







































































the Elks Lodge rooms, The Elks Convention was in
Fulton that year and the big white elk was brought here
and displayed at the plaza. In 1915 we played the Elks
Convention in Troy and our band took first prize, The
Elks themselves were dressed in white and carried
white canes. The Fulton Lodge boasted having the
largest and the smallest Elk around this area, Mr.
Frank Judd weighing over 500 lbs. and Mr. Millard
Beardsley, who peddled ice from door to door for

Mr, Sam Sharp, weighing around 100 1bs. The band
still used the old uniforms when playing certain jobs
under the name of Citizens Band. In 1917 ten of us
played for the Arrowhead Mills Flag Raising Ceremony,
where Armstrong Cork Co. is today.

Another outstanding and different group was the
Fulton Symphony Orchestra conducted by ¥, Jess Newton,
We played three annual concerts in 1916-17-18 in the
Quirk Theater and a final concert on Monday evening,
January 26, 1920, There were 32 musicians, too many
to mention here. There was also a vocal quartet --
Mrs. Ross Wolever, Miss Ethel Rear, Miss Hazel
Thomas and Miss Ruth Allen. They sang ''Bridal
Chorus' by Cowen-Spicker. Harps were played by
Miss Osia Rumsey and Herman Randall.

In our schools today we have some very fine bands,
70-100 members, but years ago we had orchestras.
The first Fulton High School orchestra was in 1912,
Following are the eight original members: Leonard
Tice, cornet; Leigh Simpson, cornet; Russell Rogers,
trombone; Harold Reed, clarinet; Homer Smith,
flute; Fred Patrick, violin; Harold Caffrey, violin
and Lee McCaffrey, piano.

November 11, 1918 - a great day in the lives of
the people in Fulton. There would never be another
war. We celebrated in many ways that night, one
of which was a huge parade led by our Citizens Band.
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Arrangements are being made with other agencies
for the gradual placement of the children now at
the Home.

It is with no little regret that the Sisters will
discontinue their services at the Home for they

are mindful of and grateful for the many years of

fine relations with the priests and people of Oswego. "7

This announcement of the decision to discontinue
operation of the Home confirmed reports which had
gained circulation during the past year.

When the previous announcement of the closing of
St. Francis Home appeared in the daily Oswego papers,
expressions of regret as well as those of admiration
and appreciation of the Sisters' fifty-seven years of
devoted service to the children of St. Francis Home
were received by Sister M. Bernadette, Superior and
Superintendent of the Home, ''The following letter
expressed the sentiments, not only of the writer,
but of others who have voiced their appreciation of
St. Francis Home,

199 South Plymouth Avenue
Rochester 8, New York
October 5, 1952

Sister M. Bernadette, Supervisor

St. Francis Home

Oswego, New York

Dear Sister:

I read in the paper, some weeks back, about the
closing of St. Francis Home. I couldn’t believe
my eyes -- and I felt that it was my own home
that would no longer be in existence. It was the
only home I ever knew and the dear Sisters were
the only mother I ever had,
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