trade goods including blankets , cotton, clothing, 

i ron pots , weapons , rum 

September 11, 1796 
The weather has been mos t pleasant for the f i r s t pa r t 

of our t r i p . The r ide up the Hudson was very slow and 
ted ious . We a r e now on the Mohawk and will soon be at 
Wood Creek . 

Mary s eems to be quite sp i r i ted as if she is enjoying 
the change of scene . We cus tomar i ly sit atop the boat 
during the day and watch the shore as we go by. It is so 
very peaceful. 
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Cities and villages became s p a r s e r and s p a r s e r when 
we turned onto the Mohawk River after leaving the port 
of Albany and once we a r e on Wood Creek and onto Oneida 
Lake , groups of m o r e than two f a rms will probably de ­
c r e a s e even m o r e . 

I have been wor r i ed about por tage to Wood Creek . 
Our boats a r e quite l a rge , averaging 80 feet in length and 
drawing about 2 to 2 1/2 feet of 'water. The portage 
between Wood Creek and the Mohawk River is a long one. 
Geographically, they a r e quite c lose , but high ground 
between them in the vicinity of the town of Rome , sends 
one flowing into Oneida Lake and the other down the 
Mohawk Valley and into the Hudson. So, a portage one 
mile, long has to be c ro s sed to get onto Oneida Lake . 
It may delay u s . I 

September 15, 1796 
We a r r ived h e r e at F o r t Brewerton on the wes t e rn 

shore of Lake Oneida late las t night. It took us two 
long days to get from the Mohawk River to Oneida Lake , 
but we hope to r each Oswego Fa l l s in another day and 
a half. 

September 17, 1796 
Mary and I a re staying at a t avern h e r e at Oswego 

Fa l l s while the ..boatmen push and pull our boats along 
the one mi le skidway between the Upper and Lower 
landings as they a r e cal led. 

We met the mos t in te res t ing person h e r e . He is 
Daniel M a s t e r s , an Indian t r a d e r and opera to r of the 
por tage . He has been h e r e since 1793 and tel ls the 
mos t fascinating s to r ies about the bat t les and other 
mi l i t a ry events that have taken place h e r e . He knows 
the Indians very well and is acquainted with thei r cus ­
t o m s . Mary seemed quite in te res t ed in the fact that 
the Oswego River mouth was an impor tant place for 
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Indian meet ings and counci l s . She asked many ques ­
tions about their cus toms and finds their sys tem of 
money, known as wampum, very s t r ange . It was 
amusing to see her puzzle over how sea shells could 
be both money and a so r t of wr i t ten language. Daniel 
patiently explained to her how it is used to bind a g r e e ­
ments or p r o m i s e s . An Indian bound by a p romise can 
only be re l ieved by getting a belt of wampum back. 
To accept a belt of wampum can also mean the acknow­
ledgment of a m e s s a g e , the signing of a t r e a t y or the 
sealing of a compact , he s a y s . Mary te l ls me that she 
s t i l l thinks it is s t r a n g e . 

Another cordia l fellow is Major Lawrence Van 
Valkenburgh, who built this t ave rn for boatmen two 
mi les below the falls jus t last yea r . Both he and Daniel 
M a s t e r s agree that the a r e a offers unlimited advan­
tages for t r ade and growth. 

September 19, 1796 
It was dark when we reached the mouth of the r i v e r 

tonight. The moonlight sparkled on the r ive r and lake 
and reca l led to my mind the Indian name for the lake , 
"Skanandario" , meaning "lake beaut i fu l . " It is r ea l ly 
beautiful. The t r e e s by the edge of the shore cas t deep 
black shadows on the water and through the da rkness 
the rhythmic beat of waves upon the stony shore lulls 
us to s leep . 

September 20, 1796 
This morning the boatmen began to c lear an a r e a 

near the shore of the r i v e r , ups t r eam and a c r o s s the 
r ive r from the for t . There is only a sma l l ga r r i son 
stationed at the fort , I found. The only other persons 
located at the r ive r shore a re two t r a d e r s , John Love 
and Ziba Phi l l ips , who have been engaged in t rading 
with the Indians since before the Br i t i sh left. They 
have nei ther a family -with them nor homes except for 
a log cabin where the Indians come to t r a d e . 
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September 29, 1796 
I think I shal l take a momen t ' s r e s t from the s t r enu ­

ous work of gathering branches and burning t hem. 
A la rge c lear ing has been made and the s ides and roof 
should be up in a few days . It has taken much toil and 
t ime to cut down the t r e e s , s t r i p them and c lea r the 
underbrush . Everything mus t be burned and the ashes 
collected for they a re valuable and could be sold to the 
people in the E a s t for use in soapmaking. Severa l of 
the men a re occupied at making puncheons for the floor 
by splitting s t r a igh t -g ra ined logs and hewing them into 
thick planks that can be laid loosely as a t e m p o r a r y 
f loor. 

Mary follows the p rogram carefully, for the re is 
not much e lse that she can do bes ides cook. There a r e 
no women for mi les around and no one with whom she 
can spend her day. I will be ve ry glad -when our l i t t le 
home is completed . 

October 11, 1796 
We were jus t putting the wooden hinges on the board 

door this evening at twilight when a boat passed by our 
shore and -went to the for t . In the dim light we could 
dist inguish a c r o s s the r i v e r the f igures of a man and 
woman along with s e v e r a l boatmen. I will invest igate 
t omor row. i 

October 12, 1796 
A new neighbor! Captain O'Connor, a r e t i r e d 

so ld ie r , and his wife are set t l ing h e r e . He is an 
I r i shman and an educated gentleman and will be a wel ­
come fr iend. His wife and mine will help each other 
adapt to the wi lde rness life. He was a soldier of 
Willets band who spent the long, s eve re winter he re 
in '83 in an effort to capture the English post . O'Connor 
plans to make a sma l l c lear ing s imi l a r to mine in the 
second growth t imber a shor t way up the r i v e r and 
build himself a log cabin. 
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October 29, 1796 
Autumn weather has reached its peak and it is 

very welcome h e r e in Oswego for with the autumn 
come the red men with thei r beaver pelts and other 
f u r s . 

The blazing foliage l ines the r i v e r and stony shore 
and carpe t s the in te r io r as far as the eye can s e e . 
The br i l l ian t r eds and oranges dotted with species of 
brown and green dazzle the eyes and bring pa r t i cu la r 
exci tement to Mary who is a grea t lover of beauty. 
She loves to si t down by the shore and watch the r e d 
and gold t r i m m e d branches frolic in the f resh autumn 
breeze and drop their leaves into the r i v e r water to 
float down the gliding cu r r en t into the lake - - br i l l ian t 
colors against the deep blue w a t e r . 

November 23, 1796 
The weather has been seve re ly cold for the past 

t h r ee weeks , and -we have had s e v e r a l snowfalls . M r s . 
O'Connor is te r r i f ied of spending the winter he re 
whe re , after the r i v e r f reezes and the lake , we a r e 
completely cut off from civi l izat ion. She envisions 
many types of ca lami t ies such as s ta rva t ion or ep idemic . 
She begged O'Connor to move to Salt Point for the 
winter , and he finally became persuaded . They a r e 
leaving as soon as poss ib le , so as to get through before 
ice forms on the r i v e r . Salt Point is a growing com­
munity si tuated on Lake Onondaga below the Oswego 
R i v e r . 

With the O'Connors gone, the place s e e m s quite 
dese r t ed . Communicat ions with the fort a re difficult 
because although there is ice on the r i v e r , the running 
cu r ren tundernea thdoes not let it become thick enough 
to walk on. 
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A thick blanket of snow covers the ground and the 
leafless t r e e s stand out s t a rk against the sparkl ing 
white background. Although the outdoors i s very beau­
tiful, the warm cheery fire inside is much m o r e invit­
ing. Mary and I spend mos t of our t ime in front of the 
f i replace where she sews and I read from the Bible or 
one of my other books . 

January 13, 1797 
Food has become s c a r c e . For the past two months 

we have been living on our s to re of sa l t pork, corn 
mea l and vegetables with occasional wild tu rkeys , 
rabbi ts or duck -when the Indians brought them or the 
men at the fort went scouting for food. 

Las t night, Love, Phi l l ips , the so ld ie r s and I 
decided to go out tomorrow and hunt d e e r . They have 
made snow shoes , an Indian contr ivance for walking 
on light snow. They consist of a light ashen or hickory 
f rame 28 to 30 inches long and from 14 to 16 inches 
wide, b raced with ba r s and plaited with lea ther thongs . 
When s t rapped to the .feet, these enable the hunter to 
walk over snow four feet deep at the r a t e of t h ree or 
m o r e mi les per hour s ca rce ly sinking below the top. 

Next day 
Today, ea r ly , we set out in a southwestern d i rec t ion . 

It wasn ' t long before we came on a group of deer that 
has gathered about fifteen or twenty together to dig 
down through the snow with their feet to obtain scanty 
nour ishment from the shrubbery below. It was very 
easy to pick off s eve ra l bucks from the outer r ing . 

We re tu rned home t r iumphant ly with the venison and 
the sight of it dispelled any fears May might have had 
of s ta rva t ion . 
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March 17, 1797 
Spr ing! The very word is enough to lighten our 

weary h e a r t s . The winter has been h a r d . We a re 
t i red of the cold, the drifting snow and the rushing 
b las ts of icy wind a c r o s s the lake . It is pleasant to be 
able to come out of the house and watch the world 
become alive again. 

The ice on the r i v e r has mel ted enough to allow 
a sma l l boat to r each us bringing with it the f i r s t news 
and supplies in more than th ree mon ths . O'Connor 
sent word that they had passed an agreeable winter 
in Salina where he was a school teacher and also that 
his wife had presen ted him with a daughter in the 
ea r ly pa r t of the y e a r . 

July 10, 1797 
A man named Benjamin Wright a r r i ved he re today. 

He is a surveyor for Su rveyor -Genera l Simeon DeWitt 
and he has come to lay out a city on the west s ide of 
the r i v e r . Imagine! a City! O'Connor 's and our 
c lear ings a re the only ones on this side of the r i v e r . 
That thick fores t r e s e m b l e s a city no m o r e than I do 
an Indian! 

Next day 
I had another talk with Wright today. He was begin­

ning to survey down by the lake. It appears that the 
leg i s la tu re passed an act las t spr ing d i rec t ing the 
Surveyor -Genera l to lay out one hundred a c r e s on the 
west side of the Oswego River mouth with a public 
square in the cen te r . This was to be called Oswego. 

July 19, 1797 
Work on the "ci ty" is p rog re s s ing , although all t he re 

is to show for it a r e a number of blazed t r e e s m a r k i n g 
s t r e e t s , b locks , e t c . 
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Benjamin took me to the hill behind my house and 
explained to me what our "c i ty" will look l ike . The 
a r ea surveyed runs from the r i v e r wes t to mi l i t a ry 
lot 6, and from the lake southward. P r inc ipa l s t r e e t s 
running eas t and wes t will be 100 feet wide, while 
c ro s s s t r e e t s will be 60 feet wide. There will be a 
public square in the center and a c e m e t e r y near the 
l ake . 

Then he told me what the s t r e e t s w e r e to be named . 
S t ree ts running north and south a r e to be 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, e tc . , s t a r t ing at the r i v e r , but it s e e m s that 
Simeon DeWitt has a peculiar liking for Greek and 
Roman names (he named the town of Hannibal, for 
ins tance) , so the eas t to west s t r ee t s a r e to be called 
by cons te l la t ions . F r o m the lake they will be Aquila, 
L y r a , A r i e s , Tau rus , which passes d i rec t ly through 
my c lear ing and my house , Gemini, Cancer and Leo . 
DeWitt is turning Oswego into a ce les t i a l c i ty! 

September 19, 1797 
As s u m m e r fades into the autumn of another yea r , 

Mary and I ce lebra te one y e a r ' s passage s ince we came 
to Oswego. Although we have not become wealthy from 
Indian t rade as I speculated las t year when we so boldly 
adver tured into the wi lds , we have found a contentment 
in living close to na ture and a challenge and m o r e pur ­
poseful meaning to life tha t is m o r e valuable than any 
amount of beaver skins the Indians could br ing to the 
post . 
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DAVID VAN BUREN OF FULTON, NEW YORK 

by 

Kevin Murphy 

There i sn ' t an a r e a in the United States that can ' t 
c la im some significant ro le in the ea r ly development 
of colonial A m e r i c a . The a r e a in and around Ful ton, 
New York, is no exception. It has long been known 
that the Iroquois Nation of Indians w e r e frequent v i s i to r s 
on the Oswego River and invariably were the f i r s t humans 
to view the magnificent surroundings of Oswego County. 
It wasn ' t until the late eighteenth century that the f i r s t 
white men t rave led to this reg ion . 

In 1796, John VanBuren came from the Hudson River 
Valley to Ful ton, New York. At the t ime that he c a m e , 
the re was nothing at all in the -way of a permanent 
se t t l ement . In fact, the only se t t l e r in the Fulton a r e a 
was a re la t ive of his wife, Major Lawrence Van Valken-
burg , who had built his cabin in a wi lde rness c lear ing 
on the eas t bank of the Oswego River near the p re sen t 
Rogers Dairy f a r m . With John VanBuren on the long 
and dangerous journey through the wi lde rness w e r e his 
young wife and his four boys . The youngest boy, David, 
is the subject of my s to ry . 

John VanBuren decided to build an inn that could 
accommodate t r a v e l e r s on the Oswego Waterway and 
future se t t l e r s to the a r ea , while also serving as a 
home for his family. F i r s t , with the help of his boys 
he built a sma l l house to live in while the inn was being 
buil t . The -wooden f rame for the house came from their 
own t r e e s and was fitted together with wooden pegs , 
it has stood the tes t of t i m e . The two younger boys 
were left to keep the house as bes t they could while the 
others worked with thei r father at c lear ing the s i t e . 
A building of s tone , b r ick and t imber was planned. 
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The inn was begun short ly after 1800, and the re it 
s tands s t rong and s turdy today. The cost was a s t ag ­
gering sum of $5, 000. 

This new home faced di rec t ly on one of the few grea t 
water routes from the Atlantic into the hea r t of North 
A m e r i c a . Up the Hudson it came from New York, then 
wes tward along the Mohawk to a shor t passage or c a r r y 
from that r i ve r to Wood Creek at Oneida Lake , and then 
by the Oneida River to what we know as Three R ive r s 
where the route turned northward into the Oswego R ive r . 
Here in what is now Ful ton, there was a c a r r y of m o r e 
than a mi le around the g rea t Oswego F a l l s . Then on to 
Lake Ontario and the other Great Lakes all the way to 
Minnesota . 

T r a v e l e r s on this waterway, VanBuren figured, were 
bound to i n c r e a s e in numbers and would need food and 
wa te r , a b reak in the t i r e s o m e t r i p that would give them 
a chance to socia l ize a bit and make needed r e p a i r s , as 
well as stock up their suppl ies , for the next stage of 
the journey. 

F r o m the f i r s t , the Inn was a succes s and John Van 
Buren made it a se l f -sus ta in ing unit . In back of the 
ma in building were the b lacksmith , ca rpen te r and 
copper shops , the smoke house , the g roce ry s t o r e , 
the s t ab les , the vegetable garden and the fields of corn 
and gra in . On the r ive r was a wharf se t on s turdy 
piles where boats tied up with such cargoes as sa l t , 
corn , fish or f u r s . 

As the boys grew up and m a r r i e d , they set up homes 
of thei r own. David, my subject , was twice m a r r i e d ; 
i ronica l ly , to s i s t e r s . His f i r s t wife was Eunice 
F r e n c h who died in 1830; his second wife, Lucre t i a 
F r e n c h , outlived him by one year and died in 1888. 
David built the north br ick house a few hundred feet 
from the house (Inn) of his fa ther . This br ick house 
is notable for its fine Ionic const ruct ion and by the 
t ime the new house was completed, the VanBurens 
were "Society. " 
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The VanBurens have always been proud of thei r 
re la t ionship to P r e s iden t Mart in VanBuren who was 
a cousin of the original John VanBuren. Mar t in had 
in te res t s in this a r e a . In 1822, he was conducting a 
lawsuit for a client in Oswego over some land. When 
the suit was over , Mar t in owned the land which he 
proceeded to ren t and se l l . Many Oswego city land 
holders have land dating back to Mar t in ' s holding. 
However, it had poli t ical implicat ions for h im. He 
was in the New York Legis la tu re when it was p r o ­
posed that a canal be built through the Oswego River 
to Lake Ontar io . Mar t in VanBuren was all for it 
until one of its opponents called him aside and told 
him that if he voted for the bill , they would expose 
his holdings in Oswego and would ruin him pol i t ical ly . 
Needless to say, Mar t in voted against the b i l l . 

Getting back to David, I have to note that he had 
a lot going for him for s e v e r a l y e a r s . He was 
always a canaler at hea r t , and even when he had 
accumulated a considerable wealth, he s t i l l t r ave led 
the "Old E r i e . " David owned a few canal boa t s , 
which ca r r i ed flour from Oswego to Syracuse and 
brought back salt from Syracuse to Oswego. Oswego 
at that t ime was a p rosperous mi l l town and many 
boat owners took advantage of the lucra t ive shipping 
t r ade that was being c a r r i e d on during this e r a . 

David also r a i sed sheep at Jackson Hill near 
Ful ton. He had s e v e r a l hired employees to mind the 
he rd . I t 's good to note he re the cont ras t between 
the Nor thern h i red help and the Southern s l ave ry 
that existed at this t ime in h i s to ry . 

