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D E D I C A T I O N 
Miss Grace E. Lynch 

Grace Lynch, a native of Fulton and a 1913 graduate 
of Oswego Normal School, taught bri l l iant ly in the Fulton 
school sys tem for many yea r s until her r e t i r e m e n t in 1959. 
Her se rv ice as a super ior t eacher was recognized in 1957 
when the State College at Oswego cited her for outstanding 
se rv ice to the children and schools of New York State . 

Her influence, however, by no means ended in the 
c l a s s r o o m . Wherever community se rv ice was requi red , 
Grace Lynch was t he r e . She was a War Bond speaker and 
sa les lady in both World W a r s , member of the Board of 
Di rec to r s of the Fulton Chapter of the Amer ican Red C r o s s , 
and its s e c r e t a r y , s e c r e t a r y of the War Camp Community 
Fund, which provided rec rea t ion rooms and equipment for 
t roops at F o r t Ontario and Camp Drum, a m e m b e r of the 
Salvation Army Auxil iary and a member of the Lee Memoria l 
Hospital Auxil iary. 

Grace Lynch actively supported the organizations of 
her church, The Immaculate Conception. She was a char te r 
member and Grand Regent of Court P e r e LeMoyne, Catholic 
Daughters of A m e r i c a . 

Profess ional ly , Miss Lynch helped organize the Fulton 
Teache r s ' Association and served many t e r m s as its p r e s i 
dent and as delegate to the House of Delegates of the New 
York State Teache r s ' Associat ion, She was elected to Delta 
Kappa Gamma, international honor society for women in 
education. 

Pape r s which she presented before the Oswego County 
His tor ica l Society and other groups were never dull, always 
c lever , always in t e r spe r sed with the wit and humor so char 
ac te r i s t i c of he r . It was a r ea l experience to be in her audi
ence on such an occasion. 

F o r her lifelong se rv ice to her community, to local 
h i s tory and to the Society, the Board of Managers dedicates 
this volume to Miss Grace E. Lynch. 
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ORWELL AS A HEALTH CENTER 

by Al ice B. C l a rk 

I. Oswego County T u b e r c u l o s i s Hospi ta l 

In 1911 a s t a t e law was enac ted r e q u i r i n g count ies of 60 ,000 
populat ion to build and ma in t a in a t u b e r c u l o s i s hosp i t a l . Because 
of i t s pure a i r and high t e r r a i n , Orwe l l was chosen for the s i te of 
the new h o s p i t a l . Work was begun in the s p r i n g of 1913. A 136 a c r e 
f a r m was p u r c h a s e d f rom George S. L o o m i s . The o r ig ina l f a r m 
house was built by Seymour D a v i s . It was one of the l a r g e s t and 
m o s t impos ing houses in the t ownsh ip . The f i r s t do l l a r that m y 
m o t h e r eve r e a r n e d was in th is house when she played the wedding 
m a r c h for the wedding of Mina L o o m i s . Dur ing the r e h e a r s a l , the 
b r i d e g r o o m would s l ide down the bann i s t e r and hold up the whole 
p r o c e s s i o n . 

The r e m o d e l l i n g for the hosp i t a l was done by C l a r e n c e Hi l ton. 
This was one of his f i r s t cons t ruc t i on j o b s . You probab ly r e a d in 
the paper about h im a yea r or two ago when he donated one-half 
mi l l ion d o l l a r s to S y r a c u s e Un ive r s i t y to be used for s c h o l a r s h i p s 
for boys and g i r l s f rom our sec t ion of the county. 

A double ve randa was added to the ma in building and an annex 
bui l t . An independent l ighting plant was ins ta l l ed ; a l so a s e w e r 
s y s t e m and h e a t i n g uni t . The f i r s t cost was about $30, 000. 
D r . M. J . T e r r y was in c h a r g e with D r . J . R. Allen the s u p e r i n 
tenden t . When the hosp i ta l opened i t had 22 beds , 3 n u r s e s , and a 
m a t r o n , M a r g a r e t Kavenaugh. The fee was ten d o l l a r s a week if 
the pat ient could afford i t , o t he rw i se it was f r e e . The grand opening 
was October 15, 1913, with five p a t i e n t s . One of the e a r l y pa t ien ts 
was Jane Gar lock f rom Oswego. Her husband, Sam, used to walk 
to Orwel l e v e r y Sunday to see h e r . She was t h e r e for four and a 
half y e a r s . 

The hospi ta l g radua l ly expanded, with the n u r s e s 1 home being 
buil t in 1921 and the ch i l d r ens pavil ion in 1925. Open p o r c h e s w e r e 
used for s leeping even in the co ldes t w e a t h e r . I know, for 1 was a 
pat ient t h e r e for t h r e e m o n t h s . R e m e m b e r , this was . in the days 
before e l e c t r i c b lankets ! 

Fol lowing the f i r s t World War , through an a g r e e m e n t with the 
g o v e r n m e n t , forty e x - s e r v i c e m e n w e r e t r e a t e d for which the county 
r ece ived four d o l l a r s a day. It was from these funds that the n u r s e s 
home was bui l t . 
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The f a r m had been gradua l ly r e f o r e s t e d , until it was covered 
with 35 ,000 Scotch p i n e s . 

In the c h i l d r e n ' s building a r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e made for a c c o m 
moda t ing t h i r t y ch i ld ren . A r e g u l a r t e a c h e r was employed . The 
d i s t r i c t r e ce ived s ta te aid in the s a m e p ropor t ion as o ther s c h o o l s . 
The ch i ld ren had a r e c r e a t i o n room and w e r e s u p e r v i s e d at all 
t i m e s . The i r m e a l s , s leeping h o u r s , and p lay t ime pe r iods w e r e 
planned so that they r e c e i v e d the g r e a t e s t benefi ts of the hospi ta l 
c a r e . M r s . Mabel Hilton f rom Orwel l taught t h e r e f rom 1930-33 . 
They had a ha l f -day of school and the r e s t of the t ime was spent in 
t r e a t m e n t , r e c r e a t i o n , and s l eep ing . Dur ing the t i m e she was t h e r e 
between t h i r t y and forty ch i ld ren w e r e t r e a t e d , with only one dea th 
o c c u r r i n g . The c h i l d r e n ' s building was c losed in 1948. 

E v e r y ca se in the hosp i t a l was given individual s tudy. A 
m o d e r n l a b o r a t o r y and X - r a y equipment was used . A f ree cl inic 
was held eve ry Wednesday . In 1937 seven hundred and thi r ty-f ive 
examina t ions w e r e m a d e . At that t i m e , 2 ,644 pat ients had been 
t r e a t e d ; 848 w e r e d i s cha rged as a r r e s t e d c a s e s , and 729 i m p r o v e d . 

The p e r s o n n e l cons i s t ed of 13 n u r s e s headed by Mis s Luce t t a . 
P a r s o n s , R . N . , and D r . L e r o y Hol l i s , supe r in t enden t . Included in 
the hosp i t a l equipment was a p r in t ing shop which pr in ted the month ly 
booklet , "The B u g . " The occupat ional t h e r a p y r o o m was equipped 
for wood ca rv ing , sewing, weaving, needle work and j e w e l r y m a k i n g . 

On J a n u a r y 4, 1949, f i re of u n d e t e r m i n e d or ig in p r a c t i c a l l y 
d e s t r o y e d the Hunt Building with an e s t i m a t e d loss of $150, 000. Six 
f i r e compan ies w e r e cal led to fight the b l a z e . The f i re was d i scov
e r e d at about noon. Twenty pa t ien ts w e r e evacua ted to the C h i l d r e n ' s 
bui lding. Only one ca sua l t y was r e p o r t e d . M r s . Anna C la rk , a n u r s e , 
fell on the ice while work ing with the evacua t ion , and broke her r igh t 
a r m . She continued for some t i m e a s s i s t i n g with the pa t ien ts before 
she had it t r e a t e d . About $10, 000 wor th of X - r a y equipment was 
damaged by -water. At one t i m e the wa t e r was t h i r t y inches deep in 
the b a s e m e n t of the Hunt Building. D r . F r e d J . L o o m i s was s u p e r 
intendent at the t ime of the f i r e . 

He was succeeded by D r . W a r r e n L . Hol l i s , who "was the t h i r d 
gene ra t ion of his family to hold the pos i t ion . D r . L e r o y Hol l i s , W a r 
r e n ' s g randfa the r , was d i r e c t o r f rom 1917 to 1940. D r . Harwood 
Holl is followed D r . L e r o y as d i r e c t o r . D r . Harwood was beloved by 
young and old; the s ick looked fo rwa rd to his coming as the br igh t 
spot in t h e i r day, and of h im it was sa id , " H e ' s as good as a dose of 
med ic ine himself ; he 'd m a k e us feel be t t e r even if he didn ' t give us 
a th ing . " I r e m e m b e r one win te r when the r o a d s w e r e c losed by a 
heavy s n o w - s t o r m he m a d e the t r i p f rom Lacona to the s a n a t o r i u m 
on a c a t e r p i l l a r t r a c t o r . It was sho r t l y after th is that he died f rom 
a h e a r t a t t ack . 



By 1950 t u b e r c u l o s i s was dec l in ing in the county. T h e r e w e r e 
only nine deaths that y e a r . This was a g r e a t i m p r o v e m e n t over 
about 70 dea ths per 100, 000 in 1928. With the improved me thods 
of t r e a t m e n t , the number of pa t ien ts g radua l ly d e c r e a s e d unt i l it 
was dec ided to c lose the hops i t a l , J a n u a r y 1, 1958. The only bui ld
ing kept open -was the C h i l d r e n ' s building w h e r e the X - r a y equip
m e n t was loca ted . The weekly Wednesday c l in ics w e r e continued 
unt i l 1960, when i t was c o n s i d e r e d adv isab le to move the cl inic to 
the P u l a s k i Cour t House . In the l a s t few y e a r s of opera t ion the 
s a n a t o r i u m cos t s exceeded $130,000 per y e a r . 

In I960 the s u p e r v i s o r s of Oswego County offered the Sana
t o r i u m for s a l e . M r s . Emi ly Shepard of Fu l ton bid $18, 500 for 
the p r o p e r t y . The bid was accep ted , but l a t e r it developed that 
M r s . Shepard was not able to r a i s e tha t amount of money . Some 
thought was given to making the hosp i ta l and grounds into a county 
r e c r e a t i o n a l a r e a . Not enough i n t e r e s t was a r o u s e d in th i s p ro j ec t , 
so nothing c a m e of the i dea . The p r o p e r t y was again offered for 
s a l e and -was p u r c h a s e d by Stanley S a n d e r s o n . Cons ide rab l e t i m b e r 
was cut before M r . Sande r son sold the p r o p e r t y to M r s . Shepard . 
M r s . Shepard and he r family a r e now l iving t h e r e . No one knows 
what future use wil l be m a d e of the bu i ld ings . 

II. Ideal R e s t 

F o r a number of y e a r s the End ico t t - Johnson Shoe Company 
had been sending pa t ien t s to the Oswego County S a n a t o r i u m . In 
1919 plans w e r e m a d e for a new hosp i t a l headed by D r . P e r c i v a l D. 
Bai ley . The f o r m e r 14 r o o m home of Erwin S. Beecher on the 
south eas t c o r n e r of the Main s t r e e t in Orwe l l , was. p u r c h a s e d . 
This d e s c r i p t i o n of the town is t aken f rom a p r e s s r e l e a s e p r e p a r e d 
by D r . Bai ley . "After an ex tens ive s e a r c h for a good loca t ion , 
D r . Bailey d i s c o v e r e d a sma l l vi l lage in the foothil ls of the Ad i ron -
d a c k s , Oswego County, w h e r e idea l condi t ions of a l t i tude and c l i m 
ate p r e s e n t e d to him the locat ion he had long sought . Nest l ing t h e r e 
in the h i l l s was a quiet l i t t le vi l lage of Orwe l l , su r rounded by 
beautiful m o u n t a i n s , cut through by rap id mounta in s t r e a m s , f ree 
f rom fogs and no dust or smoke or noise of a bust l ing c i ty . It was 
h e r e tha t D r . Bailey e s t ab l i shed a s m a l l s a n a t o r i u m of only seven 
b e d s , and toge the r with a s m a l l staff of n u r s e s s t a r t e d in to fight 
aga ins t the d i s e a s e m o s t d r e a d e d by r i ch and poor a l ike . The l i t t le 
s a n a t o r i u m was like a big h o m e . The s p i r i t of hospi ta l condit ions 
was d i s c a r d e d and gave way to a h o m e - l i k e con ten tment , which m a d e 
the pa t ients forget they w e r e i l l . In two y e a r s the l i t t le hosp i ta l has 
grown f rom seven to 50 beds . Dur ing th is t ime 218 pat ients have 
r e c e i v e d t r e a t m e n t . " 
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The Ideal Res t was i n c o r p o r a t e d for $360 ,000 . Many people 
th rough the a r e a inves ted in s tock . The money was used to buy 
equipment , and t h r e e addi t ional buildings and a f a r m . This f a r m is 
my p r e s e n t h o m e , which was ex tens ive ly r e m o d e l l e d by D r . Bai ley . 
He l ived t h e r e whi le he was a s s o c i a t e d with the hosp i t a l . 

At about this t i m e the hops i ta l began to have f inancial d i f f icul t ies . 
The head of the A m e r i c a n Legion cha rged that v e t e r a n s w e r e not r e 
ceiving p r o p e r c a r e . When the v e t e r a n s w e r e wi thdrawn f rom the 
s a n a t o r i u m , m a t t e r s b e c a m e w o r s e . In August 1923, a mee t ing of 
the c r e d i t o r s was cal led at the P u l a s k i Cour t House . D r . Bailey 
appealed to the c r e d i t o r s not to p r e s s for bankrup tcy . When 
E n d i c o t t - J o h n s o n wi thdrew its suppor t f rom the hosp i t a l , D r . Bailey 
was in a hope le s s s i tua t ion , not only in f inances , but in his p e r s o n a l 
l i fe . 

D r . C a r n a l was brought in to run the hosp i t a l , but m a t t e r s w e r e 
in such a poor f inancial s t a t e by this t i m e , that it was los ing money . 
This was after the d e p r e s s i o n had s t a r t e d ; maybe no hosp i ta l could 
have s u r v i v e d . 

The Ideal R e s t was sold at a bankrup tcy s a l e , Sept . 15, 1931. 
I have been told that my f a r m was bid in on a tax sa le for $800. The 
o ther bui ldings w e r e t o r n down, unt i l now only two houses r e m a i n , 
f rom what was once a success fu l hosp i t a l . 
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THE STUDY OF DEFENSES AT OSWEGO 

by Wal lace F . W o r k m a s t e r 

F o r over two hundred y e a r s fo r t s have played a key ro l e in 
the deve lopment of Oswego. Today, no l e s s than y e s t e r d a y , a 
for t i f ica t ion c o m m a n d s the out le t of the Oswego Rive r and s e r v e s 
a ma jo r purpose in the life of th is commun i ty . 

F o r t Onta r io now echoes m o r e f requent ly to the t r a m p of 
inquis i t ive v i s i t o r s than to the s h a r p cadence of m a r c h i n g t r o o p s , 
al though dur ing the s u m m e r months the p a r a d e s t i l l comes al ive 
to the sounds of bugle ca l l s and shouted o r d e r s and to the s ight 
of m a r c h i n g and weapons d r i l l s . Between the beginning of I960 
and the end of 1965 wel l over a half mi l l ion people v is i ted the 
r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a . 

We know F o r t Onta r io as an h i s t o r i c a l m u s e u m p r o p e r t y , 
s e r v i n g an educat ional function and giving i ts v i s i t o r s a s m a l l 
t a s t e of A m e r i c a ' s m i l i t a r y h e r i t a g e . The m e t a m o r p h o s i s of th is 
one for t f rom a ro l e of act ive defense to pa r t of a t r a in ing i n s t a l 
la t ion , a refugee c a m p , and a housing p ro jec t and now to an out
door m u s e u m is within the m e m o r i e s of many p e r s o n s . The in
evi tab i l i ty of change i s , indeed, one of h i s t o r y ' s few cons tan t 
f a c t o r s . 

L i t e r a l l y hund reds of h i s t o r i c fo r t s e i the r have su rv ived the 
t ides of change or have been r e c r e a t e d in North A m e r i c a . The 
s i t e s of thousands m o r e a r e known and m a r k e d . While the a c c i 
dent of F o r t O n t a r i o ' s su rv iva l i s unusua l , it is not un ique . The 
n a r r a t i v e of i ts h i s t o r y I s , of c o u r s e , unique and in many ways is 
a s ignif icant i l l u s t r a t i o n of the c o u r s e of m i l i t a r y ac t iv i t i e s in 
A m e r i c a ; n o n e t h e l e s s , the s t o r y of the for t i f ica t ions on the F o r t 
On ta r io s i te is in t ima te ly r e l a t e d to Oswego ' s o ther d e f e n s e s . 
Toge ther Oswego ' s for t i f ica t ions offer an i m p o r t a n t oppor tuni ty 
for s tudy of both defensive des ign and u s e . 

A m i l i t a r y for t i f ica t ion is not a c a s u a l acc iden t . Its fo rm 
is l a r g e l y dependent upon i ts loca t ion and the weapons with which 
it m a y be a t tacked as wel l as upon the t i m e , m a t e r i a l s , and o ther 
r e s o u r c e s ava i lab le to i ts b u i l d e r s . Since the Middle Ages a 
s c i ence of m i l i t a r y eng inee r ing g radua l ly has developed wi th s e t s 
of s t r i c t m a t h e m a t i c a l r u l e s to govern the des ign and cons t ruc t i on 
of fo r t i f i ca t ions . F o r e x a m p l e , a p r e c i s e f o r m u l a was ava i lab le 
to a m i l i t a r y eng ineer laying out a for t i f ica t ion and even the m i n u t 
e s t l eve l , ang le , or o ther p a r t of such a for t was identif ied by a 
speci f ic n a m e or t e r m . F r e n c h p r e - e m i n e n c e in the a r t of f o r t i 
f icat ion des ign in the e a r l y m o d e r n pe r iod r e s u l t e d in u s e of an 
ove rwhe lming number of t e r m s of F r e n c h o r ig in . 
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The Fort Ontario Guard brings the restoration area to life each summer 
from July 1 through Labor Day. Uniformed, equipped, and drilled like 
a United States Army unit of the 1860's, the Guard gives life and vitality 
to the restoration through performance of such daily ceremonies as dress 
guard mounting, changing of sentry posts, and evening retreat as well as 
marching and weapons dri l ls . Firing of 6-pounder Civil War era field 
pieces on the parade is a highpoint for many visi tors. 



The most outstanding individual associated with fortification 
design in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries was 
Sebastien Le P res t r e , Marquis de Vauban. A marshal of France 
and one of Louis XIVs most trusted military advisors, Vauban 
literally revolutionized the design of defenses by refining the form 
and application of the bastion. 

Strengthened by the additional fields of fire afforded by the 
bastion system and built out of earth and other materials to absorb 
the impact of artillery projectiles, fortifications of the modern 
period reflected depth rather than height in their design and con
struction. Modern fortifications differed markedly from the soaring 
stone walls and towers of medieval fortifications that had been out
moded in the mid-fourteenth century by the introduction of cannons, 
powder, and solid shot. The military engineers responsible for 
Oswego's defenses had full knowledge of these developments and, 
even as today, one nation copied freely from military designs orig
inated by another. 

Most of the major, permanent forts built in North America, 
therefore, fall into groupings of more or less similar designs. 
Obviously, the first fortifications built in the New World and 
they frequently were the first structures to be begun closely 
paralleled European designs for works of similar size and purpose. 
The rules and formulae governing fortification design and construc
tion were explicit but they also allowed some modifications to fit 
the location and availability of mater ia ls ; hence, some differences 
can be noted between forts of basically similar design but of differ
ent time or locale. 

Reference already has been made to the inevitability of change 
but the effect of this factor must be underscored. Any structural 
complex is subject to major and minor alteration or even to com
plete replacement over an extended period of t ime. This is particu
larly true in the case of military defenses since they by nature are 
exposed to attack and destruction as well as to a continuing need for 
modernization. Fort de Chartres in Illinois, for example, was r e 
built in the different manner no less than four times and on four dif
ferent sites as far apart as four mi les . Fort Wingate in New Mexico 
was established in 1862 but in 1868 the whole post was moved to a 
new site sixty-five miles further west. 

Rather early in the task of searching out the story of Fort 
Ontario's structural development it became apparent that there 
really have been three permanent forts and one temporary field for
tification all sharing the Fort Ontario name and located on virtually 
the same site. The structural complex surviving today and under
going development as an historical museum property is simply the 
main works of the third Fort Ontario that i s , the central part 
of the permanent fortification planned in 1838, largely built between 
1839 and 1844, substantially improved by additions made between 
1863 and 1872, and partially removed between 1903 and 1905. 
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P r i m a r y documentation for the changing physical appearance 
as well as for the other aspects of life at the third Fo r t Ontario is 
to be found in various r ecords groups now in the National Archives 
at Washington. For the most part these a re r ecords of the War 
Department and the United States Army; however, they also include 
some r eco rds of the Treasu ry Depar tment . According to the sys tem 
used by the National Arch ives , a r ecords group is composed of those 
r eco rds and other files of a par t icular governmental unit or sub-unit ; 
the re fore , the r ecords of the Office of the Sec re ta ry of War compr ise 
one r eco rds group, the r ecords of the Office of the Q u a r t e r m a s t e r 
General compr ise a second r eco rds group, the r ecords of the Office 
of the Adjutant General compr ise a third r ecords group, and so on. 

Altogether, some twenty-six r eco rds groups in the National 
Archives ei ther contain or give reasonable promise of containing 
useful information on Fo r t Ontar io . Since this quite l i teral ly is a 
mat te r of hundreds of thousands of pieces of paper to be examined 
and often copied or abs t rac ted , complete exhaustion of these sources 
of information will take some little t ime and effort. Enough work 
has been done to date to establ ish the basic s tory of s t ruc tu ra l evolu
tion and use . 

The function of r e s e a r c h is to define positively and cons t ruc
tively the events , persona l i t i es , and surroundings of the past . In 
pract ice it is not unlike a very complicated j ig-saw puzzle - - smal l 
pieces of unrelated and somet imes contradictory information gradu
ally to be assembled with judicious judgment into the mosaic of h i s 
to ry . New information is constantly coming to hand for example, 
during the summer of 1965 alone seventy-one additional plans and 
sketches re la t ing to the third F o r t Ontario were discovered in the 
National Archives and this m a t e r i a l mus t be incorporated into 
the resu l t s of the information previously d iscovered. 

The records of the office of the Chief of Engineers a re of 
obvious value. It was the function of the Engineers and their Bureau 
of Fort if icat ions to p repare plans for and to supervise construct ion 
of mi l i t a ry defenses; there fore , it is in these r eco rds that a l a rge 
number of valuable plans, ske tches , d i ag rams , and other m a t e r i a l s 
a re to be found showing the p rog res s of construction between 1839 
and 1844 as well as of the improvements added between 1863 and 1872. 

One of the most useful of these plans has been a survey p r e 
pared in 1838 by a Captain Canfield of the Topographical Engineers 
that shows the ruins of the second F o r t Ontar io, the surrounding 
ground contours of the mi l i t a ry r e se rva t ion , and the projected plan 
of the thi rd F o r t Ontar io . Another ve ry useful plan drawn in 1870 
shows the ent i re r e se rva t ion including the fortification and all outlying 
se rv ice buildings. Individual plans of each building some drawn 
in the 1838-1842 period by Montgomery C. Meigs, the Army Engineer 
who la te r supervised construct ion of the famous Washington Aqueduct 
and additions to the United States Capitol and who became the Q u a r t e r 
m a s t e r General of the Union a r m i e s during the Civil War as well as 
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An 1841 drawing of the third F o r t Ontario shows the defenses before 
erect ion of the outer works or in ter ior buildings. Until 1863 the outer 
face of the third for t ' s main works was covered with a sloping t imber 
revetment that was replaced by ver t ica l stone facing installed between 
1863 and 1872. At far right a re Oswego's f i rs t lighthouse and light-
keepe r ' s house built in 1821. The la t ter st i l l stands and is the oldest 
documented s t ruc tu re surviving in Oswego. At left is Oswego's second 
lighthouse built in the 1830's and made higher in the late 1860's . 



s o m e d r a w n for an 1869-1871 s u r v e y of A r m y posts - - have been 
inva luab le . 

While in i t ia l cons t ruc t ion and m a j o r m o d e r n i z a t i o n of defenses 
was an Eng inee r r e spons ib i l i t y , m a i n t e n a n c e and m i n o r r e p a i r s or 
a l t e r a t i o n at a for t or cons t ruc t ion of a t r a i n i n g ins t a l l a t ion w e r e under 
the con t ro l of the Q u a r t e r m a s t e r G e n e r a l . Annual r e p o r t s , p r e p a r e d 
by the pos t q u a r t e r m a s t e r s at F o r t O n t a r i o , had to be submi t t ed to 
that Washington office after 1863 de ta i l ing the phys ica l condit ion of 
the pos t , any r e p a i r s or a l t e r a t i o n s m a d e dur ing the pas t y e a r , and 
any r e p a i r s or a l t e r a t i o n s an t ic ipa ted dur ing the coming y e a r . These 
r e p o r t s , s o m e t i m e s accompan ied by d i a g r a m s and cos t e s t i m a t e s , 
cons t i tu te a m o s t valuable s o u r c e of i n fo rma t ion . R e c o r d s r e l a t i ng to 
r e m o v a l of the th i rd F o r t O n t a r i o ' s outer works and to cons t ruc t ion of 
the b a t t a l i o n - s i z e d t r a i n i n g ins t a l l a t ion on the m i l i t a r y r e s e r v a t i o n 
s u r r o u n d i n g the for t be tween 1903 and 1905 a l so a r e in th i s r e c o r d s 
g roup . 

One of the m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g s ingle i t e m s in the Nat ional A r c h i v e s 
m a t e r i a l was the pos t s u r g e o n ' s r e c o r d book for 1868, the f i r s t y e a r 
F o r t Onta r io had a r e g u l a r United S ta tes A r m y s u r g e o n to s u p e r s e d e 
a c o n t r a c t su rgeon and a hosp i t a l s t e w a r d . This vo lume was found in 
the r e c o r d s of the A r m y ' s Office of the Surgeon G e n e r a l . Among d e s 
c r ip t ions of loca l w e a t h e r , geology, h i s t o r y , and other in format ion 
tha t conceivably migh t affect the phys ica l w e l l - b e i n g of the g a r r i s o n is 
a sec t ion d e s c r i b i n g the post bu i ld ing-by-bu i ld ing and r o o m - b y - r o o m . 
The pos t s u r g e o n ' s r e c o r d book conta ins in format ion rang ing f rom the 
kinds of vege tab les being grown and picked in the post ga rden to the 
types of l ight ing dev ices being used in the bu i ld ings . In the m e d i c a l 
r e c o r d s ec t i on a r e a number of o b s e r v a t i o n s conce rn ing hea l th and 
m o r a l e that go wel l beyond a m e r e c l in ica l r e c o r d . 

Spanning the per iod 1848-1911 is a s e p a r a t e r e c o r d s group under 
the t i t l e " R e c o r d s of United S ta te s A r m y Commands (Army P o s t s ) . " 
Insofar as F o r t Onta r io is c o n c e r n e d , th is s o u r c e includes some c o r 
r e s p o n d e n c e ( l e t t e r s r e c e i v e d as wel l as copies of l e t t e r s sen t ) , en
d o r s e m e n t s , o r d e r s , cour t s m a r t i a l r e c o r d s , d e s c r i p t i v e books , pos t 
l yceum r e c o r d s , and addi t ional post s u r g e o n ' s r e c o r d s . Unfor tunate ly , 
the " r u n s " within each of t h e s e c a t e g o r i e s a r e not comple te for the 
whole 1848-1911 pe r iod ; however , the quant i ty , qual i ty , and span of 
t h e s e r e c o r d s a r e sufficient to cons t i tu te another valuable r e s e a r c h 
s o u r c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y s ince they a r e the r e c o r d s and f i les o r ig ina l ly 
ma in t a ined at F o r t O n t a r i o . 

This r e c o r d s group b r ings one into p e r h a p s the c l o s e s t r e l a t i o n 
sh ip to the eve ryday human a s p e c t s of life at the post h e r e is to 
be found such d i v e r s e s t o r i e s as that of the young second l ieu tenant 
at F o r t On ta r io who Major G e n e r a l George Gordon M e a d e , c o m m a n d e r 
of the D e p a r t m e n t of the E a s t after the Civil W a r , b l amed for an i n d i s 
c r e t i o n of his own and that of the a t t i tude of the A r m y ' s Washington bu
r e a u c r a c y toward ins ta l l a t ion of M r . E d i s o n ' s new-fangled l ight ing 
s y s t e m at m i l i t a r y p o s t s . 
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As an t ic ipa ted , r e c o r d s of the off icers and en l i s t ed p e r s o n n e l 
who w e r e in g a r r i s o n at F o r t On ta r io a r e to be found in the f i les of 
the Office of the Adjutant G e n e r a l . A bas ic l i s t of off icers at the 
pos t be tween 1839 and 1900 has been compi led and m a y be expanded 
as r e s e a r c h p r o g r e s s e s . In addit ion to individual s e r v i c e r e c o r d s , 
the m a t e r i a l s in th i s r e c o r d s g roup qui te p o s s i b l e m a y sugges t o the r 
s o u r c e s or loca l i t i e s that should be inves t iga ted for p r iva t e l e t t e r s , 
d i a r i e s , or o ther p e r s o n a l i t e m s . 

An e n t i r e l y s e p a r a t e r e c o r d s group conta ins the f i les of the 
1944-1946 E m e r g e n c y Refugee She l t e r e s t ab l i shed at F o r t Onta r io 
in the c los ing phase of United S ta te s A r m y u s e of the pos t . The 
r e c o r d s of the Offices of the S e c r e t a r y of War per se and of the 
va r ious t e r r i t o r i a l c o m m a n d s conta in s o m e i t e m s r e l a t i n g to F o r t 
O n t a r i o . R e c o r d s groups r e l a t i ng to the T r e a s u r y D e p a r t m e n t con
ta in in fo rmat ion on tha t F e d e r a l d e p a r t m e n t ' s u s e of s ix a c r e s of 
the F o r t Onta r io M i l i t a r y R e s e r v a t i o n for a l ighthouse and a l ight 
k e e p e r ' s house be tween 1821 and 1841 . Some r e c o r d s g r o u p s , such 
as those of the A r m y C o m m i s s a r y Gene ra l of S u b s i s t a n c e , a r e i m 
p r a c t i c a l to u s e because of t he i r p r e s e n t i n t e r n a l d i so rgan i za t i on ; 
h o w e v e r , i t u sua l l y is poss ib le to obtain the in format ion that they 
contain f rom copies or dupl ica te r e c o r d s to be found in m o r e r e a d i l y 
u s a b l e r e c o r d s g r o u p s . 

Based upon in fo rma t ion gained f rom t h e s e Nat ional A r c h i v e s 
s o u r c e s as wel l a s o ther loca l ly ava i l ab le h i s t o r i c a l , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l , 
and p i c t o r i a l e v i d e n c e , , i t has been pos s ib l e to evaluate the su rv iv ing 
s t r u c t u r a l e l e m e n t s of the t h i r d F o r t Onta r io as they w e r e found at 
the beginning of State Educat ion D e p a r t m e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n in 1949 
wi th de ta i l ed a c c u r a c y and to p r o c e e d to e s t ab l i s h the e a r l i e s t p r a c 
t i ca l common age denomina to r as a ba s i s for the deve lopment of a 
m u s e u m p r o p e r t y p r o g r a m within the r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a . 

A n u m b e r of m i n o r twent ie th c e n t u r y a l t e r a t i o n s i m m e d i a t e l y 
w e r e a p p a r e n t . F o r e x a m p l e , the i n t e r i o r s of the m a j o r bui ldings 
had been a l t e r e d somewha t by the t e m p o r a r y hous ing p ro jec t tha t 
followed the United Sta tes A r m y in-the use of the bu i ld ings . Other 
i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i ons had been m a d e by the A r m y i tself when the 
buildings w e r e recondi t ioned in the la te 1920's and e a r l y 1 9 3 0 ' s . 
Some r e - a r r a n g e m e n t of i n t e r i o r p a r t i t i o n s , m o d e r n b r i c k f i r e p l a c e s , 
hardwood f loor ing , ove rhead hot w a t e r hea t ing s y s t e m s , m o d e r n 
ba th room fac i l i t i e s , m o d e r n s t a i r w e l l s , and s i m i l a r i m p r o v e m e n t s 
w e r e in th is c a t e g o r y . 

S e v e r a l e x t e r i o r f ea tu re s ins ta l l a t ion of conc re t e hoods at 
a r t i l l e r y c a s e m a t e e n t r a n c e s , change of a cen te r door to a window in 
one of the bui ld ings , r e m o v a l of some of the banquet tes or f i r ing p la t 
f o r m s and of some of the i n t e r i o r wooden r a m p a r t r e v e t m e n t , i n s t a l 
la t ion of conc re t e s t a i r w a y s to the r a m p a r t s , comple t ion of an in tend
ed tower with cemen t blocks on another of the bui ld ings , c los ing of a 
s ide door e n t r a n c e on the second floor l eve l of the s a m e bui lding, 
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cove r ing the s p a c e s behind the two o f f i ce r s ' q u a r t e r s buildings 
wi th c e m e n t capp ings , planting of t r e e s c lose to the for t i f ica t ion, 
and the l ike r e p r e s e n t e d addi t ional twent ie th cen tury changes . 

F o u r s m a l l wooden bui ld ings , combina t ion outhouse and 
fuel s t o r a g e s t r u c t u r e s , had been r e m o v e d f rom the i r pos i t ions 
flanking the two of f ice rs ' q u a r t e r s and a s i zab le cemen t block 
g a r a g e had been built next to Of f ice rs ' Q u a r t e r s No. 2. Not the 
l e a s t e x t e r i o r change in the twent ie th cen tu ry had been the i n t r u 
sion of t e l ephone , e l e c t r i c , and l ight p o l e s . At t i m e s g r a s s , 
b r u s h , and t r e e s had been allowed to grow v i r tua l ly untended and 
apparen t ly someone t r i e d to plant r o s e s , l i l i e s , and other f lowers 
on the e x t e r i o r e a r t h s lopes of the r a m p a r t s as a " p r e - L a d y B i r d " 
beaut i f ica t ion p r o j e c t . T h e r e even is some evidence that a n ine -
hole gold c o u r s e was laid out on the top l eve l s of the r a m p a r t s at 
one t ime s h o r t l y before World War I I . 

Ex tan t twent ie th cen tury photographs and paint ings showing 
the i n t e r i o r of the for t s t rong ly sugges t tha t the for t was not a l 
ways as nea t ly tended at some t i m e s as it m a y have been, a c c o r d 
ing to loca l t e s t i m o n e y , at o t h e r s . As a l r e a d y ind ica ted , use of 
i ts r a m p a r t s r anged f rom a l a r g e outdoor rock ga rden to a golf 
c o u r s e . The ac t iv i t i e s of loca l ch i ld ren and young adul ts in the 
bui ldings and c a s e m a t e s dur ing pe r iods the for t p rope r was not 
being ac t ive ly used by the A r m y obviously w e r e ne i the r m i l i t a r y 
or h i s t o r i c a l . 

The changes in function of ju s t one building ins ide the for t 
wi l l exemplify the changing for tunes of the s t r u c t u r e s dur ing the 
twent ie th cen tu ry . The Enl i s t ed M e n ' s B a r r a c k s was used l a s t 
as q u a r t e r s and ki tchen for en l i s ted p e r s o n n e l in 1901. Until 1917 
the building was allowed to d e t e r i o r a t e and between 1917 and 1919 
i t s f i r s t floor s e r v e d as a mule s t a b l e . Vacant dur ing m o s t of the 
1920 ' s , the building was recondi t ioned as an o f f i ce r s ' c lub. I t w a s 
the scene of soc ia l ac t iv i t i es such as d a n c e s , wedd ings , and p a r 
t i e s the one m a r k i n g the end of P roh ib i t i on was by all accounts 

the bes t unti l t u rned into a p a r t m e n t s for the t e m p o r a r y housing 
au tho r i ty . Today it s tands with its e x t e r i o r a l m o s t r e s t o r e d and 
i t s i n t e r i o r t e m p o r a r i l y s e r v i n g Vis i tor Cen te r functions pending 
the day m o r e adequate and m o d e r n Visi tor Cen te r fac i l t ies along 
l ines developed by the National P a r k Se rv ice can be built outs ide 
the r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a and thus f ree th is building for full e x t e r i o r 
and i n t e r i o r r e s t o r a t i o n to its o r ig ina l a p p e a r a n c e and function. 

Between 1903 and 1905 the outer e l e m e n t s of the fo r t ' s defenses 
the ditch or dry moa t , the covered way, and the glacis w e r e 

r e m o v e d to m a k e poss ib le the cons t ruc t ion of the ba t t a l i on - s i zed 
and l a t e r r e g i m e n t a l i z c d t r a in ing ins t a l l a t ion on the grounds of the 
m i l i t a r y r e s e r v a t i o n . A number of n ineteenth cen tury s e r v i c e build
ings a l so w e r e r e m o \ ed from the r e s e r v a t i o n between 1903 and 1905. 
These included: a combinat ion q u a r t e r m a s t e r ' s s t o r e h o u s e - p a i n t 
s h o p - c a r p e n t e r ' s s h o p - b a k e r y ; q u a r t e r m a s t e r s ' and e n g i n e e r s ' s t a b l e s ; 
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o r d n a n c e s t o r e h o u s e ; o rdnance s e r g e a n t ' s q u a r t e r s ; l a u n d r e s s e s ' 
qua r t e r s and coal shed . A por t ion of the 1868 hospi ta l was moved 
to a new locat ion on the r e s e r v a t i o n and en la rged by the New York, 
Onta r io & Wes t e rn Ra i l road as a condit ion to the r a i l r o a d company 
being allowed to r e loca t e t r a c k s c r o s s i n g the r e s e r v a t i o n and thus 
ma in t a in s e r v i c e to coal t r e s t l e s on the eas t s ide of the h a r b o r . 

The main works t h e m s e l v e s and the buildings ins ide of them 
su rv ived the 1905-1905 a l t e r a t i o n s to the post because , acco rd ing 
to the judgment of the cons t ruc t ing q u a r t e r m a s t e r , Capta in Wil l iam 
M. Coulling, they w e r e " p i c t u r e s q u e " and would " s e r v e as a wind
b reak for the r e s t of the pos t . " 

The m o s t not iceable changes m a d e in the 1872-1903 per iod 
included addit ion of a t h r e e s t o r y s tone tower to Of f ice rs ' Q u a r t e r s 
No. 1, e n c l o s u r e of the second floor porch at the front of the En 
l i s t ed M e n ' s B a r r a c k s and addit ion of two o n e - s t o r y stone wings 
to tha t bui lding, c o m m e n c e m e n t of a s tone tower of the Pos t Head
q u a r t e r s , addit ion of o n e - s t o r y wooden p o r c h e s at the f ronts of the 
two of f ice rs ' q u a r t e r s , and addit ion of d o r m e r windows, ch imney 
e x t e n s i o n s , and t in roofs on all ma jo r bui lding. By 1890 or so 
gas l ights on pos t s stood at the edges of the p a r a d e to provide night 
i l lumina t ion , although it is not yet known exact ly when gas l ines and 
f ix tu res w e r e ins ta l l ed at the fo r t . Accord ing to a photograph in the 
f i les of the Oswego County H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty , the p a r a d e s e r v e d 
a d i s t inc t ly n o n - m i l i t a r y function as a lawn tennis cour t for the 
off icers and the i r l ad ies on at l e a s t one occas ion in the late 1880's 
or e a r l y 1890 ' s . 

I m p r o v e m e n t and m o d e r n i z a t i o n dur ing the 1863-1872 per iod 
cons i s t ed of changes m o r e c lose ly r e l a t e d to defens ive function than 
the w o r k done after 1872. Chief among the se i m p r o v e m e n t s w e r e 
the v e r t i c a l s tone facing begun but left unfinished to r e p l a c e s loping 
wooden s c a r p r e v e t m e n t o r ig ina l ly i n s t a l l ed on the outer face of the 
ma in works between 1839 and 1844, cons t ruc t ion of c a s e m a t e s or un
d e r g r o u n d a r t i l l e r y and r i f le e m p l a c e m e n t s behind the facing of the 
bas t ion f lanks , and e r e c t i o n of two s tone gua rdhouses at the gorge 
or inner mouth of the en t ryway . Dur ing th is per iod changes a l so 
w e r e m a d e in the a r t i l l e r y mounted on the r a m p a r t s , a number of 
the p r e v i o u s l y men t ioned s e r v i c e bui ldings w e r e buil t , and w a t e r 
l ines apparen t ly w e r e i n s t a l l ed . 

T h e r e would s e e m to be v e r y l i t t le advantage to be gained and 
m u c h g r e a t e r cos t to be o v e r c o m e in a t t empt ing to r e m o v e the s t i l l 
extant m a j o r addi t ions of the 1863-1872 pe r iod to r e c a p t u r e within 
the r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a a phys ica l a p p e a r a n c e of not much m o r e than 
twenty y e a r s e a r l i e r in t i m e ; t h e r e f o r e , the decade of the 1860's 
i s the e a r l i e s t p r a c t i c a l focus of phys i ca l r e s t o r a t i o n of the t h i r d 
F o r t O n t a r i o . This per iod is wel l enough documented and is n a r r o w 
enough in t i m e to allow m a x i m u m i n t e g r a t e d , cohes ive a p p e a r a n c e 
and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n with d e s i r e d a c c u r a c y . 
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The des ign of the th i rd F o r t Onta r io is a pentagonal or f ive-
s ided for t i f icat ion employing five bas t ions of the Vauban s y s t e m . 
It r e p r e s e n t s the re f inement ol Vauban 's concepts of defense in 
depth quite evident in a profi le view showing i ts o r ig ina l outer 
w o r k s , d i tch , and main works and converg ing fields of f i re as 
adapted to the ' technology of n ineteenth cen tu ry w a r f a r e . C o m p a r i 
son to t h r e e other pentagonal f ive- bas t ioned for t i f ica t ions of s i m i 
l a r s i ze built in North A m e r i c a F o r t P i t t (begun 1759), the 
second F o r t Onta r io (begun 1759), and F o r t McHenry (begun 1798) 

ind ica tes the individual modif ica t ions between for ts of the 
s a m e bas ic s ty l e . 

In t e r m s o ther than those of m i l t a r y eng inee r ing , a fort is 
a se l f - con ta ined soc i a l unit capable for at l e a s t s h o r t pe r i ods of 
independent e x i s t e n c e . R e s t o r a t i o n of the th i rd F o r t Onta r io to 
i ts a p p e a r a n c e dur ing the decade of the 1860's wil l p e r m i t an i n t e r 
p re t a t ion of g a r r i s o n life at an ac t ive post dur ing a per iod not 
p o r t r a y e d by any other ma jo r m i l i t a r y r e s t o a t i o n in the n o r t h e a s t e r n 
United S ta tes and yet a pe r iod of g r e a t popular i n t e r e s t . F u r t h e r 
m o r e , the i n t e r p r e t a t i v e focus at F o r t On ta r io is t he reby c o m p l e 
m e n t a r y to the s to ry of life in a B r i t i s h A r m y for t i f icat ion of the 
s a m e pe r iod as seen at F o r t Henry in Kingston, O n t a r i o . 

To be s u r e , a g rea t dea l of the h i s t o r i c a l i m p o r t a n c e of the 
F o r t Onta r io s i t e and i t s ac t ive involvement in va r ious ba t t l e s and 
campa igns fal ls between 1755 and 1814 but this is a pe r iod not 
r e p r e s e n t e d by any of the su rv iv ing phys ica l e l e m e n t s within the 
r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a . It would be i m p o s s i b l e to r e c a p t u r e the phys ica l 
a p p e a r a n c e of F o r t Onta r io in its s t r u c t u r a l v e r s i o n s dur ing this 
e a r l i e r pe r iod without comple te d e s t r u c t i o n of the su rv iv ing bui ld
ings and defenses of the th i rd for t and comple te r e c o n s t r u c t i o n f rom 
ground leve l in one of s e v e r a l o ther f o r m s . This would be h i s t o r 
ica l ly and economica l ly i m p r a c t i c a l . 

Unders t and ing of the e a r l i e r r e l a t i o n s h i p of F o r t Onta r io to 
B r i t i s h , F r e n c h , and A m e r i c a n m i l i t a r y ac t iv i t i e s and to A m e r i c a n 
m i l i t a r y ac t iv i t i e s f rom the 1860's th rough 1946 as wel l as the r e 
l a t ionsh ip of the e a r l i e r for t i f ica t ions on the F o r t Onta r io s i te to 
the evolut ion of for t i f icat ion des ign i s , n o n e t h e l e s s , an e s s e n t i a l 
p a r t of the s t o r y . This long- span ro l e of the post i s , in effect, the 
p e r s p e c t i v e th rough which a v i s i to r can be b rough t toward an u n d e r 
s tanding both of F o r t O n t a r i o ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p to A m e r i c a ' s m i l i t a r y 
h e r i t a g e and of the life focused upon at one specif ic per iod within 
the r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a . 

The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of F o r t O n t a r i o ' s l ong - span evolution and 
s igni f icance wi l l have to be told effect ively th rough f o r m a l exh ib i t s , 
s l i d e - t a p e or mot ion p i c tu re p r o g r a m s , i n t e r p r e t a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e , 
and o the r m e a n s . Ideal ly, t he se o v e r - a l l i n t e r p r e t a t i v e ac t iv i t i e s 
would be a c c o m m o d a t e d in a Vis i tor Cen te r as p r ev ious ly men t ioned 
outs ide the r e s t o r a t i o n a r e a . The a r e a s ins ide the for t p r o p e r that 
a r e now being used t e m p o r a r i l y to house t h e m as we l l as o ther 
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twent ie th c en tu ry a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and ope ra t iona l functions thus would 
be f reed for r e s t o r a t i o n and a m o r e ba lanced i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of g a r r i 
son life would be made p o s s i b l e . 

Insofar as r e s e a r c h conce rn ing the e a r l i e r h i s t o r y of the F o r t 
Onta r io s i te and the a p p e a r a n c e of the for t i f ica t ions that occupied it 
a r e conce rned , p r i m a r y m a t e r i a l s again a r e s e r v i n g as the m o s t 
valuable s o u r c e s . C h a r l e s Stotz , a we l l -known P i t t s b u r g h r e s t o r a t i o n 
a r c h i t e c t who is s e r v i n g as a consu l tan t to the Pennsy lvan i a H i s t o r i 
ca l and Museum C o m m i s s i o n for the deve lopment of a m u s e u m p r o p 
e r t y including the s i t e s of F o r t D u q u e s n e , M e r c e r ' s F o r t , and F o r t 
P i t t as wel l as wel l as to the Mel lon fami ly on the r e s t o r a t i o n of F o r t 
L i g o n i e r , s ays that f rom his f i r s t - h a n d s u r v e y of for t i f ica t ion r e c o r d s 
in Br i t i sh and F r e n c h d e p o s i t o r i e s he be l i eves t h e r e a r e m o r e s u r 
viving e i th teenth cen tu ry plans and other documents r e l a t i ng to O s 
wego ' s defenses than to any o ther fort i f ied spot in Br i t i sh Nor th A m 
e r i c a , Be that as it m a y , the t a s k of tapping fore ign a r c h i v a l hold
ings has been begun. 

As p r ev ious ly ind ica ted , i t aga in has been a f i r s t c o n c e r n to 
gain deta i led knowledge of the a p p e a r a n c e of Oswego ' s e a r l i e r d e 
fenses and it has been known that two ^earl ier p e r m a n e n t fo r t s and 
one t e m p o r a r y field for t i f ica t ion used the F o r t Onta r io n a m e and 
loca t ion . Each of the t h r e e p e r m a n e n t s u c c e s s i v e F o r t On ta r io 
complexes p o s s e s s e d tota l ly different phys ica l a p p e a r a n c e s and w e r e 
built of different m a t e r i a l s acco rd ing to different p l ans ; however , 
both the second and th i rd for ts w e r e of the s a m e g e n e r a l type in 
that they w e r e f ive -bas t ioned pen tagons . 

If it had been poss ib le for one individual to s tand in the cen t e r 
of the p a r a d e s of the t h r e e p e r m a n e n t v e r s i o n s of F o r t On ta r io , he 
would not have been able t o r e c o g n i z e that he was on the s a m e s i t e 
without c l imbing to the top of the r a m p a r t s and r e f e r r i n g to s u r r o u n d 
ing geograph ica l f e a t u r e s . Adequate defense depends l a r g e l y upon 
w o r k s beuil t of m a t e r i a l s and in a m a n n e r to success fu ly wi ths tand 
weapons of a given pe r iod a fac tor evident in the differing phys ica l 
a p p e a r a n c e s of the t h r e e p e r m a n e n t v e r s i o n s of F o r t O n t a r i o . 

The f i r s t F o r t On ta r io was of a des ign not too f requent ly seen 
in North A m e r i c a n for t i f ica t ions , although F o r t B r e w e r t o n , built at 
the w e s t e r n end of Oneida Lake in 1759, and a s m a l l fort at the falls 
of the Oswego R i v e r , a l so built in 1759, w e r e s i m i l a r l y shaped . The 
f i r s t F o r t On ta r io , begun in 1755 and de s t royed in 1756, appa ren t ly 
was never comple te ly f inished. It was shaped in the fo rm of a s m a l l 
e ight -poin ted s t a r . Its ma in wal ls w e r e of log pa l i sade cons t ruc t i on , 
a typ ica l f r o n t i e r - t y p e m a t e r i a l r ead i ly avai lable and capable of wi th
standing m u s k e t bal ls or a r r o w s . Agains t a r t i l l e r y of any s i z e , such 
as Louis Joseph , the Marqu i s de Mon tca lm, brought with his a r m y 
in 1756, th is type of cons t ruc t ion s imply was inadequa te . The ma in 
w o r k s of th is f i r s t F o r t Onta r io stood on a wide berime and w e r e s u r 
rounded by a di tch. On the outer or c o u n t e r - s c a r p s ide the ditch 
probably fell off a lmos t f rom ground l eve l . If t h e r e was any g lac is 
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at all, it was short and very low since most of the ground from 
the ditch was used to form the berme. 