There a r e two amusing s to res that I have been 
told by Mr . J e s s e VanBuren, David's g r ea t -g r andson . 
The f i rs t s tory concerns his ea r ly yea r s as a canaler 
and the second can be considered an analogy to today's 
problem with chi ldren. 
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It seems that David used to look r a t h e r ragged at 
t imes when he was working on canal boa t s . Once when 
he was at a stopover in Troy, New York, he went into 
a general s to re and was looking very enthusias t ica l ly 
at a new h a r n e s s . He suddenly yelled, "How m u c h ? " 
The s to r ekeepe r , su rp r i s ed that such a spec imen could 
afford it said, "Twenty d o l l a r s . " David could only 
rep ly , "I ' l l take i t . " As it turned out, he had to pay 
for it out of s e v e r a l 'weeks' wages because he was too 
proud to admit that he couldn't afford i t . I t ' s quite 
obvious that people don't change, no ma t t e r what 
century they live in. 

The second s to ry takes place after David is m a r r i e d , 
with chi ldren, and living in his own house . 

David often put the boys to bed and as he left the 
room, he would put the latch on the door in o rde r to 
know at all t imes -where the boys w e r e . But the boys, 
like kids today, ou t smar ted their father and went out 
a skylight in thei r ceiling and down a ladder which they 
would place the re along the side of the house . Kids 
haven ' t changed e i the r . 

David was a funny person in a lot of ways . He 
t r i ed to r ema in as si lent as poss ible during the Civil 
War . His brother , Beards ley , however , was ve ry 
involved in the underground r a i l r oad in this a r e a . 

In al l , the VanBuren family her i t age is a great 
one that st i l l exis ts today. They contributed much to 
the ear ly es tab l i shment of Ful ton. They have left an 
indelible m a r k not only on the h i s tory of Oswego 
County, but also on the h i s to ry of the United S ta tes . 
They were our ea r ly c i t i zens , our ea r ly bus ines smen , 
our founders of indus t ry . These a r e the ve ry people 
who laid the foundation for what we enjoy today. As a 
Yorker , I can help to honor them by just a s imple 
e s say which calls to mind some of the accompl i sh­
ments of these people toward a common goal of a 
grea t New York State, a grea t United S ta t e s . 
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THE HISTORY OF GLASSMAKING 

IN OSWEGO COUNTY 

by 

Mary Bucher 

Today we live in an age of a lmost complete automa­
t ion. Man has invented machines that can do p r a c t i c ­
ally everything. As a r e s u l t of th i s , we tend to forget 
that such common i tems as glass dishes and bowls w e r e 
once made only by skil led c ra f t smen who worked for 
yea r s to l ea rn the i r t r a d e . When craf t smen such as 
g lassblowers immigra ted to our country, they brought 
their ski l ls with them. That is why during the eight­
eenth and nineteenth centur ies so many glass fac tor ies 
sprang up in our country. 

One such factory was es tabl ished in the sma l l town 
of Cleveland, New York. Cleveland is si tuated on the 
banks of Oneida Lake in the ex t reme sou theas te rn 
corner of Oswego County. To unders tand its founding 
fully, it is n e c e s s a r y to t r a c e the h i s to ry of glass 
manufactur ing in another par t of New York State . 

About 1786 in Sandlake, near Albany, a glass works 
was es tabl i shed . The p rop r i e to r s of this glass factory 
sppealed in 1788 to the people of New York State to 
sus ta in thei r glass b u s i n e s s . Unfortunately, the 
people did not l i s ten . The factory -was soon dese r t ed 
because of the lack of operat ing funds. An effort was 
made to reopen the factory in 1795. This effort me t 
•with a cer ta in amount of s u c c e s s . In 1806 the state 
leg is la ture passed an act to incorpora te the s tock­
holders of the R e n s s e l a e r Glass F a c t o r y . The incor -
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pora tors were J e r e m i a h Van R e n s s e l a e r , John Saun­
d e r s , El isha Jenkins , Elkenah Watson, George P e a r ­
son, James Kane, Thomas Fro th ingham, F r e d e r i c h 
Jenkins , Rensse l ae r Havens and F r a n c i s Bloodgood. 
The stock was not to exceed 100 sha re s at $1000 each. 

Skilled employees were needed to work in the glass 
works . Mr . William Richmond, a Scotchman, was 
superintendent of the w o r k s . He went abroad to get 
workmen . Disguised as a t r a m p , M r . Richmond 
wandered through the glass d i s t r i c t of Dunbarton in 
Scotland and engaged giassblowers to come to A m e r ­
ica . The blowers had grea t difficulty in hiding their 
tools on the ship because it was a penal offense for 
g lassblowers to leave Scotland. In this VanRensse l ae r 
factory, the crown blowers were Scotch, but many of 
the cylinder blov/ers were German. 

In 1816 a fire was s ta r ted by spa rks from the pipes 
of the blowers who were playing cards on a pile of 
s t r aw in the packing room. The cylinder works was 
burned down. This was rebui l t in 1818 and continued 
functioning until 1853. 

However, the same company had in 1845 built a 
factory at Durhamvil le in Dunbarton. In 1838 the 
Rensse l ae r glass works was owned by Monroe-
Cowarden and Company. George Cowarden was a 
son- in- law of Anthony Landgraff, who with his fa ther -
in-law and his b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w came from the village 
of Vernon to Cleveland in 1840 to es tabl ish the Cleve­
land Glass Works . 

For the f i r s t year after establ ishing his works in 
Cleveland, Mr . Landgraff boated his sand from Verona 
on the south shore of Oneida L a k e . This was not of 
grea t necess i ty because sand of super io r quality was 
d iscovered in the Cleveland a r e a as ea r ly as 1813. 
M r . Landgraff d iscovered that in 1841 his works were 
located on a bed of sand far super ior to that he had 
been using. As a resu l t of this d i scovery , two other 
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glass fac tor ies were es tabl ished in the vi l lage. A 
large amount of sand was exported to other glass works 
in New York State and Canada. 

As odd as it may s e e m , the r ea son for the e s t ab l i sh ­
ment of the factory at Cleveland -was the s ca rc i t y of 
hemlock at Vernon. Hemlock was the fuel used for 
mel t ing the g l a s s . Cleveland was then surrounded 
on three sides by p r imeva l fores ts which were only 
marked by the axe of the p ioneer . On the remain ing 
side s t re tched the glistening wa te r s and the broad 
expanse of Oneida Lake which is r i ch in assoc ia t ion 
with Indian t radi t ions and c u s t o m s . The whole region 
was considered a spo r tman ' s idea of p a r a d i s e . 

The village dates its development from the build­
ing of the Old Eagle Tannery in 1834, so that when the 
glass factory came six yea r s af terward, a thr iving 
l i t t le village had been es tabl i shed . The village was 
growing at a s teady r a t e . However, on the nor th 
the fores t s t i l l held its own. The glass factory was 
built a lmost , if not completely, in the fo res t . The 
fuel then used for mel t ing the gass was hemlock 
from the nearby fo res t . The ear ly works had a sma l l 
capacity. The new factory buildings were l a rge and 
substant ia l for the t imes ; but the mel t ing furnace was 
only about six feet by eight feet on the ins ide , and the 
mel t ing pots were li t t le l a rge r than good-sized water 
pa i l s . A single blower could c a r r y and place them 
in the temper ing ovens . They had a capacity of about 
300 feet of g l a s s . Unfortunately, these ancient pots 
held only about 150 feet of g l a s s . The cyl inders w e r e 
m e r e pygmies beside the huge r o l l e r s of today, but 
they were opened by hand without the aid of pole or 
c r ane . Each blower gathered, blew, flattened, and 
somet imes cut his own g lass ; the tending boys, now 
g a t h e r e r s , were m e r e l y water boys and ro l l e r c a r r i e r s . 
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These were the days of long working h o u r s , but the 
wages m o r e than made up for i t . They were excep­
tional for those days , averaging m o r e than a dollar a 
box. The manner of sell ing the glass was in keeping 
with the t i m e s . Oneida Lake was connected with the 
Er i e Canal sys tem by a wide cut, and it was cus tomary 
that a boat be loaded with glass and peddled in the towns 
and vi l lages from Troy and Albany to Brockport and 
Buffalo. Often it was b a r t e r e d for suppl ies . 

The Landgraff family conducted the old Cleveland 
Glass Works for twenty yea r s from 1840 to 1860. Then, 
after a brief period under Will iam Saunders , it passed 
in 1863 into the hands of J. Caswell and Crawford 
Getman. In 1877 Mr . Caswell r e t i r e d , and M r . Getman 
continued the bus iness alone for many y e a r s . 

A second glass works was es tabl ished at Cleveland 
in 1851. The Union Glass Fac to ry , as it was called, 
was built by a stock company composed mos t ly of 
Cleveland c i t i zens . However, after a year or two, 
it was reorgan ized and came under the control of 
William F o s t e r , F a r r i s F a r m e r , and Char les Kathren 
who ran it with success for m o r e than twenty y e a r s . 
Then for s e v e r a l y e a r s , this factory r ema ined id le . 
In 1882, after s e v e r a l changes were m a d e , the factory 
was sold to Crawford Getman, the p rop r i e to r of the 
Cleveland factory, who operated them until 1889 when 
he sold both plants to the United glass Company. This 
company conducted them both until 1893, the old 
factory until 1894. Then, because of the hard t i m e s , 
the United Glass Company closed them down thus com­
pleting the f i r s t period of g lassmaking in Cleveland. 

The second period was a shor t one. In the spr ing 
of 1897 the United Glass Company, at grea t expense, 
converted the old Cleveland factory into a modern 
factory with an e lec t r i c plant a t tached. This factory 
had every facility except for making cheap window g l a s s . 
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However, the i r two f i res w e r e sho r t . In the fall of 1899, 
the plant was sold to the Amer i can Window Glass Com­
pany. Strangely enough, they prompt ly closed it down 
for quite some t i m e . After a -while they reopened it 
for th ree months . Then it was closed down apparently 
for good. This ended the second per iod of g lassmaking 
in Cleveland. 

The forty yea r s from 1834-1874 w e r e the m o s t 
p rospe rous for Cleveland. With its var ious indus t r i e s 
it was a bustling p lace . People of all occupations 
lived in Cleveland. But one by one these var ious in­
dus t r i e s dropped out or w e r e abandoned, and finally, 
nothing remained" by the glass indus t ry . The glass 
works would have gone, too, if Cleveland hadn' t had 
among he re r e s iden t s two ve t e r an glass m a n a g e r s and 
manufac tu re r s - Crawford Getman and Eugene Morenus , 
who believed that under the proper conditions and good 
economical management it could s t i l l be made to pay. 
They kept the factory going until 1912. The w o r k e r s 
controlled their wages to some extent through a coop­
era t ive associa t ion which the Cleveland ci t izens 
backed. With passage of the Sherman Act, they 
figured it might be i l legal to run their fac tor ies as 
they had. They sold out at a g rea t loss to people the 
Clevelanders called "the J e w s . " Af te rwards , they 
found that they could have continued in operat ion. 

To date, var ious glass implement s have been found. 
Each is tangible evidence of a way of life long pas t . 
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ST. FRANCIS HOME 

TO SUSPEND OPERATION 

AFTER 57 YEARS 

by 

Patricia Cullinan 

Insufficient number of chi ldren, 
heavy expenses involved cited as 
r e a s o n s to close inst i tut ion in 
this city; youngsters to be placed 
e l s ewhere . 

Thus it was announced in the Oswego Pal ladium 
Times that the f i r s t Catholic orphanage in the a r e a 
would be closed for lack of funds. Because of "the 
t rend in welfare agencies of placing neglected and 
dependent chi ldren in foster homes r a t h e r than d i r ec t ­
ing their placement) to inst i tut ionalized h o m e s " * the 
number of chi ldren at St. F r a n c i s Home gradual ly 
d e c r e a s e d . In September , 1952, when the home was 
closed, t he r e w e r e 61 chi ldren r e g i s t e r e d . 

F r o m Roadhouse to Orphanage 

The s i s t e r s of the Third Order of St. F r a n c i s 
purchased the building once known as St. F r a n c i s 
Home in Oswego, from Michael Keeler in May, 1896. 
But the building's s ix ty -s ix year h i s tory previous to 
the purchase proves to be a ve ry in te res t ing one. 
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In 1830, Beverly Robinson and his wife F r a n c e s , 
seeking the mos t p ic turesque set t ing in the a r e a , 
e rec ted the t h r e e - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e . The m a s s i v e 
building was complemented with a cupola, and set 
far back from the road at what a re now Syracuse 
Avenue and Burkle S t ree t , on the c i ty 's eas t s ide . 
The building was located on approximately ninety 
ac r e s of land on a high hill overlooking the Oswego 
River and the sur rounding country. 

The building was const ructed of heavy br icks which 
were about one foot thick and made of mud and s t r a w . 
The or iginal f loors , windows, and f i rep lace , built of 
m a t e r i a l meant to las t , a r e s t i l l intact , as is the 
main s ta i rway of c h e r r y wood, complemented by a 
curving handra i l . 

After owning the home for 18 y e a r s , the Robin­
sons sold the p roper ty to Samuel Ludlow in 1848, 
who la te r deeded it to Judge Henry Ludlow in 1882. 
In 1892, Henry Ludlow sold the building and proper ty 
to Michael Keeler for $7, 000. 

Michael Keeler , upon his acquisi t ion of the p rop­
er ty , converted it from a pr ivate r e s idence to a 
public road house . A la rge bar room and s e v e r a l 
smal l card rooms were instal led on the f i r s t f loor, 
and in the basement , rooms w e r e se t off where 
roos t e r fights took p lace . 

Religious Acquire P r o p e r t y 

In 1895, a group of leading c i t izens , under the 
l eadersh ip of the late Reverend Dean Michael B a r r y , 
formed the St. F r a n c i s Home Associat ion, and 
approached Keeler about purchas ing his p roper ty 
to be used as a Catholic orphanage. Member s of 
this prominent group include: "Judge Char les N. 
Bulger, Owen McNally, Mar t in O'Melia, M. T. 
Kinnane, John Dougherty, David Fi tzgibbons , S r . , 
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T h o m a s B u r d e n , S r . , J o h n D o r s e y , F r a n k T . F a r r e l l , 
and J o s e p h M c G o w a n . "2 Af te r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
the H o m e , t h e s e m e n m a i n t a i n e d a d e e p i n t e r e s t in 
i t s w e l f a r e and w o r k . 

Upon b e i n g a p p r o a c h e d by the c o m m i t t e e , K e e l e r 
" a g r e e d to s e l l t he p r o p e r t y to the s i s t e r s , a s k i n g 

only the $7 , 000 he pa id for t h e p r o p e r t y , bu t he 
s t i p u l a t e d t h a t i t w a s to be u s e d a s a h o m e for 
c h i l d r e n . 

B e f o r e t h e o r p h a n a g e could a c t u a l l y be u s e d as 
s u c h , m a n y c h a n g e s had to be m a d e . S e c r e t s t a i r ­
c a s e s w e r e b a r r e d by bu i l t i n b o o k c a s e s ; the f a m o u s 
b a r - r o o m , t h r o u g h w h o s e 'walls v u l g a r i t y and ga i t y 
h a d r e s o u n d e d b e c a m e t h e c h a p e l , t h e h o u s e of 
p r a y e r and s u p p l i c a t i o n , w h e r e t h e P s a l m s , p r a y e r s 
and h y m n s now r e p l a c e s o n g s of r e v e l r y . The 
c o c k - f i g h t p i t s on t h e m a i n p a r l o r f l oo r w e r e s e a l e d 
and o v e r t h o s e t h e f e e t of o r p h a n e d c h i l d r e n d a n c e d 
and p l a y e d . T o d a y the s a m e old c r y s t a l c h a n d e l i e r 
h a n g s f r o m t h e c e i l i n g o v e r t h e p l a c e t h e c o c k s o n c e 
y a w n e d i n t o t h e n i g h t . T h e n , t h e o ld c h a n d e l i e r 
l o o k e d down u p o n o r p h a n s a t p l a y : now i t s h e d s i t s 
l i gh t on a q u i e t , s o m b r e c o n v e n t r e c e p t i o n r o o m . I t 
cou ld r e l a t e i n t e r e s t i n g t a l e s ; bu t i t r e m a i n s a s i l e n t 
o b s e r v e r of d r a s t i c c h a n g e s . 

" B e f o r e t h e S i s t e r s of S t . F r a n c i s p u r c h a s e d t h e 
K e e l e r p r o p e r t y to b e u s e d a s an o r p h a n a g e , S i s t e r 
M . J o s e p h a and S i s t e r M . C l a r a w e r e t e a c h i n g a t 
S t . T e r e s a ' s C o n v e n t of S t . P e t e r ' s C h u r c h , O s w e g o , 
w h e r e t h e y g a v e s h e l t e r and c a r e t o two l i t t l e g i r l s 
w h o h a d l o s t t h e i r m o t h e r . It w a s due to t h e S i s t e r s ' 
c a r e of t h e s e m o t h e r l e s s l i t t l e g i r l s t h a t t h e S i s t e r s 
of S t . F r a n c i s w e r e a s k e d b y B i s h o p L u d d e n , a t t h e 
r e q u e s t of F a t h e r B a r r y of O s w e g o , t o m a i n t a i n a 
h o m e for o r p h a n s in O s w e g o . In M a y 1896 , S i s t e r 
M . J o s e p h a and S i s t e r M . C l a r a m o v e d i n t o the r e ­
c e n t l y a c q u i r e d K e e l e r p r o p e r t y . . . and e q u i p p e d t h e 
b u i l d i n g w h i c h w a s to be k n o w n t h e r e a f t e r as 
S t . F r a n c i s H o m e for C h i l d r e n . "-> 
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St. F r a n c i s Home was dedicated by the Right 
Reverend Pa t r i ck A. Ludden, Bishop of Syracuse , on 
June 13, 1896. The Reverend Char les F . McEvoy; 
Chancellor of the Diocese of Syracuse , J . S . M . Lynch; 
Pas to r of St. John 's Church, Utica, The Very Rev­
erend Hyacinth Fudinski ; O . F . M . Conv. , Minis ter 
Prov inc ia l , and Reverend Alphonse Le r scho l l ; 
O . F . M . Conv. , Pas to r of Assumption Church , Syra­
cuse , accompanied Bishop Ludden to the dedication. 
At this t ime , the re were 24 chi ldren living at the h o m e . 

Following the opening, application for the approval 
of the organizat ion and incorpora t ion of the Home was 
made to the State Board of Char i t i e s . The approval 
was readi ly granted and the Ar t ic les of Incorporat ion 
of the Home, dated January 23, 1897, provided for 
the ' c a r e , n u r t u r e , main tenance , and education for 
orphaned, h o m e l e s s , and dest i tute chi ldren of all 
r a ce s and c r e e d s . ' The home was an impor tant 
addition to the growing community, because it was a 
place of refuge for the "poor and orphaned chi ldren 
of Oswego, of which there were said to be 250 running 
the s t r ee t s with no schooling. " 4 

In 1912, after the number of chi ldren living at the 
Home had gradually inc reased , the or iginal building 
proved to be inadequate for housing of both boys and 
g i r l s . A new building was erec ted for the boys -which 
provided living qua r t e r s as well as c l a s s rooms where 
a complete e lementa ry and a two-year high school 
course was offered. 

The chi ldren were also given, along with a. formal 
education, the opportunity of learning a craft whereby 
they might la ter earn their l iving. 'The e x t r a c u r r i c u ­
lar activit ies included chorus , glee club, a rhythm 
band, handicraft , shop, sewing, homemaking, or any 
other line of endeavor for which a child showed an 
apti tude. " 
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As the years passed , many improvemen t s , both on 
the grounds and the building of the Home took p lace . 
A landscaped t r ac t of land which was once a dense 
woods provided playground facil i t ies and a swimming 
pool for the chi ldren. At the close of the 1930's , the 
Home boasted five cows, over one hundred chickens , 
and a h o r s e . F lower and vegetable gardens were 
cultivated on the grounds, and from these s o u r c e s , 
the orphaned youngsters were provided with f resh 
milk, eggs and vegetables . 

"These young people emerged into the world as 
good and useful c i t izens , enter ing many fields of 
endeavor after leaving St. F r a n c i s Home. With their 
spi r i tual t ra ining and education they were able to face 
life with an excellent chance of success in their 
chosen c a r e e r s . 

Terminat ion of the Orphanage 

On September 11, 1952, St. Anthony Convent and 
Motherhouse disclosed that operat ion of St. F r a n c i s 
Home would be suspended. The decision was reached 
by the Community Council of the S i s t e r s of St. F r a n c i s 
after 'consultat ion and due cons ide ra t ion . ' 

The formal announcement from the motherhouse 
r ead : 

"The Community Council of the S i s t e r s of St. 
F r a n c i s , Court S t ree t , Syracuse , after consult­
ation and due considera t ion reached the decision 
to suspend the operat ion of St. F r a n c i s Home, 
Oswego, New York. 

The smal l number of children at the Home, as 
well as the t remendous expense which would be 
involved in making the n e c e s s a r y r e p a i r s and 
renovat ions in o rder adequately to opera te and 
maintain St. F r a n c i s Home leaves no al ternat ive 
but to close the Home. 
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Arrangement s a r e being made with other agencies 
for the gradual p lacement of the chi ldren now at 
the Home. 

It is with no little r e g r e t that the S i s t e r s will 
discontinue their s e rv i ce s at the Home for they 
a r e mindful of and grateful for the many yea r s of 
fine re la t ions with the p r i e s t s and people of Oswego. " 

This announcement of the decision to discontinue 
operat ion of the Home confirmed r e p o r t s which had 
gained c i rcula t ion during the past y e a r . 

When the previous announcement of the closing of 
St. F r a n c i s Home appeared in the daily Oswego papers , 
express ions of r e g r e t as well as those of admira t ion 
and appreciat ion of the S i s t e r s ' f if ty-seven y e a r s of 
devoted se rv ice to the chi ldren of St. F r a n c i s Home 
•were rece ived by Sis ter M. Bernadet te , Superior and 
Superintendent of the Home. "The following le t ter 
expressed the sen t imen t s , not only of the w r i t e r , 
but of o thers who have voiced their appreciat ion of 
St. F r a n c i s Home. 

199 South Plymouth Avenue 
Roches te r 8, New York 
October 5, 1952 

Sis ter M. Bernadet te , Supervisor 
St. F ranc i s Home 
Oswego, New York 

Dear S i s t e r : 

I read in the paper,, some weeks back, about the 
closing of St. F r a n c i s Home. I couldn't believe 
my eyes — and I felt that it was my own home 
that would no longer be in ex i s tence . It was the 
only home I ever knew and the dear S i s t e r s were 
the only mother I ever had. 
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I can put into words the awful lonesome feeling 
that comes over m e , when I think of i t . How much 
the S i s te r s did for us - - How they worked - - How 
they prayed and taught us to pray; they taught us 
how to sew, to embro ide r , to clean and cook and 
take ca re of o u r s e l v e s , the th ree R ' s , all in the Home. 

My life would have been a lot different, I am afraid, 
if I had not known how to pray and ask God's help 
through the y e a r s . That was the mos t impor tan t 
thing that I learned while t h e r e . I am thankful and 
always have been thankful that God allowed me to 
come under the ca re of the S i s te r s of St. F r a n c i s . 

I mos t ea rnes t ly pray that He will always bless and 
protect your community. 

Most s ince re ly , 
Dorothy M. Kelly (Nee 
M r s . Edward T. Kelly 
Roches t e r , New York" 

F r o m Orphanage to School 

"At the t ime of the purchase of the p roper ty from 
Michael Keeler and his wife, an ag reemen t was made 
to the effect that if the S i s t e r s of the Third F r a n c i s c a n 
Order should ever abandon the p roper ty , or if for any 
r e a s o n the p roper ty should not be used for the purposes 
of a school and orphan asy lum, that the said proper ty 
should be conveyed by the Third F r a n c i s c a n Order to 
the Rt . Rev. P a t r i c k A. Ludden, Bishop of Syracuse , 
or his s u c c e s s o r in office, for the use of Catholics 
of the City of Oswego. "" 

It was because of this ag reement that the Oswego 
Catholic High School was founded. The new school 
opened on September 8, 1953, and it m a r k e d an 
impor tan t event both in the h i s to ry of the Diocese of 

F r ance ) 

8 
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Syracuse and of the Community of the s i s t e r s of 
St. F r a n c i s . It is the f i r s t cen t ra l Catholic High 
School es tabl ished in the diocese; and it is es tabl ished 
on the site of the fo rmer St. F r a n c i s Home for 
chi ldren. 

The buildings fo rmer ly compr is ing the Home were 
completely remodeled to mee t the needs of an up - to -
date high school . The remodeled Oswego Catholic 
High School provides today a chapel, twenty c l a s s ­
r o o m s , a la rge l i b r a ry , an up- to-date science l abora ­
tory , a gymnas ium-audi to r ium which seats over 900 
and is equipped with a la rge stage and b l e a c h e r s , a 
health room, a faculty r o o m , a newly remodeled 
cafe ter ia , and offices for the pr inc ipa l , v i c e - p r i n c i ­
pal , and school s e c r e t a r y . 

Because two new buildings have been e rec ted 
since the opening of St. F r a n c i s Home, the or ig inal 
building is no longer a par t of the school . Al c l a s s ­
rooms a re in the two new buildings, and the or iginal 
building, built in 183 0 is now used as a convent. 
The S i s t e r s of the Third Order of St. F r a n c i s who 
teach at Oswego Catholic High live in this t h r e e -
s tory s t r u c t u r e . 

1 Mother M. Ca rme la Prandone , O . S . F . , Grea te r 
Love. . . (Syracuse, New York: I960) p. 59. 

2 Oswego P a l l a d i u m - T i m e s , September 11, 1952, 
p . 8. 

3 Oswego P a l l a d i u m - T i m e s , date unknown. 
4 Ralph M. Faus t , The Story of Oswego (Oswego: 

Pal ladium Times P r e s s , 1934), p . 69. 
5 Mother M. C a r m e l a Prandone , O . S . F . , Grea ter 

Love. . . , (Syracuse, New York: I960), p. 36. 
6 Oswego P a l l a d i u m - T i m e s , date unknown. 
7 Oswego Pa l l ad ium- T i m e s , September 11, 1952, 

p . 8 . 
8 Oswego P a l l a d i u m - T i m e s , date unknown. 
9 Oswego P a l l a d i u m - T i m e s , date unknown. 
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THE HISTORY OF ITALIANS IN OSWEGO 
PART I 

by 

Luciano J. Iorizzo, Ph.D. 
Assoc. Professor of 

History 

Introduction: 

In the two decades connecting the nineteenth and 
twentieth c e n t u r i e s , Oswego was undergoing an eco­
nomic and socia l t r ans format ion . Once the si te of 
heavy port operat ion and mil l ing activity, Oswego was 
seeing these two key act ivi t ies fade into insignif icance. 
In their places were a r i s ing numerous manufacturing 
es tab l i shments ranging from light to heavy indus t ry . 
In the p roces s the demand for a l a rge unskil led labor 
supply oftentimes outs tr ipped the supply. Those 
Oswegonians -who remained in Oswego in the t rying 
t imes of t rans i t ion from c o m m e r c i a l to manufactur ing 
act ivi t ies were seldom willing to take up the rough, 
hard labor requ i red in the new work . The I r i sh , Ger­
man , and F rench-Canad ian immigran t s provided many 
willing l a b o r e r s but hardly enough to mee t the enor ­
mous demands of a city changing its economic cha r ­
a c t e r . The door was thrown open to a m a s s migra t ion 
of Medi te r ranean and E a s t e r n European people. They 
came by the thousands in the two decades before r e ­
s t r ic t ive immigra t ion policies put a halt to such move­
m e n t s . They competed with the local work force for 
j a b s . Somet imes they accepted lower wages ; frequently 
they s t ruck for equality in wages and working condit ions. 
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Often, ini t ial ly, they were used as s t r i k e b r e a k e r s ; on 
other occas ions , they themselves were the s t r i k e r s . 
Hungry for work, the newcomers gladly filled in the 
bottom rungs of the economic ladder and pushed the 
e a r l i e r immigran t s up into the ranks of economic 
secur i ty and socia l r e spec tab i l i ty . The socia l changes 
have a l ready been noted by one of Oswego's foremost 
h i s t o r i ans , Charles M. Snyder: 

Manufac turers in Oswego, who could 
not have bid against the lawyers and m i l l e r s 
for the choice pews in the local churches in 
the ea r ly y e a r s , we re second to none in 
p res t ige before the cen tury ' s c lose . 

Dr . Snyder then revealed the ethnic mix in community 
l eadersh ip in 1900 that was not to be found a generat ion 
before : 

The Bunners and McWhor ters were gone; 
also the Fitzhughs and Li t t le johns . . .Al iens and 
Chur chills . . . 

But. . .new ones took their p l aces : The Downeys, 
E m e r i c k s and Culkins, and Mackins , Bu lge r s , 
Mor r i sons and Fitzgibbons filled the gaps , and 
mingled with the Mot ts , P a g e s , Johnsons , Penf ie lds , 
Bates , P o s t s , and Kingsfords as l eade r s of the 
community. 
Indeed, the I r i sh , the ea r l i e s t immigran t group to 

come en m a s s e to Oswego, were working their way into 
the Amer i can Nat ive-s tock "es tab l i shment . " They had 
come a long way from the squatters ' days on back lots 
and waste pa tches , when their tenements in Pea Soup 
F la t s were somet imes destroyed on o rder of the city 
health officials for fear that such sub-s tandard housing 
would be de t r imenta l to the health and welfare of Oswego' 
r e s iden t s . - 1 In due t ime the Germans and F r e n c h - C a n a ­
dians would follow the r i s e of the I r i sh though they were 
never held in such low repute as the sons and daughters 
of the Emera ld I s le . 
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As the nineteenth century drew to a c lose , these older 
immigran t s and natives alike wondered about the mos t 
recen t a r r i v a l s : The I ta l ians , Po le s , Aus t r i an s , Jews 
and others who were beginning to jam into Oswego. 
Would these s t range and difference people s tay? Would 
they a s s i m i l a t e ? Would they contaminate? Many 
believed the new immigra t ion of the 1890's was a t em­
pora ry phenomenon. Among the few who believed o ther ­
wise , that these people r ep re sen t ed m o r e than just 
m i g r a t o r y b i rds of passage and that they would have a 
permanent and sa lu tary effect on the future of Oswego, 
were astute polit icians like F r a n c i s D. Culkin and 
C. N. Bulger. These l eaders worked hard to cultivate 
the fr iendship and loyalty of the immigran t s whom they 
considered prospect ive v o t e r s . They sought to i m p r e s s 
upon them the dut ies , r e spons ib i l i t i e s , r i gh t s , and 
advantages that went with Amer i can ci t izenship, A m e r i ­
canization, and loyalty to one !s pa r ty . Those who be­
lieved as did the Culkins and Bulgers proved right in 
the end. The immigran t s from southern and ea s t e rn 
Europe remained to make their ina rk in the c i ty ' s h i s ­
tory as did those who preceded them. 

But what of the I ta l ians? What did they contr ibute? 
Have they left any indelible m a r k s on the cha rac t e r of 
this port city? What of their positive contr ibut ions? 
Their negative ones ? Their enduring ones and their 
pass ing ones? These a re the major concerns in this 
paper . But, before turning to the s tory of the Italians 
in detai l , a c loser look at the Oswego scene into which 
they came is in o r d e r . 
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Oswego: The City in General 

Oswego's growth in the nineteenth century was 
marked by heavy activity in shipbuilding, c o m m e r c e , 
and mi l l ing . As the century drew to a close these 
act ivi t ies became less and less linked with the p r o ­
g res s of the city. P r i o r to the Civil War, shipbui lders 
were kept busy trying to keep up with the r i s ing de­
mand for v e s s e l s , brought on by the e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g 
traffic through the port of Oswego. As many as four 
schooners were known to have been launched in one 
day and hundreds of vesse l s were enrol led in the 
Oswego Custom House . By the cen tury ' s end sh ip­
building was a thing of the past and fewer than th i r ty 
ships were now enrolled in the Custom House. 
Numerous factors contributed to the fall of the P o r t 
of Oswego. Some of the major ones can be ci ted. 
The decline began in 1865 with the end of the Rec ip­
roca l Trade Treaty with Canada and was intensified 
as New York State f i rs t lowered its tolls on the canals 
and then al together el iminated them. Buffalo, 'which 
was ideally si tuated geographical ly to benefit m o s t 
from a free E r i e canal, -was able to take full advan­
tage of the situation by improving its ha rbor fac i l i t ies . 
In cont ras t to 16 foot channels in Buffalo, Oswego 
found itself with only one 12 foot dock by 1900. The 
se r iousness of the situation was further heightened 
by competit ion from the r a i l r o a d s , high protect ive 
tariff policies from 1890 on, which vir tual ly e l im­
inated the Canadian lumber and bar ley t r ade , and 
f ierce competition from wes te rn grain men and 
m i l l e r s . 

By 1900, then, commerce was reduced to minor 
impor tance . Oswego's grain e levators and m i l l s , 
whose products exceeded one mil l ion dol lars in 1890 
(the total for all products produced in Oswego was a 
little over seven mil l ion do l la r s ) , we re now unable to 
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compete favorably with those of the Mid-wes t . The 
mal t indus t ry , Oswego's second ranking indust ry 
with products valued at m o r e than $700, 000, fell 
swiftly and permanent ly under the blow of the 
McKinley Tariff in 1890. 

The lumber t r ade , which had reached its zenith 
in 1873, but was s t i l l an impor tant par t of the eco­
nomic scene , was so severe ly affected by the Tariff 
of 1890 that not even removal of the duties on the 
t rade in 1894 could lead to i ts r ev iva l . Bewildered 
p ropr i e to r s probably breathed a sigh of relief when 
fire gutted many of the empty mi l l s and e leva tors on 
the c i ty ' s lower e a s t - s i d e r ive r front in 1892.- ' 

Oswegonians were not unaware of these momentous 
changes taking p lace . The Oswego Business Men's 
Associat ion a ler t ly embarked on a p rog ram of sell ing 
Oswego as an indust r ia l si te to prospect ive manufac­
t u r e r s , using as the chief inducements the availabili ty 
of cheap water power, r a i l road t ranspor ta t ion , water 
t r anspor ta t ion , low taxes , and a plentiful labor supply. 
Their efforts brough swift r e s u l t s . Many new indus­
t r i a l concerns located in the city and a number of 
those a l ready he re put substant ia l capital into a m ­
bitious expansion p r o g r a m s . Probably the biggest 
coup was landing Diamond Match Company in 1894. 
By 1899 manufactur ing was flourishing as it had never 
done before . More men were on m o r e payrol ls than 
eve r . Virtual ly every manufac turer was operat ing 
to capacity. Some like Oswego Machine Works were 
running o v e r t i m e . Quirk Knitting was producing day 
and night. Ames Iron Works had doubled its capac­
ity and National Railway Spring Company had t rebled 
its bus ine s s . Fi tzgibbons Boiler was only one of many 
concerns which was behind on its o r d e r s . Manufac­
turing was coming of age and the r a i l roads kept pace . 
Sidings were provided for the new and expanding con­
c e r n s . The t ra in shops were operat ing to capacity 
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and plans were being made to enlarge the t e rmina l 
faci l i t ies in the city. Helping to spark the r a i l r o a d s ' 
growth was the demand for coal . New life was 
breathed into a moribund port as coal sh ipments , 
fed by the Delaware-Lackawanna , the New York, 
Ontario and Weste rn , and the Delaware and Hudson, 
began to mount . Steel r a i l s , fourteen abreas t in 
pa r t s of Oswego, were living tes t imoney to the new 
indus t r ia l Oswego. Viewed from this viewpoint, 
Oswego's economic future looked p romis ing . 