It was planned to contain thirteen log s tructures, eight one-
story high and five two-stories high, but evidently not all of 
these buildings were built. All of the one-story buildings abutted 
into the palisades of the four major angles and were to be used as 
barracks . Four of the two-story buildings were to be five-sided 
or wedge-shaped structures free-standing near the mouths of the 
major angles and were to be loop-holed for musket fire over the 
tops of the palisades. The remaining two-story building in the 
exact center of the fort was to be a large, square blockhouse
like structure accommodating eight arti l lery pieces on its second 
floor. Eight other cannons were to be located so as to fire through 
embrasures in the palisades of the minor angles in the walls of 
the fortification. 

It is not known exactly who designed the first Fort Ontario. 
The plan that shows the fortification as it was to be built with 
some considerable detail is unsigned and other research has yet 
to positively identify the engineer responsible. It is known that 
work on this fort was being carried forward in the spring and 
summer of 1756 and the engineer in charge of work on Oswego's 
defenses in that year was Patrick MacKeller. 

The second Fort Ontario was, like the third Fort Ontario, 
a much larger fortification. As has been said, it utilized a pen
tagonal shape and five bastions of the Vauban system for its main 
works; however unlike either the first or third forts the 
main walls of the second fort were built of squared horizontal tim
bers assembled in the form of cribbing, filled with earth and 
stones, and surmounted by a parapet. Its ditch contained a log 
palisade as an additional obstacle to enemy infantry before reach
ing the main works. Beyond the ditch was a covered way that 
along with the glacis differed in configuration from that of the 
third fort. The covered way was provided with brick t raverses 
to allow cross-fire along the covered way in the event that an 
enemy breached the first line of defense and gained a portion of 
this area. The crest or parapet of the glacis was protected by 
another palisade that arose from the level of the covered way 
banquette or firing platform. 

The main works of the second Fort Ontario had two entry-
ways, one the main gate and the other a sally port. The main 
gate opened through the curtain wall between the 46th Regiment's 
Bastion and the New York Bastion. The sally-port or subsidiary 
gate opened through the curtain between the New York and Grena
dier Bastions. Underground bomb-proofs beneath the te r re plein 
levels of the 46th Regiment's Bastion and the New York Bastion 
provided respectively for a storage place for provisions and a 
magazine. The other bastions were named, also for troops in 
the British service at the fort during the French and Indian War, 
the New Hampshire and Royal American Bastions. 
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The twelve o n e - s t o r y t i m b e r buildings ins ide the m a i n works 
w e r e of two types six abutted into the t i m b e r w o r k of the r a m p a r t s 
aga ins t the five cu r t a in wal l s and w e r e cove red with e a r t h to fo rm the 
t e r r e plain leve ls of the c u r t a i n s , the o ther s ix stood f ree ly twelve 
feet toward the cen te r of the pa rade in front of the o the r s and w e r e 
topped with usua l pi tched r o o f s . The six buildings abutt ing into the 
r a m p a r t s w e r e used as en l i s ted m e n ' s q u a r t e r s the four l a r g e s t 
bui ldings of th is type each contained t h r e e l a r g e r o o m s each of which 
in t u r n accommoda ted twenty m e n . Each r o o m conta ined a l a r g e 
doub le - s ided f i r ep lace in the c e n t e r . 

The six buildings f r e e - s t a n d i n g toward the p a r a d e w e r e used 
as off icers ' q u a r t e r s and for o ther e s s e n t i a l p u r p o s e s the four 
l a r g e s t buildings of this type each contained four r o o m s on the ground 
floor that in t u r n w e r e divided into four m o r e r o o m s by pa r t i t i ons 
and doub le - s ided f i r e p l a c e s . The bui ldings at F o r t P i t t and those at 
the second F o r t Onta r io -were d i s t r i bu t ed a l m o s t ident ica l ly and, if 
the s a m e p r a c t i c e was followed at the second F o r t On ta r io as at F o r t 
P i t t , the commandan t had one of the s m a l l e r f r e e - s t a n d i n g bui ldings 
n e a r the m a i n gate as his q u a r t e r s . 

A s m a l l row of a r t i f i c e r s ' huts and a s t o r e h o u s e w e r e loca ted 
outs ide the m a i n works on the por t ion of the cove red way nea r the 
edge of the l akes ide bluff. When, as occas ion s o m e t i m e s demanded , 
m o r e t r o o p s w e r e a s s e m b l e d at the for t than could be a c c o m m o d a t e d 
ins ide the w o r k s , they w e r e q u a r t e r e d in huts and t ens outs ide the 
for t i f ica t ion . 

The second f o r t ' s post ga rden wi th frui t t r e e s , v e g e t a b l e s , 
and one f o r m a l sec t ion was beyond the glacis slope in a spot a l 
m o s t iden t i ca l to the p r e s e n t Babe Ruth League b a s e b a l l f ie ld . Also 
outs ide w e r e two s q u a r e r edoub t s or a d v a n c e - g u a r d p o s t s , the s m a l l e r 
one nea r the lake at the s i te of the l a t e r q u a r r y and p r e s e n t P o s t 
C e m e t e r y and the l a r g e r one on a spot p r e s e n t l y occupied e i the r by 
Hawley ' s coal yard or the E a s y B a r g a i n C e n t e r . Together with two 
or t h r e e s m a l l log huts in the woods to s h e l t e r woodcu t t e r s f rom 
Indian r a i d s , t he se comple ted the s t r u c t u r e s of the second F o r t O n t a r i o . 

Beginning in the e a r l y n ine teenth c e n t u r e and extending into the 
twent ie th c e n t u r e , c o n s i d e r a b l e confusion a r o s e over the n a m e s and 
exac t loca t ions as "well as the phys ica l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the va r ious 
v e r s i o n s of F o r t O n t a r i o . F o r e x a m p l e , the r e m a i n s of the l a r g e r 
of the two outlying redoub t s of the second F o r t Onta r io w e r e s o m e 
t i m e s confused with the f i r s t F o r t Onta r io by e a r l y r e s i d e n t s and m a p -
m a k e r s as far away as London. The confusion was compound-ed by 
m a p m a k e r s and p r i n t m a k e r s who identif ied the second F o r t On ta r io 
as F o r t Oswego. In fact , m i l i t a r y a t l a s e s p r e p a r e d by West Poin t 
facul ty m e m b e r s in the 1950's and 1960's have continued this confu
s ion and e v e r y y e a r s e e s a sm?U p e r c e n t a g e of v i s i t o r s to F o r t On ta r io 
who a r e amazed to l e a r n that tuey a r e not v i s i t ing F o r t Oswego . 

The f i r s t F o r t Onta r io o r ig ina l ly was ca l led "The F o r t of the 
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Six N a t i o n s " by M a s s a c h u s e t t s Bay co lony ' s g o v e r n o r , Major 
Gene ra l Wil l iam Sh i r l ey , who o r d e r e d i t s cons t ruc t i on in 1755 
while at Oswego act ing as c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f of Br i t i sh fo rce s 
in Nor th A m e r i c a . An obvious a t t empt to f l a t t e r the I roquo i s , 
th is n a m e a p p e a r s on the o ldes t plans of th is p a r t i c u l a r for t i f ica t ion 
that have been d i s c o v e r e d . Another n a m e s o m e t i m e s encounteded 
for th i s s a m e for t i f ica t ion is E a s t F o r t ; h o w e v e r , th i s n a m e a p p e a r s 
only in w r i t t e n accounts and not on any p lans d i s c o v e r e d to d a t e . 
The n a m e F o r t Onta r io a p p e a r s both in w r i t t e n accounts by con
t e m p o r a r i e s and on p l a n s . It i s the n a m e m o s t widely used and 
s e e m s to have been popular with eve ryone except Sh i r l ey and his 
i m m e d i a t e staff. 

The cen te r of the f i r s t F o r t On ta r io was loca ted , acco rd ing 
to the bes t judgment that can be m a d e f rom c o m p a r i s o n of e a r l y 
p l a n s , v e r y s l igh t ly to the t r u e south c o m p a s s r e a d i n g f rom the 
c e n t e r s of both the second and th i rd v e r s i o n s of F o r t Onta r io 
probably b i s e c t e d by the c u r t a i n wal l of the ma in works connect ing 
the 46th R e g i m e n t ' s and Roya l A m e r i c a n Bas t ions in the second 
F o r t O n t a r i o . 

F o r al l p r a c t i c a l pu rpose s the c e n t e r s of the p a r a d e s of the 
second and th i rd fo r t s co inc ide ; however , the h igher and th i cke r 
e a r t h r a m p a r t s and bulk ier bas t ions of the th i rd F o r t On ta r io cause 
the p e r i m e t e r of the m a i n works to be of different p ropo r t i on in 
plan or t r a c e than the p e r i m e t e r of the m a i n works of the second 
F o r t O n t a r i o . The fact of different conf igurat ion in the ou te r works 
of the second and t h i r d fo r t s a l r e a d y has been noted , and, of c o u r s e , 
the prof i les of the second and th i rd for ts a r e to ta l ly d i f ferent . The 
confusion in n a m e s between the va r ious v e r s i o n s of F o r t Onta r io 
and F o r t Oswego undoubtedly is due to the fact that after 1759 t h e r e 
was only one p e r m a n e n t fort in being at any one t i m e at the mouth of 
the Oswego Rive r and the name Oswego was widely known b e c a u s e of 
e a r l i e r m i l i t a r y and c o m m e r c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

The m o s t impor t an t o r ig ina l plans and o ther d o c u m e n t a r y 
s o u r c e s r e l a t i ng to the a p p e a r a n c e of the f i r s t and second v e r s i o n s 
of F o r t Onta r io along with those r e l a t i ng to F o r t Oswego and F o r t 
George a r e located chiefly in the King ' s Maps Collect ion of the 
B r i t i s h M u s e u m , the Publ ic R e c o r d s Office in London, and the Crown 
Maps Col lec t ion at Windsor C a s t l e . The L i b r a r y of Congre s s in 
Washington has copies of some of t he se m a t e r i a l s and the Publ ic 
A r c h i v e s of Canada in Ot tawa p o s s e s s e s addi t ional p r i m a r y m a t e r i a l s . 
A number of o ther very probable r e p o s i t o r i e s such as M o n t r e a l ' s 
Lava l Un ive r s i t y and P a r i s ' s Bibl iotheque National r e m a i n to be 
examined . 

In p r in ted fo rm, c o n t e m p o r a r y s o u r c e s appear in a number of 
p l a c e s , including a p p r o p r i a t e i s s u e s of The G e n t l e m a n ' s Magaz ine 
and H i s t o r i c a l Chron i c l e , the London Magazine and Gen t l emen ' s 
I n t e l l i gence r , the New York M e r c u r y , and a number of o ther p e r i 
odica ls and n e w s p a p e r s as wel l as in E . B. O 'Ca l l aghan ' s c o m p i l a 
t ions of d o c u m e n t s . Other p r i m a r y s o u r c e s of ma jo r i m p o r t a n c e , 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y in connect ion with the colonial pe r iod , a r e P o u c h o t ' s 
M e m o i r Upon the L a t e War in Nor th A m e r i c a , G a b r i e l ' s r e l a t i o n of 
Des Androu ins ' r e c o l l e c t i o n s , M a l a r t i c ' s Jou rna l des Campagnes 
au Canada de 1755 a 1760, and the d e s c r i p t i o n of Vaudreu i l , Bigot, 
M o n t c a l m , B o u r l a m a q u e , and Bougainvi l le in Henry Raymond C a s -
g r a i n ' s M a n u s c r i p t s of M a r s h a l l de L e v i s . 

The p a p e r s of Sh i r l ey , Gage, Ha ld imand , A m h e r s t , Loudoun, 
Johnson , and o t h e r s in va r ious d e p o s i t o r i e s o r in p r in ted f o r m a r e 
equal ly i m p o r t a n t s o u r c e s . The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e and r e p o r t s of many 
l e s s p rominen t p e r s o n s a l so a r e of cons ide rab l e value for e x a m p l e , 
the p a p e r s of Capta in Housman Broad l ey of the Royal Navy that a r e 
in the Publ ic R e c o r d s Office and a l so a r e r e p r i n t e d in Volume XIII 
of the New York State H i s t o r i c a l Associat ion 's P r o c e e d i n g s . 

Desp i t e the wea l th of p r i m a r y s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s , only a c o m 
p a r a t i v e l y few good s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s an example is F r a n c i s 
P a r k m a n ' s Montca lm and Wolfe , publ ished in 1884 deal in de ta i l 
with even a s egmen t of the h i s t o r y of Oswego's fo r t i f i ca t ions . In a 
footnote at the end of a chap te r on Oswego in Montca lm and Wolfe, 
P a r k m a n o b s e r v e d , "The publ ished plans and drawings of Oswego 
at th i s t i m e a r e v e r y i nexac t . " The s i tua t ion r e g r e t a b l y has not 
i m p r o v e d e i the r in r e g a r d to the F r e n c h and Indian War or o ther 
pe r i ods in the in te rven ing e ighty- two y e a r s s ince P a r k m a n w r o t e . 

To sugges t plans and m a p of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e as a c c u r a t e h i s 
t o r i c a l s o u r c e s , one m a y point to the D e m t e r - P o w n a l l plan of Oswego ' s 
d e f e n s e s . This plan was p r e p a r e d by George D e m t e r at Albany in 
S e p t e m b e r , 1756, to show the s t a t e of the works at the mouth of the 
Oswego R ive r on May 28 of that y e a r ; t h e r e f o r e , it shows F o r t Oswego, 
the f i r s t F o r t On ta r io , and F o r t George in addit ion to the o the r s t r u c 
t u r e s then s tand ing . It was d rawn for Thomas Pownal l , one of S h i r 
l e y ' s many e n e m i e s , appa ren t ly in r e l a t i o n to ques t ions r a i s e d af ter 
the fall of Oswego to M o n t c a l m . The p lan ' s chief i m p o r t a n c e l i es in 
the a c c u r a c y of i t s r e n d e r i n g of the r e l a t i v e pos i t ions of Oswego ' s 
1756 defenses as wel l as in the de ta i l s of F o r t Oswego, the prof i les 
of the f i r s t F o r t Onta r io and F o r t George , and the loca t ions of o ther 
s t r u c t u r e s on the w e s t s ide of the r i v e r . 

Two other plans r e l a t i n g spec i f ica l ly to F o r t Onta r io among 
t h e s e e a r l i e r m a t e r i a l s d e s e r v e spec i a l ment ion b e c a u s e of t he i r i m 
p o r t a n c e . Both w e r e obtained f rom a l i s t ing of plans of Oswego f o r t i 
f ica t ions compi led by C h a r l e s M. Snyder dur ing a v is i t to London ' s 
Pub l i c R e c o r d s Office in 1964. One is the 1755 plan of the f i r s t F o r t 
Onta r io that b e a r s S h i r l e y ' s g rand iose n a m e for the for t i f ica t ion , the 
F o r t of the Six Na t ions . This plan shows in l a r g e s c a l e the fo rm the 
f i r s t F o r t Onta r io was to take and it i s the bes t s o u r c e ava i lab le for 
the use and a r r a n g e m e n t of the buildings in tended to be e r e c t e d i n s i d e . 
Toge the r with the plan and prof i le of th is for t tha t appea r on the D e m 
t e r - P o w n a l l r e n d e r i n g and ano ther p lan p r e p a r e d by Wil l iam A l e x a n d e r , 
S h i r l e y ' s s e c r e t a r y and l a t e r the " L o r d S t i r l i n g " of Revo lu t iona ry War 
f a m e , a g r e a t many of the con t r ad ic t ions posed by c o n t e m p o r a r y w r i t -
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ten d e s c r i p t i o n s of the f i r s t F o r t Onta r io can be r e s o l v e d . 
A ve ry i m p o r t a n t d i s c o v e r y , a l so in the Publ ic R e c o r d s 

Office hold ings , is a 1759 plan by L ieu tenan t Thomas S o w e r s , the 
B r i t i s h A r m y Eng inee r r e s p o n s i b l e for cons t ruc t i on of the second 
F o r t O n t a r i o . This plan shows the p r o g r e s s of cons t ruc t ion on the 
second for t between August 1 7, 1759, and the end of work in the 
fall of that y e a r . It a l so shows a p r e l i m i n a r y configuart ion for the 
outer w o r k s to be begun in the sp r ing of 1760; however m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t l y it shows as wel l the outl ine of the t e m p o r a r y field 
for t i f icat ion e r e c t e d by Colonel F r e d e r i c k Ha ld iman that stood on 
the F o r t Onta r io s i te between June and August , 1759. 

These t e m p o r a r y works w e r e of i r r e g u l a r p a t t e r n to take 
m a x i m u m advantage of topography . Apparen t ly they w e r e c o n s t r u c 
ted of f a c i n e s , s a u c c i o n s , e a r t h , l ogs , and pork and flour b a r r e l s . 
They w e r e has t i l y built to p ro t ec t the supply base at Oswego for 
the P r i d e a u x - J o h n s o n expedit ion aga ins t F o r t N i a g a r a and w e r e 
a t tached unsuccess fu l ly by the F r e n c h and Indians under Sa in t -Luc 
de la Corne and the Abbe F r a n c o i s P icque t opera t ing f rom Oswega t -
chie or La P r e s e n t a t i o n on July 5 and 6, 1759. The field works cut 
a c r o s s the probably s i te of the f i r s t F o r t Onta r io and a lso a c r o s s the 
iden t ica l s i t e s of the second and t h i r d f o r t s ; t h e r e f o r e , t he i r r e m o v a l 
was n e c e s s a r y in o r d e r to begin cons t ruc t i on of the second F o r t 
On ta r io in August , 1759. 

The Sowers 1759 plan is the only one d i s c o v e r e d to date tha t 
shows th is field for t i f ica t ion, a work whose succes s fu l defense by 
Hald imand with his Royal A m e r i c a n s and New York mi l i t i a was 
e s s e n t i a l to the safety of the P r i d e a u x - J o h n s o n force and to the 
eventua l fal l of F o r t N iaga ra to the B r i t i s h . 

Another i m p o r t a n t r e - d i s c o v e r y of a p lan was made r igh t in 
Oswego . This p lan, sa id to have been found in the old de L e r y house 
at Boucherv i l l e (near M o n t r e a l ) , was acqu i r ed by the Oswego City 
L i b r a r y a round the t u r n of the twent ie th c e n t u r y . It shows Mon tca lms 1 

at tack on F o r t Oswego, the f i r s t F o r t O n t a r i o , and F o r t G e o r g e . 
Although consul ted by Major W. H. B e r t s c h dur ing the p r e p a r a t i o n 
of his pape r on "The Defenses of Oswego" for the 1913 m e e t i n g of 
the New York State H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , th is plan has languished , 
v i r t ua l l y forgot ten , out of s ight in the L i b r a r y ' s f i l e s . Nei ther 
B e r t s c h or those h i s t o r i a n s who followed h im m a d e a success fu l 
a t t empt to t r a n s l a t e fully the F r e n c h key and exp lana to ry n o t e s . 

With the a s s i s t a n c e of M r s . C h a r l e s Wells and o t h e r s , a t r a n s 
la t ion was m a d e in the fall of 1965 and the notes w e r e found to con
t r i b u t e a number of useful de ta i l s to knowledge of Oswego ' s defenses 
in 1756 as we l l as of the c o u r s e of M o n t c a l m ' s a t t ack . F o r example , 
th i s s o u r c e conf i rms tha t F o r t Oswego was a c r e n e l a t e d work with a 
m e d i e v a l defensive fea tu re known as a m a c h i c o u l i s to p e r m i t f i re f rom 
above to be d i r e c t e d toward the heads of an a t tacking e n e m y . It a l so 
ind ica te s that M o n t c a l m ' s Canadian t r oops w e r e appa ren t ly of the 
Compagnie F r a n c h e de la M a r i n e , f r ee compan ie s e spec i a l l y r e c r u i t -
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ed for colonial s e r v i c e , not m i l i t i a as s o m e t i m e s s t a t ed , and t e l l s the 
d i spos i t ion of M o n t c a l m ' s u n i t s . Of c o u r s e , M o n t c a l m ' s r e g u l a r s 
w e r e the infan t ry of the La S a r r e R e g i m e n t , the Guyenne R e g i m e n t , 
and the B e a m Reg imen t as we l l as the cannonn ie r s and b o m b a r d i e r s 
of the Roya l A r t i l l e r y . 

The e a r l i e s t of a l l of Oswego ' s d e f e n s e s , F o r t Oswego, be 
gan as "a s tone house of s t r eng th , " to quote the d e s c r i p t i o n of 
New York ' s g o v e r n o r , Wil l iam Burne t , who o r d e r e d i ts c o n s t r u c 
t ion jus t one y e a r after a s o - c a l l e d " c a s t l e " of stone had been 
begun by the F r e n c h at N i a g a r a . The post at N i a g a r a had b e e n 
intended to s e c u r e the out le t of the N i a g a r a R ive r p a s s a g e into 
Lake On ta r io , to e s t ab l i sh F r e n c h con t ro l over the Seneca Nation 
of the gene ra l ly p r o - B r i t i s h I roquois Confederacy , and to offer 
a t r a d i n g post to i n t e r c e p t t r a d e f rom the Indians of the upper 
Grea t Lakes Michigan , S u p e r i o r , and Huron that had been 
a t t r a c t e d to Oswego s ince 1722 by the l a r g e r quant i ty , g r e a t e r 
qual i ty , and cheape r p r i c e of t r a d e goods offered by Albany t r a d e r s . 

F o r t Oswego, of c o u r s e , would p r o t e c t t h r e e things the 
ac t iv i t i e s of the Albany t r a d e r s , the Oswego-Seneca R ive r a c c e s s 
to the home count ry of the I roquo i s , and the Oswego-One ida -Mohawk 
rou te to the s e t t l e m e n t s of the P r o v i n c e of New York . It a l so 
would offer a fort if ied base for poss ib le d i s rup t ion of the F r e n c h 
l ine of supply and communica t ion th rough Lake Onta r io to t he i r 
w e s t e r n pos ts and a s taging a r e a for a t t acks on the F r e n c h for t s 
a round the p e r i m e t e r of Lake Onta r io or even for a t t acks on the 
a l l - i m p o r t a n t towns of M o n t r e a l and Quebec via the St. L a w r e n c e 
R i v e r . Oswego was the f i r s t t oe -ho ld of the Br i t i sh E m p i r e on 
the inland s e a s of the Grea t Lakes and it was point of d i r e c t cha l 
lenge to the dominion of F r a n c e . 

F o r t Oswego for m a n y y e a r s cons i s t ed of a s ingle t w o - s t o r y 
s tone building m e a s u r i n g f i f ty-s ix feet by t w e n t y - s i x feet . T h e r e 
is some unce r t a in ty as to whether or not th is building had a flat 
roof "with c r e n e l a t e d s ide and end wal l s and s e v e r a l s m a l l o n e - s t o r y 
t o w e r s on the top of the roof "when f i r s t buil t in 1727; however , 
a ske tch m a d e by a F r e n c h spy in 1749 shows these f ea tu re s to have 
been p r e s e n t by that t i m e . S e v e r a l s o u r c e s , including the key to 
the D e m t e r - P o w n a l l plan, ment ion a cover ing of wooden sh ing l e s , 
but i t is not c l e a r whe ther th is r e f e r s to the roof, the side and 
end w a l l s , or the s m a l l t o w e r s . 

The locat ion of F o r t Oswego was on r e l a t ive ly low ground 
i m m e d i a t e l y adjacent to the t r ad ing a r e a at the wes t s ide of the 
Oswego R i v e r ' s mouth . Because th is locat ion was commanded by 
a r idge to the wes t and by a bluff on the eas t s ide of the r i v e r 
both of which would offer exce l len t a r t i l l e r y pos i t ions to any a t 
tacking force it should have been r e a d i l y apparen t that F o r t 
Oswego ' s s i te was of poor tac j a l defensive value . 

F o u r t e e n y e a r s p a s s e d between the o r ig ina l cons t ruc t ion 
and the f i r s t a t t empt to i m p r o v e F o r t Oswego ' s d e f e n s e s . In 1741, 
funds w e r e a p p r o p r i a t e d for an addit ion in the fo rm of a U-shaped 
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stone wa l l , four teen feet high and two and one-half feet th ick, 
wi th two i n t e g r a l b lockhouses . This wa l l was poor ly buil t of 
soft s tone with mud and c lay r a t h e r than cemen t or m o r t a r 
jo ining the s t o n e s . By the m i d - 1 7 5 0 ' s s a lu t e guns le t along 
a r t i l l e r y p i ece s used in a sus t a ined bat t le could not be f i red 
f rom it for fear of co l l apse . 

The p r ev ious ly ment ioned F r e n c h s p y ' s 1749 ske tch of F o r t 
Oswego sugges t s the s t rong s i m i l a r i t y in a p p e a r a n c e between that 
for t and a m e d i e v a l c a s t l e . The once t r a d i t i o n a l c a s t l e type of 
defens ive works had been outmoded s ince the m i d - f o u r t e e n t h 
cen tu ry and was dange rous ly exposed to a r t i l l e r y f i r e ; howeve r , 
on the s h o r e of Lake Onta r io in the m i d - e i g h t e e n t h cen tu ry stood 
a for t i f ica t ion s i m i l a r l y des igned , ou tmoded , and exposed . The 
Br i t i sh r e a l i z e d this vu lne rab i l i t y v i r tua l ly f rom 1727 - - they 
s i m p l y r e l i e d on the a s s u m p t i o n tha t the F r e n c h or anyone e l s e 
neve r would be able to t r a n s p o r t a r t i l l e r y p ieces of any s ize into 
the i n t e r i o r of Nor th A m e r i c a . 

St i l l another four teen y e a r s w e r e to e l apse between 1741 
and 1755 before an a t t empt was m a d e to c o n s t r u c t ou ter works 
of e a r t h on F o r t Oswego ' s l andward s ides to p rov ide a f i r s t l ine 
of defense and to shield the s tone s t r u c t u r e f rom the pene t r a t i ng 
effect of low t r a j e c t o r y cannons . Dur ing t h e s e y e a r s F o r t Oswego 
a l m o s t inva r i ab ly was weakly g a r r i s o n e d and poor ly suppl ied, 
u sua l ly b e c a u s e of i n t e r n a l p rov inc i a l pol i t ica l p r o b l e m s affecting 
the g o v e r n o r s and the A s s e m b l y . Main tenance for the post was a 
p rov inc ia l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and on at l e a s t one occas ion the neg lec t 
of the t r oops in g a r r i s o n at the post let to mut iny . 

F o r t Oswego r e m a i n e d l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a p lace of quick 
refuge for the Albany t r a d e r s and t he i r goods dur ing m o s t of i ts 
e x i s t e n c e . As la te as May, 1756, the b lockhouse intended for 
s t o r a g e of a r t i l l e r y s t o r e s was filled m a i n l y with t r a d e m e r c h a n 
d i se while m i l i t a r y suppl ies and p rov i s ions w e r e piled outs ide 
and exposed to w e a t h e r aga ins t the no r th wal l for want of s t o r a g e 
s p a c e . 

The beginning of outer works around F o r t Oswego f i r s t 
at the o r d e r of John B r a d s t r e e t and then on an expanded sca l e at 
the o r d e r of Sh i r l ey as wel l as the s t a r t of work on the f i r s t 
F o r t Onta r io and on F o r t George was the f i r s t a t t empt to provide 
the mou th of the Oswego R i v e r with an i n t e g r a t e d s y s t e m of defense 
on both its e a s t and wes t s i d e s . F o r scout ing and defense as wel l 
as offensive ac t ion on the lake i tself cons t ruc t i on a l so was begun 
of a s m a l l squadron of seven naval v e s s e l s , the f i r s t Br i t i sh sa i l s 
on the Grea t L a k e s , in 1755. 

The p r o b l e m , of c o u r s e , was "too l i t t l e , too l a t e " insofar as 
provid ing an adequate defensive s y s t e m at Oswego was c o n c e r n e d . 
It is h a r d to see how Sh i r l ey could have done m u c h m o r e than he did 
given the s i tua t ion at Oswego as he found i t , the r e s o u r c e s at his 
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i m m e d i a t e c o m m a n d , and the o b s t a c l e s in his pa th . Ce r t a in ly 
Sh i r l ey ruffled a number of Yorke r f e a t h e r s by t ry ing to change 
the n a m e of F o r t Oswego to F o r t P e p p e r r e l to honor a M a s s a c h u 
se t t s h e r o of King G e o r g e ' s War and by other p o l i c i e s . His d i s 
pute with S i r Wil l iam Johnson , a lways a difficult p e r s o n a l i t y at 
be s t , mul t ip l i ed his a l r e a d y ac t ive e n e m i e s . Sh i r l ey at l e a s t 
t r i e d to provide a m e a s u r e of badly needed p ro tec t ion wi th the 
m a t e r i a l s and t i m e ava i l ab le . 

It has long been known that F o r t George , begun on Oct . 10, 
1755, was s t i l l unfinished and not r e a d i l y defensible when Mont
ca lm began his s iege ope ra t ions at Oswego on August 10, 1756. 
It is often a s s u m e d that F o r t George was intended to be a typ ica l 
s q u a r e for t with four bas t ions ; however , the 1755 plan bea r ing 
S h i r l e y ' s n a m e for th is for t , New F o r t Oswego, ind ica te s the 
even if f inished it would have been a s q u a r e with bas t ions at only 
t h r e e of i t s four c o r n e r s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , whi le the o r ig ina l intent was to e r e c t a s t e ep 
r a m p a r t on the south and w e s t c u r t a i n w a l l s , the nor th and eas t 
c u r t a i n s only w e r e to be p a l i s a d e d . Of c o u r s e , the s h o r t a g e of 
w o r k m e n and the a r r i v a l of Mon tca lm saw the B r i t i s h r e g u l a r s 
and the colonial m i l i t i a has t i l y t r y ing to comple te a l l four c u r 
t a i n s and the t h r e e bas t ions with p a l i s a d e s s ince the e a r t h s e c 
t ions of the r a m p a r t s s t i l l w e r e too far f rom the height needed . 
Intended to q u a r t e r a g a r r i s o n of seven ty m e n and four o f f i c e r s , 
F o r t George was p ro jec ted to contain eight buildings and a pow-
m a g a z i n e , a l l abut t ing into the long c u r t a i n or s t r a i g h t s ides of 
the s q u a r e ; however , it is doubtful if m o r e than four l e a n - t o - l i k e 
b a r r a c k s ac tua l ly w e r e bui l t . 

Although both F o r t Oswego and F o r t George w e r e d e s t r o y e d 
comple te ly by Montca lm along wi th the f i r s t F o r t O n t a r i o in 1756 
and no other m i l i t a r y works e v e r w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d on t he i r s i t e s , 
the p l a n n e r s of Oswego ' s defenses continued for some t i m e to e n t e r 
t a in thoughts of an in t eg ra t ed s y s t e m of for t i f ica t ions on both s ides 
of the r i v e r . 

The e a r l i e s t of t h e s e pos t -1756 plans was p r e p a r e d by 
Wil l iam B r a s i e r in May, 1759, as a B r i t i s h a r m y under Br igad i e r 
Gene ra l John P r i d e a u x p r e p a r e d to r e o c c u p y Oswego dur ing the 
N i a g a r a campaign . B r a s i e r ' s p r o p o s a l was for one l a r g e four -
bas t ioned r e c t a n g u l a r for t with one o r , if p o s s i b l e , two outlying 
r a v e l i n s on the F o r t Onta r io s i t e . He a l so p ro jec ted a s m a l l 
s e m i - c i r c u l a r b a t t e r y with d e m i - b a s t i o n s on the e a s t e r n m o s t 
por t ion of the F o r t Oswego s i te and an odd-shaped b lockhouse 
s u r r o u n d e d by e a r t h r a m p a r t s of a s q u a r e des ign on the F o r t 
George s i t e . The des ign of the f o u r - b a s t i o n e d r e c t a n g u l a r p e r 
m a n e n t for t on the F o r t O n t a r i o s i t e i s s t r ik ing ly s i m i l a r to the 
B r i t i s h - b u i l t r e v i s i o n of the f o r m e r F r e n c h F o r t Car i l lon , F o r t 
T i c o n d e r o g a . 

An undated and unnamed plan for the F o r t Onta r io s i t e s o m e -
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what s i m i l a r to the B r a s i e r - c o n c e i v e d w o r k jus t ment ioned has been 
found in the King ' s Maps Col lect ion and sugges t s in plan or t r a c e a 
s q u a r e fou r -ba s t i oned for t i f ica t ion with n u m e r o u s m u l t i - s t o r y bui ld
ings and s t eep m a s o n r y - f a c e d r a m p a r t s a l so shown in p rof i l e . A 
number of bui ldings shown on this anonymous ly d rawn plan w e r e to be 
loca ted nea r the lads ide bluff on a c o v e r e d way outs ide the ma in works 
but ins ide the outer works as wel l as ins ide the m a i n works t h e m s e l v e s . 

In the 1750's any p e r m a n e n t Br i t i sh for t i f ica t ion built p r i m a r i l y 
of s tone or b r i c k was to have i ts plan approved in advance in London 
to p reven t a p ro l i f e ra t ion of pos ts cos t ly to build and expens ive to 
m a i n t a i n . It may be that the plan jus t men t ioned was p r e p a r e d for 
such an approva l it c e r t a i n l y would have r e q u i r e d London ' s e n d o r s e 
m e n t before being built but. such ex tens ive plans usua l ly w e r e p r e 
p a r e d and approved well in advance of the ac tua l oppor tuni ty for con
s t r u c t i o n to begin . F o r e x a m p l e , Major Gene ra l Edward Braddock 
c a r r i e d with him on his i l l - f a t ed 1755 campa ign the a l r e a d y approved 
plans for a f ive -bas t ioned pentagonal for t to be e r e c t e d on the s i te of 
F o r t Duquesne after the ant ic ipa ted cap tu re of of that post which w e r e 
not too m a r k e d l y different f rom the plans followed in the e r e c t i o n of 
F o r t P i t t five y e a r s l a t e r . 

Author iza t ion f o r ' c o n s t r u c t i o n of for t i f ica t ions of l e s s l o n g - l a s t 
ing or expens ive m a t e r i a l s such as wood and ea r th could be given on 
the au thor i ty of a- local m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d e r or h is i m m e d i a t e supe r io r . 
Upon occas ion e r ec t i on of a for t i f icat ion and speci f ica t ion of the g e n e r a l 
type of des ign to be followed was d i r e c t e d by the c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f 
in North A m e r i c a ; however , the adapta t ion of the design to the p a r t i c u l a r 
locat ion and o ther de ta i l s w e r e left to the des igna ted m i l i t a r y e n g i n e e r . 
An example of th is p r o c e d u r e was Major Genera l J a m e s A b e r c r o m b y ' s 
o r d e r th rough Br igad i e r Genera l John Stanwix in 1758 for the c o n s t r u c 
t ion of F o r t Stanwix. 

B r i g a d i e r Genera l Thomas Gage l a t e r a m a j o r g e n e r a l and 
c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f in Nor th A m e r i c a who mos t A m e r i c a n s r e m e m b e r 
only as the officer that sent the r e d c o a t s up B r e e d ' s Hill and Bunker 
Hil l a t the beginning of the Revo lu t ionary War r e t u r n e d to Oswego 
from the r e c e n t l y cap tu red F o r t N iaga ra in m i d - A u g u s t , 1759, to face 
the dec i s ion of a p e r m a n e n t for t i f icat ion on the F o r t Onta r io s i te to 
r e p l a c e Ha ld imand ' s t e m p o r a r y field w o r k s . On August 17, the day 
after his a r r i v a l , Gage approved the plan p roposed by Sowers for a 
f ive -bas t ioned pentagonal fort and toge ther they m a r k e d out the ground 

events w i tnes sed by Major Gene ra l Sir Wil l iam Johnson and duly 
r e c o r d e d in his journa l of the N iaga ra campa ign . 

Addit ional works at the mouth of the Oswego Rive r w e r e not 
in i t ia l ly cons ide red by Gage and Sowers ; however , another plan, un
dated but bel ieved to be between 1760 and 1763 and s igned by Wil l iam 
B r a s i e r , p roposed a seven-gun b a t t e r y adjacent but connected to the 
second F o r t O n t a r i o . B r a s i e r , s t i l l conce rned with wes t side defenses , 
a l so p roposed on this plan submi t ted to the chief eng ineer in North 
A m e r i c a a r e f inement of his 1759 ideas another type of ba t t e ry on 
the F o r t Oswego s i te and a s i zab le five s ided , w e d g e - s h a p e d for t i f ica-
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t ion p i e r c e d for fifteen guns on the F o r t George s i t e . This l a t t e r 
for t i f ica t ion , it was sugges ted , should be su r rounded by a d i tch , 
a c o v e r e d way with t r a v e r s e s , and a g l a c i s . 

Another f ea tu re of this second B r a s i e r plan, inc identa l ly , is 
tha t it shows an exce l len t profi le view of the second F o r t Onta r io 
as it ac tua l ly was built and the only de ta i led plans and e leva t ions 
yet d i s c o v e r e d of the ma in buildings within that fo r t . Addit ional 
f e a t u r e s of the second F o r t Onta r io for e x a m p l e , the locat ion 
of the f o r t y - s i x a r t i l l e r y e m b r a s u r e s through the p a r a p e t s of the 
m a i n works and de ta i l s of the d r a w b r i d g e over the ditch can be 
gleaned f rom a 1763 plan p r e p a r e d by Sowers to show the p r o g r e s s 
of cons t ruc t ion by that da t e . 

The c h a r a c t e r of the second F o r t Onta r io is sugges ted bes t , 
p e r h a p s , by two c o n t e m p o r a r y d r a w i n g s . The f i r s t was m a d e in 
1760 by one of the off icers in Major Gene ra l Jeffery A m h e r s t ' s 
expedi t ion aga ins t M o n t r e a l . It looks f rom the F o r t George s i te 
a c r o s s the F o r t Oswego s i te toward the second F o r t O n t a r i o . In 
the fo reground a r e the r e m a n e n t s of F o r t Oswego ' s ou ter w o r k s , 
long a w e s t s ide land m a r k , and next to F o r t Onta r io a r e some of 
the huts and t en t s that in 1760 w e r e being used to a c c o m m o d a t e 
A m h e r s t ' s 10, 000 m e n . 

The second c o n t e m p o r a r y drawing was m a d e in 1761 by 
L ieu tenan t F r a n c i s P f i s t e r of the 1st Bat ta l ion, 60th Foot or Royal 
A m e r i c a n R e g i m e n t . It is the only c o n t e m p o r a r y p e r s p e c t i v e view 
of a B r i t i s h for t i f ica t ion in colonia l A m e r i c a n known to ex i s t . 
C l e a r l y shown a r e the s t r u c t u r a l f e a t u r e s of the for t i f ica t ion and 
the V a u b a n - i n s p i r e d adapta t ion of a for t i f ica t ion to the topography 
of a given loca t ion . 

L a r g e s ca l e addi t ions to the defenses at Oswego or new fo r 
t i f ica t ions on the wes t s ide of the Oswego R ive r such as those p r o 
posed by B r a s i e r w e r e r e n d e r e d super f luous after 1759 or 1760 by 
the t r i u m p h of B r i t i s h a r m s at N i a g a r a , Quebec , and M o n t r e a l . 
P e r m a n e n t for t i f ica t ions of the na tu re of the second F o r t Onta r io 
w e r e n e c e s s a r y only aga ins t an enemy fighting in the E u r o p e a n 
m a n n e r of s iege w a r f a r e and suppor ted by a r t i l l e r y . The F r e n c h 
w e r e r e m o v e d as a t h r e a t f rom the Nor th A m e r i c a n cont inent by 
the T r e a t y of P a r i s h in 1763 and the need was ended for addi t ional 
defenses of th i s type at Oswego as wel l as at o ther p l aces far r e 
moved f rom the t h r e a t of E u r o p e a n a t t ack . 

Indian a t t acks to which the B r i t i s h f ron t ie r was s t i l l exposed 
tended to be of sudden f i e r c e n e s s and s h o r t dura t ion and, of c o u r s e , 
would not employ a r t i l l e r y . The comfor t ab le p r o s p e c t of Britain's 
m i l i t a r y p l a n n e r s was somewha t d i s c o n c e r t e d by the onslaught of 
P o n t i a c ' s Indian a l l ies in 1763 and 1764. All of the s m a l l e r fo r t s 
to the w e s t fell or w e r e abandoned and only the m a j o r p e r m a n e n t 
for t i f ica t ions F o r t N i a g a r a , F o r t De t ro i t , and F o r t P i t t 
he ld . F o r t Onta r io played only a l im i t ed ro l e in th i s new w i l d e r n e s s 
w a r s ince troop's w e r e d i spa tched f rom it to p e r m i t the re l ie f of 
N i a g a r a and l a t e r of D e t r o i t . Although the t enac i ty of the Indians 
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in laying s iege to the ma jo r w e s t e r n pos t s -was v i r tua l ly u n p r e c e 
dented, the su rv iva l of t he i r g a r r i s o n s was due to a l e r t n e s s , ad
vanced w a r n i n g s , adequate p r o v i s i o n s and the t i m e l y a r r i v a l of 
re l ie f f o r c e s r a t h e r than to the inhe ren t qua l i t i e s of the for t i f i ca 
t ions t h e m s e l v e s . 

B r i t a i n ' s Indian policy after 1763 s e e m e d to be a policy of 
d i s e n g a g e m e n t insofar as p r a c t i c a l i t y p e r m i t t e d . Onta r io guarded 
the i m p o r t a n t l ine of communica t ion to the s m a l l number of w e s t e r n 
m i l i t a r y pos t s and to the w e s t e r n Indian n a t i o n s . It s e r v e d in 1766 
as the point for the i m p o r t a n t conference be tween Johnson and the 
defeated Pont iac that ended the Indian r e b e l l i o n . 

The pos t a t Oswego was not needed to enforce the c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
l imi t a t ion on w e s t e r n s e t t l e m e n t se t for th in the P r o c l a m a t i o n of 
1763 and it lay beyond the 1768 F o r t Stanwix T r e a t y l ine . In the face 
of i n c r e a s i n g difficulty with colonial e l e m e n t s l a r g e l y concen t r a t ed 
in the s e a c o a s t towns and the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of i n c r e a s i n g the m i l i t a r y 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t a s s igned to Nor th A m e r i c a n duty, Gage, act ing as 
c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f , was forced to a pol icy f i r s t of r e t r e n c h m e n t 
and then of abandonment in r e g a r d to w e s t e r n p o s t s . The l ine of 
m i l i t a r y supply and communica t ion to the i n c r e a s i n g l y fewer number 
of f ron t i e r fo r t s that w e r e m a i n t a i n e d was shifted th rough the Q u e -
b e c - M o n t r e a l - S t . L a w r e n c e route and away f rom the old Mohawk-
One ida -Oswego r o u t e . 

Dur ing the Revo lu t ionary W a r , F o r t Onta r io s e r v e d as the s i te 
for Colonel Guy Johnson ' s 1775 war confe rence with Joseph Brandt 
and other I roquois chiefs , as one of the points of exodus to Canada 
for d i sp laced Loya l i s t s f rom the Mohawk Valley as a base for St. 
L e g e r ' s phase of the Grand Campaign of 1777, and as a s topping off 
p lace for L o y a l i s t - I r o q u o i s r a i s i n g p a r t i e s . None of t he se functions 
r e q u i r e d ex tens ive defens ive w o r k s . 

A de t achmen t of the 3rd New York Reg imen t of the Cont inental 
Line under L ieu tenant Thomas McCle l l an a r r i v e d in the s u m m e r of 
1778 to bu rn the t e m p o r a r i l y abandoned second F o r t Onta r io and found 
one woman and a f o u r t e e n - y e a r - o l d boy inhabi t ing one of the bu i ld ings . 
The extent of r e a l d e s t r u c t i o n accompl i shed by M c C l e l l a n ' s fo rce is 
ques t ionab le ce r t a in ly the wooden buildings w e r e vu lne rab le and 
w e r e at l e a s t pa r t i a l l y burned but it is doubtful if too much damage 
was done to the defenses t h e m s e l v e s . In r e s p o n s e to r e p e a t e d demands 
f rom those I roquois chiefs s t i l l loyal to the Crown that w e r e ignored 
by Sir Guy Car l e ton and to the danger of A m e r i c a n use of the Oneida-
O s w e g o - O n t a r i o - S t . L a w r e n c e rou te to a t tack Mon t rea l and Quebec , 
Hal imand now g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l of Canada was a l e r t enough 
to o r d e r F o r t Onta r io r e p a i r e d and r e g a r r i s o n e d in 1782. 

Whatever effect t h e s e events had upon the w o r k s , it is doubtful 
if the for t i f icat ion changed in 1782 in a m a n n e r that s ignif icant ly i m 
proved i ts defensive q u a l i t i e s . B r i t i sh t r oops r e m a i n e d at F o r t Onta r io 
unt i l 1796 as in the ca se of the six o ther "Nor thwes t P o s t s , " but the 
works probably d e t e r i o r a t e d m a r k e d l y as effective d e f e n s e s . In the 
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case of an e a r t h and t i m b e r for t i f ica t ion the f i r s t decay usua l ly 
b e c a m e evident within five y e a r s of i t s con t ruc t ion and the a v e r a g e 
life of such a for t was only for ty y e a r s . The r e p a i r s m a d e in 1782 
w e r e p r inc ipa l ly to buildings burned in 1778 r a t h e r than to r a m p a r t s , 
t r a v e r s e s , t imfeerwork, and p a l i s a d e s ; t h e r e f o r e , the ac tua l defenses 
begun in 1759 w e r e nea r ing the end of the i r usefu lness in the 1790 ' s . 

An in t r iguing pr in t f rom a 1798 book on the Genesee count ry 
shows not only the f i r s t p e r m a n e n t civil s e t t l e m e n t at the mouth of the 
Oswego River but a l so F o r t O n t a r i o . It is not known whe the r or not the 
a r t i s t had seen the scene f i r s thand now i s it known whe the r or not changes 
f rom the o r ig ina l d rawing might have been m a d e in the p r i n t e r ' s cut; 
howeve r , the pr in t shows what c l e a r l y m u s t be t w o - s t o r y bui ldings p r o 
t r ud ing over the top of the r a m p a r t s and it dep ic t s the f lagpole as being 
in a different bas t ion than the f lagpoles indica ted by e a r l i e r p i c t u r e s of 
the second F o r t O n t a r i o . P e r h a p s t he se f e a t u r e s cons t i tu te changes 
m a d e in the 1782 r e p a i r s , but without conf i rming evidence th is r e m a i n s 
only specu la t ion . 

F r o m 1796 unti l 1803 or 1804 the for t was occupied by a s m a l l 
g a r r i s o n of United Sta tes r e g u l a r s ; however , it was abandoned again 
b e c a u s e of the need for t r o o p s to g a r r i s o n pos t s in the newly acqu i r ed 
L o u i s i a n a P u r c h a s e and of the budge ta ry economies of the Je f fe r son 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . In 1807 or 1808 the post was used t e m p o r a r i l y by New 
York State m i l i t i a enforc ing the loca l ly unpopular r e s t r i c t i o n s on t r a d e 
tha t w e r e a p a r t of Je f fe r son ian neu t r a l i t y pol icy. 

The yea r 1812 saw the r e t u r n of m i l i t i a and the d e c l a r a t i o n of a 
second w a r with Br i t a in . Nei ther of the two a t t acks on Oswego and 
F o r t Onta r io dur ing the War of 1812 w e r e p r e c e e d e d by m u c h i m p r o v e 
m e n t in the d e f e n s e s . E a r t h w o r k s on the w e s t s ide of the r i v e r p o s 
s ib ly the faint out l ines of F o r t Oswego ' s ou ter works w e r e used 
t e m p o r a r i l y as a sham c a m p in 1813 to dece ive the g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l of 
Canada , Major Genera l Sir George P r e v o s t , and C o m m o d o r e Si r J a m e s 
Lucas Yeo as to the s t r eng th of Oswego ' s defenses and the feeble B r i 
t i s h landing fo rce was r e p u l s e d by the m i x e d United S ta tes r e g u l a r s and 
m i l i t i a ga the red at and nea r F o r t O n t a r i o . 

The following y e a r , 1814, the B r i t i s h r e t u r n e d in g r e a t e r s t r e n g t h 
under L ieu tenan t Genera l Sir Gordon D r u m m o n d and Yeo. Desp i t e the 
e r e c t i o n of a one-gun t e m p o r a r y b a t t e r y to the no r th or n o r t h e a s t of 
F o r t On ta r io , the polygot fo rce of A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r s , s a i l o r s , and 
m i l i t i a was ove rwhe lmed after a s h a r p b a t t l e . 

Two c o n t e m p o r a r y p r i n t s , both B r i t i s h , p i c t u r e th i s l a t t e r en 
gagement but ne i the r p r in t is v e r y helpful concern ing the a p p e a r a n c e 
of the for t i f ica t ion . The two differ cons ide r ab ly in the depic t ion of the 
topography and both ind ica te in t h e i r t i t l e s t ha t the a t t ack was aga ins t 
F o r t Oswego. A th i rd p r in t of the 1814 ba t t l e , publ ished in 1964 and 
d r a w n by R o b e r t Ste inen, is based on both of the B r i t i s h p r i n t s and con
c e n t r a t e s on the B r i t i s h landing r a t h e r than on the for t i f i ca t ion . 

The burning of the second F o r t O n t a r i o ' s bui ldings following i ts 
c ap tu re by the D r u m m o n d - Y e o f o r c e s ended that fo r t i f i ca t ion ' s ac t ive 
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u s e . Between May 6, 1814, and the news of peace e a r l y in 1815, 
m i l i t a r y and naval suppl ies for Sackets H a r b o r continued to find the i r 
way down the Oswego Rive r and along the sho re of Lake Onta r io wi th
out benefit of a for t to p ro t ec t t hem at the point of t r a n s h i p m e n t . After 
the War of 1812 merc i fu l ly ended, the ru in s of the for t w e r e s c o u r e d 
by c i t i zens of the town for useful building m a t e r i a l s and what l i t t le was 
left by the Br i t i sh was even m o r e thoroughly s t r i p p e d or d i s m a n t l e d . 
I ron h a r d w a r e , s tones f rom the bas t ion b o m b - p r o o f s , and b r i ck f rom 
the t r a v e r s e s found the i r way into c iv i l ian bu i ld ings . By 1838 the h o r i 
zontal t i m b e r s had comple te ly ro t t ed off the wal l s of the ma in works 
and the log pa l i s ades in the d i tch had vanished to ta l ly . The d i r t and 
r o c k s o r ig ina l ly contained by the ho r i zon t a l t i m b e r s of the m a i n works 
had s l ipped into not much m o r e than a rough s c a r on the su r face of 
the e a r t h . 