After 1900 indus t r ia l expansion proceeded at a 
frenzied pace . By 1905 local manufac tu re r s were 
complaining that full capacity operat ions were being 
hampered by a shor tage of boarding houses which 
discouraged the movement to Oswego of a plentiful 
and cheap labor supply. ° That si tuation prevai led 
when the m a s s e s of Italian worke r s began to descend 
upon Oswego in r e sponse to the growing and d e s ­
pera te demands for labor on the par t of the r a i l ­
roads and other indus t r ia l companies . This suggests 
that the immigran t s did not willfully c rea te " s l u m s . " 
Their labor -was sought. They came to Oswego. 
They had li t t le choice but to to le ra te sub-s t andard 
housing condit ions. In so doing, they made poss ible 
the continued expansion of indust ry with a min imum 
of in ter rupt ions by providing the n e c e s s a r y brawn. 
This is evident in the New York State Census of 1905. 
The census revealed that m o r e than 250 Italian born 
were employed in the City of Oswego, 80 per cent of 
whom were r a i l road and day l a b o r e r s , the g rea t e r 
major i ty being in the la t ter ca tegory . Most of the 
others worked at Diamond Match or the knitting and 
yarn mil ls in the a r e a . A few were self-employed 
craf t smen and shopkeepers . There was one mus ic 
t eacher , but no other p rofess iona l s . Despite the 
I ta l ians ' efforts , labor remained at a p r emium. The 
work at F o r t Ontar io , the rebuilding of the s t a r ch 
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factory, and the continued heavy demands put on the 
local manufacturing es tab l i shments called for m o r e 
w o r k e r s , both skilled and unskil led, than w e r e avai l ­
able . Not one person from Oswego was known to have 
answered a call for ca rpen te r s in P a n a m a . The 
United States Government was offering $. 56 an hour for 
an eight hour day, plus q u a r t e r s , f ree t ranspor ta t ion , 
medica l aid, and other fringe benefi ts . A local c o r r e ­
spondent commented: "A number of yea r s ago (the 
government) would have been over run with appl icants . "'•" 
Not only was labor s c a r c e in the city, but the f a r m e r s 
were having a g rea t deal of t rouble locating hands to 
h a r v e s t the hay c rop despi te the "big w a g e s " offered. 

I talians were avai lable , but they were a lso suspec t . 
Like the I r i sh before them, the I tal ians w e r e closely 
checked by the local health author i t ies to insu re that 
no "epidemic of fever , smal l pox, or some other 
d i s e a s e " at tack the city. ^ Where once the sho r t com­
ings of I tal ians were seldom singled out in the local 
p r e s s - - a n d the re were genera l complaints about l ess 
des i rab le immigran t s from southern and e a s t e r n 
E u r o p e - - b y 1906 and 1907 the Ital ian immig ran t s in 
par t i cu la r had become a cause for se r ious concern . 
Local o b s e r v e r s , noting with apprehension the in tens i ­
fied Black Hand and Mafia act ivi t ies throughout the 
country, decr ied the r i s ing incidence of " c r i m e " in­
volving Italian immigran t s in Oswego, l i t t le rea l iz ing 
it ref lected the high proport ion of Italian immigran t s 
who were now finding their way to this city. More 
improtant , I talians were now faulted for congregating 
la rge ly in e a s t e r n cit ies where "labor is l eas t needed. "13 
This suggests that local newspapermen were not fami­
l ia r with the local economic si tuation as r epor ted in 
their own newspapers or chose to ignore the logic of 
the s i tuat ion. Moreover , m e m o r i e s were shor t . The 
I r i sh were now por t rayed as a hardy stock who had 
been willing to go anywhere to work:-'-4 
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All they wanted was a chance to work . The 
country is bet ter and r i che r for their coming 
h e r e . It is a m a t t e r of r e g r e t we can ' t have 
more immigran t s from Germany or Ireland and 
fewer from Southern Europe . 

No one will deny the contributions and des i rab i l i ty of 
I r i sh i m m i g r a n t s . But, as a ma t t e r of r e c o r d the 
I r i sh were hardly welcomed with open a r m s when 
they f i r s t a r r ived in Oswego as common l a b o r e r s and 
built their shanty- towns . Additionally, I r i sh i m m i ­
grants might have been willing to go anywhere for a 
job, but the fact of the ma t t e r is they did not. The 
I r i sh huddled together in the e a s t e r n ci t ies m o r e so 
than many southern and ea s t e rn European groups . 15 

In response to the above mentioned complaints 
made by manufac tu re r s of inadequate housing fac i l ­
i t ies in Oswego, the r e a l es ta te opera t ives set out 
to improve the s i tuat ion. By 1907 a la rge number of 
houses had been built , but the p r e s s u r e of overc rowd­
ing was only par t ia l ly re l i eved . There continued a 
p ress ing demand for renta l p roper ty in the $15 to $18 
a month range and below as new worke r s continued 
to s t r e a m into Oswego. The housing problems were 
made m o r e acute because of the peculiar guidelines 
that bui lders followed. One prominent cont rac tor 
expressed the prevai l ing philosophy: 1° 

It is the ru le to build when t imes a re 
dull and labor and m a t e r i a l cheap. Now both 
a r e high. The r ea l es ta te men a r e afraid to 
take a chance. . . . something mus t be done, 
what, I don't know at this t i m e . It is a mos t 
se r ious m a t t e r . 

Needless to say the mil l and factory manage r s con­
tinued to complain that they could not get enough peo­
ple to work for them and began a s e a r c h for indepen­
dent agents to go outside the community to bring in 
des i rab le labor , both male and female . 
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Through the ups and downs of the bus iness cycle , 
indus t r ia l growth was maintained to the end of the 
decade . New companies located in the city: Ontario 
Industr ia l Company, Howard Thermos ta t Company, 
Benson Pape r Box Company, Barnes Gear Company, 
to name just a few. The r a i l r oads added new freight 
t e r m i n a l s , y a r d s , and other i m p r o v e m e n t s . Some of 
the old plants like Ames Iron Works , and even some of 
the newer ones like Diamond Match, modern ized old 
fac tor ies and added new ones . The fever of economic 
activity was spread ing . F i r s t National Bark built a 
new facility; City Savings Bank and Second National 
Bank remode led . The newly a r r i v e d Pol i sh people, 
unlike the I ta l ians , ve ry quickly e rec ted a church . 
The city shared in this ea r ly twentieth century urban 
renewal by building a lower br idge , a water plant, a 
high school building, all new pro jec t s , in addition to 
keeping ab rea s t of the usual s t r e e t paving and sewer 
work that its ci t izens were demanding by the turn of 
the century . Even the U . S . Government contributed 
by undertaking the construct ion of a mil l ion dollar 
b reakwater to encourage port act ivi ty. ° Unquest ion­
ably there was a new spi r i t at work in Oswego. The 
Oswego Daily Times ca r r i ed a full page proudly d i s ­
playing the improvements it had made in its p r e s s 
faci l i t ies and charged the people of Oswego to join and 
work for "the Newer Oswego": " 

Let there be the kind of pa t r io t i sm cultivated 
that builds up a town. . . . There has been too much 
moving out of Oswego for the c i ty 's good. This 
is a sp i r i t to which a sha rp halt should be called 
and a new leaf turned over . 

Buy h e r e , build h e r e , stay he re should be 
the slogan for the Newer Oswego. 

To anyone fami l ia r with the ea r ly Italian s e t t l e r s of 
Oswego and those famil ies who r e s ide h e r e today, it 
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is no exaggerat ion to say that, by and l a rge , whether 
or not the Italians were aware of that sp i r i t , they c e r ­
tainly put down their roots in this a r e a . Today 30 per 
cent (over 1600 people) of the foreign stock of Oswego 
is I tal ian. Many of these f i rs t and second gene ra ­
tion Italians can t r ace their origins in this community 
to the beginning of this century . 

Despite the emphas i s on manufacturing in the p r e -
World War I y e a r s , a c o m m e r c i a l renewal added to 
the ove ra l l growth of Oswego. The local coal i n t e r e s t s , 
their sp i r i t s buoyed by steady growth in port sh ipments , 
reflected a confidence not seen in many yea r s among 
the c o m m e r c i a l e n t r e p r e n e u r s . Their opt imism proved 
well founded since coal shipments were substant ia l 
from 1900 on and reached a peak of 700, 000 tons in 

1913. 2 1 

One does not no rma l ly think of agr icu l tu ra l h i s to ry 
in dealing with urban h i s to ry . Yet the f a rms and 
f a r m e r s , both in and out of the city, can not be 
ignored. City r e s i d e n t s , had ample opportunity 
ei ther to make their living full or par t t ime from 
the surrounding count rys ide . Probably the grea t 
major i ty of those who engaged in agr icu l tu ra l activity 
did so to supplement the family income, o therwise 
they would have moved out to the f a rms where room 
and board would have been granted as par t of the wages 
of full t ime farm labor . Some city folk farmed full 
t ime . Among the southern and ea s t e rn Europeans 
in genera l , and the Italians in pa r t i cu la r , it was not 
uncommon to live in the city and commute daily to 
their f a rms which were e i ther owned outright, or as 
was m o r e common in the ea r ly y e a r s , rented or 
sha rec ropped . 

Seasonal work proved to be the major a t t rac t ion 
on the fa rms to Oswegonians. P r i o r to the advent of 
the twentieth century, hop picking provided seasonal 
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labor to hundreds of city dwel lers each August . Dur­
ing the season the New York Ontario and Wes te rn 
would c a r r y men, women, and chi ldren from 10 yea r s 
of age to 70 to the hop fields of Madison and Oneida 
Counties . The joyous depar tues from the r a i l road 
station indicates that the work was not only finan­
cially rewarding but had an air of "vacat ioning" about 
i t . There was probably re la t ive ly li t t le seasonal 
work in and around Oswego for the f a r m e r s tended 
to general farming which requ i red fewer hands the 
year round, r a the r than many hands during peak t imes 
as was the ca re in special ized ag r i cu l t u r e . F o r ex­
ample , 1900 marked the zenith for total number of 
cat t le , dai ry cows, h o r s e s , hogs , and sheep in 
Oswego County. Thereaf te r , the number of catt le 
and dairy cows slipped substant ial ly from the peak 
but r ema in significant even today in the county 's 
ag r i cu l tu re . The number of h o r s e s , hogs , and sheep 
have declined to the point where such l ivestock has lost 
its significance now. Chicken farming has r emained 
impor tan t throughout the y e a r s . F ru i t fa rming, pa r ­
t icular ly apple and to a l e s s e r extent, pear production, 
has fallen off considerably from the once r ichly p r o ­
ductive e r a c i r ca 1900. Maple sugar (in pounds, not 
gallons) has just about d i sappeared . More and m o r e 
f a r m e r s since 1900 have turned their attention to 
t ruck products , especia l ly beans , let tuce and onions. 
The la t ter two, immense ly important products today, 
a re produced on Oswego's famous muck lands which 
were hardly touched by 1910. As a m a t t e r of fact, 
the r iches of muck in this a r e a were just being uncov­
ered in neighboring Ontario County by a group of 
Dutch i m m i g r a n t s . The s to r i e s of the fantastic profits 
(one f a rmer repor ted ly made $8, 000. 00 from eleven 
ac r e s of lettuce in 1908) undoubtedly s t i r r e d f a r m e r s 
to turn their attention to the muck in this a r ea or sel l 
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off their muck lands . Many chose to do the l a t t e r . 
Income from the sale of this land proved to be a wind­
fall to the upland f a r m e r s who had li t t le need or 
des i r e to c lear the swampy, clut tered lowlands and 
who saw in the demand for such land an opportunity 
to dispose of ac reage here tofore considered of l i t t le 
value. Accordingly, they sold off their muck lands 
to those who were willing to do the back-break ing 
work of c lear ing the land manually in p repara t ion 
for fa rming. " 

The points to be made a r e that from 1900 on m o r e 
and more seasonal worke r s were in demand in the 
Oswego a r e a and the immigran t s supplied a d i s p r o ­
port ionate sha re of them. Native Amer icans felt 
their women were above doing field work. Conse­
quently, when a D r . Henry L. E isner of Syracuse 
employed two women to pick dandelion roots from his 
lawn he a t t rac ted widespread attention. It soon be­
came known that German women were hir ing out 
daily as farm l a b o r e r s in the Syracuse a r e a . Inves­
tigations locally showed that while Oswego women had 
not been engaged on lawn work in the city, many wo­
men were seen picking s t r a w b e r r i e s and peas , and 
hoeing potatoes in the surrounding a r e a . (Ber r i e s 
were then and st i l l a r e a valuable asse t to the econ­
omy of Oswego County. ) Women had begun to invade 
a t radi t ional men ' s work a r e a . They were making 
$. 75 to $ 1 . 00 a day usual ly, and, in b e r r y season 
as much as $1 . 25 a day at the ra te of $. 02 a quar t . 
Most of the l abo re r s in the Oswego a r e a were German 
though some came from "good old New England stock. " 
Wages for common l a b o r e r s at that t ime ranged from 
$1 . 25 to $1 . 50 a day for a ten hour day. ^4 j r a r m e r s 

were delighted with the female help since they felt 
the fa i rer sex more re l i ab le , less t roub lesome, and 
not as demanding in wages as their male coun t e rpa r t s . 
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Local r e p o r t e r s also discovered that a grower of fine 
s t r a w b e r r i e s had begun the prac t ice of import ing 
Italian famil ies from e lsewhere in New York to help 
with the ha rves t of his f rui t . By 1905 the Italian 
population of Oswego had increased to the point where 
the demand for such seasonal help could be met often 
by making a r r angemen t s with Italian l eade r s like 
Rosar io D'Angelo, John Lapetino, and o t h e r s . 

The need for agr i cul tural worke r s was pa r t i cu la r ly 
felt when the Oswego P r e s e r v i n g Company opened up 
operat ions in 1901. The f i r s t cont rac ts made 'with 
local f a r m e r s called for a supply of beans and peas . 
Over the next decade the company es tabl ished a r epu­
tation for quality fruit and vegetable p r e s e r v e s . In 
addition to s t imulat ing special izat ion in ag r i cu l tu re , 
the canning operat ions c rea ted jobs for near ly 200 
factory o p e r a t i v e s . ^ ° 

By 1909 the Italians in Oswego, following a trend 
that was developing throughout the s ta te , began to 
show a m o r e than pass ing in te res t in the new d i r e c ­
tions that agr icu l tu re was taking. Never ones to go 
in much for genera l farming in the United S ta tes , 
these peasants from Italy now exhibited a keen 
in te res t in the special ized and newly emerging t ruck 
and muck opera t ions . Their init ial movements into 
those fields locally were commented upon by the 
editor of one of Oswego's pape r s : 

The Italians in Oswego. . .have stopped 
herding together and have become individual 
p roper ty owners . They have their t ruck 
gardens in connection with their dwellings 
where the soil is sufficiently fer t i le and r a i s e 
enough potatoes and other vegetables for 
thei r r e spec t ive fami l ies . 
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The Ital ian f a r m e r has not yet developed 
in this sect ion. . . althoughthe tendency is to 
get into the open and fa r ther away from the 
crowded c e n t e r s . 
In brief, the t ransformat ion of Oswego, had taken 

place by 1910. The city had changed its face. The 
economic lifeline -was once predominant ly the r i v e r 
front. The re , f lourishing flour mi l l s and grain e l e ­
vators had stood majes t i ca l ly . The re , f i r s t sai l ing 
vesse l s and then s t eamsh ips ca r r i ed the sal t , l umber , 
grain , and r a i l road i ron that passed daily through 
the port of Oswego. Now, on the eve of World War I, 
Oswegonians 'were finding employment m o r e and m o r e 
away from the water f ront . The number of manufac­
t u r e r s was st i l l i nc reas ing s teadi ly and devouring 
all the l abo re r s that became available r e g a r d l e s s of 
national or igin. Over 5000 hands were employed in 
twenty-two of Oswego's leading manufacturing com­
panies . (See Table A). Pe rhaps the key to under ­
standing this change l ies in the observat ion made by 
one unidentified fo rmer Oswegonian -who was vis i t ing 
his b i r thplace in 1905 : 2 8 

F r o m my observat ions in the past I con­
cluded that the moneyed men of the town did 
not want the city to grow. . . the prominent 
ment seem different today. 
Into this "different" Oswego came the I ta l ians . 

They too were considered "different" than the common 
l abo re r s they succeeded. It is to their s tory that we 
now tu rn . 
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The Ear ly I tal ians 
The p resen t Italian population in Oswego can be 

t raced to 1874 when Antonio Russo came to Oswego to 
work at his t rade as a b a r b e r . He brought with him 
his wife, Rosal ia , and their th ree chi ldren: Joseph (17), 
Rosal ia (14), and Sarah (11), all born in Italy. There 
were only a handful of Italians living in Oswego at that 
t ime and Russo apparent ly had l i t t le t rouble in finding 
acceptance in the community. Upon his death, he was 
cha rac t e r i zed in an obituary a r t i c l e , as a p leasant , 
social gentleman who labored at his t rade for seventeen 
years in the same shop at the Doolittle House, one of 
Oswego's more popular hotels located on the si te of the 
presen t Pontrac Hotel . u' 

Two of the Russo chi ldren, Joseph and Sarah , 
found even quicker acceptance and s u c c e s s . At f i r s t 
Joseph followed in his fa ther ' s footsteps as a ba rbe r , 
but his ambit ions went beyond that . He was a con­
tributing m e m b e r of the Oswego Business Men's 
Associa t ion which was at tempting to a t t r ac t manufac­
turing in t e r e s t s to Oswego and emerged as one of the 
f i r s t i n t e r p r e t e r s for the vanguard of Italians who 
appeared in Oswego in the ea r ly 1890 's . No doubt 
in both capaci t ies he served as a model for would be 
i n t e r p r e t e r s and l eade r s of the future I tal ian commun­
ity. One of his ea r ly cases involved that of complaints 
brought in 1893 by the Lapetino and Gargano Saloon 
against an employee, William B a r r y . Russo was 
brought in to in t e rp re t because the Italian saloon 
owners had difficulty with Engl ish . (It should be 
noted that this is the same John Lapetino who was to 
become i n t e r p r e t e r and leader ex t r ao rd ina ry of the 
Italian community. Nothing else is known of Gargano. ) : 

Soon after this case Russo removed to Syracuse where 
he became acquainted with Thomas Marne l l , a man 
destined to become the outstanding leader of the 
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Italians in Centra l New York, and other l e a d e r s , such 
as James Lanzet ta , publisher in the ear ly 1900's of 
Risveglio Coloniale, an Italian weekly of that city. 

Marnel l and Russo provided that m o s t impor tan t 
links between the Italian communit ies of Syracuse and 
Oswego. Syracuse , the older of the two Italian com­
muni t ies , was the source of some of Oswego's f i r s t 
I tal ians like J a m e s Sereno and Joseph Cosentino, to 
name only two of the m o r e important ea r ly n a m e s . ->* 

Marne l l ' s i n t e r e s t in Oswego s temmed from his 
act ivi t ies as a padrone . Anxious to expand his bus i ­
ness of providing all kinds of se rv ices for his coun­
t rymen he was quick to perce ive that Oswego's 'water­
ways provided a na tura l link to Syracuse and that the 
r a i l roads were an even m o r e effective m a n - m a d e t i e . 
It is not su rp r i s ing then that he was frequently located 
in Oswego with his r a i l road work gangs, or sea rch ing 
out l a b o r e r s for jobs e l s ewhere . He was often found 
in Oswego's cour ts serv ing as an advisor and i n t e r ­
p re t e r for I tal ians involved in legal difficulties. His 
works were known to have set t led some ser ious p e r ­
sonal and family squabbles which took place with d i s ­
gusting regulari ty among his countrymen. Such was 
his influence. It is inconceivable that Oswego's s t r e a m 
of immigran t s was not fed init ially by Marne l l ' s 'well-
spr ing of Italian l a b o r e r s . -'^ (This theme will be brought 
out throughout this p a p e r . ) By 1900 the City Di rec to ry 
had a l ibe ra l sprinkling of Italian n a m e s : Coradino, 
Damico, DdAngelo, DeSantis , Lapetino, Marsha l l , Russo , 
Sal ise , Sereno, and many o t h e r s . Some would e m e r g e 
as the leading Italian famil ies over the decades . Many 
descendants of these ear ly s e t t l e r s a r e with us today. 
In some c a s e s , the ea r ly immigran t s themse lves a r e 
s t i l l r e spec ted and active m e m b e r s of our communi ty . 
Others of these ea r ly names have just faded away. That 
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was the fate of Russo , but not before it gained st i l l 
m o r e h o n o r s . While Joseph Russo moved on to 
Syracuse and provided some link between the I ta l­
ians of that city and the growing immigran t population 
of Oswego, his s i s t e r Sarah r ema ined behind to 
achieve dist inction unsurpassed by any other Oswe-
gonian of Italian extract ion to date . 

Sarah Russo had establ ished a reputat ion in Oswego 
as an organis t in 1894 at the age of twenty. Over the 
y e a r s , she se rved three pa r i shes in Oswego in that 
capaci ty: St. P e t e r ' s , St. M a r y ' s and St. Joseph ' s in 
that o r d e r . While at St. P e t e r ' s , her per formance at 
a concer t in Syracuse in 1894 led to an a t t rac t ive offer 
to s e rve as organis t for St. Joseph ' s German Church 
in that city which Miss Russo accepted . In Syracuse , 
Miss Russo demons t ra ted her talent as a composer of 
Church mus ic and enhanced her reputa t ion as an or­
ganis t . An i tem in the Syracuse Evening News d e s c r i b ­
ed her as an accomplished organis t "to whose r a r e 
mus ica l talent , genius and unt ir ing efforts a r e due mainly 
the high standing and excellency of the mus ic at St. J o ­
seph ' s Church. . . " " 

Sarah Russo was also a gifted t eache r . Through the 
years she taught voice, piano, and mandolin and p r e ­
sented her students in year ly r ec i t a l s usual ly at F i t z -
hugh Hall , descr ibed as a modern thea t re on a smal l 
s ca l e . One of her pupils , Rosar io M. D'Angelo (no 
re la t ion) , subsequently reached the heights of opera 
as a s t a r at the Metropol i tan. 

By 1900 Miss Russo had re tu rned to Oswego where 
she took over the organis t duties at St. M a r y ' s and 
proceeded to exhibit s t i l l other worthy ta len t s , those 
of acting and d i rec t ing . She turned out annual talent 
shows which were always -well r ece ived . Occasional ly 
she would produce a benefit for St. M a r y ' s at the Ri ­
chardson Thea t r e . She, hereself , was often called on 
as a featured pe r fo rmer at formal affairs in the city. 
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To c i t e j u s t o n e , s h e s t a r r e d in a m u s i c a l p r o g r a m 
w h i c h f o r m a l l y o p e n e d the K n i g h t s of C o l u m b u s r o o m s 
in O s w e g o in 1907 and p r o v e d to be (a long w i th h e r h u s ­
band for s h e 'was now m a r r i e d ) the only one of I t a l i a n 
e x t r a c t i o n l i s t e d a m o n g a l a r g e n u m b e r of h o n o r e d 
g u e s t s . A m o n g h e r t h e a t r i c a l p r o d u c t i o n s , p r o b a b l y 
h e r m o s t s u c c e s s f u l w a s " T r a i l by J u r y " by G i l b e r t 
and S u l l i v a n , a t w h i c h s t a n d i n g r o o m c r o w d s pa id 
r o u s i n g t r i b u t e s to the s i n g i n g , a c t i n g and d i r e c t i n g 
a b i l i t i e s of M i s s R u s s o . " 

In M a y , 1 901 S a r a h R u s s o m a r r i e d R o s a r i o D ' A n g e l o , 
h e r f i r s t c o u s i n who had b e e n b o a r d i n g w i t h t h e R u s s o 
f a m i l y and w h o h a d f a i l e d a s m a n a g e r of the O n t a r i o 
Hand L a u n d r y . T o g e t h e r t h e y took in b o a r d e r s , r a n a 
g r o c e r y s t o r e , s t e a m s h i p a g e n c y , " b a n k " , a n d , in 
g e n e r a l , p r o v i d e d the m a n y s e r v i c e s w h i c h I t a l i a n 
i m m i g r a n t s c a m e to e x p e c t f r o m t h e i r l e a d e r s t h r o u g h ­
out the Un i t ed S t a t e s . In 1912, t h e y m o v e d to S y r a c u s e 
w h e r e t hey e x p e c t e d to find b e t t e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s to e x ­
pand t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s . Soon d i s a p p o i n t e d t h e r e , t hey 

r e t u r n e d to O s w e g o and r e m a i n e d un t i l 1 9 2 3 . T h e n 
t hey m o v e d s o u t h to l i ve out t h e i r y e a r s in l e i s u r e . 
In h e r l a t e r y e a r s S a r a h R u s s o D ' A n g e l o d i r e c t e d the 

37 c h o i r of St . J o s e p h ' s I t a l i a n C h u r c h . 
M r s . D ' A n g e l o h a s b e e n c h a r a c t e r i z e d by s o m e 

o l d - t i m e I t a l i a n s as a beau t i fu l l ady (he r p h o t o g r a p h 
a t t e s t s to t h a t ) , w e l l - e d u c a t e d , i n t e l l i g e n t , the b r a i n s 
and d r i v i n g f o r c e b e h i n d h e r h u s b a n d . M a n y g r a c i o u s 
l a d i e s of d i v e r s e e t h n i c o r i g i n s h a v e r e c a l l e d for t h i s 
•wri ter w i th fond m e m o r i e s the c h a r m and g r a c e of 
tha t de l igh t fu l w o m a n who once t a u g h t t h e m at S t . M a r y ' s . 
Tha t t h i s i s no l a t e p r a i s e for a g r a c i o u s I t a l i a n i m m i ­
g r a n t l a d y i s s e e n in the fac t t ha t w h e n the H o s p i t a l 
B o a r d gave a r e c e p t i o n for the w o r k e r s of the fund r a i s ­
ing d r i v e in 1910, s h e w a s l i s t e d a rnong the p a t r o n e s s e s 
who i n c l u d e d M r s . J o h n M i c h a l s k i , M r s . C l a r k M o r r i ­
son , M r s . John T . M o t t , M r s . H e n r y P o s t , e t c . 3 ^ 
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A good many of those people who were so quick to honor 
M r s . D'Angelo were just as quick to d i smi s s her h u s ­
band as an in ter loper in the Russo family. We can not 
d i smiss him so quickly however . 

Rosa r io D'Angelo f i r s t appears in Oswego in 1893 
as an opera tor of a laundry on West Second S t ree t . 
Unable to make a go of it , he repor ted ly left town after 
a mys te r ious f ire des t royed his shop. 39 Lit t le e lse 
is known of this ta l l , untutored Italian (his ora l faci l -
ily in English and Italian was adequate but his wr i t ten 
abil i t ies left something to be des i red) until he begins 
to emerge as a leader of his people in 1900. At that 
t ime he attended a meet ing at Gokey's complete -with 
enter ta inment sponsored by the Democra t s to keep 
Italians informed on the i s sues of democracy . 0 This 
was a euphemist ic way of announcing the beginning of 
an Italian Democra t Club. The Democra t s apparent ly 
had l i t t le success in convincing D'Angelo to join their 
cause for long because three yea r s la ter he appeared 
as a featured speaker at an Italian Republican Club 
ra l ly along with F r a n c i s D. Culkin, 8th Ward l e ade r . 
Culkin, it was noted, having not yet m a s t e r e d Ital ian, 
was the only one who addres sed the group in Engl ish . 
Most of the I tal ians did not unders tand a word he said 
but, apprecia t ive of the copious draughts of beer being 
fed them, they applauded him on s ignal . Mindful of the 
e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g number of Italian l a b o r e r s coming and 
set t l ing in Oswego, the Republicans w e r e making an 
obvious play for vo tes . D'Angelo -was acting as a go-
between and secur ing q u a r t e r s for many of the newcom­
e r s in the Gambrinus Hotel -which -was eventually turned 
over to the I ta l ians . This insured that the new worke r s 
not only had lodging, but also that they could keep th'eir 
own ki tchens . It was felt that mos t of these Italians 
would become m e m b e r s of the Republican P a r t y . 
D'Angelo had been ins t rumenta l in forming and became 
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pres ident of the Chr is topher Columbus Society in 1903, 
an Italian benevolent associa t ion which served also as an 
unofficial wing of the local Republican P a r t y . ^2 L a t e r , 
he emerged as an i n t e r p r e t e r at the Taldeboni t r i a l in 

43 which F r a n c i s D. Culkin se rved as defense a t torney. 
The pair of Culkin and D'Angelo was a common sight 
to the Italians of Oswego and worked together to i n su re 
the poli t ical "Amer ican iza t ion" of the newcomers from 
Italy. Culkin cultivated the I ta l ians . He f la t tered them 
and made them proud and welcome by publicly announcing 
" there a r e no more law abiding people in the country 
than those from sunny Italy. " 4 4 This was no smal l 
p r a i s e , coming at a t ime when Black Hand headlines 
were common and when many st i l l r e m e m b e r e d the 
conviction of Taldeboni for mans laugh te r . D'Angelo 
insured that Culkin's efforts were not in vain by leading 
Italians to the County C le rk ' s Office for their final na t ­
ura l iza t ion p a p e r s . 

Pol i t ical d igni tar ies from the s ta te and national level 
and nearby Syracuse , Amer i cans and I ta l ians , attended 
occasional ly the local Italian r a l l i e s les t the immigran t s 
feel they were taken for granted. Usually the visi t ing 
bosses s t r e s s e d the national and statewide achievements 
of the Republicans and urged the voting of a s t ra ight 
ticket to avoid making mis takes in trying to split the 
t icket . The r e su l t s were gratifying. The Republican 
leadersh ip was highly pleased -with D'Angelo 's work and 
with the loyalty that Italians showed to the P a r t y . In 
1907 D'Angelo's name (the f i r s t Italian so honored) 
appeared on a l is t of appointments for Oswego County 
and City for Notary Publ ics and his name was p romin­
ently rumored for the post of F i r e Marsha l l in Novem­
ber of that y e a r . ' This was the height of his poli t ical 
c a r e e r and influence with I ta l ians . Until this t ime he 
was considered in complete control of the affairs of the 
Italians in the City, but now another ambitious Ital ian was 
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beginning to make himself hea rd , John Lapet ino. Within 
a yea r , Lapetino had gained the ascendency and before 
long he would extend his influence and power beyond that 
exe rc i sed by D'Angelo. But -what of D'Angelo? Over 
the yea r s Rosa r io D'Angelo had per formed many s e r ­
vices for his countrymen. He got his people 
housing and jobs . He a r ranged for agr icu l tu ra l 
worke r s in the b e r r y picking season . His import ing 
s to re provided his countrymen (and Americans as 'well) 
with Italian foodstuffs and doubled as an office for his 
s t eamsh ip agency which facil i tated t ranspor ta t ion to 
and from the old country. His se rv ices as an i n t e r p r e t ­
er and notary public were all the m o r e valuable in those 
ear ly yea r s when there were few Ital ians able to engage 
in those ac t iv i t i es . His s e rv i ces proved invaluable to 
his adopted countrymen a l so . He helped provide the 
l abo re r s so sore ly needed in Oswego and smoothed the 
t rans i t ion p roces s from Italian to A m e r i c a n . He 
worked hard to "Amer i can ize" the Italians not only 
polit ically as has been shown, but also in many other 
ways . He preached non-violence before that word became 
a modern shibboleth. He counseled the Italians to avoid 
ca r ry ing concealed weapons and place their protect ion 
in the law. Deploring the many outbreaks of "unintention­
a l " t rouble , he urged Italians in the mi l l s and factor ies 
to pay no heed to the annoyances to which they were 
daily subjected but to work hard to remove the prejud­
ice against them. With his wife, Sarah , he formed a 
team from whom many Italian immigants drew s t rength 
and courage to work hard for success in the new -world. 
The at ta inment of that success -was due in par t to the 
l eade r s of the Italian community, people like the 
D'Angelo' s, who bridged the gap between the immigran t 
and native and paved the way for rapid ass imi la t ion over 
the y e a r s . 
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Table A: Lis t of Leading Plants and Number of 
Hands in Each 

New York Centra l Shops 675 
Ontario Knitting Company 600 
Diamond Match Company 425 
F . Conde Knitting Company 400 
National S ta rch Company 400 
Minetto Shade Cloth Company 400 
Ames Iron Works 350 
Standard Spinning Company 325 
Standard Oil Box F a c t o r y 250 
Railway Spring Company 175 
Oswego Tool Company 165 
Oil Well Supply Company 152 
Kingsford Machine Company 150 
Oswego Candy Company 150 
Oswego Knitting Company 125 
Maize Produc ts Company 105 
Oswego Machine Works Not Repor ted 
Fi tzgibbons Boiler Company 90 
Mohawk Manufacturing Company 75 
Oswego Boiler and Engine Company 60 
Oswego Shade Cloth Company Not Repor ted 
Nottingham Knitting Company 35 
D. L. & W. Shops 22 
O. & W. Shops 19 

Source : Oswego Daily Pa l lad ium, F e b r u a r y 23, 1907. p . 4. 
The number of hands was supplied by the m a n a g e r s 
of the companies . 
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SANDY CREEK FAIR 

From the Horse and Buggy Days 
to the Jet Age. 

Complied by 

Miss Alice L. Carnrite 
8634 U. S. Route 11 

Sandy Creek, New York 

The Sandy Creek F a i r was organized in 1858, when 
Sandy Creek itself was only 33 yea r s old. This was less 
than 60 yea r s after the death of the r e v e r e d Washington, 
during the adminis t ra t ion of the democra t i c p res iden t , 
J ames Buchanan; -while the 32 s ta tes of the Union were 
mil l ing over the disputed quest ion of s l ave ry , standing 
divided 15 for s lavery and 17 against ; in the year follow­
ing the Dred Scott decision which so fired the minds of 
an t i - s l ave ry proponents and threatened disunion of the 
s t a t e s ; in the year of the famous Lincoln-Douglas d e ­
ba tes , and r ight in the mids t of the grea t bus iness de ­
p re s s ion of 1857 when bank fa i lures were everywhere 
in the country, when ra i lways could not pay their deb ts , 
when manufac tu re r s were daily being ruined because 
of over -product ion of suppl ies , and the country was in 
a s ta te of t u rmoi l . This was the t ime when the sma l l 
town of Sandy Creek called a meet ing to organize an 
agr icu l tu ra l socie ty . 

The following appeared under General Regulat ions 
in their or iginal fo rm: "Members of the Society and 
all who become such by the payment of one dollar to 
the t r e a s u r e r will be provided with badges which will 
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admit the m e m b e r , the ladies of his family and sons 
under 21 y e a r s of age to the exhibition at all t imes 
during its continuance. Single t ickets of admiss ion , 
10 cen t s . " 

The f i r s t officers elected w e r e : Oren R. E a r l , 
p res ident ; Horace Sc r ip tu re , v ice -p res iden t ; E . H. 
Sargent , s e c r e t a r y ; VV. W. Alton, a s s i s t an t s e c r e t a r y ; 
P . M. Newton, t r e a s u r e r ; M. A. Pruyn , genera l supe r ­
intendent of fair and grounds . The D i r e c t o r s w e r e : 
B. G. Robbins , A. S. Warne r , P . H. P o w e r s , 
F r e e m a n Davis , N. P . Gurley, Abraham Pruyn , 
W. M a r k s , J . A. Clark, Samuel Sc r ip tu re , John 
Davis , W. T. Tifi't, W. C. Weayer , Lorenzo 
Sal i sbury , Morgan L. Wood and M. A. P ruyn . 

During the f i r s t few yea r s cash awards were 
given for f i r s t and second p r i z e s , and diplomas 
were given for third p laces . 