A w a t e r c o l o r of the mouth of the Oswego Rive r by J a m e s Van 
Cleve , a Grea t Lake capta in , dated 1826 shows r a t h e r p rominen t 
defens ive w o r k s , t w o - s t o r y bu i ld ings , and a pole proudly displaying 
an A m e r i c a n f lag. Adjacent to the for t a p p e a r s Oswego ' s f i r s t l ight 
house and the k e e p e r ' s house the l a t t e r in 1966 being the o ldes t 
building s t i l l s tanding in Oswego that w e r e built by the T r e a s u r y 
D e p a r t m e n t in 1821. This -watercolor a p p e a r s in a s e r i e s of iden t ica l 
s c r a p b o o k s that Van Cleve a s s e m b l e d in the 1870's after his r e t i r e 
m e n t ; howeve r , t h e r e a r e sl ight va r i a t ions in de ta i l s be tween the 
views in the different s c r a p b o o k s . 

It would s e e m probable that the date 1826 was a r b i t r a r i l y 
a s s igned at the t ime the s c r apbooks w e r e made and that the r e n d e r i n g 
of the for t p r o p e r ac tua l ly was d rawn after the th i rd F o r t Onta r io had 
been built between 1839 and 1844. Copies of Van C leve ' s s c rapbooks 
w e r e depos i ted in ma jo r Grea t Lakes p o r t s , and two different v e r s i o n s 
of this w a t e r c o l o r may be seen in .the Oswego City C l e r k ' s office and 
in the Buffalo and E r i e County H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty . 

Another view of the mouth of the Oswego R i v e r , eas i ly avai lable 
for the inspec t ion of Oswego r e s i d e n t s and out -of- town v i s i t o r s , is an 
oil paint ing p r e s e n t l y handing in the L a m p l i g h t e r Room of Howard 
Johnson ' s R e s t a u r a n t in Oswego. This paint ing, done in 1963, shows 
the th i rd F o r t Onta r io as it was m a s k e d by its outer w o r k s ; however , 
it a l so shows the s t e a m s h i p On ta r io , built at Sackets Harbor in 1817 
and broken up at Oswego in 1832, seven y e a r s before the th i rd F o r t 
Onta r io was begun. 

In the late 1830's a s c r i e s of bo rde r inc idents growing out of 
Canada ' s P a t r i o t War and the d i r e c t in te rven t ion in i n t e rna l Canadian 
affa i rs by some A m e r i c a n c i t i zens c l e a r l y with the hope of even
tual ly being able to annex the Br i t i sh colony to the nor th caused 
P r e s i d e n t Mar t in Van Duron to send Major Genera l Winfield Scott to 
the n o r t h e r n f r o n t i e r . Oswego ' s ha rbo r was one of the main points 
of d e p a r t u r e for a r m s and vo lun tee rs being sent into Canada and it 
was a pa r t of Scot t ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s that a g a r r i s o n be r e t u r n e d 
to the mouth of the Oswego Rive r and that a th i rd F o r t Onta r io be 

2 8 



buil t to check this ac t iv i ty . The act ion of Canadian officials in 
se iz ing the A m e r i c a n s t e a m e r Caro l ine and sending her b r i l l i an t ly 
burning over Niaga ra F a l l s con t r ibu ted to a demand that the United 
Sta tes go to war and, if the eventual i ty m a t e r i a l i z e d , the United 
Sta tes a l so would need defenses for i ts ma jo r Lake Onta r io por t 
and for the Oswego a c c e s s to New York ' s s t r a t e g i c cana l s y s t e m . 

Surveys and plans w e r e d rawn in 1838 and Company A, 8th 
United Sta tes Infantry, was sent to Oswego ea r ly in November of 
that yea r to r e g a r r i s o n the pos t . Actual cons t ruc t ion of the th i rd 
F o r t Onta r io was begun in the sp r ing of 1839 under the d i r ec t ion of 
L ieu tenan t Danville L e a d b e t t e r , United Sta tes A r m y E n g i n e e r s . 
Between July 21 and August 30, the s u m m e r of 1839 was paced by 
a p a r a d e of p rominen t p e r s o n a l i t i e s v i s i t ing Oswego and F o r t Onta r io 
to a s s e s s the s i tua t ion and to confer with o b s e r v e r s on the s c e n e . 
Among the v i s i t o r s w e r e Henry Clay, Scott , Wil l iam H. Seward , 

John F o r s y t h , Joel R. P o i n s e t t , and Van Buren r e s p e c t i v e l y 
the chief f igure in the Congre s s and na t iona l e l ade r of the Whig 
p a r t y , the rank ing ma jo r gene ra l of the United Sta tes A r m y , the 
governor of the State of New York, the S e c r e t a r y of S ta te , the 
S e c r e t a r y of War , and the P r e s i d e n t of the United S t a t e s . 

P e a c e and ca lm did not i m m e d i a t e l y r e t u r n to the n o r t h e r n 
f ron t i e r w i tne s s the a t t empt to blow up the Royal Mai l S t e a m e r 
Grea t Br i t a in in the h a r b o r at Oswego unti l af ter the W e b s t e r -
Ashbur ton T r e a t y of 1842. Work continued on the t h i r d F o r t Onta r io 
unt i l 1844 and t r oops w e r e kept at the post dur ing the 1840's and 
m o s t of the 1850 ' s . 

A pr in t appear ing in an 1845 volume of h i s t o r i c a l co l lec t ions 
shows the r a m p a r t s of the t h i r d F o r t Onta r io with e x t e r i o r wooden 
r e v e t m e n t before the e r e c t i o n of e i the r buildings ins ide or outer 
w o r k s ou t s ide , depic t s both Oswego ' s f i r s t l ight house and k e e p e r ' s 
house on the e a s t s ide and the second l ighthouse on the w e s t s ide , 
and is labeled "West View of F o r t Oswego . " This p r in t m a y be c o m 
p a r e d to another somewha t b e t t e r known and l a t e r p r in t m a d e about 
1850 that shows the buildings and looks t oward the for t f rom the l a k e . 
This l a t e r p r in t i s t i t l ed " F o r t On ta r io , Oswego R i v e r , New York . " 

Another wel l known p i c tu re of the for t and the town, d rawn on 
s tone by David Wil l iam Moody after a drawing by Lewis B r a d l e y and 
publ ished by Smith B r o s . & Company of New York in 1852, is s imp ly 
capt ioned "Oswego, New York. " In m a n y de ta i l s it is def ic ient as a 
r e c o r d for s t r u c t u r a l decumen ta t ion , but it is c e r t a i n l y among the 
m o s t appeal ing t r e a t m e n t s in i t s pe r iod c h a r m . 

F e a r of d i r e c t Br i t i sh in t e rven t ion in the Civil War to aid the 
Confederacy led to app rop r i a t i on of funds beginning in 1863 for the 
a l r e a d y ment ioned w o r k on defensive i m p r o v e m e n t s at the th i rd F o r t 
Onta r io s e r v e d as an induct ion c e n t e r for vo lun t ee r s and d r a f t e e s , as 
a r e c u p e r a t i o n post for t r o o p s phys ica l ly unfit for front l ine duty, as 
a detent ion point for p r i s o n e r s of w a r and d e s e r t e r s apprehended on 
t he i r way to Canada , and as a hiding place for F e d e r a l gove rnmen t 
r e c o r d s . 
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The F e n i a n ac t iv i t i e s be tween 1866 and 1870 cont inued to 
ag i ta te n o r t h e r n bo rde r r e l a t i ons in the pe r iod i m m e d i a t e l y fol
lowing the Civil War ; however , the end of the F e n i a n r a i d s and the 
ra t i f i ca t ion of the T r e a t y of Washington between the United Sta tes 
and the new c e n t r a l gove rnmen t of Canada finally u s h e r e d in a p r o 
longed pe r iod of f r iendly C a n a d i a n - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s . Although 
c o n s t r u c t i o n at F o r t Onta r io continued for two y e a r s after the 
ra t i f i ca t ion of the new t r e a t y , fu r the r expend i tu res for i m p r o v e 
m e n t s to n o r t h e r n defenses s e e m e d u n w a r r a n t e d under the c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s . Addi t ional ly , the A r m y ' s p r i m a r y a t ten t ion after the Civil 
War r e t u r n e d to the w e s t e r n Indian w a r s ; t h e r e f o r e , a p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
for c o m p l e t i o n of the as yet unfinished v e r t i c a l s c a r p facing and c a s e 
m a t e s c e a s e d . P e r i o d i c a t t empt s to s e c u r e funds to f inish t he se i m 
p r o v e m e n t s a l so failed to win app rova l . 

Upon s e v e r a l occas ions dur ing the n ine teenth cen t u ry the con
cept of addi t iona l defenses on the w e s t s ide of the Oswego R ive r was 
r e v i v e d . F o r e x a m p l e , p r o p o s a l s w e r e m a d e local ly for cons t ruc t ion 
of a s m a l l b a t t e r y e i the r on the F o r t Oswego s i te or on the b r e a k w a 
t e r p i e r ; however , t he se sugges t ions w e r e s t i l l bo rn . 

The l a s t comple te r e v i s i o n of Oswego ' s defenses was p roposed 
in 1897 by Major W. S. Stanton of the United S ta tes A r m y E n g i n e e r s . 
By the la te 1890's the th i rd F o r t Onta r io was a thoroughly outmoded 
defensive in s t a l l a t ion due to the in t roduc t ion of m o d e r n , b r e e c h - l o a d 
ing, r i f led a r t i l l e r y that could lay open the wal l s of e a r t h and m a s o n r y 
for t i f ica t ions with l i t t le difficulty. A f ive -bas t ioned pentagon with 
ab rup t m a s o n r y facing was too vu lne rab l e to m o d e r n s i ege t echn iques 
f rom land and to improved nava l o rdnance f rom w a t e r . 

S tan ton ' s sugges t ions w e r e for a thoroughly m o d e r n defensive 
complex located on both the eas t and w e s t s ides of the Oswego Rive r 
and a l m o s t to ta l ly o r ien ted toward a t tack f rom the wa t e r r a t h e r than 
t o w a r d a t t ack f rom the land. Envis ioned was the comple te d e s t r u c t i o n 
and r e m o v a l of the th i rd F o r t Onta r io and the e r e c t i o n in i ts p lace of 
c o n c r e t e e m p l a c e m e n t s p ro tec t ed with e a r t h for a b a t t e r y of two e ight -
inch coas t a l guns . At roughly the c o r n e r of E a s t Twelfth and Br idge 
S t r e e t s , ano ther conc re t e and e a r t h for t i f ica t ion was p ro jec ted to 
a c c o m m o d a t e a heavy m o r t a r b a t t e r y of eight p i e c e s . To the w e s t 
of the r i v e r on the P a r d e e and E m e r i c k e s t a t e s nea r the c o r n e r of 
Montca lm and Lake S t r e e t s was p ro jec ted a th i rd conc re t e and e a r t h 
complex to be a lmos t ident ica l to the one on the F o r t Onta r io s i te and 
a l so to mount a ba t t e ry of two e igh t - inch c o a s t a l guns . 

The fate of S tan ton ' s p roposa l s was obv ious . Dur ing the la te 
1890's A m e r i c a n at tent ion was focused on Cuba r a t h e r than Canada . 
The expense of such ex tens ive m o d e r n for t i f ica t ions at Oswego in 
r e l a t i on to ant ic ipa ted need was p roh ib i t i ve . The Stanton plans w e r e 
filed with the Office of the Chief of E n g i n e e r s and today may be seen 
in the Nat ional A r c h i v e s . 
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The obso l e scen t c h a r a c t e r of the t h i r d F o r t Onta r io and the l ack 
of any p r e s s i n g need for fur ther defensive i m p r o v e m e n t the post 
ac tua l ly was u n g a r r i s o n e d be tween 1881 and 1884 and again between 
1894 and 1898 as wel l as the pol i t ica l d e s i r a b i l i t y cf not to ta l ly 
d iscont inuing a m i l i t a r y ins t a l l a t ion at Oswego led S e c r e t a r y of War 
El ihu Root to vis i t it in 1903 and to o r d e r conve r s ion of the post 
f rom a defensive fort to a t r a in ing in s t a l l a t i on . 

The phys ica l a l t e r a t i on to a b a t t a l i o n - s i z e t r a in ing pos t was 
accompl i shed between 1903 and 1905, al though after 1904 the work 
was under the au thor i ty of Roo t ' s s u c c e s s o r in the War D e p a r t m e n t 
and c lose pol i t ica l f r iend , Wil l iam Howard Taft. Conducted th rough 
the Q u a r t e r m a s t e r D e p a r t m e n t , the work was s u p e r v i s e d local ly by 
Capta in Wil l iam M. Coulling as cons t ruc t ing q u a r t e r m a s t e r and 
J . L . S m i t h m e y e r as i n s p e c t o r . The outer -works and di tch w e r e 
r e m o v e d , the q u a r r y was f i l led, ex tens ive grading was done, and a 
number of r ed b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s w e r e built on the m i l i t a r y r e s e r v a t i o n . 

The l a s t ev idence of thought toward the potent ia l n e c e s s i t y of 
defensive works on the F o r t On ta r io M i l i t a r y R e s e r v a t i o n a p p e a r s in 
a l e t t e r of F i r s t L ieu tenan t P . S. Bond, Corps of E n g i n e e r s , da ted 
November 1.8, 1903. Bond notes tha t Coul l ing ' s p lans would not p r e 
clude subsequen t imp lemen ta t ion of S tan ton ' s 1897 plans and opposes 
the sugges t ion that the P o s t C e m e t e r y be shifted to the fi l led q u a r r y 
s i t e n e a r the lakeside bank, a p r o t e s t s ignif icant ly los t . 

Among the ac tua l ly c o n s t r u c t e d as wel l as p ro j ec t ed defenses 
of Oswego encoun te red by the h i s t o r i a n a r e a c a s t l e - l i k e for t , an 
e igh t -po in ted s t a r - s h a p e d for t , a t h r e e - b a s t i o n e d s q u a r e fo r t , a four -
bas t ioned r e c t a n g u l a r fo r t , a f ou r -ba s t i oned s q u a r e for t , a t e m p o r a r y 
field for t i f ica t ion , two f ive -bas t ioned pentagonal f o r t s , t h r e e m a s k e d 
coas t a l b a t t e r i e s , and a number of r e d o u b t s , r e t r e n c h e d b a t t e r i e s , 
and o the r m i n o r w o r k s . Taken t o g e t h e r , t h e s e plans for m i l i t a r y in
s t a l l a t ions span the evolut ion of defensive des ign f rom B u r n e t ' s "s tone 
house of s t r e n g t h " to for t i f ica t ions of a type s t i l l being built along the 
c o a s t s of the United Sta tes dur ing World War II . 

Although it is beyond the scope of th is paper to c o n t r a s t the fo r 
t i f ica t ions at Oswego with defenses built at or des igned for o ther l o 
ca t ions , it is submi t ted that t he se for t i f ica t ions and t he i r des igns a r e 
of ma jo r s igni f icance for s tudy, p a r t i c u l a r l y s ince they cons t i tu te a 
c r o s s - s e c t i o n i l l u s t r a t i v e of the m a i n t r e n d s in m i l i t a r y a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
Through the w o r k s buil t and planned for the r e l a t i v e l y l imi t ed geograph
ica l a r e a at the mouth of the Oswego R ive r can be s e e n the changes in 
the s c i ence of m i l i t a r y eng inee r ing and the a r t of for t i f ica t ion des ign 
f rom the m e d i e v a l concept of defense in height to v i r tua l ly the m o s t 
m o d e r n appl ica t ion of defense in depth . 
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PUBLIC AMUSEMENT IN OSWEGO: THE EARLY YEARS 

by D r . Alfred E . R i c k e r t 

The h i s t o r y of the t h e a t r e in Oswego begins in 1801 when Solo
mon Smi th , one of the m o s t notable f igures in the t h e a t r e dur ing 
the f i r s t half of the n ine teenth cen tu ry , was bo rn in a log cabin in 
Oswego . His f a the r , a volunteer in the ba t t le of Bunker Hi l l , was 
one of Oswego ' s e a r l i e s t r e s i d e n t s . F o r his s e r v i c e in the w a r , 
he r e c e i v e d a t r a c t of m i l i t a r y land in the no r th coun t ry . As a 
young m a n Sol Smi th wande red about ups ta t e New York in s e a r c h 
of a t h e a t r e company that would employ h i m . He finally found his 
way into the t h e a t r e in Albany but m e t with l i t t le s u c c e s s . Even tu
ally Sol Smith found fame and d is t inc t ion as a t h e a t r e m a n a g e r in 
St. L o u i s , Mobi le , and New O r l e a n s . It i s doubtful if the m a n who 
begins Oswego ' s t h e a t r e h i s t o r y eve r p e r f o r m e d p ro fes s iona l ly in 
Oswego. 

S e v e r a l f o r m s of p ro fe s s iona l and a m a t e u r public e n t e r t a i n 
m e n t s w e r e p e r f o r m e d jn Oswego before the f i r s t t h e a t r e was s t aged . 
The f i r s t r e f e r e n c e to any fo rm of p ro fe s s iona l public e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
in Oswego was found in the M a r c h 9, 1820 i s s u e of the Oswego P a l 
l ad ium. A d e s c r i p t i o n of a l e c t u r e given by a D r . Thornton on the 
effects of laughing gas was given. The m e d i c i n a l benefi ts and 
s t r a n g e behav io ra l effects w e r e d e s c r i b e d at length in the a r t i c l e . 
The d e m o n s t r a t i o n m u s t have produced quite an effect in the s m a l l 
communi ty . Vo lun t ee r s , among whom w e r e some of the leading 
c i t i z e n s , w e r e used by D r . Thornton to d e m o n s t r a t e the effects of 
the g a s . The an t ics of those r e s p e c t e d gen t l emen m a y wel l have 
been a topic of conve r sa t ion for w e e k s . The r e a c t i o n of one volun
t e e r , the d i s t inguished M r . F . was r e c o r d e d in the Oswego P a l -
lad ium 

M r . F . s t a r t e d fo rward in a f rant ic a t t i tude , 
c ry ing out 'My love , m y d e a r , my del ight , my 
c h a r m e r 1 and dec l a r ed when the effect was over, 
tha t he saw a vis ion of a m o s t beautiful v i rg in , 
and felt the s t r o n g e s t s e n t i m e n t s of love . 2 

No doubt o ther t r ave l l i ng shows and exhibi t ions came to Oswego 
dur ing those e a r l y days . The n e w s p a p e r , however , did not r e c o r d 
any such e v e n t s . The unusual and p e r s o n a l effects produced by the 
laughing gas on the " r e s p e c t e d and dignif ied" c i t i zens probably 
mot iva ted the newspape r to take note of that p a r t i c u l a r exhibi t ion. 
Other shows l e s s s t a r t l i ng in the i r p r e s e n t a t i o n w e r e not not iced . 

Much of the e n t e r t a i n m e n t ava i lab le to the people of Oswego 
before the vil lage was i n c o r p o r a t e d in 1828 was provided by the 
people t h e m s e l v e s . Johnson noted that shor t ly after the War of 1812: 
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the people of Oswego, s t i l l d e b a r r e d from the m o r e 
exci t ing kinds of a m u s e m e n t , d e t e r m i n e d on a g rand 
conce r t , to be held one win te r af ternoon and evening 
at the s c h o o l - h o u s e , to which people from all the 
count ry round should be invi ted . A good l eade r was 
provided , and all the bes t s i n g e r s of the vicini ty w e r e 
duly d r i l l ed in the good old tunes of those e a r l y d a y s . * 

Although we a r e unable to identify t h e m , other such c o n c e r t s un
doubtedly w e r e held for the a m u s e m e n t of the people . 

The Oswego F o r u m provided another kind of a m u s e m e n t 
dur ing the e a r l y y e a r s of the s e t t l e m e n t . The m e e t i n g s , held 
weekly dur ing the long win te r m o n t h s , w e r e for the edif icat ion 
and e n t e r t a i n m e n t of the communi ty . The f i r s t r e f e r e n c e to the 
Oswego F o r u m was found in the M a r c h 29, 1822, i s s u e of the 
Oswego Pa l l ad ium and notified the r e a d e r s that the ques t ion for 
d i s c u s s i o n at the next mee t ing would be , "Is l y i n g in any ca se 
j u s t i f i a b l e ? " Lyceum and l e c t u r e c o u r s e s in Oswego, a l a t e r 
deve lopment which provided e n t e r t a i n m e n t dur ing much of the 
n ineteenth cen tu ry , w e r e a d i r e c t outgrowth of the Oswego F o r u m . 

L i t t l e p ro fe s s iona l public a m u s e m e n t was ava i lab le to the 
e a r l y s e t t l e r s . Aside f rom the occas iona l t r a v e l i n g t roupe or 
exhibi t ion which v i s i ted the a r e a , the f i r s t r e s i d e n t s of Oswego 
provided the i r own e n t e r t a i n m e n t . Two y e a r s after the i n c o r 
pora t ion of the v i l l age , however , enough public a m u s e m e n t was 
ava i lab le to the c i t i zens of Oswego for the co rpo ra t i on to pass 
an o rd inance under the heading of n u i s a n c e s . A l i c e n s e to p e r f o r m , 
which was obtained f rom the Board of T r u s t e e s of the v i l l age , was 
r e q u i r e d for the exhibi t ion 

of wax f igures or pa in t ings , any c a r a v a n or col lec t ion 
of wild an ima l s or foreign b i r d s , or any puppet show or 
m i n o r t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e by puppe ts , or any t a m e 
or wild a n i m a l s , any p h a n t a s m a g o r i a , au tomat ion f igu re , 
a r t i f i c i a l f i r e w o r k s , or o the r show commonly exhibi ted 
by common showmen for money , or for any rope or w i r e 
dance , jugg le r or mountebank."* 

In t e r e s t i ng ly , the t h e a t r e and t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e w e r e not m e n 
t ioned in the o r d i n a n c e . 

The f i r s t known t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e to occu r in Oswego 
was s taged by the Gi lbe r t and T rowbr idge T h e a t r i c a l C o r p s . On 
Sep t ember 30, 1830, th is company p r e s e n t e d George Barnwel l by 
George Li l lo and Lock and Key by P r i n c e H o a r e . P r e v i o u s to 
tha t , probably on Sep t ember 29, Douglas , The Noble Shepherd by 
John Home and The P u r s e by L . Lewis w e r e p e r f o r m e d . The c o m 
pany qui te poss ib ly played m o r e than t h e s e two p e r f o r m a n c e s , but 
no evidence of any addi t ional p e r f o r m a n c e s was ava i l ab l e . The 
loca t ion of the t h e a t r e was not d e t e r m i n e d . The Oswego Hote l , 
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which opened in June , 1830, and was used by the Hubbard and 
Ashley Troupe in the sp r ing of the next y e a r , m a y have been u sed . 
The Welland House , a t h r e e s t o r y b r i ck s t r u c t u r e built in 1828 
which had a ha l l in the upper p a r t of the hotel the s ize of the 
building, m a y have been u sed . Informat ion about this f i r s t t h e a t r e 
i s l i m i t e d . 

The F r e e P r e s s took not ice of the Gi lber t and Trowbr idge 
company and sanct ioned the t r o u p e . The ed i t o r i a l , the f i r s t r ev i ew 
of a t h e a t r e in Oswego, is given in i t s e n t i r e t y . 

T h e a t r e . - The s tage h a s , without doubt, been i n s t r u m e n t a l 
of m u c h h a r m , and when i m p r o p e r l y conducted, i t s evil i s 
without bounds; but when managed with a view to p r e s e n t 
v i r tue in her beautiful d r e s s , and vice in al l h e r deformi ty -
when conducted with a view to laugh at the fol l ies of the day, 
and countenance that which is p r a i s e w o r t h y , it m a y and m u s t 
be i n s t r u m e n t a l of v a s t benefit to the r i s i n g gene ra t i on . We 
m a y r e a d a glowing d e s c r i p t i o n of any pas s ion - of any vice -
of any v i r t u e - we m a y r e a d of the folly of the p a s t , o r the 
w i sdom of the p r e s e n t t i m e , but they cannot , they wil l not 
m a k e so l as t ing an i m p r e s s i o n on the minds as t he i r r e p r e 
sen ta t ion to our s igh t . He re we see in vivid c o l o u r s , the 
fatal end of v i ce , and the final r e w a r d of v i r tue - the p e r a i c -
ious (s ic) effects of indulging in any mal ignan t p a s s i o n , and 
the happy r e s u l t s of pursu ing an even and cons i s t en t c o u r s e 
th rough l i fe , and the l a s t r e w a r d a t tending the exe r t i ons of 
the good. H e r e , in s h o r t , we have the ' m i r r o r held up to 
n a t u r e , ' and al l h e r p e c u l i a r i t i e s r e f l ec ted in bold re l ief . 

Dur ing the l a s t week , we have on s e v e r a l occas ions a t tended 
the exhibi t ions of M e s s r s . Gi lber t and T r o w b r i d g e ' s Thea t 
r i c a l C o r p s , and have been gra t i f ied in t he i r s e l e c t i o n s , and 
p l eased with the i r p e r f o r m a n c e . The i r company a r e far above 
m e d i o c r i t y , and the i r gen t lemanly d e p o r t m e n t both on and off 
the s t a g e , en t i t les them to g e n e r a l r e s p e c t . The i r p ieces 
a p p r e a r to have been se l ec ted with an 'eye s ing le ' to the in
s t ruc t ion and i m p r o v e m e n t of the m i n d , and at the s a m e t ime 
to afford a m u s e m e n t and e n t e r t a i n m e n t . They br ing with 
t hem t e s t i m o n i a l s f rom the m o s t r e s p e c t a b l e n a m e s w h e r e v e r 
they have v is i ted , and in Oswego have cal led toge ther the 
beauty and fashion of the p l a c e . While they continue to p u r 
sue the c o u r s e they have m a r k e d out, s e l ec t ing those p ieces 
only, prof i table to the communi ty , and re j ec t ing al l tha t is 
l icent ious or i m m o r a l , they have our bes t w i s h e s . ' 

Although the e d i t o r of the F r e e P r e s s wro te in suppor t of the t h e a t r e , 
the Oswego Pa l l ad ium ignored the Gi lber t and Trowbr idge company . 
No ment ion of the t h e a t r e a p p e a r e d in that paper nor was the e x i s t 
ence of the t h e a t r e acknowledged in any way. 
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In the sp r ing of 1831, a second t h e a t r i c a l t r o u p e , under 
the banner of Hubbard and Ash ley , c a m e to Oswego for a t h e a t r i c a l 
s e a s o n . Again, the in format ion avai lable is not c o m p l e t e . The 
s e a s o n opened on May 11 , 1831, with a p e r f o r m a n c e of The Honey
moon by John Tobin. F a m i l y J a r s by Joseph Lunn was p r e s e n t e d as 
the a f t e rp i ece . The Hubbard and Ash l ey Troupe p r o s p e r e d in 
Oswego and the i r s e a s o n was a long one . The l a s t r e f e r e n c e to 
the t h e a t r e found in the n e w s p a p e r was June 1, 1831. It i s not 
known when the company left Oswego . A t h e a t r e s eason of at 
l e a s t t h r e e w e e k s can be e v i d e n c e . The suppor t the t h e a t r e r e 
ceived f rom the s m a l l v i l lage m u s t have been grat ifying to the 
company . While we do not know all of the plays p r e s e n t e d , the 
r e p e r t o i r e of the company inc luded: A Day After the "Wedding by 
M a r i e T h e r e s e Kemble , F o r t u n e ' s F r o l i c k by John Al l ingham, 
Othello by S h a k e s p e a r e , The L o t t e r y Ticket by Samuel Beaz ley , 
R o m p by I saac Bickerstaff , Doug la s , The Noble Shepherd by John 
Home , The Vil lage Lawyer by Wil l iam M a c r e a d y , and Spr igs of 
L a u r e l by John O'Keefe . 

The Oswego P a l l a d i u m r e c o m m e n d e d the t h e a t r e , al though 
no r e v i e w s of any of the p e r f o r m a n c e s w e r e p r i n t e d . 

T H E A T R I C A L . - The l o v e r s of the d r a m a wil l o b s e r v e tha t 
the m a n a g e r s of the T h e a t r e p r o p o s e br ing ing f o r w a r d , on 
t o m o r r o w evening S h a k s p e a r ' s c e l e b r a t e d t r a g e d y of Othe l lo . 
The high c h a r a c t e r of th i s play, we have no doubt wil l ca l l 
t o g e t h e r a full h o u s e . M r . Be lcour t akes the p a r t of Othel lo , 
and f rom his r epu ted t a l en t s as an a c t o r , we have no doubt 
he wi l l do i t j u s t i c e . We have had occas ion to w i t n e s s the 
p e r f o r m a n c e s of M r . B. and feel w a r r a n t e d in saying they 
p o s s e s s m e r i t s far above m e d i o c r i t y . 

After so success fu l a beginning one migh t suspec t that the p r e s e n 
ta t ion of a t h e a t r e s e a s o n would have been e s t ab l i shed in Oswego. 
This was not the c a s e . T h e r e was no s ignif icant evidence to 
ind ica te that any t h e a t r e ex i s ted in Oswego unt i l 1835. On May 27, 
1835, the following a d v e r t i s e m e n t a p p e a r e d in the Oswego P a l l a d i u m . 

THEATRE 
M r . Dyke re spec t fu l ly i n fo rms the ladies and gen t lemen 
of Oswego and i ts v ic in i ty , tha t he has opened a T h e a t r e , 
wi th a good and efficient company , at the new Hall at the 
Cen t r e House , kept by J . Smi th , in West Oswego. His s t ay 
in the p lace being l imi ted to a few even ings , he r e spec t fu l ly 
so l i c i t s the pa t ronage of the f r i ends of the D r a m a . 

M r . Dyke ' s company opened the s e a s o n on May 29, 1835 with 
August Ko tzebue ' s P i z z a r r o , or the Dea th of Ro l l a . Comic songs 
w e r e p r e s e n t e d after the t r a g e d y , and the evening concluded with 
the f a r c e , Spanish L o v e r s . A d m i s s i o n was fifty cents for the boxes 
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and twenty five cents for the pi t . The Oswego Pa l l ad ium wro te 
of the t h e a t r e , "judging f rom the favorab le not ice t aken of them 
in o ther p l aces we have no doubt they wil l be able to give genera l 
sa t i s fac t ion to the p lay-going publ ic . "^ T h e r e -was no indicat ion in 
the a r t i c l e e i the r by d i r e c t s t a t e m e n t or by impl ica t ion that a 
t h e a t r e in town was an unusua l t r e a t or that Oswego had been wi th
out a t h e a t r e for the pas t s e v e r a l y e a r s . Indeed, the s t a t e m e n t , 
" the p lay-going publ ic , " would sugges t that t h e r e w e r e people who 
a t tended p lays r egu la r ly . While i t i s p o s s i b l e that no t h e a t r e 
opera ted f rom 183E to 1835, it i s m o s t unl ikely that the p r o s p e r 
ing communi ty of Oswego was devoid of public a m u s e m e n t . A 
careful s e a r c h of the n e w s p a p e r s r e v e a l e d that not ice was taken 
of only one e n t e r t a i n m e n t event dur ing this pe r iod by e i the r the 
Oswego P a l l a d i u m or the F r e e P r e s s . This s ingle notice was an 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t for P u r d y , Welch & Co. 's Ex tens ive Zoologica l 
Exhibi t ion . 

No Oswego n e w s p a p e r s f rom J a n u a r y 1836 to M a r c h 1837, 
a r e extant , and again it is difficult to a s s e s s to what extent t h e r e 
was t h e a t r i c a l act ivi ty in the commun i ty . The R e c o r d s of the 
Village of Oswego indicate that M r . W. Blanchard p r e s e n t e d a 
pet i t ion for a l i cense "to exhibit the p e r f o r m a n c e of his minor 
t h e a t r i c a l company at the r e a r of the Amer ican Hotel . " ' The 
pet i t ion was accep ted and a r e s o l u t i o n was p a s s e d by the vi l lage 
Board of T r u s t e e s to grant a l i c ense to M r . Blanchard for a 
t e r m of nine days to begin on Apr i l 27, 1836. 

On Sep t ember 26, 1836, a pet i t ion signed by s i x t y - t h r e e 
c i t i zens was p r e s e n t e d to the vi l lage Board of T r u s t e e s which 
r e q u e s t e d that the Board pass an o rd inance "prohib i t ing the ex
hibi t ions of s t ro l l ing c o m p a n i e s , or s tage p l a y e r s , c i r c u s r i d e r s 
and moun tebanks . " ^ The peti t ion was tab led and no fu r the r 
ac t ion was t aken . The pet i t ion for a l i c ense p r e s e n t e d by M r . 
Blanchard in Apr i l of 1836 was the f i r s t not ice of such a r e q u e s t 
found in the R e c o r d s of the Village of Oswego. E a r l i e r t h e a t r e s 
evidently w e r e not r e q u i r e d , or s imply did not bo the r , to obtain 
a l i c e n s e . 

The vil lage Re co rds note a l so that M e s s r s . R u s s e l and 
Lyne applied for a l ea se of the upper s t o ry of the Marke t Building 
for use as a t h e a t r e . A re so lu t ion was p a s s e d on March 24, 1837, 
which g ran ted the appl ica t ion. T h e r e was object ion, however , to 
the t r a n s a c t i o n . The na ture of the object ion was not c l e a r . At 
the next m e e t i n g of the Board of the vi l lage the minu te s r e c o r d 
that "A r e m o n s t r a n c e from sundry c i t i zens aga ins t l eas ing the 
upper s t o ry of the m a r k e t to the t h e a t r i c a l co rps and a pet i t ion 
in opposi t ion to the r e m o n s t r a n c e w e r e p r e s e n t e d . "*1 Despi te 
the object ion, a l e a s e was gran ted to M e s s r s . R u s s e l and Lyne for 
the purpose of opera t ing a t h e a t r e and place for public a s s e m b l y 
for a per iod of one year to begin on Apr i l 1, 1837. 
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The M a r k e t Building, built dur ing the height of the 1835 
boom per iod , was the pr ide of Oswego. It was to be a copy of the 
Albany Marke t Building with "s l ight a l t e r a t i ons in its i n t e rna l 
a r r a n g e m e n t s , "f^ Undoubtedly, the th i rd floor hal l of the building 
was one of the bes t ava i lab le fac i l i t ies for a t h e a t r e in the v i l l age . 
The en t i r e th i rd floor was a s ingle r o o m which m e a s u r e d t h i r t y -
t h r e e f e e t wide and one hundred twenty-four feet long. The ce i l 
ing was t h i r t e e n and one half feet h igh. It was the l a r g e s t hal l in 
Oswego. The acous t i c s of the room w e r e d e s c r i b e d by the Oswego 
C o m m e r c i a l Hera ld as being p a r t i c u l a r l y sui table for t h e a t r i c a l 
p u r p o s e s . A w h i s p e r at one end of the r o o m was en t i r e ly audible 
throughout the ha l l , r e p o r t e d the H e r a l d . Jus t what t h e a t r i c a l 
act ivi ty M e s s r s . R u s s e l and Lyne engaged in, however , was not 
c l e a r . Again, the n e w s p a p e r s of the t i m e did not note any t h e a t r i 
cal ac t iv i ty . 

The o rd inances of the vi l lage w e r e r epea l ed and new o r d i n 
ances w e r e effective as of M a r c h 1, 1837. E s s e n t i a l l y , the o rd in 
ances governing exhibi t ions r e m a i n e d the s a m e . The va r ious f o r m s 
of exhibi t ions w e r e not de ta i led to the extent they had been in 1830. 
As in the e a r l i e r o r d i n a n c e , t h e r e was no r e f e r e n c e to the t h e a t r e 
or to the p e r f o r m a n c e of p l a y s . The only a spec t of the o rd inance 
that could be extended to include the t h e a t r e was the p h r a s e "or 
o ther show commonly exhibi ted by common showmen for money . "13 

On November 22, 1841, a r e s o l u t i o n was p a s s e d by the v i l lage 
Board of T r u s t e e s which gran ted a l i c e n s e to Douglas and Cardwe l l 
for t he i r t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e s for a per iod of two weeks on pay
men t of a ten dol la r l i c ense fee . A s i m i l a r r e so lu t ion was p a s s e d 
on Apr i l 24, 1843, which g ran ted a l i c e n s e to Dean and F o r e s t for 
t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e s for a one week per iod for a fifteen dol la r 
l i c ense f ee . No fu r the r in fo rmat ion of e i t he r of t he se t h e a t r e c o m 
pan ies was ava i l ab l e . 

These cons t i tu te the only r e c o r d of appl ica t ion for l i c e n s e s for 
t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e s . Dur ing the pe r iod 1828 to 1848, four a p 
p l ica t ions for a l i c ense for t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e w e r e r e c e i v e d by 
the vi l lage Board of T r u s t e e s . The appl ica t ions w e r e r e c e i v e d in 
1836, 1837, 1841, and 1843. Although t h e r e was object ion to the 
g ran t ing of t he se l i c e n s e s in two c a s e s , the l i c e n s e s w e r e g r a n t e d . 
On the other hand, the n e w s p a p e r s which , at th is t i m e at l e a s t , did 
not provide e i the r a comple te o r an a c c u r a t e account of t h e a t r i c a l 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s , r e c o r d e d t h e a t r e s in ope ra t ion for at l e a s t s ix y e a r s . 
A t h e a t r e was in opera t ion in Oswego in 1830, 1831, 1835, 1838, 
1841, and 1844. No n e w s p a p e r s a r e extant for the y e a r s 1844 to 
1848 to d e t e r m i n e if a t h e a t r e was in ope ra t ion dur ing those y e a r s . 
If the y e a r s that appl ica t ions for l i c e n s e for t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e 
a r e c o m p a r e d to the y e a r s a A e a t r e was in ope ra t ion , only 'one y e a r , 
1841, is found on both l i s t s . T h e r e can be no doubt that the i n f o r m a 
t ion avai lab le is i n c o m p l e t e . T h e r e can be no doubt that the t h e a t r e 
was ac t ive in Oswego dur ing th is pe r iod although the r e c o r d s a r e not 
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sufficient to p r e s e n t in de ta i l the ac t iv i ty . 
T h e r e is a lso no doubt that t h e r e w e r e those people in 

Oswego, as in the r e s t of the count ry , who did not approve of 
the t h e a t r e . The newspape r s gave only spo rad ic accounts of the 
t h e a t r e and then, in some c a s e s , only to speak out aga ins t i t . 
Not only -were the p ro fess iona l t h e a t r e s and t r ave l i ng companies 
under c e n s u r e , but a l so any a m a t e u r endeavor s w e r e frowned 
upon by a t l e a s t a pa r t of the commun i ty . The edi tor of the 
Oswego County Whig, M r . Oliphant, spoke out aga ins t the t h e a t r e 
in g e n e r a l and aga ins t an a m a t e u r exhibi t ion speci f ica l ly which 
was p r e s e n t e d by the s tudents of the Oswego A c a d e m y . Yet it 
is i n t e r e s t i n g to note that the p lace of p e r f o r m a n c e was the P r e s 
b y t e r i a n Church . The chu rches of Oswego w e r e not f r iendly or 
r ecep t ive to the t h e a t r e but evident ly did not cons ide r a m a t e u r 
t h e a t r i c a l s with the s a m e h o r r o r . At l e a s t this belief m u s t have 
been held by the P r e s b y t e r i a n Church . The e n t i r e ed i to r i a l is 
given. 

L a s t Wednesday evening the s c h o l a r s of the Oswego 
Academy gave a public exhibi t ion at the P r e s b y t e r i a n 
C hurch . We w e r e not p r e s e n t , and cannot consequent ly 
speak f rom the p e r f o r m a n c e f rom p e r s o n a l knowledge. 
We u n d e r s t a n d , however , the prof ic iency in elocution 
and ges t icu la t ion , w e r e alike c r ed i t ab l e to the i n s t r u c t o r 
and the pup i l s , and gave g e n e r a l sa t i s f ac t ion to a v e r y 
n u m e r o u s and highly r e s p e c t a b l e aud i ence . 

F o r o u r s e l v e s , we a r e opposed to t he se exhib i t ions , and 
a s the conduc to r s of a public j o u r n a l , we cannot but s e t 
our face aga ins t t h e m . We be l ieve these juveni le d i sp lays 
a r e pe rn ic ious in t he i r t endency , and r e s u l t in no good that 
could not be accompl i shed by o ther m e a n s , and a l e s s dan
ge rous c o u r s e . We bel ieve t hem to be de l e t e r ious to the 
youthful mind , because they exci te a t a s t e for t h e a t r i c a l 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t s (a t a s t e the m o s t ins id ious and contamina t ing 
tha t can be found, and we speak f rom expe r i ence on th i s 
subjec t , having once been a devotee of the Thesp ian C o r p s . ) 
and ca lcu la ted to seduce the unwary f rom r e a l s c i e n c e , to 
l i gh tness and f r ivol i ty of no u t i l i ty w h a t e v e r in af ter l i fe , 
but on the c o n t r a r y , which often p roves a s o u r c e of h e a r t 
felt r e g r e t and b i t t e r r emorse of c o n s c i e n c e . 

Another f e a t u r e in t h e s e m a t t e r s which to us a p p e a r s incon
s i s t en t , i s , that while the appl ica t ion of a r e g u l a r l y educated , 
and, if we m a y be allowed the e x p r e s s i o n , an accompl i shed 
company of t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m e r s for p e r m i s s i o n to exhibit 
t h e i r imi t a t ions in the s a n c t u a r y , would be viewed with holy 
h o r r o r , - to t he se minor m i m i c s , the chu rch door s a r e th rown 
open, and al l is cons ide r ed innocent and h a r m l e s s . 
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Another object ion s t i l l , i s , the t i m e was ted in commi t t ing 
t he se r e c i t a t i o n s to m e m o r y , might be far m o r e prof i tably 
employed , and while acqu i r ing the abi l i ty to r e c i t e s o m e 
bombas t i c f lour i sh of a l o v e - s i c k fool, or a concei ted fop, 
a fund of in format ion or g e n e r a l knowledge might be obtained 
that would p rove benef ic ia l to the end of l i fe . 

We m e a n nothing unkind in t h e s e r e m a r k s ; we c e r t a i n l y m a k e 
no p e r s o n a l a l lu s ions ; and we should not thus obt rude our views 
of th is subjec t upon the publ ic , but f rom a convict ion of the i r 
c o r r e c t n e s s , and an a s s u r a n c e that only a s l ight examina t ion 
is n e c e s s a r y to convince eve ryone of the i r c o r r e c t n e s s , and 
cause an abandonment of the p r a c t i c e upon which -we have thus 
has t i l y but hones t ly c o m m e n t e d . * 4 

A pro fe s s iona l company p e r f o r m e d in Oswego a month l a t e r , and 
M r . Oliphant , who spoke out so vehemen t ly aga ins t the t h e a t r e , 
p e r m i t t e d an a d v e r t i s e m e n t to be p laced in the Oswego County Whig 
for June 6, 1838, adve r t i s i ng the t h e a t r e at the Phoenix Building which 
tha t evening p e r f o r m e d Douglas , or The Noble Shepherd by John Home 
and Rumfus t ian , or The Court of Quodlibet by C. E . W a l k e r . A l e t t e r 
to the edi tor was a lso publ ished in that i s s u e . 

M r . E d i t o r . - As you a r e not of the t h e a t r e - g o i n g p ropens i ty , 
wi l l you allow a lover of the d r a m a , through the med ium of , 
your c o l u m n s , to r e c o m m e n d the t h e a t r i c a l c o r p s now in our 
v i l lage , and under the m a n a g e m e n t of M r . M e r i t , to the f avo r 
able not ice of t h o s e , who, l ike myself , a r e grat i f ied with such 
a m u s e m e n t s ? Comedies a r e wel l p e r f o r m e d by th is company, 
and cannot fail to give sa t i s f ac t ion . The company ' s s t ay in 
the vil lage wil l be but a few nights m o r e . I unde r s t and the 
p ieces se l ec ted for Wednesday evening, a r e The R e v . Doct . 
H o m e ' s ce l eb ra t ed t r a g e d y of Douglas , or The Noble Shepherd , 
and that f a r ce of Rumfus t ian , or The Cour t of Quodl ibet . 15 

No other r e f e r e n c e to th is t h e a t r i c a l company was found. The Oswego 
Pa l l ad ium did not not ice the t h e a t r e . No a d v e r t i s e m e n t was found in 
that pape r , nor was t h e r e any ment ion of the t h e a t r e . 

On October 17, 1838, five months after M r . Ol iphant ' s denunci 
at ion of the t h e a t r e , he r ev iewed an a m a t e u r t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e 
which he e n d o r s e d . A pol i t ica l pa rody of Ol iphant ' s pol i t ica l r i v a l s 
was p r e s e n t e d by some of the r e s p e c t e d gen t l emen of the communi ty 
who w e r e s u p p o r t e r s of Ol iphant ' s po l i t i ca l v iews . If we cannot a d m i r e 
his in t eg r i ty , we can at l eas t a p p r e c i a t e his d i l e m m a . He chose to 
suppor t his pol i t ica l cohor t s r a t h e r than to condemn the t h e a t r e . An 
en thus ias t i c rev iew of the a m a t e u r ' s endeavor s was pr in ted in Ol i 
phant ' s n e w s p a p e r . 

T h e r e was no ment ion of the t h e a t r e in the Oswego County Whig 
for the next t h r e e y e a r s . In endor s ing a l e c t u r e on c h e m i s t r y , M r . 
Oliphant chose to de r ide not only the t h e a t r e but in gene ra l the popu
lar fo rms of en t e r t a inmen t of the day . 
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On this occas ion we cannot fo rbea r r e m a r k i n g , that when 
a pack of s t ro l l ing loafe rs v is i t our vil lage as a t h e a t r i c a l 
corps - when a buffoon s i n g e r , or a mountebank of the 
lowest o r d e r m a k e s his a p p e a r a n c e , l a rge audiences 
a s s e m b l e ; but let any thing of a scient i f ic n a t u r e , anything 
ca lcu la ted to improve the mind , be on the tapis and the 
l e c t u r e r m a y ta lk to the benches as his only a u d i t o r s . 
This shows a vi t iated public t a s t e and sen t imen t , and is 
al ike d i s r e spec t fu l to the s t r a n g e r l e c t u r e r and d i s c r e d i t 
able to our v i l l age . It is with s h a m e we ment ion the fact , 
nor should we do so but for the hope that we may t h e r e b y 
r e m o v e the ground of compla in t . 

The t h e a t r e was not ment ioned again in Ol iphant ' s newspaper du r 
ing the next t h r e e y e a r s . In the Apr i l 2, 1844, i s sue of the Oswego 
County Whig, an a d v e r t i s e m e n t for a " M o r a l and T e m p e r a n c e E x 
h ib i t ion" was found. McDonald and Sprague and Company announced 
the p e r f o r m a n c e of Widow's Son which "has r e c e i v e d the app roba 
t ion of the P r e s s and the C le rgy , and the r e a d y c o - o p e r a t i o n of 
T e m p e r a n c e Socie t ies and c o m m i t t e e s w h e r e v e r it has been p r e 
s e n t e d . " ^ ' No fur ther r e f e r e n c e to the company or to the p e r f o r m 
ance was found in the n e w s p a p e r . M r . Oliphant again found h i m 
self in a d i l e m m a ; he was a t e m p e r a n c e advocate as wel l as a c r i t i c 
of the t h e a t r e . 

The i n c o r p o r a t e d vi l lage of Oswego b e c a m e a city in 1848, 
and a new e r a in the h i s t o r y of the c o m m u n i t y began. Oswego 
developed f r o m a f ron t ie r s e t t l e m e n t at the t u r n of the cen tu ry to 
an i n c o r p o r a t e d vi l lage in 1828, but t r a c e s of the f ron t ie r r e m a i n e d . 
By the t ime Oswego became a city in 1848, t h e r e was no ves t ige of 
the p ionee r communi ty . Oswego was r e a d y to t ake h e r p lace be s ide 
the growing c o m m e r c i a l and i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r s of the developing 
nat ion . 

As the communi ty grew so did the public a m u s e m e n t s ava i l 
able to the communi ty . The e a r l y t h e a t r e in Oswego, al though 
l imi ted in scope and soph i s t i ca t ion , found g r e a t popu la r i ty . Other 
f o r m s of public a m u s e m e n t , the c i r c u s , exh ib i t ions , c o n c e r t s , and 
l e c t u r e s , enjoyed s i m i l a r popu la r i ty . While t h e r e was some r e 
s i s t a n c e to what was cons ide r ed the m o r e f r ivolous f o r m s of e n t e r 
t a i n m e n t , the t h e a t r e , c i r c u s e s , and exh ib i t ions , th is r e s i s t a n c e 
was l i m i t e d . The communi ty did not oppose the c o n c e r t s and l e c 
t u r e s which w e r e p r eva l en t , and opposi t ion to the t h e a t r e , c i r c u s e s , 
and exhibi t ions never took sufficient fo rce to deny a l i cense to any 
p e r f o r m e r s or to p roduce i n f r i ngemen t s . I n d e e d , the newspaper 
accounts r e g u l a r l y r e p o r t e d tha t the beauty and fashion of Oswego 
w e r e p r e s e n t at al l of the popular public a m u s e m e n t s . 

Incomple te newspaper f i les for the y e a r s 1817-1819, 1825-
1830, 1836, and 1844-1848 and insuff icient and incomple te r e c o r d s 
for the e n t i r e pe r iod f rom 1800 to 1848 p reven t a m o r e deta i led 

40 



account ing of the deve lopment of public a m u s e m e n t in Oswego d u r 
ing the e a r l y y e a r s . Sufficient m a t e r i a l was available , however , 
to p rov ide some indica t ion of the deve lopment that took p l a c e . 