The fa i r s have been continuously held on the 
p resen t site which l ease was donated by Oren R. 
E a r l , "who served the Associa t ion as p res iden t at 
i r r e g u l a r in te rva ls for 20 y e a r s . The grounds were 
then heavily wooded and many a c r e s sma l l e r than 
at p r e sen t . 

At the f i r s t meet ing sma l l e r a r t i c l e s were d i s ­
played on tables under the t r e e s , and the poultry 
was displayed nearby in coops set on p lanks . The 
only building was a 20 by 25 foot ba rn used for a 
ha l l . The animals were tied to fences and led out 
into a c l ea red off c i r c l e for showing. F a i r s for 
15 yea r s w e r e held for only two days and always 
in Sep tember . There was always a quest ion about 
whether to close school - - they usual ly did one day. 
Undoubtedly, this la te r date is the r ea son for the 
saying, "Sandy Creek F a i r is o v e r - - i t ' s t ime to 
bank the house for win te r . " 
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P a t r i o t i s m was demons t ra ted during the f i r s t 
year by the ra i s ing of a flag pole. 

The f i r s t hall built on the grounds was called 
the "Hall of Indust ry . " $200 was appropr ia ted for 
i ts building. 

The f i r s t r epo r t mentioned as being made to 
the State Agr icu l tu ra l Society was on July 1, 1861, 
the f i r s t year of the Civil War . This showed a fak 
balance from the previous year of $78 and the total 
balance to have been $271.94 . 

At the third fair a balloon ascension was the 
chief a t t rac t ion . 

Repor t s of the 9th fair mentioned an annual 
address in the afternoon of the second day del ivered 
by Alber tus P e r r y , E s q . , of Oswego. 

That our ea r ly s e t t l e r s had t emperance tenden­
cies is shown by the motion made and c a r r i e d at the 
annual meet ing of 1867, when it authorized and 
empowered the Board of Managers to let the stands 
on the fair ground with the express unders tanding 
that no spir i tuous, mal t l iquor or lager beer be 
sold there in during fair days . 

The 1871 fair t r e a s u r e r ' s r epo r t showed $350 
was paid H. D. Squares bal loonist . 

The fair of 1872 left a deficit of $313. 95, which 
was the f i r s t deficit in the h i s tory of the fa i r . 

During the second 15 yea r s a tendency to printed 
adver t i s ing was in evidence. Annual r epo r t s were 
printed in the Sandy Creek News. One financial r e ­
port shows the s a l a ry of the s e c r e t a r y , D . E . A i n s -
worth , to be paid by the amount collected by h im for 
adver t i sements in the annual p remium book. 

The f i r s t th ree -day fair was held in 1873. 
A. Wart offered a pr ize of $20 for any ho r se in 

attendance during the F a i r of 1874 which should t ro t 
the t rack of the Society in 2:30. 
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The grounds were enlarged in 1875 with the 
purchase of a 10-rod s t r i p of land extending a c r o s s 
the r e a r of the original grounds, f rom M r . Wilder 
for $400. 

In 1877 the boundaries of the Society -were so 
changed as to include all of E l l i sburg , L o r r a i n e , Red-
field, Albion, Will iamstown and P a r i s h ; Henderson 
being added in 1879. 

A careful study of the p remium list for the 22nd 
annual fair shows a few pr izes of $10 offered, some 
$3 and $5 awards and many ranging from $3 down to 
50£. Many judges examined the e n t r i e s . Most depa r t ­
ments had at leas t th ree judges . It is in te res t ing to 
note that women didn't have equal r ights in many rses 
r e s p e c t s - - t h e baked goods and fancy work -were judged 
by a panel of six judges . F o r ins tance , the baking 
judges were l i s ted : "Henry H. F in s t e r and Lady, 
Orwell ; P . M. Corse and Lady, Lacona; O. H. Balch 
and Lady, Mannsvi l le . 

The p remium l is t offered competi t ion for cat t le , 
including c l a s se s for g rades , sheep, swine, oxen, 
s t e e r s , but ter , factory cheese , honey, frui t , f lowers , 
painting, baking, canned fruit , fancy a r t i c l e s , em­
bro ide ry , knitt ing, vegetables , grain, ho r se drawn 
vehic les , f a rm implemen t s , best clothes wr inge r , 
best pork b a r r e l , butter tub, cheese box, flour b a r r e l , 
best trunk and va l i s e . 

At the annual meet ing in 1880 petit ions numerous ly 
signed were p resen ted asking the Board to el iminate 
all gambling, i m m o r a l shows and ho r se rac ing from 
the fair to be held the following yea r . These were 
rece ived and placed on file, but the Board scheduled 
and held two r a c e s on each of two days . 

A resolut ion was adopted in 1881 to s ecu re 80 or 
m o r e life m e m b e r s h i p s at a cost of $10 each, the p ro ­
ceeds of which w e r e to be applied on the building of a 
new hal l . After much d iscuss ion the hall was e rec ted 
in 1885 and was known as the F l o r a l Hal l . 
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A dancing platform a t t r ac ted the crowds in 1885. 
One couple from Boylston, who were well along in 
y e a r s , w e r e said to have spent the whole day dancing, 
and mi s sed hard ly a se t . Bicycle r a c e s were also 
a fea ture . 

Excurs ion r a t e s were given on the r a i l r oads 
to at tendants at the fa i r . 

The f i r s t baby show was held on the grounds in 
1887. 

Overshadowing all events to date was the t r ip le 
wedding scheduled for 1887. However, only two cou­
ples responded: Wm. DeLapp and Miss Amelia Chap­
man; F r a n k P o r t e r and Miss Alice P r e s l e y . P receded 
by Oren R. E a r l , pres ident and Rev. R. F . Main, 
pas tor of the Baptist Church, the couples entered the 
band stand, decora ted with baskets of f lowers , a f loral 
ho r se shoe and a f loral bel l . Both couples were r e c i p ­
ients of e labora te gifts, rece iv ing a chamber set f rom 
E. L . Nye and Son; a par lo r stove from C.W. Colony; 
a copper boi ler from C. D. Rounds; 1/2 ton of coal 
from Wm. J. Stevens, and 1/2 ton of coal from 
J. Lyman Bulkley; also a sack of flour from the 
Lacona Custom Mills and numerous other gifts. 

The fair me t with disappointment in 1888 - -
the parachute pe r fo rmer did not a r r i v e ; and 
Whitewood, a bay stal l ion known for his speed, died 
in Carthage the day before his scheduled appearance 
at the Sandy Creek F a i r . 

A new grandstand was const ructed in 1889 to 
rep lace the old one. 

P r e m i u m l is ts were given advance publicity 
in 1890 when they appeared in the local paper in 
ins ta l lmen t s , r a the r than in books as at p r e sen t . 

People attending the fair in 1890 were highly 
in te res ted in an exhibition of burning na tu ra l g a s - -
and a demonst ra t ion of a phonograph. 
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The year 1892 showed a s t rong fair under the lead­
e r sh ip of John R, Allen, p res iden t , Udelle Bar t le t t , 
Sec r e t a ry ; and L. J . Jones , t r e a s u r e r . The next 
fair brought an unusual a t t rac t ion in the T u s c a r o r a 
Indian Silver Cornet Band composed of 22 sons of 
the fores t who were a t t i red in all the pa rapherna l i a of 
their f o r e - f a the r s , and an Indian Glee Club (both male 
and female voices) , as well as games of l a c r o s s e , 
and r a c e s , which thr i l led the s p e c t a t o r s . 

Never in the h i s tory of the Sandy Creek F a i r to 
date had the re been so many en t r ies by s eve ra l hun­
dreds as in 1894. F a k e r s were numerous too, with 
quest ionable games and dev ices . Sheriff Sel leck came 
over from Oswego and it was said that on the l as t day 
not a quest ionable feature was on the ground. 

In 3 895 the 48th Separate Company of the U . S . 
Army from Oswego enter ta ined the fair g o e r s . 

In 1897 the old dining hal l was made over into a 
poultry hal l and a new dining hall buil t . This is the 
hal l which was l a te r used as the Li t t le Country T h e a t r e . 

The next year the old a g r i c u l t u r a l hal l was moved 
a c r o s s the t rac t and fitted up for a ba rn . Leman Bald­
win was the low bidder for the const ruct ion of a new 
agr i cu l tu ra l hall - - $275. He also rece ived the contract 
to build a new hor t i cu l tu ra l hal l at a f igure of $421. In 
1899 A. C. Skinkle was the low bidder for construct ion 
of swine sheds . 

The f i r s t four-day fair was held in 1900, when r a c e 
p u r s e s were i nc rea sed , and $1 , 100 was paid for special 
a t t r ac t ions , one of which was C. A. Benjamin, manage r 
of Syracuse Locomobile Co. , who was on the ground 
every day with a h o r s e l e s s c a r r i a g e . 

The judges ' stand was e rec ted in 1901, and that 
year the crowd su rpas sed any before on the ground 
and the total r ece ip t s exceeded $4, 300. 

The Golden Anniversa ry was observed in 1907 when 
the officers w e r e P e t e r C. Hydorn, p res iden t ; H. L . 
Wal lace , Sec re t a ry ; and John J . Baldwin, T r e a s u r e r . 
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The second day of the fair in 1909 was outstanding 
for the coming of Gov. Char les E . Hughes which had 
been hera lded for weeks . He a r r i ved by t ra in accom­
panied by Luther W. Mott, Sheriff Chas . W. Taft, 
Udelle Bar t le t t , T. C. Sweet, John S. P a r s o n s , D. P . 
Morehouse and other d igni tar ies from Oswego; Sena­
tor George H. Cobb, Harold Johnson and o thers from 
Watertown. He was introduced by H. L . Wal lace . 
800 or m o r e r a i l road t ickets were sold on Governor ' s 
Day - - m o r e than had ever been sold for the F a i r . 
Special t ra ins from and to Pu lask i and Adams Center 
were run through the day. 

The F a i r of 1910 was wr i t ten up as the "Fa i r of 
F a i r s " - - "Fa i r wea ther , fair faces , fair a t t rac t ions 
and fair r a c e s . " 

In 1911 the Baptist Society builts i ts new home­
made ice c r e a m pavilion which was constantly crowded. 
W. F . Corse had the honor to be the f i rs t to be se rved 
at the new stand. L . C. Snyder ' s marve lous exhibit of 
na tura l curios was f i r s t seen on the grounds at that 
t ime . 

Company D, 3rd Regiment New York State National 
Guard camped on the grounds throughout the 1912 F a i r 
and gave daily p a r a d e s , d r i l l s and exhibi t ions. 

The f i r s t delegates elected to attend the State 
Associa t ion of F a i r s at Albany were C. W. Colony 
and B. D. Jones in 1913. 

The year of 1913 was one of conse rva t i sm, with 
competi t ion for p r emiums in all c l a s se s r e s t r i c t e d , 
the r a ce p r o g r a m l imi ted , some p r e m i u m s reduced 
from 25 to 50%, and some s t r i cken out. The a t t r a c ­
tions keeping -with the finacial policy were good but 
not so extensive as in other y e a r s . This conse rva t i sm 
was ca r r i ed out by the courage of George H. Acke rman 
who was pres ident in 1913 and 1914. It l e ssened the 
expenditures by more than $700 and left the Society 
ent i re ly out of debt . 
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In 1915 ji tney buses r an to and from Watertown, 
bringing people for $1 roundtr ip; and back and forth 
from Pulask i for 25£. M r s . F . H. Lamon of Wate r -
town spoke convincingly for the woman suffrage cause . 

By the 60th ann ive r sa ry in 1917, few c a r r i a g e s 
were in evidence, while 30 yea r s previous it would 
have been possible to find many a hay r ack and he re 
and there a rope h a r n e s s . Going back to the f i rs t 
fair one -would have seen s c a r c e l y anything but lumber 
wagons, while many, many more walked. 

During World War I Amer i can Red Cross ac t iv i ­
t ies were on exhibit, and there was a Red Cross auction 
sale to which everyone was asked to contr ibute , and 
which was successful ly held under the management 
of Dr . E. G. R o g e r s . Everyone was so busy with 
other l ines of endeavor during the war yea r s that 
the fair seemed m o r e like an old home week when 
people came together to confer, to sympathize and 
to vis i t . T. H. E lmer exhibited a new feature - -
t ax ide rmy. 

Exhibi tors enjoyed the convenience of new stock 
sheds in 1919, and a new poultry hall was e rec ted in 
1920. A capacity crowd of 926 filled the grandstand, 
with many m o r e turned away. Miss El izabeth Hoag 
(now M r s . Sidney B. Gordon of Pulaski) won the f i r s t 
Oswego County spell ing contest to be held on the Sandy 
Creek F a i r grounds . 

In 1921 the sole surviving F a i r Associa t ion in 
Oswego County held the only fair between Syracuse and 
Watertown; Rome and Oswego. (Fa i r s were also held in 
Fulton and Oswego, but this is being confined to a brief 
h i s to ry of Sandy Creek F a i r . ) M r s . Anna Bar t le t t , 
the f i r s t -woman to se rve in the capacity, was elected 
a d i r ec to r . A new depar tment of the fair this year 
was the junior project for boys and gir ls of Oswego 
County. 

120 



The Domest ic Hall was e rec ted in 1922, and the 
f i r s t County Junior Stock Judging Contest was s taged. 

When Dr . L. F . Hollis was pres iden t in 1923, a 
Welfare Tent was maintained for f i r s t aid and baby 
c l in ics . A new catt le building -was built to a c c o m m o ­
date 100 head. 

The Betts exhibition building which was la te r 
known as the F l o r a l Hall was built in 1924. The Li t t le 
Country Theat re made its appearance the next y e a r . 

Among the fea tures of the fa i r s of the 30's when 
Wilbur Wilcox se rved as pres ident w e r e : the rough 
r iding team from Troop D of the State Po l ice , who 
exhibited dar ing ho r semansh ip in thei r spec tacular 
rodeo; a "barnyard golf" tournament with ho r se shoes 
flying back and forth at all t imes ; and baby shows under 
the di rect ion of Miss Lucy Vincent, R . N . , the Os'wego 
County health n u r s e . In 1933 there were 90 h o r s e s 
taking par t in the r a ce p rog ram - - the l a rges t number 
up to that t ime . 

George C o r s e , in his words , "did the f a i r " in 
i ts 75th year ; and wro te up a few things he thought 
•were in teres t ing or amusing . The column appeared 
in the Sandy Creek News under the heading "Rambling 
'Round the F a i r , " under the pen name B .A .Loney 
(which could have been in te rpre ted to read "Baloney". ) 
The column soon appeared as a weekly feature called 
"As I See It, " which continued for more than 25 y e a r s . 
At fair t ime at l eas t a portion of the column was su re 
to tell of Aunt Mindy getting her p r e s e r v e s ready for 
the fair , and Uncle Jubal sneaking off to see the g i r l ie 
shows, or something about the fa i r . 

About 300 chi ldren par t ic ipated in a parade at 
the '34 fair , with nea r ly a dozen floats and comedy 
features entered by the Skippy Club of Oswego and the 
South-west Os'wego Club. 
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Attendance reached a new r e c o r d m a r k in 1935 
with an aggregate for the four days es t imated at over 
30, 000 - - with a crowd of about 4, 000 wi tness ing an 
evening of CCC Silver Glove Championship Boxing. 
That same year Long's Chocolate Works ball team of 
Oswego defeated the Gould Taxi P l aye r s of the same 
city. 

In 1938, under the l eadersh ip of Capt. Hugh B a r ­
clay, "Old Sandy" was extended for the f i r s t t ime to 
include Saturday. This 81st F a i r was r eco rded as 
"biggest and bes t of a l l . " Additional land was acquired 
from Paul Woodard for a 2, 000 car parking lot and a 
4-H cattle barn was built . 

The p remiums were paid "on - the - spo t " before the 
end of the fa i r . 

The Grange r ' s Hornpipe proved popular - Mr . and 
M r s . Ar thur Colvin furnishing the mus ic for the square 
dance competi t ion. 

Another outstanding a t t rac t ion of this fair was the 
Amer i can Legion drum and bugle contest , which for 
color and s ize had never been equalled in Oswego County. 
Six junior and three senior corps competed and after 
taking par t as individual units formed a m a s s e d unit 
and paraded the field. I can well r e m e m b e r this 
colorful event - - as I stood pulling at my Mothe r ' s 
side ! 

The Sandy Creek F a i r rece ived nat ion-wide at ten­
tion when a preview of the official opening was broad­
cast over the National F a r m and Home Hour in a net­
work p rogram in 1939. The pr incipal speaker on the 
p rog ram was State Commiss ioner of Agr icu l tu re 
Holton V. Noyes. Capt. Hugh Barc lay , fair p res iden t , 
made brief r e m a r k s of welcome and E z r a Wi l l iams , a 
local octogenarian who had attended 75 of the 82 f a i r s , 
•was also in terviewed on the network p r o g r a m . One of 
the outstanding fea tures of the 1939 fair was Dr . B. 
Sproul ' s Esk imo and Indian Vil lage. 
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Rev. He rbe r t H a r r i s o n , in 1940, founded the 
unique Oswego County F a i r Church Serv ice , which 
was held for many yea r s on the Sunday evening of fair 
•week in front of the grandstand. 

Thomas E . Dewey, then leading contender for the 
Republican gubernator ia l nomination and figure of 
nat ion-wide impor tan t , spoke to a crowd of about 4, 000 
attending the 1942 event. The same year Miss Betty 
Groves (now M r s . Ralph Ludgren of Pulaski) was 
chosen Miss Oswego County in a beauty contes t . 

The opening day of the 1944 fair was designated 
Ed Gould Day in honor of the 77th bir thday of M r . Gould 
•who se rved as super intendent of the grounds for m o r e 
than 30 y e a r s . He was presen ted with a bir thday cake 
sent from New York City by M r s . Hugh Barclay of 
Pulask i ; and the fair officials gave him a war bond and 
a life m e m b e r s h i p in the F a i r Assoc ia t ion . 

Victory was ce lebra ted in 1945 when all five days 
were dedicated to the m e m b e r s of the A r m e d F o r c e s 
with Army Day, Navy Day, Mar ine Day, Air Corps 
Day and Coast Guard and Merchants Mar ine Day. A 
hi lar ious "Womanless Wedding" was staged by the 
Sandy Creek Grange with an all male cas t . 

About 15,000 people thronged the grounds on 
Wednesday of the 1946 day, when Gov. Dewey again 
visi ted the vai r ; and Congres sman Hadwen C. Fu l l e r 
invited the World War II Veterans and their famil ies 
to attend as his gues t s . 

Mr . and M r s . John C. Birdlebough and the Phoenix 
Junior Garden Club were act ive par t ic ipants in the 
F l o r a l Depar tment for many y e a r s . 

Outstanding a t t rac t ions of m o r e recen t yea r s were 
top flight 'wrestling c a r d s ; in ternat ional ly known Hell 
Dr ive r t roups ; Mar tha Carson and the "Grand Ole Opry" 
s t a r s from Nashvil le , Tenn. 
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I 

Centennial F a i r 
The Centennial Fa i r rece ived much advance p ro ­

motion as the male res idents of the a r ea in mid-Apr i l 
s ta r ted growing b e a r d s , mous taches , and s ideburns . 

The beard judging brought forth 33 be-whiskered 
individuals , s eve ra l in suits of bygone y e a r s , seated 
on the stage for the inspection of the judges . The 
judges included b a r b e r s from Adams and Watertown. 

Leland Stevens was the grand winner , receiving 

$25 for the best looking full beard grown since 
Apri l 15. He also rece ived a $15 p r ize for the best 
looking black beard and a trophy for having the mos t 
dist inguished looking beard . 

Gleason Sperl ing rece ived the $15 pr ize for the best 
looking gray beard; and $15 for the best looking full 
bea rd , any color mixed with gray . 

Edward Killam and Robert Soule each rece ived 
$15 p r izes for best looking brown and bes t looking red 
beards r e spec t ive ly . 

Robert Dickinson had a $10 pr ize for the youngest 
man with the longest beard; while Wallace Readon r e ­
ceived $10 for being the oldest man with the longest 
bea rd . 

Strat ton Killam rece ived $10 for the best Abe 
Lincoln type beard and Ralph Smith the same amount 
for the best goatee. 

F o r the best Van Dyke $10 p r i ze , the winner was 
F r e d Killam; with Char les Wilcox rece iv ing the $10 
award for the best handlebar mous tache . 

The trophy for the mos t comic looking beard went 
to Ralph Smith. The pr ize of $10 was awarded to 
Wallace Readon for the best looking full beard grown 
before Apr i l 1 5. 

Rev. E . Kendall Scouten, then of Sandy Creek 
Methodist Church, performed the wedding at the 
Centennial F a i r - - Miss Alice P a l m e r and Robert 
Green being m a r r i e d in a double-r ing ce remony . Their 
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identity was a carefully guarded s ec re t pr ior to the 
ce remony. 

An antique auto show also passed before the grand­
stand. 

M r . and M r s . Allen Osborne , Fulton, R 2, r e c e i v ­
ed the award for having been m a r r i e d the longest , their 
m a r r i a g e having occur red in 1891. They also placed 
second by having the l a rges t number of living chi ldren, 
8; and second for l a rges t number of living grandchi ldren , 
33. The Osbornes , with 68 g rea t -g randch i ld ren , were 
easy winners in that ca tegory . 

Mr . and M r s . Milton Stewart of Sandy Creek placed 
f i r s t for the g rea tes t number of living chi ldren, 13; also 
f i rs t for the g rea tes t number of living grandchi ldren, 41 ; 
and were in third place for g rea tes t number of g rea t ­
grandchi ldren, 17. 

Mr . and M r s . Walter Brown shared the spotlight 
among the Golden Wedding Couples . They were the focus 
of attention in their cos tumes of y e s t e r y e a r - - b o t h a r e 
st i l l living and r e s ide in Mannsvi l le . 

Laur i e Susan and Karen Mar ie Wil l iams, daughters 
of Mr . and M r s . Harvey Will iams won f i r s t p r ize in the 
Baby Show under the heading "Floats entered for beauty. " 

Through the cour tesy of M r s . Douglas Holyoke, a 
quilt was displayed which had been shown at the f i r s t 
fair h e r e , also at the 25th, 50th and 75th f a i r s . 

Col. Theodore P r e s l e y made the n e c e s s a r y a r r a n g e ­
ments to obtain the 138th F ighter Squadron of Air National 
Guard form Syracuse for a jet f ly-over , as well as a 
display of jet moto r s and other modern developments of 
jet aviation. 

Ideal weather was enjoyed during the Centennial 
F a i r in 1957 and attendance r e c o r d s were made for 
r ecen t y e a r s . Paid attendance totalled 11, 502 for the 
5 days and nights . Total a t tendance, of cour se , actually 
r a n far in excess of paid admiss ion with f i remen and 
m e m b e r s of bands admitted f r ee . 
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Mexico Band's Sharon Lee Conrad was crowned 
Centennial F a i r Queen, receiving $150 and her sponsor 
$75. Miss Carol Glenister of New Haven and Miss Mary 
McQueen, Oswego, were in second and third place. 

Wilbur W. Wilcox, 91 year old past fair pres ident 
(1930-37) attended, taking par t in the F i r e m e n ' s P a r a d e , 
r iding in the Lacona fire t ruck. He 'was the oldest active 
f i reman in New York State at that t ime- -hav ing been a 
member of Lacona Volunteer F i r e Depar tment for 66 
y e a r s and chief on s e v e r a l occas ions . 

The Sandy Creek F a i r , one of only 46 fa i r s in 
operat ion in New York State, observed a r e d - l e t t e r day 
with the burning of its l a s t note of indebtedness at the 
1964 annual meet ing , becoming debt- f ree for the f i r s t 
t ime in 20 y e a r s . 

The Youth Depar tment has been a keystone of the 
Sendy Creek F a i r in recen t y e a r s . The p ro jec t s , -work 
and activi t ies of junior exhibi tors a r e displayed effec­
tively in two youth buildings and the cattle b a r n s , 
creat ing a good impres s ion of the youth of our a r e a . 
The Junior Depar tment has grown through the yea r s 
with $5, 000 offered in pr izes for the Junior F a i r las t 
year for competi t ion of 4-H and FFA exhib i to rs . A 
po le -ba rn was built in 1959 - much of the work done by 
4-H and FFA m e m b e r s , l eade r s and i n s t r u c t o r s . 

Anna Jones Bar t le t t , who died in Sep tember , 1963, 
was an able h i s to r i an and had a r e m a r k a b l e m e m o r y , 
a t remendous pride in her community, and a keen 
in t e re s t in our fa i r . She held the exceptional r eco rd 
of attending 90 Sandy Creek F a i r s , never miss ing one 
until the las t s u m m e r of her l ife. 

She reca l led the ho r se r a c e s , the bands playing 
between the different events; the man all d r e s s e d up 
and wear ing a high silk hat , sell ing whips; when the 
m e r r y - g o - r o u n d only cost a nickel and the f e r r i s wheel 
a dime; and people bringing picnic dinners to -what used 
to be THE BIG EVENT OF THE YEAR. 
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Paul Woodard was actively in te res ted in the fa i r , 
and as pres ident had given it a lmost yea r - a round a t ten­
tion. He was elected pres ident in 1940 and se rved 
continuously in the office until 1957, and was again elected 
to the office in 1961, serv ing in that capacity until his 
death in the fall of 1966. In tr ibute to h im, a Paul Wood­
a rd Day was observed at the 1967 fa i r . 

Over the yea r s many people have contributed much 
to the Sandy Creek F a i r - we 'would especial ly mention 
life m e m b e r s - Car l Bur r i t t , who has se rved s eve ra l 
yea r s as pres ident and was cha i rman of the Centennial 
P r o g r a m ; William J. Po t t e r , who has se rved many yea r s 
in various capac i t i es , including d i r ec to r , s e c r e t a r y and 
cur ren t ly is vice presidents M r s . Marion B. He r r i ck , 
who served many yea r s as entry c le rk , a lso s e c r e t a r y a 
few y e a r s . 

Much credi t should be given the many faithful, 
ha rd-work ing off icers , superintendents and their 
a s s i s t an t s - as well as the exhib i tors . 

Now that the Sandy Creek F a i r has gotten well 
into its second century - what has it mean t? 

Competition - everything from the f a r m e r ' s best 
pig, ta l les t corn , and finest fruit and grain to Jun io r ' s 
calf, and Susie ' s 4-H d re s s and the style review -
Oh yes , and Grandma 's best canned fruit , p r e s e r v e s , 
and pickles - oh, and her finest needlework, too! 

Yes, and the f a r m e r s always t r ied to have their 
threshing done so they could give their h i red man a 
day off at the fair too; and Ma, she t r ied to have the 
f i r s t b lackber ry pie of the season , for that pinic basket 
in the back of the wagon. 

And what fair would be complete without the smal l 
fry - and what child would be happy without cotton 
candy, taffy, peanuts , candy apples , and popcorn -
Oh yes , and a balloon, with r ides on the m e r r y - g o -
round and the f e r r i s wheel and la te r the t i l t - a -wh i r l 
and many m o r e . 
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And the Sandy Creek F a i r has brought to town 
many var ied types of en ter ta inment through the y e a r s -
everything from dog acts to elephants and a zebra ; 
balloon ascens ions , parachute jumps , a jet fly-by; 
ho r se pulling contes ts , spelling bees , ho r se r a c e s , 
milking contes t s , t r ac to r pulling con tes t s , cattle 
showing; dancing fol l ies , p a r a d e s , home talent , 
style shows, ae r ia l ac t s , ho r se shows, auto r a c e s , 
rodeos , square dances , thr i l l shows, and of cou r se , 
f i reworks ! 

In closing may I urge you to support , compete 
and attend the Oswego County F a i r , be t te r known as 
Sandy Creek F a i r , P re s iden t Paul Goodnough and his 
fine, hard-work ing officers have many plans for the 
future. This y e a r ' s fair dates a re August 6-10. 

CREDITS 

Much of this m a t e r i a l was gathered and co r re l a t ed 
at the t ime of the 75th Ann ive r sa ry by M r s . Mildred G. 
P r a t t , one of the char te r m e m b e r s of Rhadamant 
Chapter D . A . R . She was a s s i s t ed by M r s . Merc ia 
Graham. 

Much apprecia t ion is also due the Sandy Creek 
News, which was used as an invaluable r e f e r e n c e . 
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THE OLD PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

OF OSWEGO 

(Read by Mrs. Homan F. Hallock 
before Oswego Historical Society 

April 30, 1937) 

Whoever d reamed that Oswego could boast of having 
had in her career , at leas t nineteen pr ivate schools ! 

Having been brought up on tales of Old Oswego, and 
having spent a la rge par t of my life h e r e , I felt that I 
knew much about her pas t . Digging far back into the 
y e a r s , however , in s ea r ch of the following information, 
has shown me how lit t le I knew about Oswego's pas t , 
especial ly about her schools , and it has been mos t 
in te res t ing . The l is ts of pupils who attended these 
schools a r e especial ly in te res t ing to m e , as they 
r e p r e s e n t the Old Oswego which our mothe r s and grand­
mother s knew, but I shal l not r ead them, as to a l a rge 
number of p resen t day Oswegonians they would be names 
only. I have incomplete l i s ts 'with m e , however , for 
anyone who may be in t e re s t ed . The l i s t s a r e s imply 
the names of other pupils reca l l ed by the fr iends who 
have been able to tell me about the schools - all of 
whom have been pupils at some of them. 

FEMALE SEMINARY 

It is of specia l i n t e re s t to me that the f i r s t pr ivate 
school on r e c o r d in Oswego was es tabl ished by my 
grandmother and her family. The Mis se s Mary and 
Louise Braman came here from Bramansv i l l e , N. Y. , 
with their pa r en t s , Dr . and M r s . Dana Braman in the 
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spr ing of 1845, and opened their school on May Day, 
in a la rge building on West Seneca S t ree t between 
Sixth and Seventh S t r e e t s . The building had fo rmer ly 
been the United States Hotel, and la ter was to become 
the f i rs t home of the State Normal School. The homes 
of Miss Margue r i t e Henderson, M r s . Mary Magie and 
John Weiner now occupy the s i t e . 

It was a boarding and day school for g i r l s known as 
the F e m a l e Seminary , and had eighty-eight pupils the 
f i r s t yea r . Dr . and M r s . Braman took ca r e of the 
boarding pupils . The Misses Braman w e r e the p r inc i ­
pa l s . It would seem as though the cu r r i cu lum of this 
ea r ly school was m o r e complete - cer ta in ly m o r e com­
plicated, than mos t of the schools which followed i t . 
The catalogue gives it as follows: 

F i r s t Year - - Reading, or thography, wr i t ing , 
a r i thmet i c , geography, g r a m m a r , United States h i s to ry . 

Second Year - - Geography-completed, na tura l phi­
losophy, chemis t ry , un iversa l h i s to ry , botany, Latin 
or F r e n c h , Wayland's m o r a l sc ience , m u s i c . 

Third Year ~- Latin or F r e n c h continued, r h e t o r i c , 
geometry , as t ronomy, geography of the heavens , geology. 

Four th Year - - Latin or F r e n c h completed, a lgebra , 
logic, intel lectual philosophy, Kame ' s e lements of 
c r i t i c i s m . 

Weekly exe rc i s e in composit ion through the c o u r s e . 
The whole p rog ram aimed at the highest cul ture 

possible for young f ema les . 
Among the pupils l is ted were Miss Elvenah Seeley, 

whom many of us r e m e m b e r with deep affection. The 
Misses Condit, daughters of the Rev. Dr . R . W . Condit, 
whole ear ly min i s t ry in the Old F i r s t P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church won him a place of honor and es t eem in the 
hea r t s of all who knew him; Miss L a u r a Newkirk, who 
la te r brought up our e s t eemed ci t izen, Wil lard Straight; 
Miss Angelica F o r t , an aunt of Miss Kitty Casey; Miss 
Anna R. P a r d e e , who la te r became M r s . J a m e s Lyons , 
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and mother of M r s . Kar l Kellogg, and El izabeth Hal l i -
gan, grandmother of Miss L a u r a Bonner and M r s . 
Dick Glynn. 

The catalogue desc r ibes the school as follows: 
"The Seminary is the spacious building fo rmer ly 

known as the United States Hotel . It is commodious in 
all its a r r a n g e m e n t s , and well adapted to its p r e sen t -
p u r p o s e s . Its location is one of pecul iar beauty, c o m ­
manding a fine view of the vil lage, r i v e r and lake . It 
is pa r t i cu la r ly des i red that young ladies from abroad 
should r e s ide in the Seminary . Such -will be under the 
immedia te ca re of the p r inc ipa l s . And while pa r t i cu­
la r hours a r e appropr ia ted to study, such i n t e r cou r se 
with society -will be secu red , a s , -without interfer ing 
with their s tudies , will promote that ref inement of 
manne r s and re l ig ious improvement , without which 
no young lady 's education can be comple te . The lodging 
rooms a r e well furnished and occupied by two pupils 
each. There is provis ion made for having a f i re in 
r o o m s , for all those who a r e willing to incur the ex t ra 
expense for fuel; but as the young ladies have a par lo r 
appropr ia ted to t hemse lves , and study in the r e c i t a ­
tion room, it is p r e sumed but few will des i r e i t . " 

The catalogue s ta tes that the school -was designed 
to be a permanent inst i tut ion, but family r e c o r d s show 
that both s i s t e r s were m a r r i e d to prominent Oswego 
men within three yea r s - one becoming M r s . Will iam 
H. Wheeler , the other , M r s . Theodore Irwin. These 
t'wo were in the group who a few yea r s l a te r es tabl ished 
the Old Lad i e s ' Home. 

A pr ivate school was kept between 1848-1852 by 
Miss Mary A.Stone in the old court house which stood 
in the Eas t P a r k . When the p resen t Court House was 
built on the same s i te , the old building -was purchased 
by the Church of the Evangel is t and moved a c r o s s the 
road next to the church to be used as a Sunday School. 
It is par t of the p resen t p a r i s h house . 
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M r s . D. H. Couch, mother of Bi rdsa l l Couch, 
was a pupil in this school. In 1852 Miss Stone m a r ­
r ied Silas Davis , the father of two of her pupils , and 
the school was discontinued. 

A smal l pr ivate school was kept by Miss Kinney 
in her own house on Eas t Fifth St ree t near Cayuga 
about the yea r s 1855-1865. Her work was mos t ly 
with young chi ldren. 

The second private school on r e c o r d was known as 
Miss Cooper ' s (Matilda S. ) school, and was located 
in the basement of the old Pitkins house, on the site 
of the Swits Conde Mansion. A . C . Hal l ' s home now 
occupies that c o r n e r . (West Fifth at Seneca St. ) 

The basement was not of the modern type, but a 
dark damp ce l la r , and Miss Kitty Casey, who is now 
92 yea r s old, wonders how she survived the ten yea r s 
she attended the school, from 1850 to 1860. 

Miss Cooper was an I r i sh lady of high education^ 
for that t i m e . She came he re from Cork, and was a 
devout m e m b e r of the Church of England, She had a 
s t rong English accent which he r pupils all acquired . 
Miss Casey r eca l l s being e m b a r r a s s e d in a spell ing 
match by spelling C-O-T instead of C - A - U - G - H - T . 