Major deve lopment of public e n t e r t a i n m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
through the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of r e s i d e n t t h e a t r e s and s tock c o m p a n i e s , 
took place dur ing the 1850 ' s . These y e a r s w e r e the golden y e a r s 
for the t h e a t r e in Oswego. This l a t e r t h e a t r e could not have 
ex i s ted , however , without the foundation provided by the public 
a m u s e m e n t s of the per iod j u s t examined . 

FOOTNOTES 
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The T h e a t r e of Y e s t e r d a y and the Day Before {Boston: 
At lan t ic Monthly P r e s s , 1924), pp. 60-66 . 

2 Oswego (New York) P a l l a d i u m , M a r c h 9, 1820. 
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4 R e c o r d s of the Village of Oswego from 1828 to 1848 (Oswego, 

New York: Daily and Weekly T i m e s P r i n t , 1874), pp . 49-50 
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THE IMMIGRANT IN OSWEGO'S HISTORY 

by Luc iano J . I o r i zzo 
Assoc i a t e P r o f e s s o r of H i s t o r y 
S. U. C. O. 

In t roduc to ry R e m a r k s 

Tonight I p ropose to take the f i r s t s t ep on what I hope wil l be 
a long and fruitful j ou rney into the s tudy of i m m i g r a t i o n on the loca l 
level for many of u s . I have p r e p a r e d a s t a t i s t i c a l study of Oswego ' s 
i m m i g r a n t s , focusing ma in ly on the I r i s h , Eng l i sh , G e r m a n s , Po l i sh 
and I t a l i ans . Where poss ib l e , I have t r i e d to r e l a t e t h e s e s t a t i s t i c s 
to those of New York State and the United S t a t e s . Next yea r I hope 
to follow th i s study with one t r e a t i n g so le ly with the I t a l i a n s . Hope
fully, some of you wil l be moved to con t r ibu te meaningful s tudies on 
an i m m i g r a n t group of your own choos ing . 

Why study Oswego ' s i m m i g r a n t s ? H e r e our na t ion ' s i m m i g r a 
t ion h i s t o r y can be put to the t e s t . One can conf i rm, r e j e c t , or modify 
gene ra l i za t i ons concern ing i m m i g r a n t s . Many of t he se gene ra l i za t i ons 
have come to us f rom schola.rs who have devoted t he i r l ives to a study 
of A m e r i c a ' s i m m i g r a n t s as seen in big c i t i e s , Boston or New York, 
for e x a m p l e . Do the se gene ra l i za t ions hold up in s m a l l e r c o m m u n i t i e s ? 
How about Oswego, i m m i g r a t i o n - w i s e a m i n i a t u r e New York Ci ty? Its 
c i t izens have come f rom all over the w o r l d . At one t ime in i ts h i s t o r y , 
in 1850, c lose to 40 per cent of i ts c i t i zens w e r e fore ign b o r n . Thus 
i m m i g r a n t s quant i ta t ive ly have played an i m p o r t a n t ro l e in the c i t y ' s 
deve lopment as we wi l l d e m o n s t r a t e this evening. One can a l so d e t e r 
mine the qual i ta t ive cont r ibut ions of Oswego ' s i m m i g r a n t s . Oswego is 
r i c h in m a n u s c r i p t m a t e r i a l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y census r e c o r d s , land books , 
s u r r o g a t e r e c o r d s , church r e c o r d s and the l i ke . Many i m m i g r a n t s 
c a m e to Oswego in the decade p reced ing World War I. Some s t i l l s u r 
vive and a r e able to provide us with r a r e ins igh t s into the who, what , 
when, why, w h e r e , and how of i m m i g r a t i o n . The city is s m a l l enough 
so that the m a t e r i a l avai lable can be handled for one i m m i g r a n t group 
by one individual in some t i m e s h o r t e r than a l i fespan . 

But, tonight we will conce rn o u r s e l v e s with the quant i ta t ive only, 
who and how many se t t l ed Oswego. Hopefully, in the nea r fu ture , we 
wil l be able to d i s c u s s why and with what r e s u l t s . F o r now, the quan
t i ta t ive approach should provide an e s s e n t i a l f i r s t s t ep and some c lues 
to one a t tempt ing a meaningful qual i ta t ive a s s e s s m e n t of Oswego ' s 
i m m i g r a n t s . 
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Dis t r ibu t ion on the National Leve l 

The F e d e r a l gove rnmen t began to r e c o r d the number of 
fore ign born r e s id ing in the United Sta tes in 1850. F o r the next 
e ighty y e a r s the number of fore ign born r e a c h e d new peaks at 
e v e r y c e n s u s . Then, in 1940, the number of foreign born d ropped . 
The downtrend continued in 1950 and 1960. (See Table A). This 
p a t t e r n is accounted for by v i r tue of the fact that as the e a r l y 
i m m i g r a n t s began to die off or r e t u r n to the old count ry , or as 
we l l s of i m m i g r a t i o n began to d r y up , new groups of people began 
to awaken to the b l e s s ings and oppor tun i t i es in A m e r i c a unvei led 
by the e a r l y i m m i g r a n t s . Thus , a continuous flow of i m m i g r a n t s 
poured into the United S ta tes throughout the nineteenth and e a r l y 
twent ie th c e n t u r i e s . In the 1920 ' s , however , the Nat ional Or ig ins 
Quota s y s t e m was put into effect. This Act i n s u r e d that a s teady 
dec l ine in the to ta l number of fore ign born would ensue after the 
1930 census s ince the number of i m m i g r a n t s al lowed to en t e r the 
coun t ry each yea r was h a r d l y sufficient to r e p l a c e those who 
r e t u r n e d to the old count ry and those who died. 

The I ta l ian bo rn l iving in the United Sta tes follow the s a m e 
na t iona l p a t t e r n - - a cont inual r i s e in n u m b e r s at each census f rom 
1850 th rough 1930, then a s t eady dec l ine in the following census 
r e p o r t s . A c l o s e r look at the f igures for the I ta l ians shows that 
the g rea t m a j o r i t y of t hem came in a r e l a t i v e l y sho r t pe r iod of 
t i m e , ju s t p r i o r to the effective i m m i g r a t i o n r e s t r i c t i o n l eg i s l a t ion 
of the 1920 ' s . Fu l ly 70 pe r cent of the n e a r l y 5 mi l l ion I ta l ians 
who came to t he se s h o r e s did so f rom 1900 to 1922. This amounted 
to a v i r t u a l " i m m i g r a t i o n exp los ion" as over 150,000 I ta l ians a 
y e a r , for twenty- two y e a r s , s t o r m e d t h e s e s h o r e s . 1 

The Po l i sh follow e s s e n t i a l l y the I t a l i ans ' p a t t e r n except that 
they f i r s t appear in the census r e p o r t s in 1860 not 1850. 

The I r i s h , G e r m a n , and Eng l i sh born al l devia te f rom the 
nat ional p a t t e r n . The I r i s h i n c r e a s e d in n u m b e r s in I860 and 1870, 
dec l ined s l ight ly in 1880, then c l imbed to an al l t i m e high in 1890. 
T h e r e a f t e r , the number of I r i s h born fell at each c e n s u s . 

The Eng l i sh born b e c a m e m o r e n u m e r o u s with each c e n s u s and 
a t ta ined t he i r zeni th in 1890. After a decl ine in 1900 they edged 
upward again in 1910 before beginning to decl ine s tead i ly at each 
census th rough I960 . 

The G e r m a n born a l so i n c r e a s e d in n u m b e r s with e v e r y census 
to 1890, t h e i r peak y e a r . F o r the next fifty y e a r s t he i r n u m b e r s 
d ropped at eve ry c e n s u s . But the downward t r e n d was b roken in 
I960 when the number of G e r m a n born i n c r e a s e d s l ight ly over the 
1950 f i g u r e . 
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The I r i s h , G e r m a n , and Eng l i sh p a t t e r n s show that a signifi
cant m a j o r i t y of t h e s e people c a m e h e r e before 1900. They indica te 
s e v e r a l m a j o r populat ions m o v e m e n t s f rom England, Ge rmany , and 
I re land r a t h e r than one swift, heavy m o v e m e n t . 

To c i te one group, the I r i s h ru shed to our s h o r e s in huge waves 
of hundreds of thousands in the la te 1840's and e a r l y 1850 ' s . In 1851 
a lone , over 220, 000 sought refuge in the United Sta tes f rom a l m o s t 
c e r t a i n dea th in f a m i n e - r a v i s h e d I r e l a n d . The c r u s h was over by 
1854. But, by the e a r l y 1870's a second though s m a l l e r t ide of I r i s h 
began to r e a c h A m e r i c a . It ebbed somewhat in the la te s e v e n t i e s , 
but then swel led again in the e i g h t i e s . F r o m 1880 to 1890 an a v e r a g e 
of c lose to 60, 000 I r i s h came each yea r to join the i r f r i ends , r e l a t i v e s , 
and c o u n t r y m e n . 

Dis t r ibu t ion in New York State 

The p a t t e r n of foreign bo rn r e s i d i n g in New York State follows 
that of the nat ion, a s t eady i n c r e a s e at each census to 1930, the peak 
y e a r , then s u c c e s s i v e d e c r e a s e s in 1940, 1950 and I960 . (See Table B). 
Once again, the I ta l ian and the P o l i s h born in New York follow the s t a t e 
and nat ional p a t t e r n . And once again the I r i s h , G e r m a n and Engl i sh 
dev i a t e . 

The G e r m a n born w e r e m o s t n u m e r o u s in New York in 1890, the 
s a m e y e a r in which they r e a c h e d the i r na t iona l peak. A s teady decl ine 
se t in unt i l 1930 when the number of G e r m a n born r e s i d i n g in New York 
State r o s e . This i n c r e a s e took place whi le the number of G e r m a n s in 
the United S ta tes was d e c r e a s i n g . C l e a r l y G e r m a n born w e r e exhibi t ing 
a p r e f e r e n c e for New York . By 1960 th is p r e f e r e n c e has waned . In 
that y e a r while the number of G e r m a n bo rn was i n c r e a s i n g nat ionwide 
for the f i r s t t i m e in 60 y e a r s , it cont inued to d rop in New York State as 
it had in 1940 and 1950. 

The I r i s h r e a c h e d t he i r zenith in New York in 1880. The i r n u m b e r s 
in the State fell subs tan t ia l ly in 1890, a yea r in which they r e a c h e d a 
nat ional peak . This d e c r e a s e in New York c a m e at a t i m e when both the 
number of to ta l fore ign born and the to ta l populat ion of New York Sta te 
showed cons ide rab l e i n c r e a s e s . The I r i s h w e r e obviously a t t r a c t e d e l s e 
whe re in the United S t a t e s . The decl ine in 1890 continued unti l 1930 when 
the I r i s h again showed a p r e f e r e n c e for New York as they went aga ins t 
t he i r na t ional t r e n d and showed an i n c r e a s e in New York S ta te . Like the 
G e r m a n s , the I r i s h w e r e d rawn to New York in 1930. T h e r e a f t e r , the 
I r i s h in New York follow the downward t r e n d s exhibi ted by the to ta l fore ign 
born on the nat ional and s ta te l e v e l s . 

The Eng l i sh born pa t t e rn in New York d i f f e r s s l ight ly f rom the i r 
na t ional p a t t e r n . The i r n u m b e r s i n c r e a s e s tead i ly to 1890, decl ine in 1900, 
then su rge to a peak in 1910, fall subs tan t i a l ly in 1920 only to p r e s s nea r 
t he i r peak f igure in 1930. But for the r i s e in 1930 in New York while the i r 
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national figure was dropping, the r ises and falls on the state level 
correspond to their national trend. The English, then, like the 
German and Irish born, preferring New York in 1930. The only 
difference between their state and national trends is one of degree; 
that i s , their peak year on the national level is 1890 and on the 
state level it is 1910. 2 

In general, these decennial figures in Table A indicate that 
the Irish, German, and English weaved their way in and out of the 
state as they saw fit. They had mobility and used it to seek out 
the best opportunities available throughout the nation. On the other 
hand, the Italians and Polish showed a constant preference for New 
York. This did not mean necessarily that they were immobile. 
Indeed, they could be found in significant numbers throughout the 
United States. But, to many of them, New York was synonymous 
with opportunity. •* 

Distribution on the Local Level 

The patterns for all immigrant groups in Oswego differ radi
cally from those of the state and/or national levels. The population 
of the City of Oswego in 1850 totaled 12, 205. Within twenty years 
the population nearly doubled to 21, 000. Since that time the city's 
growth has stabilized between 21, 000 and 24, 000. For most of this 
time Oswego's foreign born population has been substantial. In 
1850 it was 4,638 or some 40 per cent of its total population. In 
1870 the peak year for immigrant residents, close to 7, 000 foreign 
born were included in the total population of 20, 910. (See Table C 
and compare with Tables A and B). Moreover, the Irish, Canadians, 
English, Scots, and French born all hit their zeniths in 1870. This 
is indicative of the rapid growth and attractiveness that Oswego had 
in the 1850's, '60's , and '70 's . Thereafter, the number of foreign 
born followed an irregular pattern until a steady decline set in in 1920. 

The outstanding immigrant group over the years has been the 
Ir ish. In 1850 the 2,820 Irish born comprised between 20 to 25 per 
cent of the total population and over 60 per cent of the total foreign 
born. Oswego might well have been called an "Irish" city. The peak 
year for the Irish came in 1870 when they made up virtually half of 
the total foreign born population. Thereafter, the number of Irish 
declined steadily in the Federal census repor ts . A quick perusal 
of the telephone book or city directory reveals the continued "Irish" 
flavor in the population mix and the prominence that the descendants 
of the Irish settlers have attained in politics, law, business, church 
affairs, and the like. 
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The English pattern has been an irregular one. From 1850 
to 1925 the number of English born fluctuated between 300 and 700 
with the peak year coming in 1870 and the low in 1925. 

For the same seventy-five year period the Germans showed 
a fairly regular pattern rising from a low of 143 in 1850 to a peak 
year of 706 in 1892. After a decline in 1905 the number of Germans 
again rose in 1910. 

The number of Polish born who have lived in Oswego over 
the years is difficult to determine.'* Pr ior to the beginning of the 
twentieth century never more than two Polish were ever recorded 
in any one census. By 1905 forty-four Polish born were scattered 
in three of the eight wards of the city. By 1915 that number multi
plied ten-fold to 460. So swift was the influx that in 1908, St.Stephen's 
Polish Catholic Church was established. After 1915 the number of 
Polish born declined steadily at each census. The Polish then reached 
their peak in Oswego a decade or two before their state and national 
peaks. 

The Italians' pattern in Oswego also differed from the national 
and state levels. The first substantial number of Italians appears in 
the 1892 census when forty-three, mostly inhabitants of shanties along 
the Oswego River, were counted. By 1905 Italians increased almost 
eight-fold to 339. Ten years later , they soared to 1,229 and regis
tered their peak in Oswego. This came a full fifteen years before 
national and state peaks and indicated the opportunity that existed 
here for many Italians. In this regard both the old immigrants and 
the new immigrants were alike. Whether from northern and western 
Europe or southern and eastern Europe, Oswego pulled in its immi
grants much earlier than did the state or the nation. 

Distribution by Ward 

Many scholars were quick to point out at the beginning of this 
century the various differences which marked the "old" and "new" 
immigrants. One difference that found almost universal acceptance 
touched on the settlement patterns of the immigrants. The "old, " 
it was believed, distributed themselves evenly throughout the nation 
or at least throughout the cities so as to bring about an orderly 
adjustment to urban America. The "new" mostly overran the 
eastern cities and, more particularly, certain few areas of these 
cities so as to create "ghettos," retard Americanization, and bring 
upon us many new and difficult problems in an emerging urban, 
industrial society. 5 How do the "old" and "new" compare in the 
city of Oswego? 
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The English born show virtually no preference in settling 
the wards of Oswego. Over the years , however, fewer and fewer 
resided in the second ward as the Italians began to move into it. 
(See Table D.) 

The Irish settlements are relatively even in all the wards 
in the city though the sixth ward always ranked last in numbers 
of Irish born. 

From 1870 on most of the Germans resided in the seventh 
and eighth wards. The statistics suggest the existence of two 
areas of preference, the seventh ward on the west side of the 
river and the eighth ward on the east side. The Germans were 
distributed rather evenly in the remaining six wards though the 
second ward had fewer German sett lers over the years than any 
other ward. 

The Italians first settled in the second, third, and fifth 
wards in 1892. These wards, the second especially, remained 
favorites of the Italians right through to 1925. As the years 
went by Italians were also attracted to the first and fourth wards 
but almost always avoided the sixth, seventh, and eighth wards. 
In effect, there was no "Little Italy. " Italians never were a 
majority of the total population, native and immigrant, of any 
one ward. On the contrary the evidence suggests that clusters 
of Italians were to be found in many wards on both sides of 
Oswego River. 

Of all the groups in Oswego the Polish born showed the 
greatest tendency to mass together. In 1905 there were forty-
four Polish born recorded as residents of Oswego. They were 
evenly spread out over three wards, the first, third, and eighth. 
By 1915 the number of Polish increased ten-fold and were repre 
sented in all but one ward. However, over 60 per cent lived in 
one ward, the seventh. Essentially, the same pattern is revealed 
in the 1925 census. 

It is obvious from studying the table on distribution of 
foreign born in the city of Oswego that no hard and fast generali
zations can be applied to the "old" and "new" immigrants. Among 
the "new" immigrants only one group, the Polish, showed any 
tendency to congregate in one area for any length of t ime. The 
Italians formed many clusters throughout the city but apparently 
had no more of an inclination to group together than did one "old" 
nationality, the Germans, who showed a high degree of concentra
tion in two wards. 

The date presented on the state and local levels indicates 
that immigrants on these levels cannot be placed easily into the 
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moulds in which they have been cast on the national level. The 
immigrant groups must be studied individually and in their local 
environment. In this way, and in this way only, can we hope to 
find out why the foreign born settled where they did, what char
acteristics "attributed to national groups hold true for those 
groups in one's own locality, and what particular noteworthy 
contributions have been made in the day-to-day developments 
of one's own community. 

FOOTNOTES TO TEXT 

For figures of annual arrivals of immigrants see U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, A Statistical 
Abstract Supplement, Historical Statistics of the U. S. Colonial 
Times to 1957, 56-57 and U. S. Department of Justice, Immi
gration and Naturalization Service, Annual Report of the Immi
gration and Naturalization Service. Title varies over the years . 

2The reader will note that English born rose in 1910 on both 
the state and national levels. However, the r ise on the state level 
is greater percentage-wise (about 9%) than the r ise on the national 
level (about 4 1/2%) indicating a notable preference for New York 
by English born in 1910 as well as 1930. 

The mobility of Italians is brought out in the author's 
"Italian Immigration and the Impact of the Padrone System, " 
Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation (Syracuse University, 1967). 

*For explanation see discussion of Polish, Russian-Polish, 
Austrian-Polish, and German-Polish at the end of Table C. 

For a fresh look at what constitutes a "Little Italy, " or 
"Little Poland," etc. see Humbert S. Nelli, "Italians in Urban 
America: A Study in Ethnic Adjustment, " The International Migra
tion Review (Summer 1967), 38-55. 

"Census manuscript books record the residences of persons 
enumerated. Though Italians did not dominate any one ward, they 
certainly were in the clear majority on certain blocks. But, even 
here, Irish, Germans, etc. , could be found blending into the "Italian 
neighborhood." However, the same could be said for other immigrant 
groups. The Irish, Germans, French, and Polish all dominated 
certain blocks throughout the city. Each group, Italians included, 
had a "national" church. 
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TABLE A1 

U. S . FOREIGN BORN ( I n Thousands) 

TOTAL 
ALL FOREIGN 

BORN 

IREUBB2 

GERMANY 

POLAND3 

ENGLAND 

ITALY 

1850 

2,214 

961 

583 

N/A 

278 

,2 

i860 

4,138 

1,611 

1,276 

7 

433 

11 

1870 

5.567 

1,855 

1,690 

14 

555 

17 

1880 

6,679 

1,854 

1.966 

48 

664 

44 

I890 

9,249 

l,8?'l 

2,784 

147 

909 

132 

1900 

10,341 

1.615 

2,663 

333 

840 

484 

1910 

13,515 

1.352 

2.311 

937 

677 

1.3*3 

1920 

13.920 

1.017 

1.686 

1.139 

813 

1,610 

1930 

14,204 

744 

1,608 

1,268 

809 

1.790 

1940 

11,419 

572 

1.237 

993 

621 

1.623 

1950 

10,420 

504 

984 

861 

554 

1.427 

I960 

9.738 

338 

986 

747 

526 

1.256 

1 °" 
TABLE B1 * 

NEW YORK STATE FOREIGN BORN ( I n Thousands) 
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22 

144 
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N/A 
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350 
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2,853 
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584 

2,500 

182 

270 
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2,289 
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250 
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N/A 
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TABLE C 

1850 

TOTAL POPULATION L2.205 

TOTAL FOREIGN BOB) 

IRELAND5 

CANADA4 

ENGLAND5 

GERMANY 

SCOTLAND5 
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POLAND3 
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RUSSIA 

ITALY 

4 . 6 3 8 

2 . 8 2 0 

1.160 
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1*3 

94 

42 

1 

. 

. 

1 

1660 

1 6 , 6 1 6 

* - 5 3 8 

2 . 7 7 3 

696 
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334 
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46 

1 

k 

0 

OTTV )F fKUln; 
18V 0 

20 ,910 

6.667 

3 ,209 

2 ,049 

6?a 

495 

128 

55 

2 

10 

2 

1 

1892 

. 

<+,46? 

1 .945 

1.270 

367 

70( 

64 

31 

2 

f 

4 3 

FORKl;jN RORX (Most numerous i r o u B s onlv 
1905 

3 .376 

1,067 

893 

31V 

488 

it 

14 

<*4 

33 

26 

339 

1910 

2 3 , 3 0 8 

4 , ^ 0 

873 

98V 

4fcZ 

535 

46 

12 

N/A 

308 

168 

809 

1915 

. 

4 , 4 5 1 

624 

745 

457 

V*9 

54 

h 

<*60 

134 

2W+ 

1.229 

1920 

2 3 , 6 2 6 

Jj_620 

4d0 

718 

415 

361 

42 

15 

335 

85 

158 

900 

1925 

2 , 6 2 1 

267 

462 

313 

2 8 5 

41 

9 

260 

49 

136 

717 

) 
1930 

2 2 , 6 5 2 

2 .507 

176 

496 

265 

2UH> 

32 

9 

272 

12 

106 

716 

1940 

2 2 , 0 6 2 

1 .921 

111 

333 

207 

146 

22 

8 

242 

25 

82 

660 

1950 

22 .647 

1 .471 

65 

229 

146 

91 

18 

11 

194 

20 

53 

538 

i 9 6 0 • ' " 

2 2 . 1 5 5 

1 ,072 

N/A 

N/A 

234 

58 

N/A 

56 

1 2 4 

N/A 

22 

422 
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FOOTNOTES TO TABLES 

Data p r e s e n t e d in Tables A, B and C was t aken f rom 
publ ished decennia l U. S. Census f igures ( t i t les va ry ) for the 
y e a r s 1850 to I960 i n c l u s i v e . F o r the y e a r s not ending in " 0 " 
the data was t aken f rom m a n u s c r i p t r e c o r d s of the New York 
State Census books filed in the County Cour t House . This 
n e c e s s i t a t e d a page by page count of the p e r s o n s l i s ted as 
fore ign bo rn o r ig in . 

The f igures in Table D w e r e a l so obtained by counting the 
number of fore ign born in each w a r d of the city as they appea red 
in the New York State Census m a n u s c r i p t books . 

^The f igures for I re land re f l ec t I r e l and and Nor th I re land 
p r i o r to 1930 on the s ta te and nat ional l eve l . F r o m 1930 on, 
the data is for I re land only s ince f igures for North I re land w e r e 
r e c o r d e d s e p a r a t e l y . 

^ F o r the difficult ies involved in c o r r e c t l y a s s e s s i n g Po l i sh 
i m m i g r a t i o n , see E . P . Hutchinson, I m m i g r a n t s and Thei r Chi l 
d r e n (New York, 1956), pp. 2 9 5 - 3 0 1 . B r i e f l y , Hutchinson says 
that f rom 1860 to 1890 many p e r s o n s r e p o r t e d Poland as the i r 
b i r thp lace although Poland was not then cons ide r ed an independent 
coun ry . In 1900, census e n u m e r a t o r s w e r e to d i s t inguish be tween 
G e r m a n Poland , Aus t r i an Po land , and R u s s i a n Po land . About 
5 per cent of the en t i r e number was s e p a r a t e d . In 1910, the 
number of na t ives of G e r m a n y , A u s t r i a , and R u s s i a who spoke 
P o l i s h , was r e c o r d e d . This "was thought to ind ica te the app rox i 
m a t e number of p e r s o n s borri in the f o r m e r kingdom of Po land , 
and an e s t i m a t e of the 1910 P o l i s h - b o r n populat ion based on this 
a s s u m p t i o n was given in the 1920 c e n s u s . " Poland r e a p p e a r e d 
as a count ry of fore ign b i r th in 1920. 

In the s t a t e census r e p o r t s for 1905 and 1915, d i s t inc t ions 
w e r e m a d e in Oswego between G e r m a n Poland , A u s t r i a n Po land , 
and R u s s i a n Po land . This does not comple te ly solve the p r o b l e m s 
of Po l i sh i m m i g r a t i o n , howeve r . F o r e x a m p l e , Hutchinson quotes 
E m i l y G. Balch, Our Slavic Fe l low Ci t izens (New York, 1910), 
pp. 458-459 , The Jews e spec ia l ly affect the Po l i sh da ta . " 'In 1905 
t h e r e en t e r ed at our por t s 92 ,388 Jews f rom R u s s i a and 11 , 114 Jews 
f rom A u s t r i a ; those who came f rom the Po l i sh p rov inces of R u s s i a 
and A u s t r i a (that i s , doubt less the g r e a t e r p a r t of them) appear in 
the census s imply as 'na t ives of Po land ' and quite d i s to r t the f a c t s . 
Espec i a l l y as r e g a r d s concen t ra t ion in c i t ies the Po l i sh Jews make 
the census f igures for 'na t ives of Po l and ' a l m o s t m e a n i n g l e s s as 
r e g a r d s P o l e s . ' " 
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Keeping in mind the caut ions men t ioned above, the r e a d e r 
wil l no doubt we lcome a b reakdown of the P o l e s for 1905 and 1915 
as r e v e a l e d in the census m a n u s c r i p t s . F o r 1905, the f igures a r e : 
P o l i s h , 16; A u s t r i a n P o l e , 19; R u s s i a n P o l e , 9; G e r m a n P o l e , 0. 
F o r 1915, the f igures a r e : P o l i s h , 16; A u s t r i a n P o l e , 313; R u s s i a n 
P o l e , 125; G e r m a n P o l e , 6. Unques t ionably the g r e a t e r p a r t of 
Oswego ' s Po l i sh communi ty c a m e f rom A u s t r i a Po land . 

^ T h e r e has been no a t t empt to i n t e r p r e t the data for Canada 
at th is t i m e . The f igures r e p r e s e n t a l l people born in Canada 
without d i s t inguish ing F r e n c h f rom O t h e r . In 1890 and 1900, 
e n u m e r a t o r s w e r e asked to d i s t ingu i sh between Canadian F r e n c h and 
Canadian Eng l i sh . Since then d i f ferent ia t ion has been on the bas i s of 
m o t h e r tongue . The Eng l i sh c a t e g o r y has b e c o m e a r e s i d u a l one , 
including a l l Canadians except those of F r e n c h de scen t or m o t h e r 
tongue . This m a k e s the da ta for Canadians in Oswego a l m o s t m e a n i n g 
l e s s . One seeking a p ro jec t in loca l Canadian i m m i g r a t i o n h i s t o r y 
migh t wel l e m b a r k upon a s tudy to u n s c r a m b l e th is d a t e . 

^The f igures for I960 for England and F r a n c e in Oswego need 
s o m e explana t ion . They a r e t aken f rom m o t h e r tongue f i g u r e s . 
T h e r e f o r e , Eng land ' s f igure inc ludes Eng l i sh speaking people f rom 
Canada , Scot land, I r e l and , e t c . The f igure for F r a n c e inc ludes F r e n c h 
speak ing C a n a d i a n s . See U. S. Bu reau of the C e n s u s , U. S. Census 
of Popula t ion : I960, New York, Gene ra l Socia l and E c o n o m i c C h a r a c 
t e r i s t i c s , P C (1)-34C, p . 334. 
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GERMAN IMMIGRATION IN THE CITY OF OSWEGO 

by Caro l F e n s k e 

In o r d e r to see how German i m m i g r a t i o n in the ci ty of Oswego 
t i e s in with the gene ra l G e r m a n i m m i g r a t i o n p a t t e r n in A m e r i c a , I 
find it n e c e s s a r y to include as an in t roduc t ion to th is pape r the s t o r y 
of Ge rman i m m i g r a t i o n in A m e r i c a . 

Although G e r m a n s have i m m i g r a t e d throughout A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y , 
the ma in s t r e a m of G e r m a n i m m i g r a t i o n can be divided into t h r e e p e r i o d s . 
The f i r s t i s the colonia l pe r iod f rom about 1710 to 1776. Even though 
m a n y i m m i g r a n t s made the i r way to A m e r i c a at this t i m e , t he i r impac t 
was not n e a r l y as g r e a t on the A m e r i c a n soc ie ty as tha t m a d e by those 
who followed. 

The second pe r iod was f rom 1815-1852. P o l i t i c a l r e fugees and 
in te l l ec tua l s added g r e a t l y to th is m o v e m e n t after the fa i lu re of the 1848 
Revolut ion . Many w e r e h i g h - s p i r i t e d young people who d e s i r e d to be f ree 
f rom the idea l s and t r ad i t i ons of the Old World . 

The pe r iod f r o m about 1852 to 1895 w i t n e s s e d the g r e a t e s t flow in 
the h i s t o r y of Ge rman i m m i g r a t i o n to A m e r i c a . Before 1850, the I r i s h 
ou tnumbered the G e r m a n s , but after m i d - c e n t u r y , G e r m a n i m m i g r a t i o n 
exceeded all o ther na t i ona l i t i e s . The G e r m a n s continued to be the m o s t 
n u m e r o u s unt i l the c lose of the cen tu ry . 

Why did so many G e r m a n s decide to leave the i r homeland and 
s t a r t life again in a s t r a n g e new land? A m e r i c a n r a i l r o a d s and land c o m 
panies c a r r i e d on b r i s k a d v e r t i s i n g campa igns to l u re G e r m a n s to leave 
t he i r home land . 

The G e r m a n i m m i g r a n t s w e r e in g r e a t e r demand than those of any 
other na t iona l i ty . The i r s tu rdy c h a r a c t e r , l aw-abid ing i n s t i n c t s , habi t s 
of i ndus t ry , pa ins tak ing zea l , hones ty and in te l l igence m a d e t hem d e s i r 
able addit ions to any a g r i c u l t u r a l and i ndus t r i a l communi ty . 

A d v e r t i s e m e n t s which often painted a glowing p i c tu re of A m e r i c a 
m e t with a w a r m r e s p o n s e by the people in the Ge rman s t a t e s who w e r e 
w a r w e a r y , tax r idden and p e r s e c u t e d for r e l i g ious and pol i t i ca l be l i e f s . 
Because both the r evo l t s of 1830 and 1848 which a imed at se t t ing up a 
be t t e r gove rnmen t had fai led, many G e r m a n s fled to A m e r i c a . The 
H o m e s t e a d Act of 1862 was a lso a t r e m e n d o u s inducement to the land-
hungry G e r m a n who e a r n e d his l iving f rom the so i l . 

Where did the G e r m a n s s e t t l e ? Many of them landed at New York, 
went to Buffalo by boat, and t h e r e c r o s s e d the Grea t Lakes and se t t l ed 
in Wiscons in , Michigan or Minneso ta . Some t r a v e l l e d to Iowa, Kansas 
or the Dakotas by t r a i n or o x c a r t . Sti l l o t h e r s went up the M i s s i s s i p p i 
to M i s s o u r i , I l l ino is , A r k a n s a s or Ohio. Before long, all t hese s t a t e s 
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had l a rge G e r m a n popula t ions . Accord ing to the 1880 c e n s u s , 
Wiscons in had a l a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e of G e r m a n born r e s i d e n t s than 
any o ther s t a t e . 

A m e r i c a has been a g r e a t l y en r i ched count ry b e c a u s e of the 
i m m i g r a n t s who left Ge rmany and adopted this country as the i r 
own. The G e r m a n s helped to i m p r o v e A m e r i c a n educat ion by p r o 
viding spec ia l t r a in ing for t e a c h e r s , and improv ing text books . 
They a lso es tab l i shed c l a s s e s for s m a l l ch i ld ren known as k inde r 
g a r t e n s . Many G e r m a n foods such as hot dogs , h a m b u r g e r s , 
p r e t z e l s , p u m p e r n i c k e l , s a u e r k r a u t , l i v e r w u r s t , and coffee cake 
w e r e quickly adopted by the A m e r i c a n s . The G e r m a n s a l so had 
a g rea t love for m u s i c . A m e r i c a n s ' love of b r a s s bands and song-
fes t s is an evident G e r m a n inf luence . As s t r o n g advoca tes of 
phys ica l educat ion, some G e r m a n s o rgan ized gymnas t i c s o c i e t i e s , 
hiking clubs and bowling a l l e y s . 

T h e r e is h a r d l y a field in which the G e r m a n s have not m a d e 
an i m p o r t a n t con t r ibu t ion . One of the m o s t outs tanding G e r m a n s 
who cont r ibuted much to A m e r i c a is C a r l S c h u r z . He s e r v e d as a 
Union gene ra l dur ing the Civil W a r , was e lec ted as United Sta tes 
Sena to r f rom M i s s o u r i and l a t e r appointed as S e c r e t a r y of the 
I n t e r i o r . His cont r ibu t ions r ange f rom the p r e s e r v a t i o n of f o r e s t s 
to the adopting of the Civil Se rv i ce Bil l . 

Cont r ibu t ions m a d e by o ther G e r m a n s include the opening of 
the f i r s t m o d e r n d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e by John W a n a m a k e r , the building 
of famous pianos known as Steinways by Steinweg and his sons , the 
invent ion of the l inotype mach ine by Ot tman M e r g e r t h a h , and the 
s u c c e s s of Johann Schwerdkopf in developing big , ju i cy s t r a w b e r r i e s . 
G e r m a n - A m e r i c a n s have a l so en r i ched the a r t s . Edga r Al lan Poe 
and John Ste inbeck w e r e g r e a t w r i t e r s whi le Winold R e i s s , E r n e s t 
F i e n e , and Adolph Weinman m a d e con t r ibu t ions in the f ie lds of 
paint ing and scu lp tu r ing . -* The G e r m a n s t a s t e for fine food has 
r e s u l t e d in products bea r ing the n a m e of Heinz , G e r b e r , Kraft and 
F l e i s c h m a n . 

Thus , it is easy to see tha t G e r m a n i m m i g r a t i o n to A m e r i c a 
has had a g rea t impac t on the nat ion as a whole . However , the 
study of G e r m a n i m m i g r a t i o n can probably b e t t e r be examined by 
i t s influence on s m a l l c o m m u n i t i e s . It is for th is r e a s o n that the 
study of the impac t and p r o b l e m s of G e r m a n i m m i g r a t i o n in the city 
of Oswego can be of s ign i f i cance . 

Although the f i r s t G e r m a n s c a m e to Oswego as e a r l y as 1833, 
official r e c o r d s do not s t a r t unt i l 1850. F r o m C h a r t A, it can be 
seen that in 1850, only 143 G e r m a n s had m a d e the i r way to Oswego. 
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In the for ty y e a r s following 1850, a definite i n c r e a s e was not iced and 
in 1892 the peak of the G e r m a n born in Oswego ' s h i s t o r y was r e a c h e d . 
Accord ing to the United S ta tes Census R e p o r t s , the G e r m a n s w e r e one 
of the e a r l i e s t groups of i m m i g r a n t s to come to Oswego. They w e r e 
l a t e r followed by the I ta l i ans and the P o l e s . C h a r t A a l so shows the 
g radua l decl ine of G e r m a n i m m i g r a t i o n s ince 1892. It is a l so not iced 
that accord ing to the census taken in I960, only 58 G e r m a n i m m i g r a n t s 
r e m a i n in the city of Oswego. 

Although the exact n u m b e r s of G e r m a n i m m i g r a n t s coming to 
Oswego a r e known for p r ac t i c a l l y e v e r y t en y e a r pe r iod beginning with 
1850, the exac t a r e a s or c i t ies of Ge rmany w h e r e they once l ived w e r e 
not r e c o r d e d . Upon being r e g i s t e r e d wi th the c i ty , one was m e r e l y a sked 
if he "was fore ign born or not . If he was an i m m i g r a n t , only the n a m e of 
h i s count ry of b i r th -was r e c o r d e d . 

It is v e r y difficult to d e t e r m i n e exac t ly why some G e r m a n s se t t l ed 
in Oswego. As a s m a l l i ndus t r i a l c i ty , Oswego probably a t t r a c t e d some 
G e r m a n s . By 1890 however , we a l so not ice a few G e r m a n i m m i g r a n t s 
coming to Oswego to join the m e m b e r s of t he i r fami ly , who had e a r l i e r 
m a d e t he i r way to this c i ty . It is be l ieved that the Oswego Canal was an 
i m p o r t a n t factor in t r a n s p o r t i n g many of the e a r l y i m m i g r a n t s to the c i ty . 
However , as soon as r a i l r o a d connect ions to Oswego w e r e m a d e , t r a i n s 
b e c a m e the m o s t popular m e a n s of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n for the i m m i g r a n t s . 

By studying the fo rmat ion and growth of the G e r m a n c h u r c h e s , 
G e r m a n act iv i ty in po l i t i c s , and G e r m a n b u s i n e s s e s , we can b e s t s ee 
the impac t which G e r m a n i m m i g r a t i o n had on the city of Oswego. 

Although the f i r s t G e r m a n i m m i g r a n t s c a m e to Oswego as e a r l y as 
1833, they c a m in such s m a l l n u m b e r s that they w e r e not able to s e c u r e 
a c h u r c h . However , in about 1853 the l a r g e group of f ami l i e s coming 
f rom Germ any enabled the G e r m a n s to s t a r t planning for the o rgan iza t ion 
of a G e r m a n L u t h e r a n Church . 

In 1854, P a s t o r D. H. S t ah l schmid t of L i v e r p o o l , New York , 
held s e r v i c e s for the G e r m a n L u t h e r a n s in the h o m e s of the 
K i r s c h n e r , Kle inschmid t and Schne ider f a m i l i e s . Then H a r t ' s 
P a l a c e , located on E a s t F i r s t S t r e e t ju s t South of Br idge S t r e e t 
was r e n t e d . L a t e r they m e t in the City Hall on Wate r S t r e e t . 

On August 25, 1855, the congrega t ion of St, P a u l ' s G e r m a n L u t h e r a n 
Church was fo rma l ly o rgan i zed . M e m b e r s h i p at th is t i m e included e igh t 
een f a m i l i e s . In about 1858 the c o r n e r lot of E a s t Sixth and L a w r e n c e 
S t r e e t s was p u r c h a s e d and "en thus i a s t i c a l l y the men and boys dug the 
c e l l a r , c a r t e d away s t o n e s , and hewed the b e a m s . " - ' In 1859 the chu rch 
was comple ted , and on August 1, 1860, it was ded ica ted . P a s t o r P o s t 
s e r v e d as the f i r s t m i n i s t e r . 
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In app rox ima te ly 1871, J . D. S e v e r i n g h a u s b e c a m e p a s t o r . Dur ing 
his p a s t o r a t e the b ro the rhood , which paid s i ck benefi ts to i ts m e m b e r s , 
was o rgan ized . At the s a m e t i m e the " F r a u e n v e r e i n " or w o m e n ' s o r g a n 
izat ion, l a t e r named the L a d i e s ' Aid, was f o r m e d . 

The Bro the rhood was a v e r y ac t ive o rgan iza t ion , n u m b e r i n g about 
one hundred and twenty s t rong by 1895. The l ively and en thus i a s t i c s p i r i t 
which th is group re f lec ted on the ci ty , as wel l as the church can be seen 
by the account given on the occas ion of the Twenty-F i f th A n n i v e r s a r y of the 
Bro the rhood . Accord ing to the Oswego Daily T i m e s , s e r v i c e s w e r e held 
at the chu rch to m a r k the occas ion and a fine m u s i c p r o g r a m was r e n d e r e d 
by the F o r t y - E i g h t h S e p a r a t e Company Band. A p a r a d e then fol lowed. 
"The m e r c h a n t s and c i t i zens along the l ine of m a r c h showed the i r a p p r e 
c ia t ion, and the city p r e s e n t e d a handsome a p p e a r a n c e being gaily d e c o r a t e d 
with bunting and f l a g s . " ° The p a r a d e fo rmed in f ront of the chu rch , and 
included t h r e e d iv i s ions . The s t r e e t s w e r e crowded with city folk and as 
the p r o c e s s i o n passed by, it was g r ee t ed with a p p l a u s e . "Louis Weigand ' s 
wagon a t t r a c t e d no end of a t ten t ion , for m a n y a t h i r s t y p e r s o n s tanding on 
the s idewalk envied the p e r s o n r e p r e s e n t i n g the G e r m a n King who was sup 
posed to quaff off a flowing g lass of l a r g e b e e r . " ' Mayor J . D. Higgins 
commented tha t the pa rade was one of the f ines t p a r a d e s seen in the ci ty 
for y e a r s . The paper of July 2, 1895, commended those who had the m a n 
agement of the G e r m a n p a r a d e wel l in hand. It was a l so said that "the 
ce l eb ra t i on was a grand affair and r e f l ec t s c r e d i t on the G e r m a n s of th is 
c i ty . "8 

In 1859 the F r a n c i s c a n f a the r s f rom S y r a c u s e began holding s e r v i c e s 
for the G e r m a n Cathol ics in St . M a r y ' s Church in Oswego . On S e p t e m b e r 16, 
1860, the St. Boniface soc ie ty was o rgan ized for r a i s i n g money to e r e c t a 
new chu rch for the G e r m a n Ca tho l i c s . In 1862, the c o r n e r lot of E a s t A l b a n y 
and Seventh S t r e e t s was p u r c h a s e d and on D e c e m b e r 6, 1863, the c h u r c h was 
ded ica ted . The F r a n c i s c a n f a t h e r s of S y r a c u s e s t i l l kept c h a r g e of the m i s 
sion and F a t h e r Oder ic Vogt was i ts f i r s t p a s t o r . 

Unlike the G e r m a n L u t h e r a n s , the G e r m a n Cathol ics built t he i r own 
school house next to the church . This school house was comple ted i n A p r i l 
of 1866, and was dedica ted in S e p t e m b e r of that s a m e y e a r . The school 
was c losed at a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1900 and an o r p h a n ' s home ( la ter St. F r a n c i s 
Home) was then s t a r t e d at the school . On Sep t ember 23, 1866, the St. J o 
s e p h ' s Aid soc ie ty , the m e n ' s o rgan iza t ion was f o r m e d . 

The G e r m a n s a l so had an impac t upon the pol i t ics of the city of Oswego. 
As the Daily T im es of F e b r u a r y 12, 1891, puts it " t h e G e r m a n s f o r m a 
l a r g e and r e s p e c t a b l e por t ion of the voting populat ion of the ci ty. They have 
been divided pol i t ica l ly , some voting r epub l i can and some -the d e m o c r a t i c 
t i cke t . " ' It i s n o t i c e d i n th i s s a m e a r t i c l e that p r a c t i c a l l y al l G e r m a n d e m o 
c r a t i c votes w e r e expected to go Republ ican in the next e lec t ion . 
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The G e r m a n Republ icans held " r o u s i n g m e e t i n g s " acco rd ing 
to the Daily T imes of November 1, 1890, and October 4, 1892. 
Local m e m b e r s of the p a r t y often a d d r e s s e d the group at the m e e t i n g s 
and usua l ly the d i s t inguished gues ts in a t tendance offered a few words 
to the topic of d i s c u s s i o n . These gues t s included such m e n as the 
Honorable D. E . Ainswor th , Republ ican candidate for A s s e m b l y and 
M r . Evans of the Republ ican Sta te C o m m i t t e e . Usual ly about two 
hundred G e r m a n vo te r s w e r e p r e s e n t at the Republ ican mee t ings 
and g rea t i n t e r e s t s e e m e d to be showed by those who a t tended. 
S e v e r a l t i m e s dur ing e v e r y m e e t i n g the Oswego G e r m a n S angerbund 
under the d i r ec t i on of M r . C. Daus offered vocal s e l ec t ions which 
w e r e wel l r e c e i v e d by the G e r m a n s p r e s e n t . 

The G e r m a n s a l so owned a s ignif icant number of Oswego b u s i 
n e s s e s . If you w e r e to have walked down E a s t F i r s t S t r e e t between 
Utica and Br idge S t r e e t s in the 1890 ' s , you probably would have no
t iced at l e a s t five G e r m a n owned b u s i n e s s e s . These included a 
b r e w e r y owned by Louis Weigand, George Schi l l ing ' s J e w e l r y S t o r e , 
George Benz and Sons ' F u r n i t u r e S to re , and another j e w l e r y s t o r e 
owned by Albe r t King and Benzing ' s Novelty Shop. 

O t h e r G e r m a n b u s i n e s s e s located throughout the ci ty included 
C a r l D a u s ' s sa loon, H e r m a n , George and F r e d Medlong ' s G r o c e r y 
and Meat Marke t , H e r m a n B r o s e m e r ' s B r e w e r y and C a r l Becks t ed t ' s 
F l o r i s t . 

Like all i m m i g r a n t s the G e r m a n s who came to the city of Oswego 
w e r e faced with many p r o b l e m s . The i r g r e a t e s t p r o b l e m of c o u r s e 
was the language b a r r i e r . M^ny G e r m a n s could not speak , r e a d or 
w r i t e any Eng l i sh . The fo rmat ion of G e r m a n speaking c h u r c h e s 
enabled the i m m i g r a n t s to continue fe l lowship with the people they 
unde r s tood . The G e r m a n chu rches not only a d m i n i s t e r e d to the 
sp i r i t ua l needs of the G e r m a n s , but s e r v e d as a soc ia l bond among 
the people . G e r m a n was spoken at all s e r v i c e s , m e e t i n g s and ac t iv 
i t i e s . "With the m a t u r i n g of the m e m b e r s who w e r e b o r n in th i s 
land (Amer i ca ) , t h e r e c a m e a s t rong demand for Engl i sh S e r v i c e s 
and for a g r e a t e r use of the Engl i sh language . In 1885 the Engl i sh 
speaking people dec ided to e s t ab l i sh a chu rch of the i r own. "*0 

St. Mat thew ' s Lu the ran Church was t h e r e f o r e o rgan ized for 
the Eng l i sh - speak ing L u t h e r a n s . This enabled the G e r m a n L u t h e r a n s 
to continue holding s e r v i c e s in the i r m o t h e r tongue , by which al l i ts 
m e m b e r s could benefit . 

In an effort to deal with the p r o b l e m s of speaking only a fore ign 
language , G e r m a n s a l so tended to se t t l e toge ther in c e r t a i n a r e a s 
of the c i ty . F r o m Char t B, it can be seen that the l a r g e s t number 
of G e r m a n s se t t l ed in the seventh w a r d , located on the wes t s ide of 
the r i v e r , and the eighth ward located on the eas t s i de . It is said 
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tha t because nea r ly e v e r y house on M u r r a y S t r e e t , which was in 
the seventh wa rd , was inhabi ted by the G e r m a n s that it b e c a m e 
known as the "Dutch Se t t l emen t . " A l a r g e number of G e r m a n s in 
the eighth w a r d se t t l ed on E a s t Seventh , E a s t Eighth , Bonner and 
Duer S t r e e t s . 

Another b a r r i e r to a s s i m i l a t i o n involved the Ge rman a d h e r 
ence to old wor ld t r a d i t i o n s . F o r m a n y y e a r s the G e r m a n s w e r e 
not wil l ing to give up the i r old way of l i fe . The p r o b l e m s that 
a r o s e by those who wished to keep the G e r m a n t r ad i t ion can be 
seen by an event which took place on the evening of October 6, 1890. 
Wedding fes t iv i t i es w e r e being held at the home of H e r m a n Bre i tbeck 
in honor of h is d a u g h t e r ' s m a r r i a g e . Gues t s w e r e engaged in G e r m a n 
round dancing when t h r e e ne ighbors came without an invi ta t ion and 
objected to the s tyle of dance . They wanted it c a r r i e d on in an A m e r i 
can fashion . The G e r m a n s re fused to change , and the t h r e e uninvited 
gues t s w e r e asked to l e a v e . D i s tu rbed by the G e r m a n s 1 obs t inancy 
in th is m a t t e r , the t h r e e p roceeded out into the yard whe re they lit 
a bunch of f i r e c r a c k e r s . C a r r y i n g a l an t e rn , the b ro the r of the 
b r i d e ' s fa ther c a m e out of the house to stop the commot ion . One of 
the uninvi ted gues t s s t r u c k the l a n t e r n with a wel l pole and knocked 
it out of the hand of the old m a n . Before long, a fu l l - s ca l e fight was 
being waged in the s t r e e t s . Many w e r e in jured including innocent 
b y - p a s s e r s who b e c a m e involved in the fight. At the conclus ion of 
th is a r t i c l e the newspape r sa id , "It is a s ingu la r affair as t h e r e is 
not a p e r s o n engaged in it (the fight) who is not of the best r e p u t e , 
gene ra l l y peaceab le and law abiding c i t i z e n s . " In some in s t ances 

the G e r m a n s neve r comple te ly abandoned the i r t r a d i t i o n s and t h e r e 
fore t h e s e in te r twined and often en r i ched A m e r i c a n t r a d i t i o n . An 
example of this would be our m a n n e r of c e l eb ra t i ng C h r i s t m a s as a 
colorful , p r e s e n t - f i l l e d , joyous c h i l d r e n ' s holiday with C h r i s t m a s 
t r e e s and Saint N icks . 

This paper has a t t empted to s tudy a l i t t l e -known a spec t of 
loca l h i s t o r y as a p a r t of the A m e r i c a n pagean t . These i m m i g r a n t s 
w e r e a p a r t of the n a m e l e s s thousands who c a m e to A m e r i c a . They 
c a m e and se t t l ed in Oswego. None of them ever gained nat ional 
f a m e , but t oge the r they took p a r t in tha t g r e a t d r a m a of A m e r i c a 
becoming herse l f . 
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CHART A 

Number of G e r m a n I m m i g r a n t s in the City.of Oswego 

1850 
1860 
1870 
1892 
1905 
1910 
1915 
1925 
1950 
1960 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

CHART 

143 
334 
495 
706 
488 
535 
449 
285 
91 
58 

B 

Dis t r ibu t ion of G e r m a n s in Oswego City 

1870 1892 1905 1915 1925 
Ward 1 
Ward 2 
Ward 3 
Ward 4 
Ward 5 
Ward 6 
Ward 7 
Ward 8 

61 
28 
40 
71 
15 
60 
132 
88 

40 
11 
46 
41 
29 
88 
247 
204 

15 
17 
38 
34 
22 
65 
184 
113 

25 
8 

47 
30 
40 
63 
122 
115 

16 
10 
31 
21 
17 
42 
70 
78 
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THE OSWEGO HOSPITAL 

by M r s . C h a r l e s F . Wells 

The h i s t o r y of the Oswego Hospi ta l is a s t o r y of w o r k and s a c r i 
fice on the p a r t of many p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d c i t i zens who devoted t i m e , 
ene rgy and money to provide adequate fac i l i t i e s fqr the c a r e of the 
s i ck and i n f i r m . It is a s t o ry which c o v e r s over eighty y e a r s of 
s t rugg le to s e c u r e funds for dai ly opera t ion and for providing space 
to a c c o m m o d a t e e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s of p a t i e n t s . It c o v e r s 
pe r iods of s u c c e s s e s and f a i l u r e s , of s t r i f e , c o n t r o v e r s y and s t r i k e s . 
But it i s a l so an account of devot ion to a wor thy c a u s e , of t r i u m p h 
over a d v e r s i t y , and of a m o d e r n ins t i tu t ion -which today s e r v e s the 
people of Oswego and the su r round ing a r e a . 

A f o r e r u n n e r of the Oswego Hosp i ta l was the City Hosp i ta l , a 
cha r i t ab l e ins t i tu t ion for in f i rm and d i s e a s e d p a u p e r s , located on 
the lake s h o r e in the n o r t h e a s t e r n c o r n e r of the ci ty. An i t em in the 
C o m m e r c i a l T imes of D e c e m b e r 9, 1861, r e p o r t e d that though the 
building was old and somewhat d i lap ida ted , it was nea t and o r d e r l y , 
and that the pa t ien ts w e r e comfor tab ly lodged and wel l fed. The 
only compla in t concerned the lack of t o b a c c o . Another a r t i c l e in 
June of 1862, indica ted that t h e r e w e r e t h i r t y - s e v e n i n m a t e s r a n g 
ing f rom the aged to infants ; twenty of t hem m a l e s , s even teen fe 
m a l e s ; and five of t hem ch i ld r en . In d e s c r i b i n g the c a u s e s the 
newspape r noted that i n t e m p e r a n c e accounted for twenty- four , 
b l indness for two, insani ty t h r e e , and that t h r e e w e r e the "v ic t ims 
of the wi les of s e d u c e r s . " One pat ient was r e p o r t e d as being a 
f o r m e r l e a d e r in Oswego; and one, a f o r m e r sa loon keepe r , as 
being i n s a n e . The edi tor noted tha t the building was a r i cke ty shel l 
and should be r e m o v e d , and that o ther p rov i s ions be m a d e for the 
p a t i e n t s . 

The f i r s t s t ep toward the c r e a t i o n of the Oswego Hospi ta l was 
t aken on November 15, 1869, when a c o m m i t t e e of i n t e r e s t e d c i t i 
zens m e t at the City Counci l c h a m b e r s with M r . Lu the r Wright as 
c h a i r m a n and M r . John A. B a r r y as s e c r e t a r y . After adopting a 
se t of b y - l a w s , M r . Wright was e lec ted p r e s i d e n t of the Board of 
T r u s t e e s , wi th M r . A . S. P a g e , and M r . T. S. Mot t , v i c e - p r e s i 
den t s ; M r . Mann i s t e r W o r t s , s e c r e t a r y ; and M r . Benjamin Doo-
l i t t l e , t r e a s u r e r . O. J . H a r m o n , G. Mol l i son and B . H a g a m a n 
w e r e appointed to the Vis i t ing C o m m i t t e e ; and Wright , P a g e , Mott 
and Dooli t t le to the F inance C o m m i t t e e . The Execu t ive , or Vis i t 
ing Commi t t ee as it was cal led was au thor i zed to p r o c u r e a su i table 
p lace for the locat ion and cons t ruc t ion of the Oswego Hospital . In 
r e p o r t i n g the new organ iza t ion , the Daily A d v e r t i s e r and T i mes 
p red ic t ed "this p ro jec t s e e m s to be fairly on i ts legs now, and wil l 
l ive and p r o s p e r . " 

This r e p o r t , however , a p p e a r s to have been somewhat p r e m a -
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t u r e and over ly op t imis t i c s ince t h e r e is no r e c o r d of fur ther 
act ion or deve lopment until ten y e a r s l a t e r . 

E a r l y Organiza t ion 
In 1880, a group of Oswego women began mee t ing to d i s c u s s 

the poss ib i l i ty of opening a hospi ta l which they felt had long been 
needed . The f i r s t mee t ing , for which f o r m a l minu tes a r e ava i l 
ab le , of the Board of T r u s t e e s was held in October of 1880, but 
it was not unti l J a n u a r y , 1881, that the T r u s t e e s signed the 
a r t i c l e s of i n c o r p o r a t i o n . L a t e r that s a m e month t h e s e a r t i c l e s 
w e r e approved by a S u p r e m e Cour t j u s t i c e . 

Th i r ty t r u s t e e s w e r e named to guide the deve lopment of the 
new hosp i ta l ; fifteen lad ies and fifteen gent lemen who w e r e con
ce rned with the hea l th and we l fa re of the i r c i ty . 

M r s . C h a r l e s P a r d e e , p r e s i d e n t 
M r s . Wil l iam H o s m e r , vice p r e s i d e n t 
M r s . John T. Mott , v i c e - p r e s i d e n t 
M r s . Sidney VanAuken, s e c r e t a r y 
M r s . J a m e s D. M a c f a r l a n e , t r e a s u r e r 

M r s 
M r s 
M r s 
M r s 
M r s 
M r s 
M r s 
M r s 
M r s 
M r s 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 
M r . 

. J . B. Alexander 

. E . W. Sexsmi th 

. E . D. Stacy 

. C. W. P r a t t 

. C. N. Butler 

. A. C. McWhor t e r 

. C h a r l e s Bond 

. C. Mac fa r l ane 

. J a m e s M c C a r t h y 

. A. H. Fa i l i ng 
George Goble 
Switz Conde 
George Bur t 
M. P . Neal 
J . T. Mott 
C. W. P a r d e e 
J . F . Johnson 
A the lbe r t C r o p s e y 
J . B. L a t h r o p 
George D e F o r e s t 
R. T. M o r r o w 
W. P . Judson 
J. C la rke Howe 
J. D. Macfa r l ane 

Early mee t ings of the B<".ard w e r e devoted l a r g e l y to the 
ques t ion of a su i tab le s i te for the new h o s p i t a l . Two poss ible 
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loca t ions w e r e given s e r i o u s cons ide r a t i on , both of t hem avai lable 
without cos t . One, on the E a s t R ive r Road , was offered as a gift 
f rom the h e i r s of the C a r r i n g t o n e s t a t e , and was f a v o r e d by some 
of the T r u s t e e s because its locat ion outs ide the ci ty would be d e s i r 
able in c a se of an e p i d e m i c . The other s i t e , on West F o u r t h S t r e e t , 
donated by Thomas Mott was accep ted because gas and a d ra inage 
s y s t e m could be ins ta l l ed t h e r e with m i n i m u m expense , and because 
the West P a r k was n e a r b y to provide an e x e r c i s e ground for the 
p a t i e n t s . 

However , they w e r e a long way f inancia l ly f rom being able to 
t ake advantage of e i ther offer. In the s p r i n g of 1881, the T r u s t e e s 
adopted a plan to so l ic i t Oswego bus ine s s m e n for cont r ibu t ions 
to s t a r t the hosp i t a l . At the s a m e t i m e they dec ided to p lace con
t r ibu t ion boxes in the f ac to r i e s and P o s t Office for public dona t ions , 
al though at that t ime the a v e r a g e c i t i zen s e e m e d to have been apa
the t i c , if not ac t ive ly opposed, to the idea of the hosp i t a l . 

To coun te r ac t th is lack of public i n t e r e s t , the lad ies of the 
Board of T r u s t e e s sugges ted that a house be r en ted and a hosp i ta l 
s t a r t e d at once on a s m a l l s c a l e , and thus show the need that exis ted 
for such an ins t i tu t ion . The p roposa l was adopted over the object ions 
of some of the gen t lemen when a D r . Murphy cont r ibu ted five hundred 
do l l a r s to c a r r y out the sugges t ion . 

In Apr i l of 1881, the lad ies r e n t e d the Eagle House on West 
Second S t r e e t for $175 per y e a r , and h i r e d a super in tenden t and 
m a t r o n , Dennis and Hannah D u n s m o r e , for twenty-f ive do l l a r s a 
month . This t e m p o r a r y s ix -bed hosp i ta l opened in May 1881. 

Appointed to the m e d i c a l staff of the new hosp i ta l w e r e nine 
Oswego p h y s i c i a n s : 

D r . Macfa r l ane , consul t ing 
D r . Cla rk 
D r . Coe 

D r . Stockwel l , a t tending 
D r . Eddy 
D r . Dowd 
D r . Tully 
D r . Bur rows 

D r . E l v i r a Ra in i e r 

About th is t i m e t h e r e s e e m s to have been a division of labor 
between the ladies and the gen t lemen of the Board . The lad ies 
often m e t s e p a r a t e l y , in addition to the r e g u l a r m e e t i n g s , and 
c a r e d for all de ta i l s of opera t ing the hosp i ta l including p e r s o n n e l , 
food, v is i t ing h o u r s , and col lec t ion of money for c u r r e n t e x p e n s e s . 
They appointed a Visi t ing C o m m i t t e e , of two m e m b e r s , which r o 
ta ted among the ladies and a s s u m e d a g r e a t deal of the r e s p o n s i 
bil i ty all th rough the ea r ly y e a r s . Meanwhi le , the m e n c a r r i e d on 
with the ma jo r f inancial burden of e s t ab l i sh ing the hospi ta l in a 
p e r m a n e n t bui lding. 
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In Oc tobe r , the Vis i t ing C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t e d that seven pa t ien ts 
had been c a r e d for in the hops i t a l dur ing the month of S e p t e m b e r , 
1881. The weekly r a t e s a t tha t t i m e w e r e : P r i v a t e pa t ients $ 5 . 0 0 
to $10. 00; paying pat ients $3 . 50; and city poor $2. 50 a week . These 
t e r m s had been se t by the Board and could be changed at the d i s 
c r e t i on of the Vis i t ing C o m m i t t e e . 

A l i s t of gifts donated dur ing th is month s e e m e d to indica te that 
people all over the ci ty w e r e beginning to suppor t the hosp i t a l p r o 
j e c t . These gifts w e r e : 

one stove 
one lounge 
seven cents f rom M r s . P i tk in 
i n s u r a n c e policy for $400 f rom M r . McWhor t e r 
s tove pipe and zinc f r o m M r s . C h a r l e s Bond 
Quil ts f rom some g i r l s in the Th i rd Ward 
cups and s a u c e r s f rom M r s . M c C a r t h y 
two b a s k e t s , two s h e e t s , one tab le and seven towels f rom 

a fr iend 
F i n a n c e s r e m a i n e d a ma jo r p r o b l e m throughout the e a r l y y e a r s 

of the Hosp i t a l ' s e x i s t e n c e . The l ad ies of the Board eventua l ly b e 
c a m e quite invent ive in t h e i r m o n e y - m a k i n g s c h e m e s . They inaugu
r a t e d the idea of a Hospi ta l Benefit which b e c a m e an annual event , 
m o r e and m o r e e l a b o r a t e unt i l it was f inally abandoned in 1894. At 
one t i m e the benefit net ted a profi t of $2527 for the hosp i t a l . The 
lad ies a l so p e r s u a d e d wel l -known Oswego people to give l e c t u r e s 
and other f o r m s of e n t e r t a i n m e n t to r a i s e funds. They had a z i ther 
conce r t , a m i n s t r e l show, and an o p e r e t t a . One benefac tor even 
opened h e r home to exhibi t an a l a b a s t e r m o d e l of the Taj Mahal , at 
twenty-f ive cents per c u s t o m e r . F o r many y e a r s the c h u r c h e s 
w e r e so l i c i t ed for b a s k e t s of food. 

The p e r s o n n e l of th is s m a l l hosp i t a l apparen t ly cons i s t ed of a 
fu l l - t ime staff of t h r e e peop le : a supe r in t enden t , a m a t r o n , and a 
cook who was paid $2. 50 a week in w a g e s . N u r s e s w e r e cal led 
•when needed. 

The f i r s t annual e lec t ion of the Board of T r u s t e e s was held in 
November of 1881. The m e m b e r s had p rev ious ly d rawn lots to 
d e t e r m i n e t he i r t e r m s of office; ten w e r e to s e r v e t h r e e y e a r s , t en 
for two y e a r s , and ten for one y e a r . This f i r s t e lec t ion was to 
r e p l a c e those who had only the one y e a r to s e r v e . 

The Board s e e m s to have been s e l f -pe rpe tua t i ng s ince the only 
ones who voted w e r e the T r u s t e e s t h e m s e l v e s . F i f t y - t h r e e n a m e s 
w e r e p roposed and voted on in D e c e m b e r , but eve ry p e r s o n e lec ted 
was a ho ld -ove r f rom the p rev ious b o a r d . 

In i ts infancy the hosp i t a l a p p e a r s to have been p r i m a r i l y a 
cha r i t ab l e ins t i tu t ion . The r e p o r t of the Visi t ing C o m m i t t e e for 
Apr i l 1881, m o r e or l e s s typ ica l , r e c o r d s only one paying pa t ien t 
out of s ix . It was at this t i m e the Hospi ta l was des igna ted by the 
U. S. Government as a Mar ine Hospi ta l and $ 1 . 00 per day was paid 
for s a i l o r s who w e r e pa t i en t s . 
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The F i r s t P e r m a n e n t Building 
In Sep tember 1882, d i s c u s s i o n of a p e r m a n e n t Hospi ta l bui ld

ing was r e - o p e n e d with a r e p o r t f rom a c o m m i t t e e concern ing 
poss ib le use* of the Stone house on the c o r n e r of West Thi rd and 
Schuyler S t r e e t s which could be p u r c h a s e d for $6, 000. The con
s e n s u s , however , s e e m e d to favor bu i ld ing a new s t r u c t u r e , even 
though it would have to be built of wood, on the land a l r eady 
offered by M r . Mott . 

At a spec i a l mee t ing ca l led l a t e r the s a m e month , r e s i d e n t s 
of West Thi rd S t r ee t p r e s e n t e d a p r o t e s t aga ins t the use of the 
Stone house for a hosp i t a l . M r . Mott then renewed his offer of 
the lot and, in addit ion, pledged $ 1 , 0 0 0 if the Board could r a i s e 
a sufficient sum to comple te the bui lding. His only s t ipula t ions 
w e r e that a t e r r a c e be built along the wes t l ine toge ther with a 
s ix-foot f ence . The Board voted to accep t the offer, and p a s s e d 
a r e so lu t i on that $8, 000 was a sufficient amount to cover c o n s t r u c 
tion of a new building. C o m m i t t e e s w e r e appointed to col lec t sub
s c r i p t i o n s ; and in F e b r u a r y 1883, a p e r m a n e n t building c o m m i t t e e 
was appointed with the following m e m b e r s : J . T. Mott, George 
Goble, C. W. P a r d e e , Wil l iam Judson , Thomas Mathews , D r . 
Mac fa r l ane and D r . Tul ly . Oswego phys ic ians w e r e invi ted to 
act as a d v i s o r s . 

In M a r c h 1883, five bids w e r e p r e s e n t e d ranging f rom $8, 214 
to $11 ,012 , and the con t rac t was awarded to J a m e s Gibbs as low 
b idde r . 

At th is la te da te , M r . Conde en t e r ed a p r o t e s t because the 
new hosp i t a l would adjoin his r e s i d e n c e and p r o p e r t y on West Fifth 
S t r e e t . However , the Board , feel ing that it had a public t r u s t to 
build the hosp i t a l , voted to ignore the p r o t e s t and to cont inue , 
despite the i r p e r s o n a l f r iend ship for M r . Conde. He r e s i g n e d 
f rom the Board l a t e r that yea r but did not give a r e a s o n . 

In October 1883, the t r e a s u r e r was r e q u i r e d to m a k e a f inan
cia l r e p o r t to the State Board of C h a r i t i e s at Albany for the f i sca l 
yea r ending Sep tember 30th. The r e p o r t showed to ta l a s s e t s , in
cluding r e a s l e s t a t e and s tocks and bonds , to be $ 1 4 , 5 5 8 . 8 7 , with 
an indeb tedness of $3 , 582. Total r e c e i p t s f rom different s o u r c e s 
for the yea r had amounted to $ 8 , 4 5 4 . 53, with expend i tu res of 
$8 , 075 for ope ra t ion . Thus they w e r e jus t about keeping the i r 
heads above w a t e r . F i f ty-four pa t ien ts had r e c e i v e d hosp i ta l c a r e 
dur ing the y e a r , and of these about half w e r e cha r i ty c a s e s . 

New Building Dedica ted 
The new hosp i t a l building was accep ted f rom the co n t r ac t o r 

by the Board of T r u s t e e s at a m e e t i n g held on J a n u a r y 21 , 1884, 
but it was decided not to move into the new q u a r t e r s unt i l af ter a 
f o r m a l opening. 

The Oswego Pa l l ad ium of F e b r u a r y 21 , 1884, d e s c r i b e d the 
dedica t ion c e r e m o n i e s in s o m e de t a i l : 
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"This afternoon at 2 o 'c lock, the doors of the new City-
Hospi ta l w e r e thrown open and soon a f t e rward the building 
was dense ly filled with lad ies and gent lemen who came to 
wi tnes s the fo rma l opening of the ins t i tu t ion and inspec t i t . 
The invi tat ion was to all c i t i z ens , and it was generous ly 
accep ted . 

"The e x e r c i s e s began with m u s i c by Andlef inger ' s 
o r c h e s t r a , the m e m b e r s having volunteered the i r s e r v i c e s 
for the occas ion . 

"Col . A. Cropsey , one of the t r u s t e e s , p r e s ided at the 
c e r e m o n y . The Reve rend D. Tully of the F i r s t P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church offered p r a y e r , and then M r . G. W. P a r k h u r s t r e ad 
a h i s t o r i c a l sketch of the hosp i ta l f rom the t i m e the f i r s t 
m e e t i n g s w e r e held by the lad ies to cons ide r the m a t t e r in 
1880, up to the p r e s e n t . In the f i r s t yea r 32 p e r s o n s w e r e 
c a r e d for in the old hosp i t a l . At the end of the f i r s t working 
yea r a ba lance of $ 1 , 842. 44 r e m a i n e d in the t r e a s u r y , $500 
of which was given to D r . C. P . M u r r a y of New York to in
ves t and which he has s ince l a r g e l y i n c r e a s e d . The number 
of pa t ients c a r e d for dur ing the second yea r was f o r t y - n i n e . 
The land upon which the hosp i t a l was e r e c t e d was donated, 
toge the r with $1 ,000 by M r . Thomas S. Mott . The to ta l cos t 
of the new building, including f ix tures , was $ 1 0 , 5 7 3 . 8 3 , and 
is capable of accommoda t ing 30 p a t i e n t s . The co rpo ra t i on 
owes about $3 , 000 b o r r o w e d m o n e y , but it i s hoped to soon 
wipe out the debt . 

"The Reve rend F a t h e r Griffa of St. M a r y ' s Church fol
lowed with a p leas ing a d d r e s s . He said the " g a p " in our c h a r i 
t ab le ins t i tu t ions was today happi ly f i l led, and the o c c a s i o n of 
the dedica t ion of the hosp i ta l was one to be r e c o m m e n d e d . He 
e x p r e s s e d his thanks to the lad ies who have been i n s t r u m e n t a l 
in e s t ab l i sh ing the hosp i t a l , for having e r e c t e d such a c h a r i 
t ab le monumen t in the m i d s t of h i s p a r i s h . He hoped the good 
work would be app rec i a t ed by our c i t i zens and that all would 
join hands and help the work along. 

" D r . Powel l of New York was next in t roduced and r e a d a 
ve ry i n t e r e s t i n g a d d r e s s . 

" D r . C. P . M u r r a y was the l a s t s p e a k e r . His a d d r e s s was 
a t ten t ive ly l i s t ened to by the aud i ence . The e x e r c i s e s c losed 
with m u s i c . " 

The Hospi ta l Building 
The account of the dedica t ion d e s c r i b e d in de ta i l the building 

and the fac i l i t i es it conta ined: 

"The hosp i ta l edifice is e r e c t e d on the lot at the c o r n e r 
of West F o u r t h and Schuyler S t r e e t s , 200 by 100 feet in s i z e , 
the gift of M r , T. Mott . The lot is finely graded and d r a i n e d . 

> 
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"The building fronts on F o u r t h S t r e e t and is of wood. The 
f loors a r e of oak; the ce i l ings a r e high; and the r o o m s a r e 
wel l ven t i l a t ed . The s t r u c t u r e is two s t o r i e s high with an 
a t t i c , a d ry ing r o o m , and s e r v a n t s ' q u a r t e r s . 

"The w a r d s for the pa t ien ts a r e loca ted in each end of the 
building on the f i r s t f loor , with ten beds in each w a r d . The 
r o o m s a r e for ty feet long by twenty feet w ide , and a r e wel l 
l ighted with eight l a r g e windows . T h e r e a r e l a r g e f i r e 
p laces in each end of the m a i n w a r d s ; and bath and w a s h 
r o o m s a t t ached , wel l suppl ied with hot and cold w a t e r . 

"The f i r s t r o o m to the r igh t of the ma in e n t r a n c e is 
the d i s p e n s a r y . It was furn ished g r a t i s by D r . C. P . M u r r a y , 
and is wel l supplied with m e d i c i n e s and a fine se t of su rg i ca l 
i n s t r u m e n t s . 

"The r ecep t ion r o o m , a c r o s s the ha l l f rom the d i spen 
s a r y , i s pla inly but neat ly fu rn i shed . The m a t r o n ' s r o o m 
is loca ted jus t off the hal lway connect ing the w a r d s , and 
d i r e c t l y in the r e a r of this is the dining r o o m for female 
p a t i e n t s . The dining r o o m for m a l e pa t ien ts opens off the 
south w a r d , and the pan t ry is between the two dining r o o m s . 
The k i tchen , l aundry and s t o r e r o o m s a r e in the b a s e m e n t . 
The two f o r m e r r o o m s a r e fi t ted out with al l m o d e r n con
v e n i e n c e s . 

Second F loo r 
" T h e r e a r e five r o o m s on the second floor al l p leasan t ly 

s i t ua t ed . The c h i l d r e n ' s w a r d has two beds at the p r e s e n t 
t i m e . On each s ide of the c h i l d r e n ' s w a r d is a p r iva t e r oom; 
one has been neat ly furnished by the ' G l e a n e r s ' a Sunday 
School c l a s s in the Congrega t iona l Church , and the other was 
furn i shed by Miss Kate M a c f a r l a n e . An e leva tor in the cen
t e r of the building runs f rom the b a s e m e n t to the top of the 
bui lding. It is run by hand and wil l be used to convey goods 
f rom one floor to the o t h e r . 

The Bui lders 
" M r . J a m e s Gibbs, the wel l -known c o n t r a c t o r , did the 

c a r p e n t e r work; John Smith , J r . , the p l a s t e r i n g and m a s o n r y ; 
Savage and Skinner the painting and gra in ing; and Scully and 
Cus ick the p lumbing. All m a y well feel proud of the i r work 
which has been p e r f o r m e d in the m o s t s a t i s f ac to ry m a n n e r . 

" T h e r e a r e six pa t ients in the old hosp i t a l , and the i r 
r e m o v a l to the new building will depend upon the i r condit ion 
and the s t a t e of the w e a t h e r . They will probably be t r a n s 
f e r r e d next month . 

" M r s . Rowlison is m a t r o n of the ins t i tu t ion a s s i s t e d by 
he r son, M r . George P r o s s e r . The n u r s e is M i s s Swet tenham, 
and the at tending physic ian at the p r e s e n t is D r . E l v i r a R a i n i e r . " 
Thus , the new Oswego Hospi ta l was opened and opera ted under 

d i r ec t i on of a group of p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d c i t izens who saw the i r hopes 
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r e a l i z e d for be t t e r c a r e of the s ick . As t i m e went on, an ope ra t ing 
r o o m , the gift of M r , Leona rd A m e s , was built , and an i so la t ion 
ward was added. A s e p a r a t e bui lding, a c a r r i a g e house , was con
ve r t ed into a m o r g u e . A te lephone was f i r s t ins ta l l ed at the h o s p i 
ta l in 1887 at a cos t of $20. 00 per y e a r . 

F i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m s , however , r e m a i n e d acu te . Although 
m o r e money was coming in, the extent of the s e r v i c e s r e n d e r e d 
the public had been much expanded and the qual i ty i m p r o v e d . Be
s ides the l a r g e s u b s c r i p t i o n s , which w e r e col lec ted in i n s t a l l m e n t s , 
the city had been divided into its va r ious w a r d s and a door to door 
c a n v a s s was c a r r i e d out each y e a r . In 1893, subsc r ip t i ons net ted 
$ 1 , 351 . 

By 1890, the Hospi ta l was r e c e i v i n g some c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
l a r g e beques t s and gifts . Also by that t i m e , different groups and 
individuals of the city w e r e endowing beds at $3 , 000 per bed. The 
Board decided to inves t t he se l a r g e r s u m s of money , and to use 
only the i n t e r e s t for c u r r e n t running e x p e n s e s . 

The ma jo r p a r t of this money was inves ted in s tock of the 
R . W . and O. R a i l r o a d . 

The annual r e p o r t for 1894 shows hosp i t a l r e c e i p t s f rom con
t r ibu t ions w e r e $4, 696 and expend i tu res w e r e $4, 080 to m a k e a 
s m a l l su rp lus of $616 for the y e a r . Ninety-f ive pa t ients had been 
admi t ted dur ing that y e a r . 

Hospi ta l Po l icy and Ra te s 
Near the end of the yea r 1895, the Board of T r u s t e e s i s s u e d 

a p r in ted s t a t e m e n t s ta t ing policy and l i s t ing r a t e s for p a t i e n t s . 
Because of i ts h i s t o r i c a l va lue , the s t a t e m e n t is r e p r o d u c e d below 
in i ts e n t i r e t y : 

OSWEGO HOSPITAL 

It is the d e s i r e of the Board of T r u s t e e s of the Oswego 
Hosp i ta l tha t the ins t i tu t ion sha l l r e c e i v e the suppor t of a l l 
the c i t i zens and of all m e m b e r s of the m e d i c a l p ro fes s ion 
in Oswego and i ts v ic ini ty . It is be l ieved that this suppor t 
wil l be cheerfu l ly given when the p r iv i l eges and fac i l i t i es 
of the Hospi ta l a r e unde r s tood . The following e x c e r p t f rom 
the r u l e s i s t h e r e f o r e m a d e : 

Cases Rece ived 

The Hospi ta l r e c e i v e s al l c a s e s of injury or of s i c k n e s s , 
except ing insane p e r s o n s , i n e b r i a t e s , con tag ious , o b s t e t 
r i c a l , ch ron ic and i ncu rab l e d i s e a s e s . 

P r i c e s for Wards 
P r i c e s for t r e a t m e n t in the w a r d s of the Hosp i ta l a r e : 

F o r m e d i c a l c a s e s . . . $ 4 . 0 0 per week 
F o r s u r g i c a l c a s e s . . . $ 7 . 0 0 per week 

These p r i c e s include board , m e d i c i n e , nu r s ing , and the 
s e r v i c e s of the v i s i t ing phys ic i an . 
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Benef ic ia r i es 
P r o p e r pa t ients who a r e unable to pay t he se c h a r g e s in 

whole or in p a r t , m a y and sha l l be admi t t ed , and wi l l r e c e i v e 
the s a m e c a r e and a t tent ion as o t h e r s . 

P r i v a t e P a t i e n t s 
Any phys ic ian of good s tanding in any school of med ic ine 

can place and t r e a t his p r iva te pa t ien ts in p r iva t e r o o m s of 
the Hosp i t a l , subjec t to the l imi t a t i ons s t a t ed above and to 
the approva l of the vis i t ing phys ic i an . 

P r i c e s for P r i v a t e Rooms 
P r i c e s for p r iva te r o o m s r a n g e f rom $8 .00 to $15 .00 per 

week , which include board , m e d i c i n e , o r d i n a r y n u r s e s , and 
s e r v i c e s of the vis i t ing phys ic ian , un l e s s the p r iva te pat ient 
is one whom the vis i t ing phys ic ian has sent to the Hospi ta l 
as his own p r iva t e pa t ien t . P r i v a t e pa t ien ts can se l ec t the i r 
own phys ic ian at t he i r own expense . E x t r a cha rge is m a d e 
for a p r iva te n u r s e . 

Admis s ion of P a t i e n t s 
Appl ica t ions for the a d m i s s i o n of pa t ients should be 

m a d e to the, super in tenden t of the Hosp i t a l , w h e r e al l infor
ma t ion wi l l be given, and pat ients r e c e i v i n g p e r m i t s f rom 
the v i s i t ing phys ic ian wil l be duly admi t t ed . 

E m e r g e n c i e s 
E m e r g e n c y c a s e s a r e r e c e i v e d at any t i m e without p r e 

vious appl ica t ion . 

V i s i t o r s 
F r i e n d s of the pa t ien ts m a y vis i t them on Wednesdays 

and Sa tu rdays between the h o u r s of t h r e e and five o 'c lock p . m . 
V i s i t o r s to the Hospi ta l a r e co rd ia l ly w e l c o m e d . 

By o r d e r of the Board of T r u s t e e s . 
Oswego, N. Y . , D e c e m b e r 10, 1895 

School of Nurs ing 
To o v e r c o m e the lack of t r a i n e d n u r s e s , the hosp i ta l i naugura t ed 

i ts own educat ional p r o g r a m in 1897. The t r a in ing per iod was for one 
year ; the f i r s t month a probat ion without s a l a r y , and for the r e m a i n d e r 
of the yea r the t r a i n e e s w e r e paid $10 .00 a mon th . In r e t u r n for th is 
t r a i n i n g the n u r s e s w e r e r e q u i r e d to be ava i lab le for work in the h o s 
pital for one year after complet ion of the i n s t r u c t i o n . 

L a t e r the p r o g r a m was expanded to two y e a r s of t r a in ing for 
which the n u r s e s r ece ived a ce r t i f i ca t e of prof ic iency f rom the phy
s i c i ans and the T r u s t e e s of the hosp i t a l . In M a r c h of 1906, it was 
announced that the p r o g r a m m e t the r e q u i r e m e n t s of the State D e p a r t 
ment and that the school was fully r e g i s t e r e d . 

An Opera t ing Room 
An ed i to r i a l in the Oswego Daily T i m e s , August 3, 1898, c o m 

mented on a notable addition to the growing convenience of the hosp i t a l , 
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an ope ra t i ng r o o m m a d e pos s ib l e by a gene rous gift f rom M r . 
L e o n a r d A m e s , S r . The new fac i l i ty was d e s c r i b e d in some 
d e t a i l : 

"Leona rd A m e s ' Magnif icent Gift 
to the Hosp i ta l 

"The new s t r u c t u r e is s i tua ted d i r e c t l y over the dining 
r o o m facing the r e a r of the hosp i t a l , and commanding an 
exce l l en t view of West Fif th S t r e e t . 

"It i s divided into t h r e e c o m p a r t m e n t s , the l a r g e r to 
be u t i l ized for ope ra t i ng p u r p o s e s whi le the other two a r e 
an e the r i z ing r o o m and a s t e r i l i z i n g r o o m . 

"It is f inished in pure whi te with a s u p e r - a b u n d a n c e 
of l ight; a f igured t i le floor wi th a n a r r o w cas ing of m a r b l e ; 
wa l l s and cei l ing a r e p l a s t e r ; and heavy gas and e l e c t r i c 
chande l i e r d rops f rom the c e n t e r of the r o o m . All of the 
furn ish ings a r e f rom the Kuy Schuver w a r e r o o m s at New York . " 

A New Loca t ion 
E a r l y in 1906 it b e c a m e evident that the old hosp i t a l was 

inadequate to m e e t the needs of a growing populat ion in Oswego 
and the s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a . Because of the p r e s s i n g need for m o r e 
s p a c e , the Board of T r u s t e e s began to cons ide r cons t ruc t ion of a 
comple t e ly new and l a r g e r building on the s a m e s i te at an e s t i 
m a t e d cos t of be tween $35, 000 and $40, 000. In F e b r u a r y , the 
Oswego Daily T imes announced tha t plans and spec i f ica t ions for 
the new building had a r r i v e d , and w e r e ava i lab le for s tudy by con
t r a c t o r s in p r e p a r a t i o n of b ids . The new building was d e s c r i b e d 
as being a h a n d s o m e b r i c k s t r u c t u r e four s t o r i e s high and with a 
full b a s e m e n t . An a r c h i t e c t ' s drawing of the p roposed building 
p r in ted in the newspape r ind ica ted that it was to be l a r g e and m o d 
e r n in des ign . 

Toward the end of M a r c h , the T imes r e p o r t e d tha t bids for 
the hosp i t a l had been opened at the office of R. A. Downey in the 
p r e s e n c e of the Building C o m m i t t e e , and tha t a combina t ion of 
the lowes t f igures m a d e a grand to ta l of $54, 350, an amount 
which exceeded the o r ig ina l e s t i m a t e of the c o s t . Need le s s to 
say t h e r e -were many e x p r e s s i o n s of d i sappoin tment that the d r e a m s 
for a new hosp i t a l migh t not be r e a l i z e d . 

Next day, however , the T r u s t e e s held a spec ia l mee t ing to 
d e t e r m i n e a way out of the d i l e m m a . It was then decided to aban
don the old s i te and to i n s t r u c t a r c h i t e c t Wil l iams to p r e p a r e new 
plans for a hospi ta l to be e s t ab l i shed at the c o r n e r of West Br idge 
and Sixth S t r e e t s on what was known as the DeWolfe p r o p e r t y 
which was then ava i lab le and occupied as the r e s i d e n c e of M r . 
David Hunt. 

P r e l i m i n a r y plans ca l led for the DeWolfe house to be used 
as an A d m i n i s t r a t i o n building with r e c e p t i o n r o o m s , phys i c i an ' s 
consul t ing r o o m and board r o o m on the f i r s t f loor; a c h i l d r e n ' s 
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w a r d , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s r o o m and p r iva t e hosp i ta l r o o m s on the 
second f loor . The b a r n located on the grounds to be changed 
into a home su i tab le for the n u r s e s l iving q u a r t e r s . It was e s t i 
m a t e d that the cos t of acqui r ing the p r o p e r t y would be $15, 000, 
plus $40 ,000 for the bui lding. The Board of T r u s t e e s ac ted 
swiftly, and on M a r c h 31 , 1906, the n e w s p a p e r s announced that 
the p u r c h a s e of the DeWolfe p r o p e r t y for $15, 000 had been c o m 
pleted the day be fo re . M r s . Hunt, who had been occupying the 
r e s i d e n c e a g r e e d to move to West Fifth S t r e e t to live with he r son . 

Once a c o u r s e of act ion had been a g r e e d upon, the next 
p r o b l e m was one of f inances . About $26 ,000 was ava i l ab le , and 
it was a s s u m e d that another $10, 000 could be r a i s e d by m o r t 
gaging the DeWolfe p r o p e r t y , thus leaving $19 ,000 or l e s s to be 
r a i s e d . The newspape r pointed out that "As n e a r l y everybody 
favors the new s i t e , the added $19 ,000 should be eas i ly covered 
by s u b s c r i p t i o n s in the nea r f u t u r e . " The old F o u r t h S t r ee t 
p r o p e r t y could not be sold s ince it r e v e r t e d back to the Mott 
E s t a t e under the t e r m s of the o r ig ina l deed to the hosp i t a l . 

Funds w e r e r e c e i v e d f rom m a n y di f ference s o u r c e s , and 
on June 1, 1906 the l a s t payment for the new locat ion was made 
by the hosp i t a l au thor i t i e s who w e r e then able to take p o s s e s s i o n 
as soon as the house was vaca ted . D r . M a c F a r l a n e cont r ibuted 
$5 , 000 for the Board to use the e n t i r e amount except for the con
dit ion that he r e c e i v e the i n t e r e s t of four p e r c e n t . 

F u r n i s h i n g the new hosp i t a l building gave an oppor tuni ty 
to different individuals to make specif ic con t r i bu t i ons . The 
T r u s t e e s announced the i r r e a d i n e s s to m a k e a g r e e m e n t s with 
p e r s o n s who wished to endow a r o o m or to p u r c h a s e equ ipment . 
It was r e p o r t e d that $7, 500 would endow a r o o m , and provide 
f ree c a r e and nu r s ing of an occupant to be named by the donor; 
a s u b s c r i p t i o n of $5 ,000 would endow a r o o m to be named after 
the donor who could des igna te an occupant for f ree c a r e not to 
exceed e ight months in any one f i s ca l y e a r . F o r $3 , 000, a donor 
could endow a bed in a w a r d and n a m e a r e c i p i e n t of f ree c a r e , 
and a l so have a namep la t e a t tached to the bed. A donation of 
$ 1 , 000 p e r m i t t e d the donor to n a m e a r o o m with a namep la t e on 
the door , but included no r igh t s as to occupancy of the r o o m . 
One hundred twenty-five d o l l a r s provided fu rn i tu re for a p r i 
vate r o o m ; one hundred and ten d o l l a r s fu rn i shed a bed in the 
c h i l d r e n ' s w a r d and ent i t led the donor to a namep la t e on the bed. 
Fifty d o l l a r s and up ent i t led the con t r ibu to r to have his n a m e 
e n t e r e d on the p e r m a n e n t r e c o r d of t hose who cont r ibu ted t o w a r d s 
the new hosp i t a l . 

By m i d - J u n e of 1906, hosp i t a l n u r s e s w e r e occupying the 
house , and gifts of fu rn i tu re and household goods w e r e being r e 
ceived f rom gene rous c i t i z e n s . M r s . David Hunt kindly gave the 
bookcases f rom the l i b r a r y ; the C a r p e n t e r ' s and J o i n e r ' s Union 
con t r ibu ted $ 2 5 . 0 0 , and the P a i n t e r ' s P a p e r - H a n g e r s and D e c o r a 
t o r s Union a l so donated a l ike s u m . 
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For the next s e v e r a l y e a r s the n e w s p a p e r s r e p o r t e d on many 
unique me thods of r a i s i n g funds for the new hosp i t a l . Dur ing Old 
Home Week, v i s i t o r s and c i t i zens found g l a s s j a r s in off ices , s t o r e s 
and sa loons await ing the i r gene rous cont r ibu t ions toward the building 
fund, A number of d a n c e s and lawn p a r t i e s w e r e held at the new 
s i t e , and it was p roposed to l e a s e the house for d a n c e s , b r idge 
w h i s t s , and other soc ia l events unti l the building could be conve r t ed . 
Many gene rous gifts w e r e r e c e i v e d dur ing the yea r and acknowledged 
in the public p r e s s . 

A p r o g r e s s r e p o r t given at the annual mee t ing of the Board in 
Oc tober of 1906 indica ted that r e c e i p t s to ta l led $ 3 6 , 2 7 6 . 8 0 , for which 
the m e m b e r s e x p r e s s e d apprec i a t ion to the many c o n t r i b u t o r s . The 
s a m e r e p o r t l i s t ed as off icers of the Board : P r e s i d e n t , M r s . C a r -
r ing ton M a c F a r l a n e ; f i r s t v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , M r s . John S. P a r s o n s ; 
second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , M r s . Lu the r W. Mott; t r e a s u r e r , M r s . Wal
t e r R. F i s h e r ; and r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y , Miss Edith Sloan. D r . 
M a c F a r l a n e was c h a i r m a n of the building c o m m i t t e e , with Caldwel l 
B. Benson, Thomas Kingsford , and R. A. Downey as m e m b e r s of 
the Boa rd . 

The year 1907 opened with a New Y e a r ' s Eve Char i ty Ball 
o rgan i zed by the L e n d - a - H a n d C i r c l e as a hosp i t a l benefit held at 
Condley ' s Hal l wi th Schi l l ing ' s o r c h e s t r a providing the m u s i c . This 
o rgan i za t i on c a r r i e d on the p ro jec t for m a n y y e a r s a f t e rwa rds and 
it was a lways a fes t ive event . 

Hosp i ta l Twigs 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t of the "Twig S y s t e m , " a group of s m a l l c i r c l e s 

of twelve to fifteen m e m b e r s under the con t ro l of the " P a r e n t S t e m " 
b o a r d , was an i m p o r t a n t deve lopment in the public suppor t of the 
hosp i t a l e a r l y in 1907. P a t t e r n e d af ter a s i m i l a r o rgan iza t ion in 
R o c h e s t e r , the lad ies in the different " T w i g s " devoted t he i r efforts 
to helping the new ins t i tu t ion , not only in r a i s i n g funds for the 
building p ro jec t but a l so as a s t eady s o u r c e of money for m a i n t e n 
a n c e . Nineteen twig groups w e r e f o r m e d dur ing the y e a r , m o s t of 
them with n a m e s of t r e e s : S p r u c e , Willow, L a u r e l , P o p l a r , H e m 
lock, C e d a r , Oak, E l m , P a l m , P i n e , Ches tnut , E v e r g r e e n , Maple 
and P ine Bud. A few adopted n a m e s a s s o c i a t e d with n a t u r e , but 
not of a t r e e : L i l a c , Holly, Busy Bee , E a s t e r n S t a r , and Lend-
a -Hand . 

M e m b e r s of the twigs se t about e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y with the t a s k 
of r a i s i n g money for the new hosp i t a l . Maple Twig s p o n s o r e d a 
new form of public e n t e r t a i n m e n t known as Moving P i c t u r e Shows 
at the Lyceum T h e a t r e , and c h a r g e d s p e c t a t o r s a ten cent a d m i s 
s ion . Willow Twig o rgan ized a benefit c a r d p a r t y . Holly Twig 
held a whis t pa r t y and Spruce Twig p r e s e n t e d two plays at the 
R i c h a r d s o n T h e a t r e . A n e w s p a p e r i t e m in S e p t e m b e r of 1907 
r e p o r t e d tha t the twigs had a l r e a d y r a i s e d over $2, 000 and the 
m e m b e r s w e r e showing g r e a t ingenui ty with s c h e m e s for r a i s i n g 
money tha t r anged f rom bake s a l e s to t h e a t r i c a l e n t e r t a i n m e n t s . 
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It was expec ted that a l a r g e i n c r e a s e in r e c e i p t s would r e s u l t f rom 
the combined efforts of the l a d i e s . 

Funds for the New Building 
As efforts w e r e being m a d e to r a i s e money for the hosp i t a l , 

p lans w e r e going fo rward for the ac tua l cons t ruc t ion of the new 
bui ld ing . On June 5, 1907, the Oswego Dai ly T imes r e p o r t e d that 
bids had been opened, and that low b idde r s for hea t ing the hosp i t a l 
w e r e Oswego c o n t r a c t o r s T. M. H e n n e s s e y and M. B . Crawfo rd . 
A hea t ing s y s t e m r e f e r r e d to as d i r e c t - i n d i r e c t s t e a m was expec ted 
to cos t about $4, 000 to i n s t a l l . But f inances cont inued to t roub le 
the T r u s t e e s . In August the Board appea led to the public for m o r e 
cont r ibu t ions to cover an e s t i m a t e d cos t of $70 ,000 . M r . M. F . 
Stockwel l , t r e a s u r e r of the Building Fund r e p o r t e d r e c e i p t s as 
$ 3 2 , 2 2 1 . 4 5 ; and d i s b u r s e m e n t s for a r c h i t e c t , DeWolfe p r o p e r t y 
and o ther i t e m s as $26, 260. 03, l eav ing a ba lance of $26, 775. 31 
s t i l l to be r a i s e d . An ed i to r i a l in the Oswego T imes m a d e a 
s t r o n g appea l for suppo r t , and a sked tha t donat ions to m a d e d i r e c t 
ly to a t r u s t e e without p e r s o n a l so l i c i t a t ion . Shor t ly a f t e rwa rds 
the pape r r e p o r t e d that an unnamed individual had a g r e e d to m a k e 
an addi t ional cont r ibu t ion of $3 , 500 in addit ion to the l i b e r a l pledge 
a l r e a d y m a d e provided enough money was r a i s e d to m a k e it unnec 
e s s a r y to take a m o r t g a g e on the p r o p e r t y . This offer encouraged 
the T r u s t e e s to m a k e e v e r y effort to r a i s e enough money so the 
p e r s o n would m a k e the addi t ional $3 , 500 con t r ibu t ion . L a t e r r e p o r t s 
ind ica ted addi t ional funds w e r e r e c e i v e d f rom the Sloan E s t a t e and 
f r o m o ther d o n o r s . At the annual m e e t i n g in Oc tober the Boa rd 
announced that $40, 000 had a l r e a d y been r a i s e d and expended on 
the new building, and p r a i s e d the a s s i s t a n c e r e c e i v e d f rom the 
Twigs and f rom Oswego c i t i z e n s . 

In 1908, the n e w s p a p e r s announced that the new hosp i ta l 
bui lding was a l m o s t r e a d y and was to be a mode l ins t i tu t ion when 
comple t ed . By m i d - M a r c h , however , the building was s t i l l not o c 
cupied and the T r u s t e e s w e r e mak ing a d e t e r m i n e d effort to r a i s e 
money for the much needed fu rn i tu re and equ ipment . A M r s . Lock -
a r t y had been appointed as the new m a t r o n and was r e p o r t e d as m a k 
ing m a n y valuable sugges t ions for furnishing the r o o m s . 

To provide the addit ional funds, a novel plan was in t roduced 
by the Diamond Match Company and other i ndus t r i a l groups in 
Oswego, a five cen ts donation weekly f rom each employee was d e 
ducted f rom the payro l l for ma in t enance of the new hosp i t a l . 

Open house for public inspec t ion of the new building was held 
in m i d - A p r i l , and m o r e than 2 ,000 v i s i t o r s i n spec ted the fac i l i t i e s 
and the ope ra t ing r o o m loca ted on the th i rd f loor . D r . J . K. 
Stockwell had donated a cabinet for i n s t r u m e n t s , a t ab l e , and an 
o b s e r v a t i o n s tand for the s u r g i c a l d e p a r t m e n t . The P ine Twig 
had furn ished the m a t e r n i t y w a r d . To provide the n e c e s s a r y 
cove r ing for 100 windows in the bui lding, the Oswego Shade Cloth 
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Company furnished all of the cloth necessary, and the Minetto 
Shade Cloth Factory agreed to make the shades and to install 
them. 
Hospital Opens 

Moving day came at least on April 28, 1908, and a Mr. Fred 
Czirr was the first patient to occupy a bed in the new hospital. He 
had been in the old building for some time following an operation 
for appendicitis, and is said to have held a record as a result of 
this operation. The doctors stated that his appendix was the 
largest ever removed in Oswego. 

After corresponding with hospitals in Auburn and Watertown 
concerning prices charged, the Oswego authorities announced 
rates for the new hospital. Ward patients were charged $7.00 
per week, beds in semi-private wards $12.00, and private rooms 
$12. 00 to $25. 00 per week. 

A financial report issued by the Committee indicated that 
the weekly cost of operation amounted to $210. To meet expenses 
the City of Oswego paid $1, 500 a year, or approximately $30 per 
week for charity cases. Manufacturing plants paid $52. 00 a week, 
and receipts from patients averaged only about $98. 90 each week. 
As a result there was a weekly deficit of about $28. 00 to be made 
up by donations and contributions from the public. 

Donations included supplies and food from area farmers , 
some of whom paid their bills in produce. Contributions came 
from many sources. When Governor Hughes appeared in Oswego 
in August of 1908 to address the Fireman's Convention, ladies of 
the Hospital Twigs raised $2,600 by selling souvenir tags to the 
public. 
Nurse's Home 

The barn on the grounds was removed and a large brick 
building was erected facing Seventh Street for use as a home for 
the nurses , most of the money for the addition having been raised 
by the Twigs. A 1915 report stated that the Twigs had donated 
$1,449.90 toward the mortgage on the Nurse's Home and again a 
similar report is found in 1920. The 1915 report indicated that 
costs of operating the Hospital were $28, 248. 45, income $23,569.71 
and a deficit of $4, 678. 74, also in 1915 Mr. Benjamin T. Chase 
had presented an X Ray machine. 
Influenza Epidemic 

The year of 1918 was a difficult time for the hospital and 
for Oswego. World War I was still in progress , and several of 
the leading physicians had left to serve in the arrned forces thus 
leaving the medical staff of the hospital somewhat depleted. Also, 
because of the many demands made on the public for funds to 
support the war effort, contributions to the local hospital had been 
drastically reduced. At one time the newspaper headlined a story 
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"Can for the Hosp i ta l , " and sugges ted that housewives donate cans 
of f rui ts and vege tab les for use by the p a t i e n t s . 