When Miss Casey was ready to attend the high 
school, which stood opposite the park on West Third 
S t ree t , it burned to the ground, and for the next two 
yea r s the high school was held in Mansard Hall on 
West F i r s t Street near the City Savings Bank - so 
named because it 'was the f i r s t building in Oswego to 
have a Mansard roof. The new academy was e rec ted 
during that t ime on the same si te on West Third St. 
About this t ime Miss Cooper gave up he r school and 
went to live with the Mur ray family as a gove rness . 
They were a prominent family of wealth living where 
Brinnington now stands on the West River Road, the 
s u m m e r home of M r . and M r s . Leonard Johnson 
(just nor th of the Country Club Golf Course). 
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Pupils - Hayden P a r d e e , whose father built the 
home on Montcalm recen t ly occupied by the Rober t 
Downey family, and now belonging to Daniel A. Wil­
l i ams at Lake & W. 6th; J im Wright , an uncle of 
Charl ie Wright, Kitty Casey. 

Contemporary with Miss Cooper ' s school were two 
p r i m a r y schools , one on ei ther side of the r i v e r . 

M r s . Thadeus C la rk ' s p r i m a r y school was held 
in a house on W. Cayuga S t ree t , where the ye l low 
apar tment house now s tands , opposite to West P a r k . 
Miss Casey also told me about this school, and said 
that the chi ldren learned especia l ly about the bones 
of the body. 

M r s . Edwin C la rk ' s p r i m a r y school was held in 
her home on Eas t 7th and Mohawk S t r e e t s . This l i t t le 
school s eems to have been a forerunner of the k inder ­
gar ten . The chi ldren marched with f lags , and lea rned 
to count with toys . M r s . Clark was the mother of 
F r e d Clark , whom many of you r e m e m b e r . I bel ieve • 
he was a cha r t e r m e m b e r of the His to r ica l Society. 
Miss Cooper ' s school closed in 1862. 

About 1865 Miss Bennett opened the Young Lad­
ies Finishing School in a l i t t le house s t i l l standing 
on the nor thwest corner of West Second and Oneida 
S t r e e t s . Miss Bennett was a tal l , dark, dignified 
woman, and a w a r m friend of Miss Seeley. It was 
l a rge ly through Miss Bennett ' s influence that 
Remenyi (Roumania), the ce lebra ted Hungarian vio­
l inis t , visi ted Oswego - - a red le t t e r day for the 
city. He visited at the Ba r ry home on West Third 
Street beyond Utica. M r . Ba r ry owned the Pa l l a ­
dium newspaper and was a prominent c i t izen. His 
daughter Alice was encouraged by Remenyi in her 
d ramat ic asp i ra t ions and went to New York to 
study, but died just before her appearance on the 
s t a te . Her b ro ther , Stephen, achieved some p r o m ­
inence on the s t age . 
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Miss Bennett la te r moved her school to a gray 
frame house on West Second St ree t , where the Bond 
house s t i l l s tands , occupied now by M r s . Enches . 
Among her pupils w e r e : 

Miss Lizz ie Gordon, who was one of the 
youngest pupi ls . 

Miss Fanny P a r d e e , a young s i s t e r of 
Hayden, who attended Miss Cooper ' s school , 
and an aunt of M r s . Kellogg. 

Miss Kitty Kenyon, who lived in the house 
now occupied by Dr . Wal lace . 

The Misses Malcolm, who lived on the 
corner of West Seventh and Cayuga S t r e e t s . 
Their mother was a niece of M r s . Alexander 
Hamil ton, and a granddaughter of General 
Phil ip Schuyler , and was brought up by M r s . 
Hamil ton. She spent much t ime in the White 
House. 

Miss Louise Wheeler , l a te r M r s . Car r ing ton 
Macfar land, and a daughter of Miss Mary Braman 
who es tabl i shed the F e m a l e Seminary . 

The Mis se s Mary and Louise H e r r i c k , whose 
father owned the Continental elevator and the c a r -
shops . This school disbanded about 1872. 

That s a m e year - - 1 8 7 2 - - M r s . E m e r s o n R. 
Hamilton opened her pr iva te school for g i r l s . Mr . and 
M r s . Hamilton had both taught in the Academy. They 
lived in a red b r ick house di rec t ly a c r o s s the s t r e e t 
from the P r e s b y t e r i a n church house on West Sixth St, 
M r s . Hamilton r e t i r e d from the Academy and opened 
he r school on the south side of her home . She had 
about thir ty pupi ls . Some of them w e r e : 

C a r r i e He r r i ck , now M r s . W. D. Wheeler 
(Mother of M r s . Homan Hallock) 

Virginia Kingsford, daughter of Thomson 
Kingsford of c o r n s t a r c h renown, 
l a te r M r s . John D. Higgins 

Satie Fai l ing , now M r s . Allan Poucher 
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Cora Holbrook, l a t e r M r s . David Page , 
mother of Alanson P a g e . 

Mary Clark, who lived on West Fifth St. , 
where the Sa isse l in family now l ives . 

Nellie Sloan, daughter of George B. Sloan 
and la te r M r s . Danenhower. 

Belle Goble, now M r s . Henry Pos t . 
The Misses Dooli t t le , whose father e s t a ­

blished the Old Doolittle House . 
H a r r i e t t e Jenkins , belong to a prominent 

E a s t side family. 
Anna Malcolm, who came he re from 

Miss Bennett ' s school . 
Isabel Silvey, now M r s . Richard P i e z . 
Ida King - Kate O'Keefe - now M r s . P . J . 

Doyle. 
Julia Penfield, who la ter became M r s . 

Har t . 
Louise Rowe, s i s t e r of the la te r Louis 

Rowe. 
Lottie DeWitt. 
Fanny A m e s , whose father built the home 

now occupied by M r s . Riggs . She 
became M r s . Dewing. 

Addie P a r m a l e e , who became M r s . F r e d 
Johnson. 

Younger pupi ls : F lo rence Thompson, 
Helen Sloan, now M r s . J ames M e r r i -
man , and Jane & Kate Stebbins. 

Mr . Hamilton r e t i r e d from the academy the same 
year , 1872, and opened a pr ivate school for boys at 
St. J ames Hall, on the west side of West F i r s t S t ree t 
between Bridge and Oneida S t ree t . In 1875 he bought 
and rebui l t the house a c r o s s the s t r e e t from his home 
and moved his boys to the f i r s t floor of that building. 
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It was called a mi l i t a ry school . The boys wore uniforms 
and were well p repa red for col lege. There 'were about 
twenty-five boys in the school each y e a r . 

Some of them w e r e : 
Thomas P . Kingsford, John D. Higgins, Elliott Mott, 

Sr . , Rob Sloan, Theodore and Dudley Irwin, William D. 
Wheeler (father of M r s . Homan Hallock), Dave Page , 
J im and Charl ie Wendell, Donald S. Gordon, F r a n k M. 
Gordon, Ralph Shepherd (brother of C. Sidney), D. H. 
Judson, Charl ie Judson, Will P a r d e e , Tom Her r i ck , 
Alan Ames , Edward Cullinan, H a r r y P e r r y , F r e d John­
son ,Horace Shedd, John MacSweeney, M. D. Bond, 
Alfred H. A m e s , George Salladin. 

M r s . Hamilton moved her older pupils to the second 
floor of the new building, forming a high school or finish­
ing c l a s s . The younger gi r ls were left on the west side 
of the s t r e e t in the red br ick house , under the supe rv i s ­
ion of M r s . Mcl l roy . M r s . Mcl l roy , an aunt of Alanson 
Page , la ter joined the faculty of the State Normal School 
and was pr incipal of the p r i m a r y depar tment of the p r a c ­
tice school for many y e a r s . 

There were about twenty g i r l s in the high school 
depar tment of M r s . Hamil ton 's school . M r s . Hami l ­
ton was a s s i s t ed in her teaching by Miss Durval , who 
taught F r e n c h , and by Miss Gilbert . The ent i re 
school was known for many yea r s as Hamilton Inst i tu te . 

Miss Pease School, 1870-1890 

Miss P e a s e had been a governess in the Page family. 
Thus Mr . Page was much in te res ted in her school and 
remodel led the house fo rmer ly occupied by Miss Bennett ' s 
school to mee t her needs . The whole lower floor -was 
opened into one la rge room, with a door at each end. 
The chi ldren used the back door and were taught a p roper 
r e s p e c t for the front door, which was for adults only. 
The school of about twenty-five pupils was ungraded. 
Each pupil took his or her own table and chai r , and Miss 
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C a r r i e Mill ison and the Lyons g i r l s , who had r e a l de sks , 
we re the envy of the school . The ground where St. J o ­
seph 's Church now stands was the playground for the 
school , and ran to the postoffice building. 

F o r s eve ra l yea r s Miss P e a s e taught alone, but 
la te r M r s . Allen, Grace Al len 's mother , a s s i s t ed h e r . 
Miss P e a s e ' s hobby was English h i s tory , and she had 
made a card game like the game of Authors , which -was 
played daily. On each card was the name of a king, the 
date of his reign,and the name of his queen, and the 
events of his re ign . The r e s u l t was that these pupils 
knew English h i s to ry from A to Z - - and have never fo r ­
gotten i t . The cu r r i cu lum also included a r i thmet i c , 
reading and geography. About 1880 Miss Mary La throp 
joined the faculty and taught English G r a m m a r and F r e n c h . 
I am indebted to M r s . Mary Johnson Dodd for mos t of this 
information. M r s . Kellogg a lso attended this school and 
r e m e m b e r s m o r e than anything e l se the picnics held on the 
school lawn. Miss F lo rence Thompson, who was also a 
pupil h e r e , r eca l l s how the whole school spent a l t e rna te 
Saturday afternoons at the homes of Miss Annie Lyons and 
Miss Lucy Litt lejohn, who lived in the la rge red b r ick 
house on Bronson St ree t , now owned by M r s . Char les 
Doyle. Both of these homes had beautiful conse rva to r i e s 
where the chi ldren observed plant life, and af terward 
gathered about the piano to sing - - and how they loved i t . 
Some of the pupils of this school were M r s . Dodd, M r s . 
Kellogg and her s i s t e r , Miss Anna Page and M r s . Leon­
ard Johnson, Miss Alice Ba r ry , Stephen Bar ry , Miss 
Kate Bundy, who became M r s . Dodd, and who always 
brought her l i t t le s i s t e r Tumpy to school with h e r . Tumpy 
was the pet and also the pest of the school; Miss F lo r ence 
Thompson, Miss Janie Poucher , Miss Ca r r i e Moll ison, 
Gus Murdock, Ha r ry Morton, who lived in Miss Eggles ton ' s 
house (now Dr . James Grant in I960) (Mrs . John E . Cull i-
nan); Laura and Tracy Lyon, Ned and Lan Kellogg, Joe 
Sloan, Lucy and Kate, Richardson, Mattie and Bess ie Scott 
of F o r t Ontario and El izabeth Macfar lane . 
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This school was con tempora ry with the Hamilton Ins t i ­
tute , and there was m o r e or l e s s good na tured r iva l ry 
between them. There was much wealth in Oswego at that 
t ime and plenty of support for both schools . 

Miss Anna Page has wr i t ten to me about the school 
as follows: 

"My father owned the land from the school to the 
postoffice wal l , which we used for a playground. He 
put up a stout picket fence to protect us from the 
public. The unpaved road on Second S t ree t was so 
heavy with thick mud after r a ins that consent was ob­
tained from the Common Council to have a walk of 
stone flag going a c r o s s in the middle of the block for 
the chi ldren. M r s . Allen, a daughter of Captain Dobbie 
on West Four th S t ree t , and mother of Grace Allen, was 
a s s i s t an t t eacher , and a g rea t favori te with the chi ldren . 
I r e m e m b e r 'well my English His tory , which was taught 
like the game of Authors . Every date had to be s u r e . 
United States His tory had scant at tention, as Miss P e a s e 
felt s trongly that English His tory came f i r s t . The 
chi ldren would just get their United States His tory through 
living in this country . No one every took m o r e pains to 
simplify l essons to the chi ldren. We lea rned our spell ing 
and reading from l e t t e r s mounted on paste board about an 
inch square and each child had a bountiful supply in a box 
on her tab le . Miss P e a s e had many t h e o r i e s . She did 
not believe in dri l l ing English g r a m m a r . This should be 
taught by e a r - - n o r did she advocate wr i t ing from a copy 
book. Each child should form his own handwri t ing. We 
used the old Sheldon R e a d e r s . Matt ie Scott, daughter 
of General Scott,who was stat ioned at the F o r t , a f terwards 
taught the chi ldren of the E m b a s s y in Washington and 
found these books mos t valuable. Miss P e a s e had an 
advanced c lass in English L i t e r a t u r e in the afternoon 
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at her room in the old Whitney house , on the corner of 
West Fifth and Schuyler S t r e e t s . The garden ran way 
down to Four th , and h e r e we read Shakespeare on lovely 
w a r m afternoons, with M r s . Straight of the Normal 
faculty. Miss P e a s e always put the best before u s . I can 
st i l l sme l l the l i lacs in that garden, and a r io t of other 
sweet things too - - and I find myself laughing over the 
many funny things which happened long ago. " 

The M r s . Straight of whom Miss Page w r i t e s , was 
Willard S t ra ight ' s mo the r . His parents both taught in 
the State Normal School. 

M r . Jack Downey tells me that he attended three dif­
ferent pr ivate schools in Oswego. The f i rs t was an 
Eas t side school on Eas t Second St ree t , near Mohawk. 
This school was run by Miss Cropsey and had about 20 
pupils , all Eas t S ide r s . M r . Downey attended the school 
from 1880 to 1886, and r e m e m b e r s M r s . Fai l ing and 
Will Minor being in his c l a s s , also Miss Anna Pos t , 
Bertha and F r e d Osterhout . At the same t ime Mr . 
Downey's older s i s t e r attended a school on Eas t Four th 
Street run by Miss B u r g e s s . There were about 25 
pupils in this school . 

Then about 1885 Miss Louise Rowe, whose name I 
found as a pupil at the Hamilton School, opened a pr ivate 
school in her home on Eas t Third S t ree t , between Albany 
and Utica S t r e e t s . She had 20 pupils , among them M r . 
Downey. All th ree of these schools were con tempora ry 
with Miss P e a s e ' s school and Hamilton Inst i tu te . P r iva t e 
schools seemed to be very much in vogue at that t i m e . 

About this same period there was a pr ivate s u m m e r 
school opened for one or m o r e seasons in the State 
Normal School building, known as the Silver School of 
Mus ic . I have not been able to gather any definite 
data on this school . 
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The Hamilton Insti tute must have closed before 1890, 
for from 1891 to 1896 a private, k indergar ten was held in 
this same building by Miss P a r m a l e e . Among the 
pupils were Alanson, Ethel and Olive Page , Thomson 
Kingsford, Elliott Mott, J r . , Kenneth and Katherine 
McMurr i ch (now M r s . Clark Mor r i son , J r . ) and Isabel 
Johnson (now M r s . Stanely E m e r i c k ) . 

In 1895 I attended a pr ivate k indergar ten held in the 
parsonage of the Congregational Church by a s i s t e r of 
M r s . Bacon. Dr . Bacon was then pas tor of that church. 
My only m e m o r y of the school was the lovely red c i rc le 
piainted on the floor, and my chagrin at being unable to 
thread a l a rge t apes t ry needle with wors t ed . 

Then comes the Oswego P r iva t e School, 1893, taught 
by the late Miss Luella Barnes and M r s . Louise Cra ig ie . 
This was held in the Malcolm House, on the co rne r of 
WestSeventhand Cayuga S t ree t . Madame Grossen taught 
F r e n c h and Miss Cynthia Beadle was also on the faculty. 
Alanson, Ethel and Olive Page , Ruth and Sloan Danen-
hower, Ethel and Donaldson Sloan, Ruth and Isabel John­
son (Mrs . Luther Mott and M r s . Stanley E m e r i c k ) , 
El izabeth and Carr ington Macfar lane , Kate and Ell iott 
Mott, J r . (Mrs . F r a n c i s Johnson) Katherine and Kenneth 
McMurr ich , Ned Lyon, Nannine Irwin, Virginia and 
Stanley E m e r i c k , Thomson Kingsford were the pupils . 
This school burned and then moved for a shor t t ime to 
Chr i s t Church Rectory . It was also held for a season in 
the McMurr ich house where Dr . Wallace now l ives . 
(S.W. co rne r W. Fifth and Seneca S t r e e t s . ) 

Following this Miss Lida Penfield had a sma l l pr ivate 
school in her home on the corner of West Bridge and 
Four th S t r e e t s , where Dr . Halsey now l ives . She had a 
c lass of l i t t le g i r l s in the afternoon. This was in 1903 
and 1904. 
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In the fall of 1912 I opened a pr ivate k indergar ten in 
the cas t l e . At that t ime the cas t le was being used as a 
s u m m e r home for Dr . Stebbins and his family of Roch­
e s t e r , and as a winter home by D r . Carr ington Macfar -
lane . I had my k indergar ten in the same room which the 
public k indergar ten now occupies on the site of The 
Medical Center facing Montcalm P a r k . The f i r s t year 
I had 16 pupils; the second 26. 

Then Mr . John D. Higgins, who was at the t ime p r e s i ­
dent of the Board of Education, asked me to open a public 
k indergar ten in the l i t t le brown schoolhouse on the co rne r 
of West Eighth and Schuyler S t r e e t s . The building was 
at that t ime very old, housing only the f i r s t and second 
g rades , with Miss Minnie Wallace as pr inc ipa l . The 
r e a r room was rebuil t to accommodate the k indergar ten 
and proved to be quite idea l . The city bought my equip­
ment and added to it enough m o r e to accommodate the 
fifty chi ldren we had t h e r e . 

A public k indergar ten had been opened a year or 
two ea r l i e r in the Oak Hill School, taught by a Miss 
Po t t e r . She was not a t ra ined kinder gar tner and the 
k indergar ten was m o r e of a connecting c l a s s . This 
makes me feel quite justified in stating that the k inder ­
gar ten in the li t t le old brown school house was the 
f i r s t regular public school k indergar ten in Oswego. 
This l i t t le school formed the nucleus of what is now 
the Cast le School. 
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