In S e p t e m b e r , an inf luenza ep idemic which swept a c r o s s the 
United Sta tes s t r u c k ups ta t e New York and c r e a t e d a s e r i o u s c r i s i s 
in Oswego . As m o r e and m o r e loca l c i t i zens b e c a m e il l and w e r e 
t r a n s f e r r e d to the hosp i t a l , the l imi ted fac i l i t i es w e r e so o v e r c r o w d 
ed that m a n y r e s i d e n t s had to r e m a i n at home for t r e a t m e n t . The 
doc to r s w e r e so ru shed with ca l l s that it was i m p o s s i b l e for t hem to 
a n s w e r all of the r e q u e s t s that c a m e to t hem day and night . To c o m 
p l ica te m a t t e r s s e v e r a l hundred pa t i en t s w e r e sen t f rom S y r a c u s e to 
the hosp i t a l at F o r t On ta r io . L t . Colonel T h o m a s o n , Commandan t 
at the F o r t , r e p o r t e d that t h e r e w e r e over 1200 pa t ien ts t r e a t e d t h e r e 
and that some had to be housed in t e n t s . 

The Welland Hotel , which had been c losed after s e r v i n g s ince 
1867 as a d o r m i t o r y for s tudents a t tending the Oswego N o r m a l School, 
was r eopened as an e m e r g e n c y hosp i t a l . M r . H a r r y J . Cooper , 
c h a i r m a n of the loca l Red C r o s s c h a p t e r , m a d e the n e c e s s a r y a r r a n g e 
m e n t s , and r e c r u i t e d Red C r o s s and New York State phys ic ians to 
he lp Oswego dur ing the e m e r g e n c y . 

The ep idemic continued into O c t o b e r . Schools had been c losed , 
and Mayor F i tzg ibbons o r d e r e d c h u r c h e s , s t o r e s and sa loons a l so to 
c l o s e . D r . Washburne was in c h a r g e of the e m e r g e n c y hosp i t a l of 
the Red C r o s s . The Oswego Hospi ta l was s t i l l o v e r - c r o w d e d , and 
when nine n u r s e s b e c a m e i l l , m e m b e r s of the Board of T r u s t e e s 
worked day and night as vo lun tee r s a n s w e r i n g b e l l s , washing d i s h e s , 
and doing all the n e c e s s a r y c h o r e s . By the end of the month the 
ep idemic began to d imin i sh , though e ighty-f ive pa t i en t s s t i l l r e m a i n e d 
in the h o s p i t a l . F o u r of the n u r s e s had r e c o v e r e d sufficiently to 
r e s u m e the i r du t i e s , and no n e w c a s e s of inf luenza w e r e r e p o r t e d . 
The Red C r o s s phys ic ians and o ther r e c r u i t e d f rom around the s t a t e 
r e t u r n e d to t he i r home c i t ies after having given m u c h - n e e d e d a s s i s t 
ance dur ing the e m e r g e n c y . The c r i s i s was pa s t , but dur ing the 
t h r e e week s iege of the "flu" over t h r e e hundred dea ths w e r e r e 
por t ed in Oswego including F o r t O n t a r i o . 

In November of 1918, the Board of T r u s t e e s m a d e an eva lua 
t ion of the s e r i o u s s i tua t ion which had a r i s e n b e c a u s e of a sho r t age 
of n u r s e s and the ove rc rowded condi t ions in the hosp i t a l . It was 
at th is t i m e the Board began a d i s c u s s i o n of the need for expans ion 
of the phys ica l f a c i l i t i e s . 
School of Nurs ing 

When the new hosp i ta l opened in 1908, the t r a in ing school for 
n u r s e s was expanded to a t h r e e y e a r c o u r s e including a s ix month 
add i t i ona l t r a in ing in a spec ia l i za t ion at o ther hosp i t a l s in S y r a c u s e , 
Long Island and New York City to fulfill the r e q u i r e m e n t s of the 
New York Sta te Board of R e g e n t s . Gradua te s of the Oswego School 
of Nurs ing w e r e awarded the R . N . d i p l o m a . 
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This p r o g r a m ope ra t ed smooth ly and furn ished w e l l - q u a l i 
fied n u r s e s for the hosp i t a l . An inc ident in 1920, however , i n t e r 
rup ted t e m p o r a r i l y the i n s t r u c t i o n . Students enro l l ed in the S chool 
of Nurs ing decided to s t r i k e because of d i s c i p l i n a r y act ion by the 
Super in tenden t of N u r s e s aga ins t one s tudent who had d isobeyed 
i n s t r u c t i o n s in p e r f o r m i n g he r dut ies in both the Oswego Hospi ta l 
and the F o r d h a m Hospi ta l in New York w h e r e she had been taking 
spec i a l t r a i n i n g . In p r o t e s t the s tudents walked out and left the 
hosp i t a l sho r t of he lp needed to c a r e for the p a t i e n t s . To fill the 
p l ace s left vacant , s o m e of the l ad ies on the Board of T r u s t e e s 
and m e m b e r s of the Twig o rgan iza t ions vo lun teered the i r s e r v i c e s 
and w e r e of g r e a t a s s i s t a n c e to the hosp i t a l . 

A new c l a s s was s t a r t e d in D e c e m b e r and the School of N u r s 
ing continued to o p e r a t e success fu l ly unt i l M a r c h of 1927 when the 
r egu la t i ons by the Board of Regen t s b e c a m e m u c h m o r e exact ing 
and the Oswego Hospi ta l was unable to m e e t al l of t h e m . At that 
t i m e the hosp i t a l was chiefly s u r g i c a l , and did not p rov ide enough 
t r a i n i n g in m e d i c a l and c h i l d r e n ' s d i s e a s e s to m e e t the new r e q u i r e 
m e n t s . The Board then r eg re t fu l ly dec ided to c lose the School . 

Nine g radua te s in the l a s t c l a s s r e c e i v e d d ip lomas at g r a d u 
at ion e x e r c i s e s held at the Elks Home on M a r c h 15, 1927, with an 
a d d r e s s by the R e v e r e n d T. F . Howard of St. P a u l ' s Church , and 
the d ip lomas confe r r ed by D r . J a m e s E . Mansf ie ld , c h a i r m a n of 
the Execut ive C o m m i t t e e of the Medica l Boa rd . Of the l a s t nine 
g r a d u a t e s , t h r e e accep tedpos i t i ons at the Oswego Hosp i t a l , M a r y 
I sabe l l e O ' B r i e n , Ruth E . Murdock , and Loue l l a M a r i e R e e d . 

Doc to r s D i s a g r e e with T r u s t e e s 
Dur ing p a r t of 1926 a s e r i o u s c o n t r o v e r s y be tween the Med i 

cal Staff and the Board of T r u s t e e s of the hosp i t a l upse t the smooth 
functioning of the ins t i tu t ion , divided public opinion, and t h r e a t e n e d 
to b r ing a new hosp i t a l into ope ra t i on . 

F o r some t ime t h e r e had been a growing d i s sa t i s f ac t i on on the 
p a r t of the doc to r s over the ope ra t ion of the hosp i t a l , and over the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . Many changes in hosp i t a l a d m i n i s 
t r a t i o n w e r e taking place al l over the coun t ry , but w e r e slow in 
r e a c h i n g Oswego. The T r u s t e e s , some of whom had been r e s p o n s i b l e 
for the in i t ia l deve lopment and building of the loca l hosp i t a l , cont inu
ed to a d m i n i s t e r the ins t i tu t ion along the s a m e l ines as at the old 
h o s p i t a l . They w e r e ded ica ted people who looked upon the hosp i t a l 
as t h e i r own cha r i t ab l e life work , and it was difficult for t hem to s ee 
the need for m o d e r n i z i n g me thods of ope ra t i on . The doc to r s b e c a m e 
r a t h e r impat ien t , and a s h o r t - l i v e d s t r i k e by some of the m e d i c a l 
staff r e s u l t e d . 

The m a t t e r c ame to the a t tent ion of the public e a r l y in A p r i l 
when two Oswego phys ic i ans (Dr. Wal lace and D r . Halsey) spoke as 
p r i v a t e c i t i zens and not as doc to r s before the K. of P . and the O r d e r 
of Moose conce rn ing u n s a t i s f a c t o r y condi t ions at the loca l h o s p i t a l . 
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In r e p r i s a l the T r u s t e e s c l a imed the accusa t i ons w e r e fa lse and 
i m m e d i a t e l y d i s m i s s e d the two m e d i c a l m e n without a h e a r i n g . 
In r e t a l i a t i o n to what was cons ide r ed unfair ac t ion , four teen doc
t o r s r e s i g n e d f rom the m e d i c a l staff of the hosp i t a l . Because of 
the s e r i o u s s i tua t ion , the City Board of A l d e r m e n voted to appoint 
a c o m m i t t e e of t h r e e to i nves t i ga t e . 

In r e p o r t i n g an the c o n t r o v e r s y , the Oswego T i m e s noted on 
May 13th that the T r u s t e e s had voted to accep t the r e s i g n a t i o n s in 
a r e s o l u t i o n which was p r in ted in full : "Reso lved that the r e s i g n a 
t ions of J . E . Mansf ie ld , A. C. Ca l i s ch , H. S. A l b e r t s o n , B. P . 
Quain , J . B. Ringland, M. J . M c G r a t h , G. E . E l d e r , S h e r m a n 
M. B u r n s , Haro ld L a T u l i p , D. D. O ' B r i e n , J . T. Dwyer , Thomas 
R. Cul len , G. H. Wal lace and George A. M a r s d e n f rom the Medica l 
Board of the Oswego Hosp i t a l , which r e s i g n a t i o n s w e r e r e c e i v e d on 
May 5th be and h e r e b y a r e accep ted , effective May 15, 1926. s igned 
by L i l lyan R. Le ighton , s e c r e t a r y . " The newspape r a l so ind ica ted 
that a copy of the r e s o l u t i o n s had been sent to the City A l d e r m e n 
we lcoming a full inves t iga t ion of the m a n a g e m e n t and ope ra t ion of 
the hosp i t a l , and appointing M r . Wil l iam Penney , M r . L i n s l e y and 
M r . Radcliffe to r e p r e s e n t the B o a r d . Next day it was r e p o r t e d 
that the Counci lmen w e r e unable to b r ing about a c o m p r o m i s e , and 
that the four teen p h y s i c i a n s had left staff duty at the hosp i t a l at 
noon. To c a r e for the twen ty-e igh t pa t i en t s then in the Hosp i ta l , 
a new m e d i c a l staff was or ganized by those phys ic ians who r e m a i n e d 
on duty with D r . F . L . S inc l a i r a s s igned to the m e d i c a l s e r v i c e , 
D r s . J a r v i s and Newman to the s u r g i c a l staff, and D r . W. H. Kidder 
appointed to the X-Kay D e p a r t m e n t to succeed D r . Wal l ace . 

R e p o r t s w e r e c i r c u l a t e d fo plans for a new hosp i ta l with 
twenty- f ive beds to be e s t ab l i shed at the r e s i d e n c e of D r . Wal l ace , 
140 West Fifth S t r e e t . Other r e p o r t s ind ica ted a m o v e m e n t u n d e r 
way for a new hosp i ta l to be ope ra t ed by Cathol ic s i s t e r s . 

In an effort to explain a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o c e d u r e s to the publ ic , 
the Board publ ished a de ta i led account of the o rgan iza t ion , and ind i 
ca ted tha t the Oswego Hosp i ta l was not a munic ipa l ins t i tu t ion but 
was suppor t ed by donat ions f rom m a n y people . At that t i m e the 
Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e in c h a r g e of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was composed of 
Wil l iam Penney , C h a r l e s W. L i n s l e y , J a m e s P . Doyle , H u g h M c G r a t h 
and D. T. W a d h a m s . As a r ep ly to th is s t a t e m e n t , the phys ic ians 
who had r e s igned rev iewed the c o n t r o v e r s y and s ta ted the i r views of 
the s i tua t ion . In brief, they sa id the T r u s t e e s should not i n t e r f e r e 
with the m e d i c a l staff, and they urged the e lec t ion of nine new t r u s t e e s 
who s h a r e d this point of view. 

F e a c e R e s t o r e d 
One newspape r s t o r y was headl ined "Ci t i zens Back Hospi ta l 

Boa rd" and ind ica ted that the Twigs w e r e ac t ive in seeking the 
e lec t ion of new T r u s t e e s who w e r e accep tab le to the Board . By m i d -
August the newspape r was r e p o r t i n g "Dove of P e a c e flapping wings 
over the Hosp i t a l . " A s e t t l e m e n t c a m e about through an offer f rom 
the doc to r s who sa id "If the t r u s t e e s a g r e e to leave the m e d i c a l affa i rs 
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of the hosp i t a l in the hands of the d o c t o r s , w h e r e they na tu ra l l y 
belong, the fight wi l l end i m m e d i a t e l y . " But one ques t ion con
ce rn ing the ope ra t ion of the X - R a y r o o m r e m a i n e d a s tumbl ing 
b lock . The Board of T r u s t e e s be l ieved that the X - R a y r o o m 
should be avai lable for use by al l qualif ied p h y s i c i a n s , w h e r e a s 
the Academy of Medic ine composed of fou r t een or fifteen of the 
twenty-f ive Oswego phys ic ians p r e f e r r e d to have D r . Wal lace 
o p e r a t e the equipment exc lus ive ly . The Board m a d e an appeal 
to the public to decide whether the f ac i l i t i e s of the hosp i t a l should 
be ope ra t ed on b road l ines to s e r v e eve ryone or t u rned over to 
the A c a d e m y of Medic ine with i ts fifteen m e m b e r s . The appea l , 
which had been s igned by J a m e s C. M e r r i a m a n , Wi l l i am M. 
P e n n e y , Delos S. Radcl i f fe , H. C. Mizen and E . J . Mizen , 
counse l for the C o m m i t t e e , brought the m a t t e r to a s a t i s f a c t o r y 
conc lus ion as r e p o r t e d in an e d i t o r i a l on Sep t ember 20, 1926. 

Good News for the Publ ic 
Oswego Hospi ta l C o n t r o v e r s y is Set t led 

"After weeks of negot ia t ion it was announced Sa tu rday 
that no a g r e e m e n t could be r e a c h e d by membersof the Oswego 
Academy of Medic ine and Hosp i ta l T r u s t e e s on the Ques t ion 
of ope ra t ion of the X - R a y r o o m . 

" M e m b e r s of the Academy in s i s t ed that it be c losed to 
all but D r . Wal lace ; m e m b e r s of the T r u s t e e s in s i s t ed it be 
opened for use by any qualif ied p r a c t i t i o n e r . 

" D r . Wal lace now r e m o v e s th is i s s u e by yielding in the 
i n t e r e s t of the public good and for the purpose of r e m o v i n g 
the l a s t b a r r i e r to the s e t t l e m e n t . 

"Only the legal de t a i l s r e m a i n to be worked out to 
s t a r t the hosp i ta l functioning, p robably be t t e r than it eve r 
has before , for it m a y be a s s u m e d that the new r u l e s and 
regu la t ions wil l i m p r o v e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and r e m o v e m a n y 
t r o u b l e s o m e f ea tu re s that have a r i s e n in the pas t . 

"Congra tu la t ions a r e due because it i n s u r e s to the pub
lic cont inuat ion of an ins t i tu t ion that is i nd i spensab le , and the 
public loomed as the p r inc ipa l su f fe re r in the event of con
t inued c o n t r o v e r s y and s t r i f e . " 

In t ime h a r m o n y was r e s t o r e d to the opera t ion of the hosp i t a l . 
New by- l aws w e r e adopted; an Execu t ive Commi t t ee was appointed 
to head the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and to work with an Execut ive c o m m i t t e e 
of phys ic ians headed by D r . H. M. Wal lace as p r e s i d e n t of the 
Medica l Board , and with D r . W. M. Ha l sey as s e c r e t a r y , M r . W. 
Penney was e lec ted p r e s i d e n t of the Board of T r u s t e e s with M r s . 
J a m e s J . Riggs as second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , and Miss Anna L . D r i s -
co l l , s e c r e t a r y . 
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One l a s t r e v e r b e r a t i o n of the c o n t r o v e r s y was felt when 
eight of the T r u s t e e s who had been involved submi t ted r e s i g n a t i o n s . 
Leaving the board w e r e D. T. W a d h a m s , John C. Church i l l , F . A . 
E m e r i c k , Stanley P . E m e r i c k , M r s . N. L . Ba te s , M i s s S a r a M o r 
r i s o n , M i s s F r a n c e s Eggles ton and Miss M a r g a r e t McNe i rny . 

To r e p l a c e t he se m e m b e r s who had r e s i g n e d , the Board 
e lec ted H a r r y C. Mizen, Edgar E . Shannon, Wal lace A. Dougher ty , 
John K. Lynch, and M r s . Udele B a r t l e t t . 

F inanc i a l p r o b l e m s continued to plague the hosp i t a l , and 
dur ing the c o n t r o v e r s y between the Doc to r s and the Board a s t eady 
loss was r e p o r t e d . 

To r e a s s u r e the public that al l was peace and h a r m o n y at 
the hosp i t a l , M r . C h a r l e s L ins l ey , c h a i r m a n of the Execut ive C o m 
m i t t e e , and D r . J a m e s Mansf ie ld , c h a i r m a n of the Medica l Board , 
i s sued a joint s t a t e m e n t which indica ted that the T r u s t e e s and the 
Medica l Board w e r e in h e a r t y a c c o r d on pol icy and m a n a g e m e n t , 
and united in u rg ing popular suppor t . The s t a t e m e n t pointed out that 
the t r u s t e e s , t h i r t y in n u m b e r , w e r e all loca l people who gave of 
t he i r t i m e and ene rgy to the cha r i t y without pay to a d m i n i s t e r the 
bus ine s s affa i rs of the hosp i t a l , and that the Hospi ta l Board of 
twenty-f ive phys ic ians and su rgeons w e r e m e m b e r s of the hosp i ta l 
staff. 

The phys ic ians pointed out that they a t tended t he i r p r iva t e 
pa t i en t s in the hosp i t a l the s a m e as they would in t he i r h o m e , c a r e d 
for the poor without c h a r g e , and as a boa rd a d m i n i s t e r e d the m e d i c a l 
affa i rs of the hosp i t a l fac i l i t i es which w e r e open to al l phys ic ians 
and s u r g e o n s . 

Hospi ta l Addit ion Completed 
The addit ion to the hosp i t a l was f inally comple ted in 1927 

with new fac i l i t i e s including e leven p r i v a t e r o o m s , a v e r y m o d e r n 
c h i l d r e n ' s w a r d with an obse rva t i on w a r d a t t ached , and a new f i r e 
proof s t a i r c a s e . The m a t e r n i t y floor a l so was i m p r o v e d with the 
addit ion of four p r iva t e r o o m s , a new d e l i v e r y r o o m and a n u r s e r y . 
The bed capac i ty in the hosp i t a l was now i n c r e a s e d to s e v e n t y - n i n e . 
It was opened to the public for inspec t ion dur ing May, and s ince May 
had been d e c l a r e d Hospi ta l Month, a f u n d - r a i s i n g campa ign was 
s t a r t e d in the fo rm of i n s u r a n c e m e m b e r s h i p s ; the a im of the d r ive 
was to en ro l l e v e r y adult r e s i d e n t as a m e m b e r of the hosp i t a l o r 
ganiza t ion to cont r ibu te a penny a day to the h o s p i t a l . A ce r t i f i ca t e 
was i s s u e d for $ 3 . 65 which could be appl ied toward a hosp i t a l b i l l . 

At the annual m e e t i n g of the Board in August , 1927, M r . A. C. 
Hal l was e lec ted P r e s i d e n t ; M r . Wi l l iam Penney , v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ; 
M r s . J a m e s R i g g s , second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ; and Mis s Anna D r i s c o l l , 
s e c r e t a r y . F i f teen candida tes whose n a m e s w e r e p r e s e n t e d by the 
C i t i z e n s ' C o m m i t t e e of the City of Oswego w e r e duly e l ec t ed . The 
comple te l i s t of t r u s t e e s cons i s t ed of: F o r t h r e e y e a r s ' t e r m : M r s . 
John S. P a r s o n s , Wi l l iam Al len , H u g h R . M c G r a t h , John K. O 'Connor , 
E . M. W a t e r b u r y , Grover C. Boyce , Judge F . D. Culkin, A. C. Hal l , 
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Alfred Tucker, Mrs . A. S. Page, Charles W. Linsley, Mrs . James 
Riggs; For two years ' t e rm: E. E. Whitney, Clair K. Light; For 
one year 's term: Warren M. Carr ier , William J. Mahaney, Harry 
S. Rauch, Kirk H. White, James Sutton, Delos S. Radcliffe. Re
elected were: E. E. Shannon, Harry C. Mizen, William M. Penney, 
John K. Lynch, W. A. Dougherty, Miss Anna Murphy, Miss Anna 
Driscoll, and Miss Grace Meagher. Mayor Conway, George Marrin, 
clerk of the Department of Charity and John Gravely, chairman of 
the Finance Committee of the Common Council served as ex-officio 
members of the board. 

Changes in Administration 
Under the leadership of Mr. A. C. Hall a complete re-organ

ization was started, and the following committees were organized: 
Purchasing, Auditing, Soliciting, Publicity, House and Grounds, 
and Endowed Beds. Each committee chairman was responsible to 
the Executive board composed of E. E. Whitney, chairman; C. K. 
Light, J. K. Lynch, Wallace Dougherty and E. M. Waterbury. 

The drive for $75, 000 to pay for the hospital addition in 1927 
and not been entirely successful. An unpaid balance of $11, 084. 50 
remained and a monthly operating deficit continued. It is reported 
that a good friend of the hospital, Mr. C. Sydney Sheppard, helped 
each year to make up the deficit until his death in 1934, and a clause 
in his will seems to substantiate the report . Members of the Twigs 
also were of great assistance in collecting the mite boxes placed in 
the homes during the campaign. 

In 1930, Mr. A. C. Hall was re-elected president of the Board 
of Trustees, and Miss Anna Post was elected to the Board. It was 
at this time a trained dietician was added to the hospital staff, and 
Mrs . Marian Gallagher was employed to fill the position at $90.00 
a month. The cost of supplies and services was increasing, and 
bills covering purchases and salaried in October totalled $3, 143. 50 
for the month. At this time the Department of Charity paid $4. 50 a 
day for each of their patients. 

The annual fund-raising drive in June of 1931 had a goal of 
$12,000, and thereafter the annual campaign was for $10,000 until 
the Hospital became a member agency of the Oswego Community 
Chest. 

At the 1938 annual meeting, Mr. Willard J. Hall was elected 
president; Mrs . J. B. Kessler, second vice-president, and Mr. C. 
Jermyn, secretary. Mr. George Penney and Mrs . E. J. Mizen 
were appointed trustees; and Mr. E. C. McCormack, who had been 
director of the hospital for many years , was replaced by Mr. Chester 
Jermyn. 

Rising Costs 
In 1938 the nurses ' salaries were raised to $90.00 a month. 

Food prices were on the increase, and with monthly expenses over 
$5, 000, it became necessary to ra ise the patients' fees. Private 
rooms were increased from $5.00 to $7.00 per day; semi-private 
rooms from $4. 25 to $4. 50; wards to $3. 75 per day. Charges for the 
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o p e r a t i n g r o o m w e r e $12. 00 for m a j o r , and $6. 00 for m i n o r 
o p e r a t i o n s . 

N u r s e s ' Aid P r o g r a m 
After P e a r l H a r b o r and our e n t r a n c e in the second World 

W a r , the s h o r t a g e of n u r s e s was so acu te in the Oswego Hosp i t a l 
tha t Red C r o s s officials app roached the t r u s t e e s and offered to 
t r a i n N u r s e s ' a ides to w o r k as vo lun t ee r s in the hosp i t a l . The 
t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m cons i s t ed of 10 h o u r s of Red C r o s s o r i en ta t ion , 
40 h o u r s of c l a s s i n s t r u c t i o n under a qualif ied r e g i s t e r e d n u r s e , 
and 40 h o u r s of s u p e r v i s e d p r a c t i c e in the hosp i t a l . Each g r a d 
uate p ledged to give at l e a s t 150 hour s of volunteer s e r v i c e a 
y e a r . The T r u s t e e s approved the p r o g r a m in the fall of 1942, 
the f i r s t c l a s s was s t a r t e d and the s tudents r e c e i v e d the i r caps 
at g radua t ion e x e r c i s e s in J a n u a r y 1943. F o u r m o r e c l a s s e s 
w e r e t r a i n e d be tween 1943 and 1946. In a l l about 50 women 
g radua ted and gave many hour s of volunteer s e r v i c e to the hosp i t a l . 

M r . George Penney was e lec ted P r e s i d e n t of the Board in 
1944, and that s a m e year M r s . F r a n c i s D. Culkin was appointed 
t r u s t e e to fill the unexp i red t e r m of he r husband . The by- l aws 
had been changed. In 1945 the off icers w e r e : P r e s i d e n t , George 
M . Penney ; f i r s t v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , Danie l A. W i l l i a m s ; second 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , M r s . J . J . Downey; and s e c r e t a r y , Ches t e r M. 
J e r m y n . New t r u s t e e s w e r e M r . W. R. Wright , F r a n k McDon-
ough and E a r l Brown. 

Need for Expans ion 
After World War II it b e c a m e m o r e and m o r e evident that 

the f ac i l i t i e s of the hosp i ta l w e r e i nadequa t e . Space and new 
equipment w e r e r e q u i r e d to m e e t the demand for m e d i c a l s e r v i c e s . 
The board and the execut ive c o m m i t t e e spent a g r e a t deal of t i m e 
t r y ing to solve the p rob l em and f inal ly it was sugges ted and ap
proved to r e t a i n the o rgan iza t ion known as Hospi ta l Consu l t an t s , 
Inc . , of Chicago to m a k e a comple te s u r v e y of the needs of the 
h o s p i t a l . At the annual m e e t i n g in 1946, a r e p o r t m a d e by D r . 
C h a r l e s E . R e m y , who d i r e c t e d the s u r v e y , was p r e s e n t e d to the 
b o a r d . In o r d e r to c o r r e c t the def ic ienc ies and to add m o d e r n 
equ ipment it b e c a m e a p p a r e n t that n e c e s s a r y i m p r o v e m e n t s could 
not be accompl i shed in the old building. To d e t e r m i n e poss ib le 
c o s t s , the Board r e t a ined Louis E . J a l l a d e , a New York City 
A r c h i t e c t , to p r e p a r e p lans and a cos t e s t i m a t e for a 125 bed 
hosp i t a l , and for adaptat ion of ex is t ing fac i l i t i es that would m e e t 
m o d e r n r e q u i r e m e n t s . The r e p o r t of the a r c h i t e c t sugges ted that 
$50, 000 would be enough to m o d e r n i z e the old p a r t , and that a new 
addit ion was e s t i m a t e d at $450, 000 plus $100, 000 for furn ish ings 
making a to ta l of $600 ,000 . M r . H o s m e r Culkin, M r . H a r r y Laskey 
and M r s . C h a r l e s Wells w e r e e lec ted to the Board as new t r u s t e e s 
in 1946. 
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Hospi ta l Auxi l i a ry 
That s a m e yea r the Hospi ta l Auxi l i a ry was s t a r t e d under the 

l e a d e r s h i p of M i s s M a r i a n Mac kin. The a i m s and p u rp o s e s of the 
Auxi l i a ry , which me t with the approva l of the Board of T r u s t e e s , 
w e r e s ta ted as fo l lows: 

To r e n d e r such a s s i s t a n c e as may be poss ib le in p romot ing 
f inancial or o ther campa igns for the ins t i tu t ion benefi t . 

To cons ide r ways and m e a n s of adding to the comfor t and 
wel fa re of pa t i en t s . 

To d i s s e m i n a t e such in fo rma t ion concern ing the Hospi ta l 
as wil l be of i n t e r e s t to the communi ty and of advantage 
to the ins t i tu t ion . 

To r e n d e r p e r s o n a l a s s i s t a n c e by individual and col lec t ive 
effort . 

Any woman a r e s i d e n t of the t e r r i t o r y s e r v e d by the Oswego 
Hospi ta l m a y become a m e m b e r of the Aux i l i a ry . 

The Auxi l i a ry does not seek to e n c r o a c h upon any exis t ing 
o rgan iza t ion p r e s e n t l y or in the future connected with the 
Oswego Hosp i ta l , nor wi l l m e m b e r s h i p in such other , o r 
ganiza t ion be a bar to m e m b e r s h i p in the Aux i l i a ry . 

The new o rgan iza t ion began to s e r v e the hospi ta l with Mis s 
M a r i a n C. Mackin , p r e s i d e n t ; M r s . Holm an L . Hal lock, v i ce -
p r e s iden t ; Mis s Olive P a g e , s e c r e t a r y ; and M r s . Ralph Shap i ro , 
t r e a s u r e r . 

Dur ing the y e a r s s ince it was founded, the Auxi l ia ry has r e n 
d e r e d m a n y s e r v i c e s , including a Book C a r t to p rov ide r ead ing 
m a t e r i a l for the pa t i en t s ; a Canteen C a r t to s e l l candy, c i g a r e t t e s , 
and m a n y s m a l l i t e m s ; and Baby Pho tography to make a p i c t o r i a l 
r e c o r d for f ami l i e s of t he i r n e w - b o r n infants . On hol idays and 
spec i a l occas ions m e m b e r s of the Aux i l i a ry deco ra t e r o o m s and 
w a r d s ; and until a few y e a r s ago, a P roduc t ion C o m m i t t e e of m e m 
b e r s m a d e hundreds of s u r g i c a l packs and b a n d a g e s . Another 
c o m m i t t e e m a d e baby d r e s s e s , t r a y t o w e l s , d r e s s e r c o v e r s , 
T - b i n d e r s , and o ther useful i t e m s . Another group s e r v e d as desk 
r e c e p t i o n i s t s dur ing the v is i t ing h o u r s . F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , a 
gift shop was opera ted success fu l ly and the prof i ts used for m a n y 
wor thwhi le p r o j e c t s . Today the A u x i l i a r y , with a m e m b e r s h i p of 
about 400 l a d i e s , cont inues to p rov ide v e r y valuable s e r v i c e s and 
suppor t to the hosp i t a l . 

Modern i za t ion and Expans ion 
In 1947 the T r u s t e e s voted to r e t a i n the f i rm of K e t c h u m , I n c . 

of P i t t s b u r g h to o rgan ize a fund r a i s i n g campa ign to build the new 
h o s p i t a l . M r . George Campbe l l a g r e e d to be Campaign C h a i r m a n 
and under his en thus i a s t i c l e a d e r s h i p m a n y vo lun tee rs so l ic i ted 
p ledges f rom the publ ic . L a r g e C o r p o r a t e gifts, and con t r ibu t ions 
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by bus inessmen and individuals brought the campaign to a very 
success fu l c lose with $ 8 3 5 , 6 9 7 . 6 1 pledged. Mr. Freder ick W. 
Barnes1 gift of $50, 000 to the fund was the larges t s ingle indi
vidual-contribution. Federa l grants of $300, 000 had been 
promised and brought the total to over $1 , 000, 000. 

On March 24, 1948, the Fort Oswego Chapter D . A . R . and 
he irs of the Tanner Estate Memorial property deeded to Oswego 
Hospital the house and the land. To enlarge realty holdings, 
the trus tees a lso purchased a lot adjoining from Mr. Samuel 
Hunt on West Seventh Street for $3 , 500. Bids for the construc
tion w e r e opened in 1949, and Will iam E . Bouley and Co. of 
Auburn was awarded the g e n e r a l contract; Ryan Heating and 
Plumbing Co. of Water town, hea t ing and p lumbing , and ven t i l a 
t ion work; Snyder and Mackin Inc . , e l e c t r i c a l work ; and Peter 
Raby Co. , Inc . , the bo i l e r h o u s e . A m e s I ron Works donated 
t h r e e 150 h o r s e p o w e r b o i l e r s , a gift r e p r e s e n t i n g $20, 000 to be 
i n s t a l l ed in the c o n c r e t e bo i le r h o u s e . On June 23, 1949, ground 
was officially b roken for s t a r t of c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Hosp i ta l A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
M r . Pau l Sober ing , a t r a i n e d hosp i t a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r and 

supe r in t enden t of the P o t s d a m Hosp i t a l , was invited in 1948 to 
come to Oswego as D i r e c t o r r e p l a c i n g A r t h u r J . Vandish . Under 
p lans of the Board of T r u s t e e s and folio-wing r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
m a d e in the R e m y r e p o r t , M r . Sober ing was given a f ree hand in 
mak ing n e c e s s a r y changes in the hosp i t a l to m e e t F e d e r a l and 
State r e q u i r e m e n t s , and to gain approva l of the Hospi ta l by the 
A m e r i c a n College of S u r g e o n s . 

New Building 
The Dedicat ion C e r e m o n y for the p r e s e n t hosp i ta l building 

was held in the ca fe t e r i a on Apr i l 17, 1951. P r e s i d i n g was Hon. 
George M. Penney who s e r v e d as P r e s i d e n t of the Hospi ta l Board 
throughout the pe r iod of planning and bui lding. The invocat ion 
was given by the Rev . P a t r i c k J . Ha r tne t t of St. M a r y ' s Church , 
and M r . George H. Campbe l l , c h a i r m a n of the F i n a n c i a l C a m 
paign, gave a de ta i led account of the d r i v e . M r . H a r r y C. Mizen , 
P r e s i d e n t of the Board of T r u s t e e s , spoke br ief ly , and D r . Olin 
J . Mowry , P r e s i d e n t of the Medica l Staff, e x p r e s s e d app rec i a t i on 
for the d o c t o r s . D r . John J . Bourke , Execut ive D i r e c t o r Joint 
Hospi ta l Survey and Planning C o m m i s s i o n , gave g r e e t i n g s . The 
dedica t ion was m a d e by George M. Penney , and the benedict ion 
by the R e v . David J o n e s , Church of the E v a n g e l i s t s . P r e s e n t 
w e r e m e m b e r s of the Board , the m e d i c a l staff, the c o n t r a c t o r s 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of conce rns who had m a d e majo r cont r ibut ions 
to the building fund. 

The new building was opened to the public for inspec t ion for 
s e v e r a l days with m e m b e r s of the Twigs and the Auxi l iary s e rv ing 
as guides and h o s t e s s e s . With the new building, the hospi ta l today 
is a ful ly-equipped ins t i tu t ion of 126 beds and 24 c r i b s . E n t r a n c e 
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to the hosp i ta l is by r a m p and o v e r p a s s from West Sixth S t r e e t 
for p e d e s t r i a n s to the f i r s t f loor . Ambulances and vehic les en te r 
by d r iveway , extending th rough f rom Sixth to Seventh S t r e e t . On 
the ground floor of the new building is a fully equipped e m e r g e n c y 
r o o m , adjoining a r e the r ad io log ica l fac i l i t ies and the t h e r ap y 
r o o m s . The c a f e t e r i a , the spac ious and very m o d e r n ki tchen, 
and a p h a r m a c y a r e a lso located on the ground f loor . On the 
f i r s t floor is an in format ion desk , r e cep t i on wai t ing r o o m , and 
on the w e s t along the c o r r i d o r is the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c e n t e r , b u s i 
n e s s office, D o c t o r s ' lounge, D i r e c t o r ' s office, D i r e c t o r of N u r s e s , 
and m e d i c a l r e c o r d d e p a r t m e n t . To the E a s t a r e eight two-bed 
p a t i e n t s ' r o o m s and t h r e e fou r -bed r o o m s , the n u r s e s ' s ta t ion , 
and a spac ious s o l a r i u m at the end of the c o r r i d o r occupying the 
c o r n e r of the bui lding. The second floor is the m a t e r n i t y floor 
with n u r s e r y and de l ive ry r o o m s . The t h i r d floor has two ma jo r 
ope ra t ing r o o m s , one minor opera t ing r o o m , one f r a c t u r e r o o m , 
s u r g e o n s ' d r e s s i n g r o o m , n u r s e s ' r o o m s , s t e r i l e supply r o o m , 
oxygen s t o r a g e , and a r e c o v e r y r o o m . T h e r e a r e a lso the s a m e 
accommoda t ions for pa t ien ts as on the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . 

The c h i l d r e n ' s wa rd in the old sec t ion was comple te ly 
m o d e r n i z e d . This change was m a d e poss ib le with money f rom 
the Endowment Fund . The Fund had been e s t ab l i shed in 1954 
as a r e s u l t of a gene rous cont r ibu t ion f rom the F r e d W. B a r n e s ' 
E s t a t e and f rom other ind iv idua l s . Through the income f rom the 
Endowment Fund , the Board of T r u s t e e s has been able to p rov ide 
some m u c h needed s e r v i c e s and f ac i l i t i e s , and to r e d u c e o p e r a 
t ing l o s s e s which o c c u r r e d in s e v e r a l y e a r s . The Endowment 
Fund has provided income to c a r r y th rough a number of p ro j ec t s 
for which no o ther s o u r c e of f inancing was p o s s i b l e . Among the 
i m p o r t a n t p ro j ec t s a r e : E s t a b l i s h m e n t of Employee R e t i r e m e n t 
Fund , Equ ipmen t for ope ra t ing r o o m , P h y s i c a l t h e r a p y , P o s t -
Opera t ive R e c o v e r y , and Radio logy. A park ing a r e a for staff 
and employees was cons t ruc t ed on the s i te p r ev ious ly occupied 
by the N u r s e s ' Home on Seventh S t r e e t . The o r ig ina l DeWolfe 
house was t o rn down and the Oswego County L a b o r a t o r y was 
e r e c t e d on the s i t e . 

Working under the capable l e a d e r s h i p of A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Pau l Sober ing , i s a v e r y compe ten t staff of 180 fu l l - t ime e m 
p loyees , and about 40 who a r e engaged p a r t - t i m e . With the co
ope ra t ion of the Medica l Staff and a deeply i n t e r e s t e d govern ing 
Board of T r u s t e e s , and with the a s s i s t a n c e of Mis s M a r y O ' B r i e n , 
D i r e c t o r of N u r s e s , and the fine staff of n u r s e s , the Oswego 
Hosp i ta l has been and is fully a c c r e d i t e d by the A m e r i c a n College 
of S u r g e o n s . 

Today it i s continuing to s e r v e the people of Oswego as in 
the pas t . In 1965, a to ta l of 6, Oi l pa t ien ts w e r e admi t ted for 
t r e a t m e n t , and a to ta l of 963 babies w e r e bo rn at the hosp i t a l . 
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Civic p r i d e , communi ty s p i r i t , gene rous donors and t i r e 
l e s s w o r k e r s have m a r k e d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t and growth of the 
Oswego Hospi ta l s ince its beginning. The s e r v i c e provided to 
the r e s i d e n t s of th i s a r e a can neve r be m e a s u r e d in t e r m s of 
d o l l a r s . It has been, and cont inues to fulfill a vital ro l e in the 
growth and w e l l - b e i n g of the e n t i r e Oswego a r e a . 

NOTE 

The m a t e r i a l for th i s pape r was g a t h e r e d f rom a n u m b e r 
of s o u r c e s , including old r e c o r d books and n e w s p a p e r s , and 
the p e r s o n a l r e co l l e c t i ons of Oswegon ians . 

I wish to acknowledge the help r e c e i v e d f rom a number 
of people : 

M r s . F r a n c i s D. Culkin 
M r s . Pau l Enches 
M r s . M a r i a n Gal lagher 
Mis s Juani ta K e r s e y and m e m b e r s of the 

L i b r a r y Staff 
Mis s Gre t a O ' B r i e n 
M i s s M a r y O ' B r i e n , D i r e c t o r of N u r s e s 
M i s s M a r g a r e t O 'Connor 
Mis s Anna P o s t 
M i s s Helen Qu i rk 
D r . Cha r l e s Snyder 
M r . Pau l Sober ing 
M r . Alfred Tucker 

86 



OSWEGO'S CITIZEN SOLDIERS 

A History of the Local National Guard 

by John Michael Sull ivan 

The Mil i t ia s y s t e m is o lder than our na t ion . A B r i t i s h i n s t i 
tu t ion, it was c a r r i e d to our s h o r e s by our f o r e f a t h e r s , along with 
o ther ideas like belief in a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e fo rm of gove rnmen t and 
r igh t s of m a n , In the co lon ies , w h e r e f ron t ie r condit ions p r e s e n t e d 
m a n y d a n g e r s to life and p r o p e r t y , the Mil i t ia developed into a s t r o n g e r 
ins t i tu t ion than its E u r o p e a n p r e d e c e s s o r s . This is not to say that it 
was in any way equal to a p r o f e s s i o n a l , s tanding A r m y . As a p a r t -
t i m e m i l i t a r y o rgan iza t ion , the Mil i t ia w a s , in d i sc ip l ine and t r a i n i n g , 
in fe r io r to the Regu la r A r m y . An impor t an t concept to r e m e m b e r 
about this e a r l y pe r iod of our h i s t o r y is that t h e r e w e r e ac tua l ly 
t h i r t e e n s e p a r a t e Mi l i t i a s , as opposed to a s ingle unified o rgan i za t i on . 
As a r e s u l t , t h e r e was a high d e g r e e of d i so rgan i za t i on , and effect ive, 
unified act ion, on the p a r t of the Mi l i t i a , was s e r i o u s l y r e s t r i c t e d . 
Desp i t e t h e s e hand icaps the Milit ia ' s e r v e d with d i s t inc t ion in the 
colonial w a r s and on m i s s i o n s aga ins t the Ind ians . Dur ing our War 
of Independence the Mi l i t i a , both in de tached units and as a p a r t of the 
Cont inenta l A r m y , saw much act ion aga ins t the Br i t i sh f o r c e s , which 
at that t ime w e r e r epu ted to be the w o r l d ' s f ines t . 

The R . O . T . C . Manual ( R . O . T . C M . - 1 4 5 - 2 0 ) gives an i n t e r 
es t ing s u m m a r y of the ro l e of the Mil i t ia dur ing the A m e r i c a n Revolu
t ion . It s t a t e s : 

"The fault of the Mil i t ia was se ldom lack of e n t h u s i a s m , 
but r a t h e r l ack of d i sc ip l ine and t r a i n i n g to m a k e effective 
use of that e n t h u s i a s m in open field ba t t l e . If the Mil i t ia 
r a n away on Long Is land, Kip 's Bay, Camden and Guilford 
Cour t House they a l so gave i m p r e s s i v e p e r f o r m a n c e s , under 
difficult condi t ions , at Lexington and Concord , Bennington, 
King ' s Mountain , the Cowpens and dozens of m i n o r gue r i l l a 
a c t i o n s . The Cont inenta l A r m y gave the A m e r i c a n cause 
tha t cont inued s u s t e n a n c e tha t only a p e r m a n e n t fo rce in 
being could, but it was the Mi l i t i a that m o r e than once p r o 
vided the e s s e n t i a l m a r g i n of s u p e r i o r i t y without which the 
A m e r i c a n s could neve r have won. " ' 
Dur ing the Revo lu t iona ry War , no combat took place at Oswego. 

F o r t Onta r io and the su r round ing a r e a r e m a i n e d in B r i t i s h h a n d s . A l 
though no fighting took place at Oswego , it w a s , n e v e r t h e l e s s , an i m p o r 
tan t m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i on . As a supply cen te r and b a s e of o p e r a t i o n s , 
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it was a j.umping-off point for Br i t i sh expedi t ions d i r e c t e d aga ins t 
the Mohawk Val ley . St . L e g e r p a s s e d th rough Oswego in 1777 on 
his i l l - fa ted expedi t ion which ended in defeat on the bloody field of 
Or r skany . Fol lowing the w a r , the B r i t i s h , in viola t ion of the T r e a t y 
of P a r i s , r e t a i n e d a number of m i l i t a r y in s t a l l a t ions in A m e r i c a n 
t e r r i t o r y . Oswego was one of the f ron t i e r pos t s which r e m a i n e d 
under the Union J ack unti l 1796, when it was t u rned over to the 
United S t a t e s . 

By the t i m e the S t a r s and S t r i pe s r e p l a c e d the B r i t i s h ens ign 
over Oswego , the Const i tu t ion had been ra t i f i ed and was the law of 
the land. An i m p r o t a n t a r e a which this h i s t o r i c document deal t with 
was the r o l e which the m i l t a r y was to occupy in our new nat ion . The 
founding f a t h e r s , because of b i t t e r e x p e r i e n c e , w e r e fearful of a 
l a r g e s tanding A r m y . They had w i t n e s s e d , f i r s t hand, how such an 
ins t i tu t ion could be u t i l ized as an agent of o p p r e s s i o n . Thus Ar t i c l e I 
of the F e d e r a l Const i tut ion advanced the concept that the Mil i t ia was 
to be the na t ion ' s first l ine of de fense . Re in forced by the Mil i t ia Act 
of 1792, th is concept was to b e c o m e an i m p o r t a n t p a r t of A m e r i c a n 
m i l i t a r y t r a d i t i o n . The Const i tu t ion of the State of New York m a d e 
the following p rov i s ion for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a m i l i t a r y f o r c e , 
under A r t i c l e XII, Sect . 1, which s t a t e s : 

' A l l ab le -bodied m a l e c i t izens of the United Sta tes between 
the ages of e ighteen and fo r ty - f ive , who a r e r e s i d e n t s of 
the s t a t e , and all o ther ab le -bod ied m a l e r e s i d e n t s thereof , 
be tween such a g e s , who have or sha l l have d i sc losed t he i r 
intent ion to become c i t i zens of the United S t a t e s , sha l l 
cons t i tu te the mi l i t i a , subject however to such except ions 
and exempt ions as a r e now, or m a y be h e r e a f t e r c r e a t e d 
by the laws of the United Sta tes or by the l e g i s l a t u r e of 
th i s s t a t e . " 3 
Under F e d e r a l and State Sta tu tes the Mil i t ia , and its m o d e r n 

c o u n t e r p a r t , the National Guard, w e r e to develop . (See Appendix A) 
The d i f fe rences between the p r e s e n t o rgan iza t ion and i ts p r e d e c e s s o r 
w e r e g r e a t . Bas ica l ly the e a r l y Mi l i t ia was a body of c iv i l i ans , un
t r a i n e d and poor ly discipl ined by p ro fe s s iona l s t a n d a r d s . The i r e a r l y 
ac t iv i t i es w e r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d by lack of unity and h a m p e r e d by decen
t r a l i z e d o rgan i za t i on . As c i t izens they w e r e l iable to s ta te and fed
e r a l draf t , which weakened the ove ra l l e f fec t iveness of the i r u n i t s . 
A l s o , the m e m b e r s of the Mi l i t i a , our f i r s t l ine of de fense , w e r e r e 
qu i red to provide the i r own a r m s and equ ipment . The n u m e r o u s 
faults of such a s y s t e m w e r e to be d e m o n s t r a t e d on a number of f ields 
in the y e a r s to c o m e . 

If Oswego had been s p a r e d the h a r d s h i p s of a r m e d conflict dur ing 
the Revolut ion, it was des t ined to know a different fate the second t i m e 
our nation c lashed with Grea t Br i t a in . Twice dur ing the War of 1812 
Oswego was to know the r o a r of cannon and the s m e l l of powder . Twice 
the Br i t i sh w e r e to lay s iege to the city and twice our f i r s t line of 
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defense , the m i l i t i a , was to be ca l led f rom civi l ian p u r s u i t s to m a k e 
a s tand aga ins t the i n v a d e r . 

The War of 1812, which r e s u l t e d f rom a d ispute over f r eedom 
of the s e a s , eventual ly r e a c h e d to the inland communi ty of Oswego . 
The Lake O n t a r i o - N o r t h e r n New York a r e a was an i m p o r t a n t t hea t e r 
of o p e r a t i o n s . Contro l of the Grea t L a k e s was a f i e r ce ly con tes ted 
i s s u e dur ing the c o u r s e of the w a r . Because of the shal low h a r b o r 
at Oswego A m e r i c a n naval cons t ruc t ion was shifted to Sackets H a r b o r , 
w h e r e exce l len t n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s fac i l i ta ted such a c t i v i t i e s . To r e a c h 
this in s t a l l a t ion , al l m i l i t a r y and naval suppl ies had to be t r a n s p o r t e d 
along the Mohawk-Oswego R ive r s y s t e m . F r o m Oswego they w e r e d i s 
pa tched to Sacke t s H a r b o r . Thus , by v i r t u e of i t s geographic loca t ion , 
Oswego b e c a m e an i m p o r t a n t t r a n s h i p m e n t cen te r and, at the s a m e t i m e , 
a m i l i t a r y t a r g e t of g r e a t s ign i f i cance . 

Concerned over i n c r e a s e d A m e r i c a n Naval fo rces ope ra t ing 
on Lake On ta r io , the Br i t i sh launched an a t tack aga ins t Sackets H a r b o r 
in 1813. After heavy fighting they w e r e d r i ven off and the B r i t i s h f l e e t , 
under the command of Sir J a m e s Yeo, sa i led south to Oswego. The 
s m a l l body of r e g u l a r t r o o p s , g a r r i s o n e d at F o r t Onta r io , w e r e out
n u m b e r e d in the face of s u p e r i o r B r i t i s h f o r c e . Col . Mi tche l l , c o m 
m a n d e r of the F o r t , i s s u e d a ca l l for the Mi l i t i a . With g r e a t h a s t e , a 
l a r g e number of c i t i zen s o l d i e r s a s s e m b l e d at the F o r t w h e r e they 
s tood, s ide by s ide , wi th the r e g u l a r s . A f i e r ce a r t i l l e r y duel was 
fought between A m e r i c a n land b a t t e r i e s and B r i t i s h w a r s h i p s . P r e p 
a r a t i o n s w e r e m a d e to r e c e i v e a landing p a r t y . However , Yeo b roke 
off the engagement without a t t empt ing to put t roops a s h o r e . The 
Batt le of Oswego in 1813 was a v i c t o r y - a succes s fu l defense of the 
for t by the r e g u l a r s and the m i l i t i a . 

The following y e a r , Yeo, commanding a m o r e powerful f lee t , 
s a i l ed South f rom his Canadian b a s e . Oswego , an i m p o r t a n t s t a t ion 
in the A m e r i c a n supply l ine , was again des t ined to have the enemy 
fo rces hu r l ed aga ins t i t . The B r i t i s h s t r a t e g y was s i m p l e . Sacke ts 
H a r b o r , a wel l defended pos i t ion , would be a difficult object to t a k e . 
Oswego, on the o ther hand, was v u l n e r a b l e . Cutt ing the A m e r i c a n 
supply l ine would d i sab le the shipbui lding at Sacke ts H a r b o r . The d e s 
t r uc t i on of Oswego would be as s ignif icant to the Br i t i sh w a r effort as 
the d e s t r u c t i o n of Sackets H a r b o r , for that base was dependent upon 
Oswego . With th is object ive in mind , Yeo launched an offensive 
aga ins t Oswego - an offensive of g r e a t e r magni tude than the p rev ious 
one . 

Again, as in the p rev ious y e a r , Oswego was caught u n p r e p a r e d . 
Again, Col ,Mi tche l l summoned the m i l i t i a to a s s i s t the r e g u l a r t r o o p s . 
Many s m a l l un i t s , as wel l as individuals f rom the a r e a , r e s p o n d e d . 
T h r e e loca l m e n who p a r t i c i p a t e d in the bat t le w e r e Wil l iam Squ i res 
and the Hugunin b r o t h e r s , A b r a m and P e t e r . F r o m as far away as 
Oneida County c a m e a Mil i t ia unit under the command of a Major P a r k -
h u r s t . The safety of a l a r g e supply of m i l i t a r y s t o r e s , at Oswego F a l l s 
(p re sen t ly Fu l ton ) , was a compl ica t ing factor at th i s t i m e . F e a r i n g 
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the l o s s of t h e s e va luable m i l i t a r y s u p p l i e s , CoL Mi tche l l sen t the 
m a i n body of h i s f o r c e s to Oswego F a l l s , to m a k e a defense if the 
B r i t i s h should move in land. At the for t , a s m a l l band of r e g u l a r s 
and m i l i t i a , a r e a r - g u a r d , faced the full f o rce of the B r i t i s h on
slaught' . Fol lowing an in t ense a r t i l l e r y b o m b a r d m e n t , the Br i t i sh 
landing p a r t y s t o r m e d and took the fo r t . After de s t roy ing the fort 
and o ther m i l i t a r y s u p p l i e s , the B r i t i s h , a p p a r e n t l y u n a w a r e of 
the m i l i t a r y s t o r e s loca ted only a few m i l e s to the south, boa rded 
the i r sh ips and se t s a i l . Although the A m e r i c a n s knew defeat in 
the Batt le of Oswego in 1814, the i r he ro i c s tand m o r e than compen
sa t ed for i t . Though defeated, they m a d e the Br i t i sh pay d e a r l y for 
t he i r v i c t o r y . 

The T r e a t y of Ghent brought peace but did not r e l i e v e t e n 
s ion on the n o r t h e r n b o r d e r . A n u m b e r of f i l i bus t e r ing expedi t ions 
and i n t r i gues w e r e c a r r i e d on in the a r e a . In 1838 an ac tua l inva
s i o n of Canada , u t i l i z ing Oswego as a j u m p i n g off point , was launched 
by a na t iona l i s t group ca l led "The H u n t e r s " . Known as the P a t r i o t 
W a r , th is i l l - fa ted ven tu re added to the a l r e a d y t e n s e r e l a t i ons with 
Canada . 

An i m p o r t a n t date in r e l a t i o n to loca l m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y is 
July 19, 1838. It was on th is date tha t the 48th R e g i m e n t , Oswego 
Nat ional G u a r d s , was fo rma l ly o r g a n i z e d . The "Old F o r t y - e i g h t h " 
as it was to be known, c a m e into being as a r e s u l t of a w i d e s p r e a d 
d e s i r e for an e s t a b l i s h e d , w e l l - t r a i n e d mi l i t i a fo rce on a s t a t e - w i d e 
b a s i s . W e a k n e s s e s of the unorgan ized m i l i t i a , evident dur ing the 
War of 1812, and the t ense r e l a t i o n s with our n o r t h e r n neighbor w e r e 
cont r ibut ing f a c t o r s . Oswego took a lead in the r e c r u i t i n g of an o r 
ganized mi l i t i a fo rce and was one of the f i r s t c o m m u n i t i e s in the 
s t a t e to m u s t e r such a uni t . 

Dur ing th is pe r iod it was the cus tom for off icers of m i l i t i a 
uni ts to be e lec ted by the t r o o p s , r a t h e r than c o m m i s s i o n e d by the 
Governor , as is the p r e s e n t me thod . An o rgan iza t iona l m e e t i n g , held 
in August of tha t y e a r , r e s u l t e d in the e lec t ion of the following loca l 
m e n to t h e s e r e s p e c t i v e ranks : Sidney H. H u r l b u r t , capta in; J a m e s 
R a n s o m , l ieu tenant ; and Zodac S. T i tu s , ens ign . A number of non
c o m m i s s i o n e d off icers w e r e a l so e lec ted at th is t i m e by the m e m b e r 
sh ip of the "Old F o r t y - e i g h t h " which included s o m e of the f i r s t c i t i 
zens of Oswego.- ' 

It is a wel l known t r ad i t i on that our fo r e f a the r s w e r e peaceful 
m e n who shou lde red the m u s k e t and unshea thed the sword only when 
danger of war was i m m i n e n t . One m u s t not, however , over look 
another long-s tand ing A m e r i c a n t r ad i t i on , p r ide in a loca l company 
of m i l i t i a . Oswego was no except ion . A good example of th is kind 
of p r ide and i n t e r e s t was shown by Rober t O l ive r , S r . , a leading 
c i t i zen , who was a c h a r t e r m e m b e r of the "Old F o r t y - e i g h t h " . Taking 
an act ive p a r t in mi l i t i a affairs he r o s e to the r ank of m a j o r . The 
Ol iver fami ly sent t h r e e sons , who had r e c e i v e d the i r in i t ia l t r a i n i n g 
with the loca l unit , to fight in the Civil W a r . One of t h e m , R o b e r t 
O l ive r , J r . , r o s e to the rank of L ieu tenan t Colonel , commanding the 
d i s t ingu i shed 24th Infantry R e g i m e n t , N . Y. V . , the f i r s t Oswego unit 
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to see action during the war. 
Oswego's "Old Forty-eighth" was part of a larger military 

unit located in the Oswego-Syracuse area, the 24th Brigade, Nation
al Guard, State of New York. The 24th Brigade was composed of 
the following military organizations, with headquarters located at 
Oswego, 48th Regiment (Inf.), Oswego; Separate Troop (Cav.), 
Oswego; 54th Regiment (Inf.), Syracuse; and an Artillery Battery, 
Syracuse. Total Brigade strength was one thousand seventy offi
cers and men, a substantial number for that period. ' 

During the 19th century, local militia units performed a 
social as well as a military function. Military balls, which were 
functions intended for the participation of the entire community, were 
an important militia activity. Much time and planning were put into 
these events, some of them being very spectacular affairs. Some 
critics of the period felt that too much attention was given to such 
functions and not enough to drill and training. In this area Oswego's 
regiment was no exception. The annual ball given by the "Old Forty-
eighth" in 1844 and for many years thereafter, was held in the ball
room of the Market House, the old city hall. These must have been 
spectacular affairs as the Common Council issued a ban on the use 
of the facilities for such purposes.9 

Not all of the regiment's time was devoted to social functions. 
Regular weekly drills were held, enabling the troops to develop pro
ficiency in military skills. Such training was to show when the unit 
was called upon, or rather volunteered, to perform its first military 
service. On May 30, 1846, the "Old Forty-eighth" offered its ser 
vices to assist in the garrisoning of Fort Ontario in the event that 
the regular troops were removed. Their services were accepted and 
they were reorganized as the 4»th Regiment, 22nd Brigade of the 6th 
Division. During the winter of that year, the "Old Forty-eighth" was 
called out by the governor as a result of the Rensselaer Rent war. 
The Oswego men traveled by sleigh to Schenectady, where they ass is t 
ed other militia units in restoring the peace.^u 

The unit's next call to duty was closer to home. On July 4, 
1847, a riot broke out at the foot of West Seneca Street in Oswego. 
The participants were a group of Canadian excursionists on a holiday 
and some local citizens who were celebrating the anniversary of their 
nation's founding. The "Old Forty-eighth" was dispatched to the scene 
and quickly restored order,** 

At the outbreak of the Civil War, President Lincoln issued a 
call to the states for troops numbering 75, 000 men. In accordance 
with long-standing military policy these troops were to be drawn from 
the various state milit ias. The New York Militia, like most others, 
was caught unprepared for the emergency. Hasty efforts were insti
gated to obtain uniforms, weapons and other equipment for the 13, 280 
men in the New York quota. The various problems which arose during 
the early days of the war showed a number of deficiencies in the militia 
system. However, in spite of such difficulties, the State was able to 
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d i spa tch i t s f i r s t two r e g i m e n t s only four days af ter the in i t i a l 
c a l l . 1 2 

The 48th Reg imen t was not ca l led into f ede ra l s e r v i c e 
dur ing the w a r . The danger of Br i t i sh in t e rven t ion on the s ide 
of the south posed a s e r i o u s t h r e a t to the Union. Thus mi l i t i a 
uni ts along the N o r t h e r n f ron t ie r r e m a i n e d at t he i r r e s p e c t i v e 
p o s t s , r e a d y to m e e t the e n e m y should he move aga ins t t h e m f rom 
Canada . And so while the ques t ion of union or s e c e s s i o n was 
se t t l ed on the field of Shiloh and Ge t tysburg , the 48th guarded the 
n o r t h e r n f r o n t i e r , wai t ing for an invas ion tha t neve r c a m e . 

But the w a r was not to l eave the "Old F o r t y - e i g h t h " un
sca thed . T h r e e t i m e s dur ing the c o u r s e of the w a r the unit was 
p r a c t i c a l l y d i s m e m b e r e d by ca l l s for t r o o p s . In addit ion to those 
ca l l ed , a n u m b e r of m e m b e r s , anxious to get into ac t ion , r e s i g n e d 
f rom the 48th and joined vo lun teer u n i t s , which w e r e being sen t 
to the f ront . 3 In t h i s m a n n e r the i m p o r t a n c e of m i l i t a r y sk i l l s and 
d i sc ip l ine , l e a r n e d in the m i l i t i a , was to be p roven . A l a r g e n u m 
be r of off icers and m e n of the 24th Inf ran t ry R e g i m e n t , N . Y . V . , 
the f i r s t of s e v e r a l Oswego County r e g i m e n t s which went for th to 
defend the Union, r e c e i v e d the i r "bas i c t r a i n i n g " to u s e a p r e s e n t 
day t e r m , with the "Old F o r t y - e i g h t h " . Many w e r e des t ined to 
a t ta in high r ank and d i s t ingu ish t h e m s e l v e s on the field of b a t t l e . 
All told, the 48th furn i shed in e x c e s s of for ty c o m m i s s i o n e d 
off icers to the Union cause dur ing the c o u r s e of the w a r i ^ (See 
Appendix B) 

Fol lowing the Civil War , the s t a t u r e of the mi l i t i a dropped 
to an a l l - t i m e low. By the end of the decade , however , a m a r k e d 
i m p r o v e m e n t could be noted. This was due, in p a r t , to the i n t e r e s t 
in the s y s t e m taken by many d i s t ingu ished v e t e r a n s of the w a r . Of 
g r e a t e r s igni f icance was the r e a l i z a t i o n by the g e n e r a l public of the 
i m p o r t a n c e of main ta in ing an effective m i l i t a r y o rgan i za t i on . Dur ing 
this pe r i od , the mi l i t i a was r e o r g a n i z e d and molded after the Regula r 
A r m y . It r e m a i n e d , however , a s ta te ins t i tu t ion , with the State p r o 
viding a l m o s t a l l of the expenses involved.1^ On the loca l level some 
d i s t ingu i shed v a r v e t e r a n s , who w e r e p rominen t in mi l i t i a a c t i v i t i e s , 
w e r e Timothy Sull ivan, Robe r t O l ive r , J r . , E d w a r d A. Cooke, George 
Hugunin and o t h e r s . ! " 

Although the s u r r e n d e r at Appomat tox brought peace to the land, 
the n o r t h e r n b o r d e r r e m a i n e d t e n s e . A m i l i t a r y expedi t ion aga ins t 
Canada cont r ibu ted to the f r i c t ion . The F e n i a n s , an I r i s h na t iona l i s t 
g roup , hoped to take Canada and use it as a l e v e r , so to speak , t c f o r c e 
Br i t a in to r e l i nqu i sh t he i r hold on t he i r home land , I r e l a n d . Many of 
the men involved w e r e combat v e t e r a n s and, at th is t i m e , t h e r e w e r e 
l a r g e amounts of su rp lus m i l i t a r y equipment ava i l ab l e . A two pronged 
a t tack f rom N i a g a r a and P l a t t s b u r g was l aunched . The F e n i a n s en t e r ed 
Canada and made contact with Br i t i sh t r o o p s . After a number of en
g a g e m e n t s , the Fen ians w e r e defeated by the s u p e r i o r f o r c e s . T h e r e 
was much i l l - f ee l ing on the p a r t of the B r i t i s h toward the United S ta tes 
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g o v e r n m e n t . Although the A m e r i c a n s did not officially sanc t ion 
the ac t ion , they had done nothing to p reven t it? ' F e a r of r e t a l i a 
t ion by the B r i t i s h caused the m i l i t i a uni ts along the n o r t h e r n 
f ron t i e r to be placed on a l e r t , to m e e t wha teve r s i tua t ion might 
a r i s e . Dur ing th is c r i s i s the "Old F o r t y - e i g h t h " did guard duty 
in and about O s w e g o . ' " 

At th i s point it m i g h t s e r v e us we l l t o d i v e r t f rom our 
chrono log ica l r e c o r d of the loca l m i l i t i a ac t iv i t i es in o r d e r to 
cons ide r a c lose ly r e l a t e d m a t t e r . The a r m o r i e s of the loca l 
m i l i t i a s e r v e d not only m i l i t a r y functions but w e r e often u t i l i zed 
by the c i t izens for va r i ous civic ac t iv i t i e s and thus occupied an 
i m p o r t a n t p a r t in communi ty l i fe . Before s ta te aid was a l loca ted 
for a r m o r y cons t ruc t i on , such fac i l i t i es had to be r en ted by the 
uni t or donated by the loca l c i ty g o v e r n m e n t . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
$ 3 . 8 mi l l ion w e r e a l loca ted for a r m o r y cons t ruc t ion and r e p a i r 
dur ing the l a s t q u a r t e r of the 19th cen tu ry , which enabled many 
c o m m u n i t i e s , which p r ev ious ly had no p e r m a n e n t a r m o r i e s , to 
obtain such f ac i l i t i e s . Some c r i t i c i z e d the a r c h i t e c t u r e of the 
bu i ld ings , s ta t ing that the s t r u c t u r e bore too g r e a t a r e s e m b l a n c e 
to old E u r o p e a n c a s t l e s and f o r t r e s s e s . Also opposed to a r m o r y 
cons t ruc t ion was the a n a r c h i s t - s o c i a l i s t e l emen t , to whom the 
a r m o r i e s r e p r e s e n t e d a d i sc ip l ined mi l i t i a o rgan iza t ion , thus 
posing a d e t e r r e n t to that g roup ' s violent a c t i v i t i e s . ' 

Oswego Mil i t ia has had t h r e e a r m o r i e s . At i ts incept ion , 
the 48th r e g i m e n t was q u a r t e r e d in the M a r k e t House , the old 
c i ty ha l l . The mee t ing ha l l on the t h i r d floor w a s u t i l ized for 
d r i l l pu rpose s and a lso for the annual m i l i t a r y b a l l s . The Com
mon Counci l w a s , however , r e l u c t a n t to. p e r m i t the s t o r a g e of 
weapons and ammuni t ion in the building p r o p e r . Thus an adjoin
ing s t r u c t u r e , located jus t to the south, was obtained and u t i l ized 
as a gun r o o m . Weapons and other equipment w e r e s t o r e d t h e r e . 
Today, th is s t r u c t u r e is u t i l i zed as a loca l r ad io s ta t ion .^ 

After being q u a r t e r e d in the M a r k e t House , the "Old F o r t y -
e ighth" moved to i ts f i r s t p e r m a n e n t h o m e . The a r m o r y , des -
c r ibed as a " subs t an t i a l b r i ck building, with a m o r t a r e d roof and 
t o w e r s " was s i tuated on E a s t F i r s t S t r e e t , be tween Oneida and 
Mohawk S t r e e t s , facing the r i v e r . It was 175 feet long and 100 
feet deep , having t h r e e s t o r i e s . Most of the f i r s t floor was u t i l ized 
as a d r i l l ha l l , with some company r o o m s . The second floor con
ta ined company r o o m s as wel l as h e a d q u a r t e r s for the r e g i m e n t 
and b r i g a d e . The th i rd floor was occupied by the c a v a l r y t r o o p s . 
A number of t r oph ie s and awards w e r e found t h e r e , tes t i fying to 
the ski l l s of the Oswegonians in m a r k s m a n s h i p and d r i l l . The 
s t r u c t u r e is s t i l l s tanding, minus the t o w e r s , and houses the offices 
for the Cyc lo the rm C o r p o r a t i o n . ' 1 

In 1903 the unit moved to a new a r m o r y which has been 
u t i l ized up to the p r e s e n t t i m e . The s t r u c t u r e , located on West 
F i r s t S t r e e t , at the foot of Mohawk S t r e e t , is of b r i ck and s tone 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n . A m a s s i v e tower in conjunction with the ove ra l l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , gives the s t r u c t u r e a ve ry i m p r e s s i v e m i l i t a r y 
a p p e a r a n c e . In r e c e n t y e a r s , an addit ion has been c o n s t r u c t e d 
on the nor th s ide , s e r v i n g as a ga rage for the Company ' s veh i c l e s . 

Dur ing the l a s t q u a r t e r of the 19th cen tu ry , t h e r e was a 
g r e a t deal of soc ia l u n r e s t in the coun t ry . The r i s e of big b u s i 
n e s s , o rgan iza t ion of the labor f o r c e , s o c i a l i s t and a n a r c h i s t 
a c t i v i t i e s , w e r e a l l con t r ibu t ing f a c t o r s . Such d i scon ten t f r e 
quent ly r e s u l t e d in violence and public d i s o r d e r . Often the 
National Guard was cal led out to quel l t he se d i s t u r b a n c e s and 
r e s t o r e o r d e r . The "Old F o r t y - e i g h t h " saw much s e r v i c e in 
th is type of s i tua t ion . Oswego ' s G u a r d s m e n w e r e summoned 
to S y r a c u s e in 1878 to quel l a d i s t u r b a n c e a r i s i n g f rom a r a i l 
r oad s t r i k e in that c i ty . In 1882 the unit saw eighteen d a y s ' r i o t 
duty on the l umber w h a r v e s h e r e in Oswego . Another r a i l r o a d 
s t r i k e in 1890 again ca l led the local unit to the City of S y r a c u s e . 
In 1892 a r a i l r o a d s t r i ke in Buffalo r e q u i r e d the a t tent ion of the 
"Old F o r t y - E i g h t h " . The unit guarded the S tandard Oil Company ' s 
p r o p e r t y in Oswego dur ing the l o n g s h o r e m e n ' s s t r i ke of 1894. 
Dur ing t he se d i s t u r b a n c e s , the local unit p ro t ec t ed life and p r o p 
e r t y while helping civil officials r e s t o r e o r d e r . -> 

A s e r i e s of r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h a r p l y r e d u c e d the s ize of 
the "Old F o r t y - e i g h t h " f rom r e g i m e n t a l to company s t r e n g t h . 
In 1882 the r e g i m e n t was d isbanded and, on the loca l l eve l , 
r e o r g a n i z e d into two c o m p a n i e s . T h e s e , in t u r n , w e r e jo ined 
toge the r fo rming the 48th S e p a r a t e Company . L a t e r , th is un i t ' s 
des igna t ion was changed to Company D. Under this t i t le the unit 
was des t ined to d i s t ingu ish i tself on m a n y o c c a s i o n s dur ing the 
y e a r s to c o m e . 

The d e s t r u c t i o n of an A m e r i c a n w a r s h i p at Havana brought 
an abrupt end to that pe r iod of A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y known as the 
"gay n i n e t i e s " . With the c r y , " R e m e m b e r the M a i n e ! " , we went 
to w a r aga ins t Spain. Again as in the p a s t , A m e r i c a found h e r s e l f 
u n p r e p a r e d , and ha s ty mobi l i za t ion efforts w e r e ins t i tu ted . In 
o r d e r to m e e t the number of vo lun teer r e g i m e n t s r e q u i r e d by the 
F e d e r a l Governmen t , the Governor o r d e r e d the consol ida t ion of a 
n u m b e r of s e p a r a t e compan ies into an o rgan iza t ion des igna ted as 
the 3rd R e g i m e n t , Infantry , Nat ional Guard , Sta te of New York . 
Oswego ' s 48th S e p a r a t e Company b e c a m e Company " D " of th is 
r e g i m e n t ' s f i r s t b a t t a l i o n . ^ 

Fol lowing the i r induct ion into F e d e r a l s e r v i c e , the 3rd 
R e g i m e n t , N . Y. Vo lun tee r s , was a s s igned to Camp Black on 
Long I s l and . On May 24th they w e r e o r d e r e d to C a m p A l g e r , 
Vi rg in ia . They w e r e s ta t ioned t h e r e dur ing the s u m m e r w h e r e 
they suffered g r e a t l y f rom s i c k n e s s . T h i s s i tua t ion b e c a m e so 
s e r i o u s that the r e g i m e n t was sent to Camp Mead, Pennsy lvan ia , 
a h e a l t h i e r p l ace , on August 29th. Fo l lowing the c e s s a t i o n of 
h o s t i l i t i e s the uni ts d e p a r t e d for t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e h o m e s t a t i o n s , 
r e c e i v i n g d e m o n s t r a t i o n s of w e l c o m e in the c i t i e s th rough which 
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they passed. Though the men of the 3rd Regiment never got to 
Cuba the hardships they suffered in the service of their country 
were not forgotten by the people. 

After the war Company "D" was attached to the 108th 
Infantry Battalion. This, in turn, was part of the 27th Division, 
New York National Guard, an organization covering much of the 
central and northern part of the state. During this period, a 
number of events transpired which had an important effect on 
the National Guard. The Dicks Bills of 1903 and 1908 allocated 
$2 million a year to the various states to maintain their guard 
units. This was the first time Federal monetary aid had been 
provided. Between 1792 and 1903 the maintenance of the Militia 
had been the sole responsibility of the states. Also, the Federal 
government provided Regular Army personnel as instructors. 
This enabled the guard to improve upon and learn new military 
skills. These were the first steps taken which enabled the Guard 
to develop to its present s tater" The fruit of this action was to be 
shown quite vividly when the Guard was next called to active duty. 

In 1916 trouble along the border again called for the ser 
vices of the National Guard. This time the trouble was not with 
Canada, as it had been in the past. Revolutionary uprisings in 
Mexico led to trouble with the United States. General Huerta, 
who succeeded the assassinated Madera as President of Mexico, 
was confronted by a revolt of the lat ter 's supporters. When the 
United States recognized the new government and restricted the 
sale of weapons to the revolutionaries, Pancho Villa, one of the 
revolutionaries, launched an attack against the United States. 
From northern Mexico, which he controlled, the bandit leader 
crossed the border on the night of March 9, 1916, and attacked 
the town of Columbus, N. M. A number of Americans were 
killed and much property was destroyed before the rebel band 
withdrew to their hideout in the rugged mountains of northern 
Mexico. Outraged by this invasion, President Wilson with the 
agreement of the Mexican government, sent an expeditionary 
force, under the command of General John J. Pershing, across 
the border to capture the bandit leader .2 ' 

As General Pershing's force moved into the Mexican 
mountain stronghold of the rebels , other military activities were 
underway. Security along our long border with Mexico posed a 
serious problem. On March 25 the President called about one-
third of the National Guard to active service. These citizen 
soldiers were deployed along our southern border to provide 
internal security. 

Oswego's Company "D" was called to active service as 
part of the 3rd Regiment (Infantry), New York National Guard. 
Under the command of General John F . O'Ryan, the 3rd Regiment 
was mustered into federal service and dispatched to the Southwest. 
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The B o r d e r s e r v i c e is a r e c o r d of v igorous d i sc ip l ine and long, 
s t r enuous m a r c h e s r a t h e r than f ighting. The New York t r oops 
saw no combat dur ing th is pe r iod . The loca l group was s ta t ioned 
a t P h a r r , T e x a s , not far f rom the Mexican B o r d e r . This a r e a 
was s p a r c e l y inhabi ted coun t ry . The long m a r c h e s w e r e m a d e 
m o r e difficult than n o r m a l by a combina t ion of high t e m p e r a c u r e s 
and dust s t o r m s . When they r e t u r n e d home the m e n w e r e , to a l l 
i n t en t s , v e t e r a n s - toughened by life in the f ie ld . (See Appendix C) 

By the t i m e the m e n of Company " D " r e t u r n e d to Oswego, 
it was c l e a r that r e l a t i o n s with G e r m a n y had p a s s e d beyond the 
point of no r e t u r n . It was only a m a t t e r of t i m e before the ca l l was 
to come again , th is t i m e taking Company " D " to the bloody t r e n c h e s 
of F r a n c e and Be lg ium. 

The w a r in E u r o p e , which began in 1914, d ragged on, each 
s ide suffer ing heavy l o s s e s . The United Sta tes r e m a i n e d n e u t r a l , 
a l though, because of background and c u l t u r e , the m a j o r i t y of our 
people identif ied with the A l l i e s . S t r a ined r e l a t i o n s with the Axis 
r e s u l t e d f rom the Z i m m e r m a n Note and G e r m a n y ' s u n r e s t r i c t e d 
s u b m a r i n e w a r f a r e . When the G e r m a n s r e i n s t i t u t e d the l a t t e r , the 
United S ta tes mobi l i zed and e n t e r e d the w a r "to m a k e the wor ld 
safe for d e m o c r a c y " . As a p a r t of our g e n e r a l mobi l i za t ion , P r e s i 
dent Wilson, on M a r c h 25, 1917, ca l led the Nat ional Guard into 
F e d e r a l S e r v i c e . And so Company " D " l ike the r e s t of the count ry 
went to w a r . 

Jus t p r i o r to the s t a r t of h o s t i l i t i e s , the off icers of the loca l 
uni ts w e r e : To ry Bal l , capta in ; C l a r e n c e M a r t i a n , f i r s t l i eu tenant ; 
E y r a B a r n s , second l ieutenant ; and F r e d Ga l l aghe r , f i r s t s e r g e a n t . 
Number ing 150 m e n , Company " D " was d i spa t ched to Utica and 
T r e n t o n F a l l s w h e r e they guarded power s t a t ions to p reven t s a b o t a g e . 
Then the unit was o r d e r e d to Madi son B a r r a c k s . While t h e r e they 
helped conve r t the post f rom a r e g u l a r p e a c e t i m e m i l i t a r y ins t a l l a t ion 
to a spec i a l o f f i ce r s ' t r a in ing c a m p . This was one of the f i r s t t r a in ing 
camps of i ts type set up dur ing the w a r . The m e n a l so did guard duty 
in and a round the Water town a r e a before being o r d e r e d to P e l h a m Bay 
on August 16. The m e n w e r e q u a r t e r e d in a t e m p o r a r y ten t c a m p on 
the grounds and Polo F i e ld at the W e s t c h e s t e r Country Club. Vis i t s 
w e r e m a d e to New York City, which was a new e x p e r i e n c e for m o s t 
of the ups ta t e m e n . The G u a r d s m e n p a r t i c i p a t e d in the p a r a d e down 
Fifth Avenue before being o r d e r e d south on S e p t e m b e r 24. 

When Company " D " a r r i v e d at Camp Wadswor th , S . C . , m o s t 
of the m e n , feel ing quite confident of t he i r a b i l i t i e s , expec ted to be 
sent o v e r s e a s i m m e d i a t e l y . They w e r e d i sappoin ted when in formed 
that they w e r e to unde rgo addi t ional t r a in ing at the b a s e . But the t r e n c h 
w a r f a r e of 1917 was qui te different f rom the open t a c t i c s of e a r l i e r w a r s . 
The G u a r d s m e n , schooled in the t a c t i c s of the Civil and S p a n i s h - A m e r i 
can W a r s , had to l e a r n new sk i l l s of Twent ie th Cen tu ry w a r f a r e . Many 
different a r e a s of m i l i t a r y s c i ence w e r e m a s t e r e d by the m e n of C o m 
pany " D " . T h e r e was i n s t r u c t i o n in g renade th rowing , au tomat i c w e a -

96 



pons , t r e n c h a r t i l l e r y , gas defense and camouf lage . P a t r o l l i n g 
and r e c o n n a i s s a n c e w e r e s t r e s s e d as wel l as communica t ions and 

29 l i a s o n . 7 

About twenty-f ive m i l e s f rom the c a m p was a hi l l named 
Glassy Rock. A r i f le r a n g e was loca ted h e r e and this point , f r e 
quent ly , was u t i l ized as a t e r m i n u s for h i k e s . It was unique in 
tha t the a r t i l l e r y , as wel l as the infant ry , u t i l ized it for t r a i n i n g . 
The a r t i l l e r y , loca ted to the r e a r , f i red over the s ec to r occupied 
by the in fan t ry . This s imu la t ed combat condi t ions and a c c u s t o m e d 
the r i f l emen to the sound and s e n s a t i o n s of b a r r a g e s being f i red 

7, 30 B s 
ove r t h e m . 

While at Camp Wadswor th the loca l unit underwen t r e o r g a n 
iza t ion . The 3rd Reg imen t (Company "D") was combined with e l e 
m e n t s of the 74th Reg imen t (from Buffalo) to fo rm what was to be 
known as the 108th R e g i m e n t . T h i s , in t u r n , was p a r t of the 27th 
Div is ion . In the p r o c e s s , a n u m b e r of Buffalo G u a r d s m e n w e r e 

31 a s s igned to Company " D " . The loca l unit r e c e i v e d ac tua l t r e n c h 
w a r f a r e t r a i n i n g at Wadswor th , w h e r e a s y s t e m of t r e n c h e s l ike 
those in E u r o p e had been c o n s t r u c t e d . A l s o , B r i t i s h and F r e n c h 
A r m y v e t e r a n s s e r v e d as a d v i s o r s to the m e n of the 27th Div is ion . • " 

The 27th Divis ion d e p a r t e d f rom Newpor t News on May 10, 
1918. The i r des t ina t ion was B r e s t , F r a n c e . Company " D " was 
aboard the S.S Kur ska , a s m a l l ship with a mixed c rew; R u s s i a n , 
B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n . This was p a r t of a convoy, the s t a n d a r d way 
to t r a v e l at the t i m e , due to the s u b m a r i n e m e n a c e . The c r o s s i n g 
was difficult, as heavy s e a s and high waves w e r e encoun te red and 
m a n y of the m e n suffered f rom s e a s i c k n e s s . Of the twenty-one 
ships in the convoy, the m e n of Comapny " D " w e r e s u r e they had 
d rawn the w o r s t . A loca l v e t e r a n d e s c r i b e d the S . S . K u r s k a as an 
"Old Tub. " 

Upon a r r i v a l in F r a n c e on May 23, the 27th Divis ion moved 
into the B r i t i s h s e c t o r no r th of the S o m m e . H e r e , they w e r e b i l 
le ted and, s ince they w e r e to be a t tached to the B r i t i s h f o r c e s , r e 
ceived i n s t r u c t i o n in B r i t i s h m e t h o d s an,d m a t e r i a l s . Gradua l ly , 
ind iv idua l s , usua l ly s e r g e a n t s , went up to the f ront with B r i t i s h 
uni ts to become f ami l i a r with the t r e n c h e s , l a n d s c a p e , e t c . On 
July 3, 1918, the unit occupied a p a r t of the l ine in F l a n d e r s w h e r e 
they w e r e a t tached to the Second B r i t i s h A r m y , under the c o m m a n d 
of Gene ra l Rob inson of A u s t r a l i a . The i r m i s s i o n was to p r o t e c t the 
Channel po r t and, although the m a i n G e r m a n d r ive was to the Nor th , 
the loca l unit saw the i r f i r s t comba t ac t ion h e r e . Company " D " 
faced the t r oops of P r i n c e R u p e r t who was r epu ted to command s o m e 
of the toughest f o r c e s in the G e r m a n A r m y . Under r e g u l a r a r t i l l e r y 
b o m b a r d m e n t , the m e n of the loca l unit b e c a m e a c c u s t o m e d to the 
s ights and sounds of w a r . At night the sky was i l lumina ted by s e a r c h 
l ights and t r a c e r b u l l e t s , d i r e c t e d at G e r m a n a i r c r a f t . The G u a r d s 
m e n c r a w l e d th rough tangled ba rbed w i r e and she l l holes to pa t ro l 
" n o - m a n ' s l and" , be tween the opposing f o r c e s . S o m e t i m e s , dur ing 
t h e s e p a t r o l s they w e r e under f i r e f rom e n e m y gun e m p l a c e m e n t s . " 
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When relieved, the 27th Division moved to Antheil near 
Doullens. Here they joined with the 30th Division to prepare for 
an assault on the Hindenburg Line. This German fortress was 
well constructed of steel and concrete, covered with earth. The 
various units of the system were connected by a series of under
ground tunnels. Tunnels also led to bunkers and gun emplacements 
enabling the defenders to move to these positions without exposing 
themselves to f ire. Five times the British had sent their forces 
against this impregnable for t ress . Five times they had been beaten 
back with heavy casualties. Now it was the Americans who would 
test the strength of the Hindenburg Line. On the morning of 
September 29, 1918, under the cover of their own machine guns 
and British arti l lery, the Americans went "over the top" launching 
their attack on the German for t ress . ^" To trace the entire course 
of the battle would be beyond the scope of this paper. What follows 
then are some selected aspects which relate to the local unit and 
the part they played in the attack. 

The men of Company "D" were sacrifice troops. They were 
to move against the enemy until their numbers were seriously de
pleted. Then a fresh unit would pass over, "leap frog", them and 
continue the attack. Slowed down by mud, shell-holes and barbed 
wire, and under heavy arti l lery bombardment as well as small a rms ' 
f ire, it did not take Company "D" very long to get depleted. At this 
point they were "leap frogged" by Australian troops. A number of 
the local men pressed on with the Australians and helped take the 
St. Quentin Canal, an important port of the German defense system. 
This breach marked the beginning of the end for the Hindenburg Line. 

During this battle, Sgt. Merri l Hewitt was killed. A native 
Oswegonian, he served with Company "D" during the Mexican Border 
Campaign. Upon his return home he enrolled in the old Oswego Nor
mal. He was in attendance only a short time when his unit was again 
called to active service. At the time of his death, he was leading his 

37 men in the assault on the Hindenburg Line. ' His memory has been 
perpetuated by the college in naming the Student Union building in his 
honor. 

During this battle, the men of the local company had their first 
experience with tanks. Company "D" had been assigned one of these 
vehicles: a. British model called a Churchill Tank. The men were im
pressed with its size and formidable appearance. Surely it would 
wreak havoc with the German defenses ! But this was not to be the case. 
After traveling only a short distance the tank broke down, then took a 
direct hit, and was destroyed. After this, the local troop did not put 
much faith in these modern gadgets. 

Following the assault on the Hindenburg Line, the remnants of 
the 27th Division were pulled back for a res t . On October 11, 1918, 
they returned to the front line. In the days that followed, furious en
gagements took place at Jonc-de-Mar Ridge, St. Soplet and the LaSalle 
River. The Germans, making a determined last stand, forced the 
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Allies to pay dearly for each foot of ground taken. On their last 
day in the front lines, there were but 850 effective rifles in the 
entire 27th Division. -1" Company "D"s condition was representative 
of the division as a whole. On September 11, they were at their 
full war-time strength; approximately 250 men. On November 11, 
they number had been reduced to approximately 70, and many of 
these, just released from hospitals, bore scars and displayed 
bandages. They had suffered heavy losses in the preceding two 
month period. 40 

During this period, Corporal William S. Monaghan, for 
whom a local American Legion Post is named, shot down a German 
airplane . The aircraft was flying low, strafing the troops. Mona
ghan, who was listed as a sharp-shooter, utilizing only his rifle, 
fired and killed the pilot. The plane crashed and the crew were 
taken pr isoners . For this act Monaghan was decorated with the 
Silver Star. The award was made posthumously, as he was killed 
in action on October 17, 1918. 4 1 

The local Guardsmen say no more combat. When the Arm
istice was signed they were at Corbie, resting and undergoing addi
tional training. About this time the unit was reviewed by General 
Pershing, Commander of the American Expeditionary Force . One 
veteran of Company "D", who saw the famous Pershing, was greatly 
impressed. The General was "every inch a soldier, " the veteran 
recalled. During the review a humorous incident occurred involving 
the General and a young corporal of Company "D". 

The corporal had been wounded twice and hence wore two 
wound chevrons on the lower part of his right sleeve. Pershing 
stopped, pointed to the chevrons and asked, "Where did you get 
those, soldier?" , obviously referring to the battles in which the 
man had been wounded. But the corporal being somewhat nervous, 
addressing such a distinguished officer, interpreted the question 
differently. "From the quartermaster , s i r , " was the quick (and 
strictly correct) reply of the young soldier. The General of the 
Armies, his staff and a nervous corporal all enjoyed a good laugh. . ,** 

The men of Company "D" left France on February 26, 1919, 
aboard the Mauretania bound for New York. Upon arrival , they were 
sent to Camp Upton where they prepared to be mustered out and take 
part in the Victory Parade down Fifth Avenue. When on parade, the 
men of the 27th Division were well received by the people. The event 
was n6t as spectacular or the cheering as loud as before, when they 
had marched off to war. Perhaps this was due to the thinned ranks 
and the number of marchers who bore visible wounds. Not all of those 
who left were returning. Thus this celebration had a difference - a 
sounder, more quiet admiration - the solid appreciation for great 
things that had been accomplished. An account of the period states: 
"the crowd seemed spellbound. Their emotion was too deep for cheers . 
Surely this occasion will never be forgotten. " 4 3 On March 31, 1919 
Company "D", along with the res t of the 27th Division, was mustered 
out of Federal Service. As a result of their World War I service they 
are entitled to fly three battle s t reamers from their Regimental Colors 
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to signify pa r t i c ipa t i on in the Bat t les of F l a n d e r s , Y p r e s - L y s and 
the Somme Offensive. 4 

The pe r iod between the two World W a r s was a quiet t i m e 
for Company " D " . They w e r e put on " s t a n d - b y " a l e r t for the Auburn 
P r i s o n Riot of 1929, but w e r e not ca l led to tha t c i ty . A high d e g r e e 
of p rof ic iency in m i l i t a r y sk i l l s was ma in t a ined by r e g u l a r weekly 
d r i l l and s u m m e r t r a i n i n g per iod at Camp P e e k s k i l l , N. Y. Dur ing 
the 1920's and 1930 ' s , Company " D " was wel l known, both on a s t a t e 
and loca l l eve l , for i t s champion baske tba l l t e a m s . The i r baseba l l 
and r if le t e a m s won t r o p h i e s as wel l ; many of which a r e s t i l l on d i s 
play at the loca l A r m o r y . J 

War b r o k e . it i n E u r o p e in 1939. This event , along wi th 
c o n c e r n over J a p a n e s e m i l i t a r y ac t iv i t i e s in China s t imu la t ed a 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of our m i l i t a r y fo rce s so they would be equipped to 
m e e t any s i tua t ion which migh t a r i s e . Bas i ca l l y , this p r o g r a m was 
a imed at r e o r g a n i z i n g the old " r e g u l a r A r m y " and i n c r e a s i n g it to a 
1, 200, 000 m a n s t r e n g t h . To fill the r a n k s of th i s new A r m y , the 
Nat ional Guard was ca l led into F e d e r a l S e r v i c e . Many individual 
g u a r d s m e n w e r e d r a w n f rom the i r uni ts and a s s igned to new o r g a n 
iza t ions c o m p o s e d ma in ly of vo lun t ee r s and c o n s c r i p t s , who lacked 
p rev ious m i l i t a r y e x p e r i e n c e . The t r a i n e d g u a r d s m e n , s e r v i n g as 
both c o m m i s s i o n e d and n o n - c o m m i s s i o n e d o f f i ce r s , p rovided the 
l e a d e r s h i p n e c e s s a r y to m a k e t h e s e i nexpe r i enced units into functional 
m i l i t a r y o rgan i za t i ons . ' * " 

The in i t ia l ca l l c ame on Sep tember 16, 1940. The mobi l i za t ion 
was executed over a per iod of s e v e r a l mon ths as fac i l i t i es w e r e not 
r ead i ly ava i lab le for the en t i r e National Guard of the United S t a t e s . 
Due to the ou tb reak of the war the o r ig ina l one year per iod of s e r v i c e 
was extended for the dura t ion , plus s ix m o n t h s . 

When the New York National Guard was inducted into F e d e r a l 
S e r v i c e , Governor Dewey se t up a State Guard . This was to be a h o m e -
front r e p l a c e m e n t for the g u a r d s m e n ca l led to act ive duty. The pu rpose 
of the State Guard was to provide a s s i s t a n c e to civi l au tho r i t i e s in t i m e 
of c r i s i s . Secu r i t y for v i ta l i n d u s t r i a l i n s t a l l a t ions was an i m p o r t a n t 
s e r v i c e p rov ided by the State Guard . A l s o , they a s s i s t e d c ivi l defense 
p e r s o n n e l dur ing n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s . 

Company " D " of Oswego was inducted into F e d e r a l Se rv ice on 
October 15, 1940, and o r d e r e d to F o r t McCle l l an , A labama , w h e r e they 
took p a r t in the Lou i s i ana m a n e u v e r s . At th i s t i m e the off icers w e r e : 
Max Z ie l , capta in; Haro ld Wilson, f i r s t l ieu tenant ; Wil l iam O'Niel and 
Wil l iam Ga l l aghe r , second l i e u t e n a n t s . F r e d Mcl l lwaine was the c o m 
pany ' s f i r s t s e r g e a n t . 

While at F o r t McCle l lan the 27th Divis ion pa r t i c ipa t ed in the 
l a r g e sca le Lou i s i ana m a n e u v e r s . Impor t an t t r a in ing was r e c e i v e d in 
combined a r m o r - i n f a n t r y o p e r a t i o n s . Bas ic infant ry t a c t i c s w e r e r e 
newed. These included l a rge and s m a l l g roup a s s a u l t s , flanking and 
defensive t a c t i c s . The loca l unit a l so took p a r t in the Tennes see m a n e u 
v e r s and the A r k a n s a s - L o u i s i a n a m a n e u v e r s as we l l . Dur ing this pe r iod 
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of ex tens ive t r a i n i n g , the loca l unit was a t tached to the Second 
A r m y C o r p s . 

After the w a r b roke out, the 27th Divis ion was sent to 
Ca l i fo rn ia . F r o m h e r e , on M a r c h 10, 1942, they depa r t ed for 
Hawai i . Upon a r r i v a l the 108th Th i rd Bat ta l ion, of which Com
pany " D " was a p a r t , was a s s igned to Maui . In Sep t ember of 
that y e a r , the 27th Divis ion was t r i a n g u l a r i z e d . As a r e s u l t of 
th is r e o r g a n i z a t i o n the 108th Reg imen t was de tached and t r a n s 
f e r r e d to the 40th Divis ion . Company " D " s e r v e d with this - ' 
Divis ion for the r e m a i n d e r of the w a r . When the 27th Divis ion 
shipped out for the South Pac i f i c , Company " D " , now a p a r t of 
the 40th Divis ion, r e m a i n e d on Hawai i . 

Company "D"s f i r s t a s s i g n m e n t in the I s lands was to p r o 
vide s e c u r i t y in c a se of J a p a n e s e invas ion . In th is capac i ty , they 
did guard duty along the beaches and a round vi ta l m i l i t a r y i n s t a l 
l a t i o n s . Fol lowing the J a p a n e s e defeat in the Batt le of Midway, 
the danger of invas ion was d imin i shed . The loca l unit was then 
a s s igned dut ies r e l a t e d to the cons t ruc t i on of defense i n s t a l l a t i o n s . 
Beaches w e r e given p r io r i t y ; c o n s e n t i n a s , double ap ron - f ences and 
other ba rbed w i r e dev ices e r e c t e d . Machine gun bunkers and r i f le 
pits w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d . Such ins t a l l a t ions w e r e i m p o r t a n t p a r t s of 
the i s l and ove ra l l defense s y s t e m . 

In D e c e m b e r 1943 the unit shipped out for Guadalcana l . 
This i s land was s e c u r e and the m e n did g a r r i s o n duty and engaged 
in t r a in ing e x e r c i s e s des igned to f a m i l i a r i z e t hem with jungle 
o p e r a t i o n s . They w e r e p r e p a r e d for the invas ion of New I r e l a n d . 
At the l a s t m o m e n t , af ter m u c h of t he i r equipment had been put 
aboard sh ip , the ope ra t i on was cance l l ed . New I re l and was to be 
b y - p a s s e d and Company " D " was shipped to New Br i t a in . It m igh t 
be noted tha t the loca l t r o o p s saw s o m e "ac t i on" while on Guadal 
cana l . This was not with the J a p a n e s e but with the M a r i n e s - a 
c a s e of i n t e r - s e r v i c e r i v a l r y . The r e l a t i o n s h i p between the two 
groups was not exac t ly c o r d i a l ! 

Company " D " landed at the G louces t e r Bay a r e a of New 
Br i t a in , an a r e a which was a l r e a d y s e c u r e d . On the opposi te end 
of the i s land in the v ic in i ty of Raba l , the s t r a t e g i c J a p a n e s e naval 
b a s e , A m e r i c a n fo rce s w e r e engaged in heavy contact with the 
e n e m y . Deep in the jungle was a s m a l l a i r s t r i p and r ad io r e l a y 
s ta t ion which f igured p rominen t ly in m i l i t a r y ope ra t ions in the a r e a . 
Company " D " was sent to th is ins ta l l a t ion to p e r f o r m guard duty. 
A p e r i m e t e r was e s t ab l i shed and r e g u l a r pa t ro l s sent into the s u r 
rounding a r e a to p r even t J a p a n e s e in f i l t r a t ion . ^0 

While on p a t r o l , the loca l g u a r d s m e n encoun te r ed a n u m b e r 
of cows . These a n i m a l s had been t u rned loose by E u r o p e a n p lan ta 
tion owners when the J a p a n e s e invaded the i s l and . Roaming in the 
jungles the ca t t le had abundant fol iage to ea t . Regula t ions p roh ib i ted 
conf iscat ion of the p r o p e r t y of c i v i l i a n s . However , as a v e t e r a n r e -
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called, these particular cows were "unfriendly. " Since there are 
no regulations protecting'"hostile" cows, the animals were shot. 
This provided the guardsmen with fresh meat - a welcome change 
of diet from the canned rations to which the men were accustomed. ^1 

On January 9, 1945, the local unit took part in the Invasion 
of the Philippines. Company "D" was in the first wave of the am
phibious assault. Moving inland, heavy Japanese resistance was 
encountered. The local unit saw action on Luzon, Leyte and Min
danao. They were serving here when the Japanese surrendered and 
the war ended. After the cessation of hostilities, Company "D" was 
ordered to Korea where they served as part of the Army of the Occu
pation. It was here that the unit was demobilized in March, 1946. 
The regimental and company colors were returned to headquarters 
at the Jefferson Street Armory, Syracuse. 

The problems of national security in the post World War II 
were numerous and demanding. As the heirs of the old militia 
system, the National Guard had played an important part in the war. 
Since it was not economically feasible to maintain standing military 
forces of the magnitude necessary, the National Guard was reorgan
ized as an integral part of the nation's defense system. The Army's 
long range goal was a highly mobile reserve component which would 
be capable of immediate mobilization in case of emergency. In ac
cordance with the program, the National Guard was stream-lined 
with priority given to Infantry, Armour and Regimental Combat Teams. 
This makes the organization more flexible. 

Under its present program, the National Guard provides a 
ready reserve force to back up the Regular Army. Guardsmen train 
at forty-eight weekly drills during the year and take two weeks' sum
mer field training. $i Opportunities for regular Army training are 
available in all military occupation skills. All members are required 
to serve some period of time (minimum four months) on active duty 
for training. -)4 

The local unit, today, is Company "A", F i rs t Mechanized In
fantry Battalion, 108th Infantry, 27th Armored Division. The old 
regimental system of organization has been replaced by separate 
battalions, giving more flexibility in deployment. During the gas 
shortage of 1957 and the blizzard of 1958 the local unit was active 
assisting civil defense officials. Race riots in Rochester called the 
unit to that city for several days' riot duty in 1964. At present, with 
three officers and one hundred-three men, the unit is at full author
ized strength. Under a new Army policy, recruits are receiving part 
of their basictrainingwith their home units before Being ordered to 
active duty. This program will be expanded during the active duty 
summer training period. Company "A" has been assigned an impor
tant position in the recruit training program at Camp Drum this 
summer. " 

At this point some type of summation is in order. The author 
feels that the National Guard's Creed sums up the theme of this paper 
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much better than he could. It is entitled: "I am the Guard. "5° 

"Civilian in Peace, Soldier in War. . .of security 
and honor, for three centuries I have been the custodian, 
I am the Guard. 

I was with Washington in the dim forests , fought the wily 
warr ior , and watched the dark night bow to morning. . . 
At Concord's bridge I fired the fateful shot heard 'round 
the world. . .1 bled on Bunker Hill. . .My footprints marked 
the snows, at Valley F o r g e . . . I pulled a muffled oar on the 
barge that bridged the icy Delaware. . .1 stood with 
Washington on the sun drenched heights of Yorktown. . . 
I saw the sword surrendered. . .1 am the Guard. . .1 pulled 
the trigger that loosed the long rifle's havoc at New Or
leans. . . These things I knew - I was there !. . . I saw both 
sides of the War between the States - I was there !. . . The 
Hill at San Juan felt the fury of my charge. . .the far plains 
and mountains of the Phillipines echoed to my shout. . .On 
the Mexican Border I stood. . . I am the Guard. . . The dark 
forests of the Argonne blazed with my barrage. . . Chateau 
Thierry crumbled to my command. . . Under the arches of 
victory I marched in legion - I was there. . .1 am the Guard 
. . .1 bowed briefly on the grim Corregidor, then saw the 
light of liberation shine on the faces of my comrades. . . 
Through the jungles and on the beaches, I fought the enemy, 
beat, battered and broke h im. . .1 raised our banner to the 
serene air on Okinawa - I scrambled over Normandy's 
beaches - I was there - I am the Guard. . . Across the 38th 
Paral lel I made my stand. . . I flew MIG Alley. . . I was there 
. . . I am the Guard. 

Soldier in War, Civilian in Peace. . .1 am the Guard. 

I was at Johnstown, where the raging waters boomed down 
the valley. . . I cradled the crying child in my arms and saw 
the t e r ro r leave her eyes. . . I moved through the smoke and 
flame at Texas City.. . The strickened knew the comfort of 
my skill. . .1 dropped the food that fed the starving beast on 
the frozen fields of the west and through the towering drifts 
I ploughed to rescue the marooned. . . I have faced forward 
to the tornado, the typhoon and the horror of the hurricane 
and flood - those things I know - I was there !. . . I am the 
Guard. . .1 have brought a more abundant, a fuller, a finer 
life to our youth. . .Wherever a strong arm and valiant spirit 
must defend the Nation, in peace and war, wherever a child 
cries or a woman weeps in time of disaster , there I stand. . . 
I am the Guard. . .For three centuries a soldier in war, a 
civilian in peace - of security and honor, I am the custodian, 
now and forever. . .1 am the Guard. " 
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Appendix A 

The n a m e "Nat ional Guard" was f i r s t a s s igned to the Sta te 
Mi l i t i a August 16, 1824, on the occas ion of an official v i s i t to the 
United S ta tes by the M a r q u i s de La faye t t e . Off icers of the 11th 
Reg imen t of A r t i l l e r y , New York State Mi l i t ia (p re sen t ly 1st Bat t le 
Group, 107th Combat A r m s R e g i m e n t , N. Y. A r m y N . G . ) w e r e , 
at t h i s - t i m e , in the p r o c e s s of o rgan iz ing a new infantry ba t t a l ion . 
To honor La faye t t e , who at one t i m e c o m m a n d e d the "Ga rde Na t iona l e" , 
the new ba t t a l ion was ca l led the "Nat iona l Guard . " The n a m e belonged 
exc lus ive ly to th i s unit f rom 1824 unt i l 1862 when the l eg i s l a t ive m a d e 
it s t a n d a r d for al l Mi l i t ia uni ts in the S ta t e . By the t u rn of the cen tu ry , 
the t e r m "Nat iona l G u a r d " b e c a m e u n i v e r s a l l y adopted for al l o r g a n 
ized Mil i t ia uni ts th roughout the United Sta tes and i ts p o s s e s s i o n s . 

S o u r c e : Leg i s l a t i ve Manual N . Y . 
1959. p . 4 2 3 . 

Appendix B 

The following m e m b e r s of the 48th R e g i m e n t , Oswego Nat ional 
G u a r d s , b e c a m e c o m m i s s i o n e d off icers dur ing the Civil W a r : 

Br ig . Gene ra l S. S. H u r l b u r t 
Cc l . T imothy Sull ivan 
Col . F r a n k C. Mi l l e r 
Col . Ward G. Robinson 
Col . E . M.. Pa ine 
L ieu t . Col . H i r u m Duryea 
L ieu t . Col . R o b e r t O l ive r , J r . 
Major John McAmbly 
Major Alexander Penf ie ld 
Capt . Danie l O ' B r i a n 
Capt . John Rat igan 
Capt, Bel lenden Hutchinson 
Capt . W m . L . Yeckley 
Capt . Samue l H. Brown 
Capt . L e v e r t e r C. Adkins 
Capt . N. A. Wright 
Capt . John A. Judson 
L ieu t . P a t r i c k J . Brown 
L ieu t . C h a r l e s H. Peavey 
L ieu t . Orv i l l e M. M o r s e 
L ieu t . Joel H. Warn 
L ieu t . John Dunn, J r . 

Col . George Hugunin 
Col . Samuel R. B e a r d s l e y 
Col . Augustus G. Bennett 
Col . J a m e s Doyle 
L i e u t . Col . Edward A.Cooke 
L ieu t . Col . Wm. P .McKinley 
Major George Duryea 

Capt . Wm. S. M o r s e 
Capt . John S. McNai r 
Capt . John B. E d w a r d s , J r . 
Capt . M a u r i c e P . Tidd 
Capt . Lemon te L , Thorpe 
Capt . J a m e s McKinley 
Capt . Joseph Shalkinback 

L i e u t . Daniel C, Hubbard 
L ieu t . Gail Kings ley 
L i e u t . O r r i n M. S t e rn s 
L i e u t . John W. Ol iver 
L i eu t . John 'G. Ph i l l ips 

S o u r c e : L a n d m a r k s of Oswego, p . 412 
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Appendix C 

NEWS R E P O R T S of COMPANY D on the MEXICAN BORDER, 1916 
t a k e n f rom the P a l l a d i u m - T i m e s 

June 28 Many w o m e n fainted when the t r a i n c a r r y i n g Company D 
off to w a r pulled out of the New York C e n t r a l s t a t ion , 
c r e a t i n g such a scene as has not been s e e n h e r e s ince 
the 48th Sepa ra t e Company left for the S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n 
War in 1898. T h e r e w e r e 10, 000 p e r s o n s p r e s e n t for the 
leave tak ing , many of t hem weeping , c h e e r i n g , p ray ing 
aloud and p r e s s i n g gifts upon the s o l d i e r s . Edga r Brown, 
a popular young m a n who hung around the Brunswick ton-
s o r i a l p a r l o r s , got 52 packs of c i g a r e t s and $12 .30 spend
ing money , while Sgt. F r e d Ga l l aghe r , the p a t r o l m a n , got 
m o r e loot than anyone . 

June 29 The New York C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d , in an unp receden t ed 
b u r s t of gene ros i t y , has p r o m i s e d to pay full s a l a r i e s to 
i t s m e n ca l led to duty wi th the Nat ional Guard . T h e r e 
a r e 12 C e n t r a l w o r k e r s in Company D, and they need 
w o r r y no longer about the suppor t of t h e i r dependen t s . 

Ju ly 10 The employees of the Oswego Candy Works h e r e f o r w a r d e d 
to Cpl . John Stone of Company D, an au tomat i c p is to l p u r 
c h a s e d with funds s e c u r e d by popular s u b s c r i p t i o n for the 
popular young m a n . 

Ju ly 13 Company D is speeding about ten m i l e s per hour toward 
the Mexican B o r d e r a b o a r d the m o s t r o t t en , d i r t y , hot 
day coaches the r a i l r o a d s of the nat ion could b r ing toge the r 
in a s ingle t r a i n . The food c a r got los t and the m e n went 
without food for 15 h o u r s before the c i t i zens of Warwick , 
N . J . , t h r e w them some b r e a d . 

Ju ly 22 The boys of Company D a r e gett ing r e s t l e s s as ev idenced 
by a l e t t e r f rom one of t hem today . He ca l led Texas a 
"God f o r e s a k e n , c a c t u s - c o v e r e d , l i z a r d - i n f e s t e d , s c o r p i o n -
eaton h o l e . " It has been 134 d e g r e e s in the s h a d e . M o r e o v e r 
the boys have not been paid and have no money to buy cooling 
d r i n k s . 

July 24 A Company D t r o o p e r w r i t e s f rom Texas tha t the c a m p at 
P h a r r i s in fes ted wi th r e p t i l e s and i n s e c t s . . . They have 
ki l led m o r e than 100 s co rp ions in t he i r a r e a so far plus 
one r a t t l e r . . 
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25 The men of Company D are bombarding the folks here at 
home with complaints that they are broke. They write that 
Phar r , Texas, is a wide open town and they would like to 
enjoy some of its vices, but are powerless to do so without 
money. 

July 29 Things are going better with the boys of Company D on the 
Mexican Border. They have found a saloon that will give 
them beer on credit. 

Aug. 3 The United States is shipping vast quantities of 
shirts and slacks to Europe, with the consequence 
that there are not enough left for the boys of Com
pany D guarding the nation from Mexican Bandits. 

Aug. 17 The camp at Pharr , Texas, has been broken and 
the boys of Company D sent off on a 100 mile hike. 
It is said that the hike has been ordered because the 
boys have been rest less doing nothing but visiting 
the local bars and chasing the senoritas who are 
easily caught. 

Aug. 21 The boys in Texas with Company D got drenched 
and their tents blew away in the hurricane last week. 
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THE SHEPARD FAMILY OF NEW HAVEN, N.Y. 
AND THEIR HOME (LA BERGERIE) 

P r e s e n t e d before the Oswego County H i s t o r i c a l Society 
on F e b r u a r y 21 , 1967 

By Grant L inds ley 

Sidney Shepard , son of J e s s e Shepa rd , J r . , and Savinnie Hamil ton 
Shepa rd , was born Sep t ember 28, 1814, in L a w y e r s v i l l e , Schohar i e County, 
N. Y. , and was of the seventh gene ra t ion of his family in A m e r i c a . His 
f i r s t a n c e s t o r in th is count ry was Ralph Shepard of Stepney P a r i s h , London, 
England, who e m i g r a t e d with his wife and daughter to A m e r i c a in 1635 and 
se t t l ed in Maiden , M a s s . F r o m them the genealogy is c l e a r l y t r a c e d to 
D r . J e s s e Shepard , J r . , fa ther of Sidney and nine b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s . 
The doctor was a p rominen t m a n in his communi ty and was a v e r y good 
phys ic ian , a wit ty l awyer and a judge of the Cour t of Common P l e a s of 
Schohar i e County. He was f requent ly ca l led upon as a public speake r and 
was a m e m b e r of the Masonic f r a t e r n i t y and a m a s t e r of h is lodge . At 
e a r l y ages and with only common school advantages the boys in the fami ly 
of n e c e s s i t y went out into the wor ld to s eek emp loymen t . The life of a 
count ry doctor at tha t t ime was not an e a s y or we l l -pa id one . Quoting 
f rom a l e t t e r f rom D r . Shepard to his e ldes t son C l a r e n c e he sa id , "Sidney 
has a s s u m e d the occupat ion of Cain, a t i l l e r of the ground. " This was 
about the only thing avai lab le to h im at the age of twe lve . Two y e a r s l a t e r 
he went to l ive wi th his aunt E l i z abe th in Dansvi l le and worked t h e r e in a 
h a r d w a r e s t o r e with his b r o t h e r , C l a r e n c e , who had p r e c e d e d . He wro te 
of the long t r i p tha t i t was cold and snowy and f raught with m a n y diff icul t ies 
over poor r o a d s and t r a i l s and the j o u r n e y took s e v e r a l d a y s . He had v e r y 
few p o s s e s s i o n s and no money and was able to c a r r y every th ing he owned 
t ied up in a l a r g e kerch ief a t tached to the end of a s t i ck and to ted over his 
shou lde r - v e r y much like we p i c t u r e the hobo of the days gone by. He 
worked in Dansvi l le with his b r o t h e r for about t h r e e y e a r s and by that t i m e 
had saved up enough money to buy a s m a l l t i n s m i t h b u s i n e s s in the v i l lage 
of Bath. He had no f inancial backing or r e f e r e n c e s and was only s even teen 
and looked his age . As indica t ing his youthful a p p e a r a n c e and as was the 
c u s t o m then p reva l en t , he went to New York to buy some goods, but the 
s e l l e r told h im he was only a boy and could not t r u s t h i m . M r . Shepard 
r e s p o n d e d , "I am gett ing over th i s object ion a l l the t i m e . " The c r e d i t was 
g r an t ed . This b u s i n e s s , l ike m o s t of h is future v e n t u r e s , m a d e qui te a 
s u c c e s s . However , a f ter about five y e a r s wi th th i s o n e - m a n outfit, and 
th i s being the yea r 1836 and he having r e a c h e d the r ipe old age of twenty-
two y e a r s , he was p r o m p t e d to v i s i t Buffalo for the pu rpose of inves t iga t ing 
i ts p o s s i b i l i t i e s . He had h e a r d of th is booming l i t t l e ci ty on the s h o r e s of 
L a k e E r i e with i t s populat ion of a round 16, 000 which was wel l toward the 
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front r ank of the m a r c h of c iv i l iza t ion w e s t w a r d . Buffalo at that t ime 
had one paved s t r e e t about one-fifth of a mi le in length and a s ingle 
r a i l r o a d - - t h a t running only to N iaga ra F a l l s . However , s i tua ted at 
the foot of the Great L a k e s , when they w e r e the only m e a n s of rap id 
and comfor tab le t r a n s p o r t a t i o n toward the vas t r eg ions invit ing the 
e a r l i e r s e t t l e r to the M i s s i s s i p p i and beyond, it was recogn ized as the 
p robab le locat ion of a g rea t d i s t r ibu t ing c e n t e r . Many fa r s igh ted and 
p r o g r e s s i v e men came the re and took advantage of t he se na tu ra l 
r e s o u r c e s . M r . Shepard , being such a m a n , and r ea l i z ing the p o s s i 
b i l i t ies of such a locat ion, looked around for a bus iness along the line 
for which he was t r a i n e d . At that t ime t h e r e was a man in the s tove 
and tin bus ines s by the name of Thaddeus Crane who was making r a t h e r 
an uphill fight to keep up his e s t a b l i s h m e n t . M r . Shepard inves ted 
enough money to buy a h a l f - i n t e r e s t in the conce rn which then went 
under the name of Crane and Shepard . This was in the yea r that Buffalo 
was enjoying the exc i t ement of a r e a l e s t a t e boom based l a r g e l y on the 
hopes and d e s i r e s of i ts people and s t imu la t ed by a "Napoleon of F i n a n c e " 
in the p e r s o n of one Benjamin Rathbun. It was said that he was a b r i l 
l iant and v e r s a t i l e p r o m o t e r , p o s s e s s i n g a fine flow of language and 
nothing e l s e . Ce r t a in s p e c t a c u l a r s u c c e s s e s he had made a t t r a c t e d 
the people to h im, and he plenged fo rward into a r io t of s o - c a l l e d deve l 
opment and specu la t ion , and many followed h i m . His e n t e r p r i s e s w e r e 
e v e r y w h e r e in evidence and his c r ed i t "was un impeached . The end came 
when it was d i s cove red that his v e n t u r e s had been b o l s t e r e d up by fo r 
g e r i e s to the extent of m o r e than a mi l l ion d o l l a r s . F r o m the c r a s h 
that followed it took Buffalo th i r ty y e a r s to r e c o v e r and it made hos t s 
of people bankrupt and p e n n i l e s s . 

The young f i r m of Crane and Shepard w e r e c r e d i t o r s for work 
done to the extent of many thousands of d o l l a r s and M r . Crane was so 
individual ly e m b a r r a s s e d that it b e c a m e n e c e s s a r y for h im to d i spose of 
his i n t e r e s t , which he did, to M r . Shepard who then continued the b u s i 
ness under the n a m e of Sidney Shepa rd . The d e p r e s s i o n following was 
s e v e r e but the b u s i n e s s , which was even then a l a r g e one for the t i m e , 
held i ts own and by careful m a n a g e m e n t s t r eng thened i ts pos i t ion . 

In the following yea r and under the new f i r m n a m e of Sidney Shepard , 
the e n t e r p r i s e developed f rom local to one of l a r g e d imens ions with a 
f ac to ry for making F r e n c h w a r e , as s e a m l e s s t in w a r e was ca l l ed . The 
p r o c e s s , al though c r u d e , was new and a t t r a c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e exc i t emen t 
and i n t e r e s t . The power was furn ished by two m e n s tanding behind the 
d r o p p r e s s , who, by m e a n s of a rope over a pul ley, r a i s e d the punch or 
" f o r c e " and let it fall upon the shee t of t in pla te i n t e rposed over the d ie . 
This c rude s y s t e m proceeded by r e p e a t e d dropping of the fo rce which 
extended fa ther into the die than the p rev ious one until the m e t a l was f i 
na l ly coaxed into the shape of a m i l k pan or such o ther u t ens i l as it was 
d e s i r e d to m a k e . L a t e r a h o r s e was subs t i tu ted for manpower to lift the 
fo rce and after that a s t e a m engine was i n s t a l l e d . The building was ex
tended to a c c o m m o d a t e the new m a c h i n e r y , and a line of s t amped japanned 
t i n w a r e of c r ed i t ab l e p ropo r t i ons was c r e a t e d . 
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H e r e we wil l d i v e r t a l i t t le f rom the bus ine s s affa i rs of Sidney 
Shepard which w e r e p r o s p e r i n g and expanding to affa i rs of the h e a r t . 

In Utica t h e r e l ived a p r o m i n e n t m a n of those t i m e s P a s c a l 
C h a r l e s J o s e p h DeAngel is who m a r r i e d E l i zabe th Webb. E leven 
ch i l d r en w e r e born of th is union, but we wi l l deal with only four at 
th i s t i m e . These wi l l be Beulah M a r y and Hannah LeMoyne . Beulah 
m a r r i e d George W. McConnel l and Hannah m a r r i e d C h e s t e r Wel l s , 
both moved to New Haven, N. Y. , and l ived on adjoining f a r m s t h e r e 
a round the yea r 1830. F a r m i n g was a m e a n s of l ivel ihood but few 
grew r i c h f rom such o p e r a t i o n s . About the s a m e t i m e two other 
s i s t e r s of the DeAngel is fami ly moved to Buffalo. E l i zabe th m a r r i e d 
Bela D. Coe, a weal thy widower of Buffalo, and Mil l icent m a r r i e d 
O r a m u s M a r s h a l l , a d i s t ingu ished l awyer of that c i ty . M r . M a r s h a l l 
n u m b e r e d m a n y inf luent ia l c l i e n t s ; among them his good f r i end , M i l l a r d 
F i l l m o r e . The Coe ' s l ived in what "was cal led "The Mansion H o u s e " 
which was a show place of the c i ty . The Wells family had a daughter 
named E l i zabe th after he r aunt . M r s . Coe, feel ing that she could give 
h e r n iece g r e a t e r advan tages in Buffalo than could be given h e r in New 
Haven, invited h e r to come and l ive in the spac ious home that she was 
occupying alone as he r husband was now dead . This bid was accep ted 
and E l i zabe th Wells lived with he r aunt f rom the t i m e she was t h i r t e e n 
y e a r s of age unt i l h e r m a r r i a g e to Sidney S h e p a r d . Dur ing the y e a r s 
spent in Buffalo she was given e v e r y advantage of educa t ion . She was 
spoken of as a vis ion g lor ious and that h e r beauty, he r vo ice , speaking 
and s inging, her splendid p e r s o n a l i t y , m a d e an i m p r e s s i o n never to be 
fo rgo t ten . Many p rominen t men v i s i t ed "The Mans ion" and the n iece 
usua l ly acted as guide and h o s t e s s . On the guest l i s t w e r e Danie l Web
s t e r , Henry Clay, and Jay Gould. The s t o r y goes that M r . Shepard 
accompan ied by M r . M o r s e of the t e l e g r a p h company w e r e mak ing a 
tour of the Coe Mans ion and both w e r e m o s t favorably i m p r e s s e d by the 
beauty and g rac ious manne r of t he i r h o s t e s s . Upon leaving M r . M o r s e 
sa id , "Sidney, why don ' t you m a r r y that g i r l ? " M r . Shepard rep l i ed 
that he thought he would. F r o m this beginning followed a cou r t sh ip and 
a wedding on July 12, 1851, and the g r a n d e s t that Buffalo had seen in 
m a n y a day. They p u r c h a s e d a beautiful home on Main S t r e e t w h e r e 
they lived unti l 1866. A daughter was born to them in 1855 and a son 
in 1856. 

The bus ine s s continued to p r o s p e r and in 1856 M r . Shepard 
e s t a b l i s h e d the Shepard I ron Works which a f t e rwa rds b e c a m e the King 
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Iron Works which came to be one of the largest machine and engine 
building concerns of the world. 

During these early days several workers in the concern were 
taken into partnership and the firm name was changed to Sidney 
Shepard fc Company. 

It seemed that the nineteenth century was full of depressions 
and, in spite of our country being new with rich resources , many of 
these bad times were very severe. Not the least of these was the 
period around 1857 which was often referred to as a panic. This 
persisted until many of the stronger houses, not only in Buffalo, but 
everywhere, were forced to compromise their obligations. Business 
was absolutely dead. Grass grew green between the cobblestones of 
Main Street. Salaries were cut in half and forces reduced so that 
salesman, order boy, invoice clerk, packer and shipper were one 
and the same individual. A little anecdote of the times was told of 
Mr. Shepard who had left the office bound for his uptown home. One 
of the employees of the concern started likewise up the street and 
was stopped by a neighboring merchant who asked if Mr. Shepard 
was at the store. The reply was, "No, he has gone up. " The man 
whose mind was filled with rumors of failures and difficulties ex
claimed, "My God, Sidney Shepard gone up too, Well, then there 
is no hope for anybody. " Previous to that time business had been 
done, as was the custom, by issuing notes in payment for merchan
dise, but -when the financial skies had finally begun to clear and it 
was apparent that the storm had been weathered, Mr. Shepard one 
day turned to a book to which he had often referred, in which on the 
left pages were listed "Bills Receivable" and on the right "Bills Pay
able" and drawing his pen through the remaining blank of the right 
hand page said, "Hereafter, we will not buy anything that we cannot 
pay for at the time it is bought. This business will execute no more 
notes from this day. " And it never did. 

The years that followed this period until the outbreak of the 
Civil War were busy and prosperous ones. The country was developing 
rapidly, good prices were readily obtained by everyone and the house 
of Sidney Shepard and Company developed from a retail hardware, 
metal and roofing business into a large wholesale jobbing concern 
covering all of the state east of the Mississippi with large extensions 
to their factory. An incident that happened in the factory about that 
time might have changed the history of the telephone had the story 
circulated more -widely. 

ELISHA GRAY'S FIRST TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

A Mr. V. C. Gilman of St. Paul, Minn. , was perhaps one 
of the first men in the world to have heard and seen a conversation 
carried on by means of an electric telephone. He related that in 
1874 or 1875 he was in the employ of Sidney Shepard & Company 
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of Buffalo. It was an old and wealthy house, established in 
1836. The firm at the time mentioned consisted of Mr. Sidney 
Shepard, Mr. Augustus F . Tripp, and Mr. James G. Forsyth. 
Mr. Shepard lived in New York and had no active part in the 
business which he had established. Mr. Tripp looked after 
the manufacturing part of the business which was about two 
miles from the main offices which were managed by Mr. Forsyth. 
The stores and factories were connected by telegraph. He fur
ther mentioned that in the office his desk was next to Mr. For 
syth'and that he was the official telegrapher. One morning he 
said there was a sudden commotion and that "a tall man wearing 
a very high silk hat --like that shown in pictures of Mr. Lincoln--
a long linen duster, came striding towards me with a very deter
mined aid. He looked like a crazy man and without preliminaries 
asked, 'Where's the telegraph key? ' When it was pointed out to 
him. he said, 'Get away, I'm going to disconnnect it. " Continuing 
to address Gilman he went on: "You do all the telegraphing at 
this end, don't you? Good deal of bother; constantly interrupting 
your other work, isn't it? Be a good deal easier if anybody could 
talk directly to the factory, wouldn't i t ? " 

"He was advised that we did not have speaking tubes that 
length yet, but his retort was that we could talk right over the 
wire--anybody--just like we are talking now. Mr. Forsyth motioned 
me to let him have his way as we both though he was crazy. " 

"It was than that Mr. Gray removed the key very deftly, took 
a parcel from a small bag, and laid it for a moment on the desk. 
It was a perfectly square box, about three inches in size, made 
of an old cigar box and put together with pins; had a hole about 
three-quar ters of an inch on one side and a wire attached to the 
opposite side. After connecting it with part of the telegraph 
instrument, he looked at his watch, then left it and began pacing 
around in a nervous way. Some of the clerks were inclined to 
laugh but with a frown from Mr. Forsyth they restrained them
selves. Mr. Gray would stop often to look at his watch and when 
it showed eleven he grabbed up the box and placed the hole near 
his mouth and kept repeating 'Hello, Hello, Hello. ' He continued 
this for about three very long minutes, then his whole expression 
changed and extreme joy spread over his face when he said, 'That 
you Mr. Tripp? Do you hear me all right? ' 'Yes, Yes, I hear 
you perfectly. ' 'Yes, yes, Thank God. ' Then he turned around and 
asked, 'Who's Victor ? Mr. Tripp wants to talk with you. ' " 
Mr. Gilman (Victor) said that no one in the office knew that Mr. 
Gray had previously been at the factory and connected his little box 
to the key there. He expected when he picked up the little box from 
his desk in the office only to appease the apparently demented man 
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by pretending to hear the voice of Mr. Tripp on the wire. When he 
actually heard what he knew to be Mr. Tripp's voice, cold chills 
ran up and down his spine and he nearly collapsed. He asked 
Mr. Tripp where he was, and when he said at the factory he could 
hardly believe it. After that, most of the other men in the office 
took turns speaking into the mysterious box. Mr. Forsyth was 
persuaded to take a try, which he did with an air of preventing 
trouble with those lunatics. After he had said hello, the next 
instant he staggered and exclaimed, "My God, is that you Tr ipp?" 

Mr. Gray explained that he had been at work on this talking 
machine for a long time but had only tried it out on a short wire 
in his house as no one previously would let him try it on wires out 
of doors, but through a friend in Buffalo he had been able to get 
Mr. Tripp to agree to his experiment. Three or four years 
later an exchange was established in Buffalo at a private resident 
rate of $1. 25 a month. Mr. Gray later became president of the 
Western Electric Company. 

Although Mr. Bell is considered to be the first inventor of 
the telephone, this is the first recorded evidence of a telephone 
conversation being carried on between distant points. Whether 
Mr. Gray did not get his machine and ideas patented I do not know 
but, as the foregoing account appeared in the Iron Age and Tele
phony magazines, it would seem that Mr. Gray must have had 
good evidence of his invention. 

Things went well for the Shepard family until the year 1865 when 
their only daughter at the age of ten was taken by death. Elizabeth (Lily) 
as she was lovingly referred to was very dear to Mrs . Shepard, and her 
grief was unbounded. 

In 1866 the family started on an extended tr ip to Europe. It was 
on this journey that a son was born to them at Frankfort-on-Main, Germany, 
He was christened Ralph Hamilton Shepard and he was born on Oct. 15, 1867. 

The eldest son, Charles Sidney, who was then eleven, was put under 
special tutors and received his early schooling on the continent. 

Mrs . Shepard's father died while they were abroad and her mother 
was now living alone in the large farmhouse so that in 1871 the family r e 
turned to New Haven. They purchased the farm and many adjoining t racts 
of land in the village. On one of these they built a little home (called the 
cottage) for Mrs . Wells. The Buffalo home was then sold and many choice 
items were moved to the home in New Haven. Most of the management of 
the Buffalo property was now turned over to the partners , but Mr. Shepard 
retained chairmanship of the board. 

Charles Sidney was now completing his school and he graduated from 
Yale in the class of '78 with an A . B . degree. He then studied law at the 
Columbia Law School as well as at Hamilton College where he graduated 
L . L . B . in 1879. The following year he entered the law office of his uncle 
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in Buffalo and was admitted to the Bar in New York in 1879. In 1883 
he became a partner in the firm of Sidney Shepard 8t Company and two 
years later succeeded his father as senior partner on the retirement 
of the latter in 1885. His brother, more than ten years younger, went 
to school in New Haven when he was a boy and later chose Harvard as 
his college where he graduated in, I believe, the year 1889. He was 
not at all well and was under special doctors until his death in 1893. 
He was never able because of ill health to participate in the management 
of the family fortune. 

Sidney Shepard after turning over most of his business interests 
to his son, C. Sidney, lived quietly at the New Haven homestead until 
his death in 1894. 

Thus it was that Sidney Shepard in a time interval of less than 
fifty years of active work had become a multimillionaire entirely on his 
own initiative, had built up the largest business of its kind in the United 
States with branches in New York, Chicago and Boston, He had been 
one of the chief promoters of the early telegraph lines to the West and 
many of the railway systems of those early days. The fortune went 
equally to his widow and only remaining son, C. Sidney Shepard. 

The latter part of this paper will deal with the times and life of 
Charles Sidney Shepard (C. Sidney) a subject upon which I can write more 
knowledgably as I sat at the elbow of this gentleman for about a third of 
his active business life. When I use the word "Gentleman, " this appel
lation is , I believe, everything the word implies. 

My association with him began actively in 1914 when I took a 
position in his office, and, for a time--actually what seemed like a long 
t ime--my desk was directly under his eye about one arm's length away. 
It was only my second position since graduation from Chaffee's Business 
Institute in Oswego and it was, to say the least, rather nerve-wracking. 
I had only to turn my chair (a revolving one) a quarter turn and I was 
ready to take dictation or to perform any reasonable .service as might be 
required. This was a stipulation for anyone imployed in any capacity, 
whether he be houseman, gardener, chauffeur, carpenter, or whatnot. 
"Reasonable" was subject to wide interpretation, although I must say I 
was never asked to black boots and I do not remember ever being asked to 
perform any service I was not ready and willing to undertake. This might 
include the driving of a car in an emergency when the chauffeur was other
wise engaged, the tracing of minor electrical problems and many other 
things that might be needed to be done in such a large establishment. His 
was both a household and a business and the duties could be extremely 
varied. I remember at one time there was need for an experienced gar
dener. Mr. Shepard himself worded the advertisement, which was inserted 
in many papers including two in New York City. It became my duty to sort 
the replies and to interview possible prospects. This took me to many 
places around New York State and even to New York City where many gar
deners from large estates made application for the job. I remember one 
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particularly from the estate of Theodore Roosevelt at Oyster Bay. 
However, after much deliberation the position was given to a prospect 
from Syracuse. 

Though Mr. Shepard was qualified for a law career , he did not 
practice actively as he went to Buffalo and became a partner in the 
firm of Sidney Shepard & Company. This was about 1883 and two years 
later he succeeded his father as senior partner. He occupied that 
position until 1905, when Sidney Shepard & Company was succeeded 
by the Republic Metalware Company. Mr. Shepard retained his dom
inant ownership in the latter until 1931 when he disposed of his holdings 
and resigned from the chairmanship of the Board of Directors, which 
office he had held uninterruptedly since the formation of the new corpora
tion. Long before the death of the elder Shepard, the son had taken over 
the direction of his father's extensive business affairs. 

Continuing the many business associations established by his 
father, C. Sidney used his vast means in increasing his interests . The 
companies in which he held directorates were many and varied and in
cluded many railroads and trust companies. He was a major stockholder 
in the Western Union Telegraph Company. 

Mr. Shepard served as trustee of Cornell University from 1896 
to 1927 and was a member of the finance committee from 1914 to 1927. 
Why he was trustee of Cornell instead of Yale I never knew, but he was a 
very good friend of the Tremans of Ithaca and it may have been through 
their influence that he was made a member of the Board. There is no 
question of his keen interest in this nearby college, and he seldom failed 
to attend meetings. 

Neither the elder nor younger Shepard every went bankrupt. A 
story is told of C. Sidney in Sunday School class in reciting his favorite 
23rd Psalm. He started it off, "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall never 
want. " One other member of the class commented, "He never did. " 

Not everything that Mr. Shepard touched turned to gold. In fact 
he kept in steady employment a civil engineer and business man to work 
on so-called "Lame Ducks. " Among many of those was the Lombard 
Governor Company of Ashland, Mass. This company manufactured 
governors for water wheels and these in the early days were in great 
demand for every stream of any size was harnessed to a wheel to say lum
ber, grind feed and to furnish power for a new and growing country. When 
steam and electricity took over for this purpose, the small water wheel 
and its governor lost its market. The Lombard was converted to the manu
facture of diesel engines. Two only very large size dies.els were manufac
tured; one of these was put in use on the Twin Cities barge and the other 
on the Twin Ports both of these were owned by the Standard Oil Company 
and frequently went through the locks in Oswego. Although diesel engines 
later came into their own, this first venture became a costly failure. 
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The Clinchfield Coal Company in Pennsylvania was entirely 
owned by Mr. Shepard and after a time became impractical to operate. 
It was put on a caretaker basis with all outgo and no income. On Mr. 
Shepard's death this was a part of his estate. In the Saturday Evening 
Post a few years back, an article appeared relating to this property 
and the surrounding countryside and described the discovery of gas and 
oil there and how the old t imers were now driving expensive automobiles 
instead of mules. There were many others such as the Macon Veneer 
Company, the San Marcos F a r m s , The Warren Clock Company, and this 
list later extended to The Republic Metalware Company (later Savory, Inc.) 
into which thousands upon thousands were pumped. A lesser fortune 
would not have withstood these large inroads. There have been many 
accounts of the wealth of the Shepard family. Quote from a New York 
paper at the time of his death, 

"Mr. Shepard was reputed to have been one of New 
York State's wealthiest men. He received upwards of 
ten million from his mother 's estate and his wealth has 
been estimated at more than fifty million. " 

Quote from Oswego paper on December of last year, 
"Mr. Shepard died in New Haven more than 32 years 

ago leaving an estate of an appraised value of fourteen-
and-a-half million. " 

In the first place Mr. Shepard died in New York City and not New 
Haven, and in the second place I have seen a balance sheet of 1933--one 
year before his died--where he estate was valued at over thirty million. 

Whether they were worth 50 or 30 or 15 makes little difference for 
in any language the Shepards were rich in this world's goods. 

Mr. Shepard never marr ied . After the death of his father in 1894 
he devoted his life to the care of his mother and the management of their 
combined interests in the vast estate under their joint ownership. He spent 
the greater part of his life in New Haven preferring the quiet and regularity 
of this small community to the hurry and strife of more populous centers . 
Although required by many and diverse business interests to spend a good 
deal of time away from home, he would often cut his business trips short 
and return on Saturday night in order to be in church and with his Sunday 
school class on Sunday. 

Although a member of the Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, after he 
came to New Haven to life, he became an ardent supporter of the Congre
gational Church of the village. Both Mrs . Shepard and her son taught their 
own Sunday School classes and many of the older residents pleasantly r e 
member those days and the rich experiences they derived from these weekly 
meetings. 

Both Mr. Shepard and his mother gave most generously to the Church, 
not only in their time, but with their means. A bell was donated to the society 
as well as a new parsonage, and Mr. Shepard presented to the Ladies Aid 
Society a beautifyl addition called "The New Rooms. " After the death of his 
mother Mr. Shepard gave in her memory a very fine Skinner pipe organ. 
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After many of his Sunday C l a s s had g radua ted , he fo rmed a 
group ca l led "The M e n ' s Club. " This club m e t once each week and was 
furn i shed e n t e r t a i n m e n t and r e f r e s h m e n t s . It was one of my dut ies to 
provide the , ! e a t s " at M r . S h e p a r d ' s e x p e n s e . This usua l ly cons i s t ed 
of s e v e r a l kinds of p i e s , fr ied c a k e s , r o l l s and co f fee - -a l l home baked. 

It was to be expected that at one of the e a r l i e r mee t ings of th is 
club that the men might be a l i t t le i l l at e a s e . When r e f r e s h m e n t s w e r e 
s e r v e d , the d i shes w e r e f i r s t p a s s e d to M r . Shepard who sa t at the head 
of the t a b l e . He asked the b l e s s ings and told l ive ly s t o r i e s throughout 
the m e a l . When it c ame to the doughnuts , M r . Shepard took off one 
(a.nd tney w e r e v e r y l a r g e ) on his p la te and p roceeded to cut i t in two 
for e a s i e r handling or p e r h a p s he did not want a whole one . As the 
plate was p a s s e d along the t ab l e , each m a n took one off and, following 
su i t , put the cake on his plate and cut it in two p a r t s . I could see the 
a m u s e d twinkle in M r . S's eye as he could not help but o b s e r v e th i s 
ne rvous aping. F o r t u n a t e l y , he was not a dunker or I guess everybody 
would have dunked. After a l l , M r . Shepard ought to know what should 
be done in such a s i tua t ion , both he and E m i l y P o s t , and she was not 
p r e s e n t . 

M r . Shepard had many fine m u s i c a l r e c o r d i n g s of that t i m e , and 
he f requent ly brough se l ec t ions to play to the g roup . One night , I sha l l 
neve r fo rge t , he took over h i s care fu l ly p icked p l a t t e r s and s e l e c t e d one 
of the m e n to p lace them on the m a c h i n e - - f i r s t caut ioning h im to use 
e x t r e m e c a r e in p lac ing the needle so as not to in jure any of t he se m a s t e r 
p i e c e s . One was put on under his s u p e r v i s i o n and he h imsel f put the r e s t 
in an adjoining cha i r and, when he had f inished admonish ing his deputy, 
he tu rned around and sa t down on the r e s t of the lo t . He was a heavy m a n 
and t h e r e c a m e a loud c runch with consequent pained e x p r e s s i o n s a l l a round 
the r o o m . I was so s t a r t l e d that I do not r e m e m b e r his r e m a r k , but I do 
r e c a l l tha t it b rought s m i l e s to al l the faces and broke the t ens ion . 

M r . Shepard loved to have people a round him and was in no s e n s e 
a h e r m i t or r e c l u s e . He loved a good joke , even if it was on h i m , and his 
h e a r t y laugh could be h e a r d throughout the house if anything p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a m u s e d h i m . He d is l iked publici ty of any kind and p r e f e r r e d anonymity in 
his many bene fac t ions . At one t ime he was v i s i t ed by a young woman r e 
p o r t e r f rom a pape r in S y r a c u s e . He r e c e i v e d h e r g r ac ious ly , as was his 
c u s t o m , but told he r he did not c a r e to have an a r t i c l e publ ished about h i m 
self or f ami ly . Unfor tunately , she did not heed his r e q u e s t but picked up 
a l l k inds of in fo rma t ion a round the c o u n t r y s i d e , a g r e a t dea l of i t without 
subs tan t i a t ion , and an a r t i c l e with p i c t u r e s cover ing over a page of the 
paper went to p r e s s . T h i s ' i s about the only t i m e I eve r saw M r . Shepard 
show g rave c o n c e r n . As a consequence of th is a r t i c l e appea ls w e r e r e 
ce ived in l a r g e n u m b e r s . These w e r e not ignored as many p e r s o n s migh t 
have done but w e r e given a t tent ion a c c o r d i n g to t he i r m e r i t and as a r e s u l t 
many w e r e benef i t ted . This did not a l t e r the fact that he was g r e a t l y p e r 
tu rbed over the whole inc ident , and, as far as I know, no o ther r e p o r t e r 
after than r e c e i v e d an aud ience . 
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Many prominent persons visited La Bergerie at various times 
and, as I acted more or less as family photographer, it gave me an 
opportunity to have fairly close contact with them. I think Sir Wilfred 
and Lady Grenfell were among the most interesting. John Skelton 
Williams as well as other members of the Williams family from Rich
mond visited in New Haven several t imes. This was at a time when 
John S. was comptroller of the currency of the U. S. To name all the 
prominent people that were guests at one time or another would take 
up too much space. There is one incident I would like to relate and 
this is told by Dr. Joseph Riley of Oswego. When Presidential candi
date William Howard Taft accepted an invitation of his friend and Yale 
classmate, C. SidneyShepard, to visit him in New Haven, Mr. Shepard 
prepared for the advent of his distinguished guest by buying the largest 
bathtub which Edward Crawford of Oswego had in stock. Dr. Riley, who 
as a young man worked for Mr. Crawford, said that because the tub was 
too big to be carried up any of the stairways, a second floor window and 
an adjoining section of the house wall were removed. Through this open
ing and with the aid of tackle and blocks and several men, the tub was 
hoisted up and into the room where it was installed. This room was 
reinforced by steel plates running along all the floor joists . Perhaps 
Mr. Shepard was out of town during the process of the placing of the 
fixture, but Dr. Riley was greatly impressed when the room was ready 
for inspection, to see Mr. Shepard and Mr. Crawford come in to look 
over the work. Mr. Shepard, as was his usual custom dressed in a 
Prince Albert swallowtail coat like a concert pianist, flipped up the tails 
and sat in the tub and, himself no sylph, tried it out for size. After 
meticulous calculations, "No, " he announced, "it won't do. " At his 
insistence the tub was torn out and a custom-made super-colossal r e 
placement was hastily requisitioned and later put in place. Mr. Taft, 
pressed by the exigencies of getting elected, spent at the most only one 
night in New Haven; and it is claimed by some that he only came as far 
as Syracuse where he met his would-be host at the Hotel Onondaga. 
Therefore, it is not on record that he took a bath in this tub, but, after 
all the plans, it is to be hoped that he did. The preparation for the visit 
had cost Mr. Shepard a pretty penny but, perhaps he was partially 
rewarded, by being one of the Presidential electors. As is well known 
Mr. Taft served his country with great dignity in important capacities 
for many years, ending that service as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

In addition to his own private charities Mr. Shepard continued 
many of the philanthropies of his father and mother. In his many and 
various gifts it was usual that only he, the recipient, and his Maker knew 
of them and the community was a better place in that a maji such as he had 
quietly chosen to make his residence there. He presented the property 
for the Boy Scout camp at Twelve Pines. This was not generally known 
until many years after his death. A history was read of the Boy Scouts 
in Oswego County at a camporee by George Corse, and, as I noticed this 
fact was not mentioned, I inquired and found that it was not of record. 
I wrote to Don W. Moyer who was scout executive at the time of the gift 
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and he replied, "It is true that Mr. Shepard made available the purchase 
price of the property of Twelve Pines. A check for this purpose was 
submitted to our home office in New York by the Chase National Bank 
which in turn was remitted to the County Scout Treasurer in Fulton. " 
This was his method of dealing with matters he wished to be strictly 
anonymous. Similarly, few knew that he made up the yearly deficit 
for the Oswego Hospital for many years and, after his death, an endow
ment was left to this Institution of a hundred thousand dollars to be 
known as the Sidney Shepard and Elizabeth D. Shepard fund. His own 
name was never perpetuated in any of his gifts. 

His devotion to his mother was given without stint and after she 
broke her hip in, I believe, 1916, she was surrounded by a retinue of 
nurses around the clock until the time of her death in 1922. A large 
tower was built and a large telescope installed for her pleasure. This 
is now located at the College in Oswego. The first commercial radio 
was purchased for her from his friend Mr. Westinghouse and a special 
engineer was sent here to install it. One of the finest flag poles in the 
state was erected so that a huge flag could fly for her benefit. During 
the war one of the army tanks was sent out to New Haven, and she was 
wheeled to the window for a view. These little attentions were endless. 
No expense was spared for any comfort o r pleasure that could be given 
to her . 

Before the intercom became such a widespread means of office 
communication, here in New Haven htere was an intricate telephone ser 
vice, not only around the the dwelling itself, but to the barn, the garage, 
the greenhouse, the shop and to several other houses owned by what was 
called:1Tthe estate." Most of these were connected by a master switch. 
There was also a private line to the New Haven station as well as ten 
miles of private line to Oswego. The station master and telegrapher at 
Demster (New Haven Station) Mr. Edward Prior became quite a wealthy 
man by reason of his own good judgment and it is said tips over the 
wire as to good lucrative investments. Whe Mr. Shepard made a recom
mendation of stocks or bonds, one could not lose for he invariably made 
up the difference if the market went below the cost basis . With the 
Oswego phone the office was in instant touch with all the mercantile and 
banking places there as well as New York City. Getting to New York in 
those days was a simple matter: a sleeper could be boarded in Oswego, 
and one woke in the morning in the Grand Central Terminal in New York. 
One could return by Watertown sleeper and on the same train walk for
ward one car to the coach going to New Haven. There was no wait or 
delay. It is said of a drummer who was twenty-five years on the road 
that he waited in Richland fifteen of those years . 

Mr. Shepard was one of the leading alumni of Yale '78 and attend
ed practically all the reunions of his class--and he had the office walls 
to prove it. At one time, there not being any more space, about half 
were removed. They almost filled a closet in the back room. 

His affiliations with national societies were many: Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, The American Museum of Natural History, The Ameri
can Philological Society, and many others. He was member of the Delta 
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Kappa Eps i lon and the Ph i Beta Kappa f r a t e r n i t i e s . He was a m e m b e r 
of m a n y clubs in Buffalo, and New York, and the Fo r tn igh t ly in Oswego . 

Back in the e a r l y p a r t of the cen tu ry M r . Shepard p u r c h a s e d one 
of the f i r s t c a r s p roduced by the H. H. F r a n k l i n Company and, unt i l 
1911, changed mode l s y e a r l y . On one of t h e s e changes which w e r e m a d e 
d i r e c t l y th rough M r . F r a n k l i n , who was a p e r s o n a l f r i end , an agency 
was e s t ab l i shed by a M r , E v e r t s of Mex ico . M r . E v e r t s was v e r y m u c h 
s u r p r i s e d to r e c e i v e a thousand dol la r c o m m i s s i o n on p r a c t i c a l l y the day 
that he s igned his c o n t r a c t on a ca r he did not even know he had sold . 
M r . Shepard wanted someth ing v e r y different as a gift for h is m o t h e r 
and he d rew the spec i f ica t ions h imse l f and in 1911 th is luxury l imous ine 
was d e l i v e r e d to he r in New Haven. It b e c a m e a f ami l i a r sight a round 
the coun t rys ide and in Oswego for many y e a r s . The s a m e chauffeur 
d rove the car throughout i ts life and he was allowed to t r a v e l at a m a x i 
m u m speed of t h i r t y m i l e s per hour al though the ca r would m a k e double 
that speed . 

After M r s . S h e p a r d ' s dea th in 1922 the ca r was put up on j acks 
in the g a r a g e w h e r e it r e m a i n e d unt i l 1934 when it was sold to J a m e s 
( J immy) Mel ton the famous o p e r a s inge r and co l l ec to r of o l d - t i m e au to 
mob i l e s . 

T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l th ings of i n t e r e s t about the p r e m i s e s at New 
Haven . Some of t h e s e I have men t ioned . M r . Shepard was a lways a w a r e 
and conce rned that t h e r e migh t be p r o w l e r s or b u r g l a r s about such a 
p r o m i n e n t p lace with no pol ice p ro t ec t i on . T h e r e f o r e the house was 
fi t ted -with a l a r m s e v e r y w h e r e : h a l l s , windows, d o o r s , and e v e r y m e a n s 
of e n t r a n c e w e r e fitted with e l e c t r i c bu t tons . These w e r e b a t t e r y con
t r o l l e d so that an i n t e r r u p t i o n of e l e c t r i c c u r r e n t would not affect t h e m . 
The annunc ia to r s wi th which they w e r e connected w e r e m a d e to o p e r a t e 
audibly and v is ib ly . His bed was equipped with a p ro t ec t i v e s t e e l p la te 
w h e r e it faced a group of windows . I have neve r h e a r d of a b r e a k - i n . 
We w e r e a l so our own f i r e d e p a r t m e n t . T h e r e w e r e a l l k inds of c h e m i 
cal ex t i ngu i she r s f rom forty gal lons down, qu ick -ac t ion hose l ines up
s t a i r s and down, por tab le e x t i n g u i s h e r s as wel l as fused au tomat ic outf i t s , 
even bucke ts of sand p laced in the h a l l s . A m o r e r e c e n t i n s t a l l a t ion was 
a l a r g e s i r e n placed on the top of the shop . Until our loca l vo lunteer 
d e p a r t m e n t p u r c h a s e d t h e i r own outfit th i s was used for g e n e r a l a l a r m 
for f i r e s . 

M r . Shepard died in his a p a r t m e n t at the Rooseve l t Hotel in New 
York in 1934. 

The bulk of his g r e a t for tune went to the P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h 
Boa rd . T h e r e w e r e m a n y beques t s to f r i e n d s , r e l a t i v e s and ins t i tu t ions 
and the Congrega t iona l Church of New Haven was left, under c e r t a i n con
d i t ions , m a i n t e n a n c e in pe rpe tu i ty . 

Thus in two gene ra t ions a for tune m a d e - - a for tune given away. 
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C. Sidney Shepard held d i r e c t o r a t e s in: 

F i r s t Board of T r a d e of Buffalo 
Oswego T rac t i on Company of Oswego 
Sidney Shepard & Company of Buffalo 
Republ ic M e t a l w a r e Company of Buffalo 
Savory , Inc . , of Buffalo 
W a r r e n Clock Company of Ash land , M a s s . 
L o m b a r d Governor Company of Ashland , M a s s . 
Macon Veneer Company of Macon, Ga. 
Seaboa rd A i r l i ne Ra i lway Company 
F t . Dodge, Des Moines & Southern 
Mobile & Ohio R . R . Co. 
King I ron Works of Buffalo 
The W e s t e r n Union Te leg raph Company 
Alabama C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d 
New J e r s e y C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d 
Boston & Maine R a i l r o a d 
Cont inenta l T r u s t Company 
In te rna t iona l T r u s t Company of Mary land 
Savannah T r u s t Company 
Wes t inghouse , Church K e r r & Company 
E l e c t r i c P r o p e r t i e s Co. of N. Y. 
Cumber l and Corpo ra t i on , N. Y. C. 
C a r o l i n a , Clinchfield & Ohio R . R . Co. 
Clinchfield Coal Company 
Neveda Consol idated Copper Co. 
United Rai lways Inves tmen t Company of Sa . F r a n c i s c o 

Special p a r t n e r of: 
L o r i n g & Company, Inc . , Boston 
San M a r c o s Ut i l i t ies C o . , San M a r c o s , Texas 
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MUSIC AND MUSICIANS IN OSWEGO 
Apri l 18, 1967 

by Weldon M. Grose 
182 West 2nd S t r e e t 
Oswego, N. Y. 

It was 1931 when I came to Oswego to l ive . Being a m u s i c i a n , I 
na tu ra l ly looked for o ther m u s i c i a n s - and as I now r e c a l l t h e m , f rom 
that t i m e , I can ment ion Stephen C. Healy , p ian i s t , o r g a n i s t , c o m p o s e r , 
and at that t ime p r o p r i e t o r of a mus i c s t o r e on E a s t F i r s t S t r e e t , j u s t 
nor th of Bridge St. on the eas t s ide of the s t r e e t . It was in H e a i y ' s Mus ic 
S to re that I m e t and became acquainted with P r o f e s s o r F . Nea ry Schi l l ing, 
who at that t ime m a y have been o r g a n i s t in C h r i s t Ep i scopa l Church . 
P r o f e s s o r Schil l ing (as he was well known) was a v e r y prof ic ient m u s i c i a n . 
He had r e c e i v e d his p ro fe s s iona l t r a in ing in G e r m a n y , and his fa ther was 
a m u s i c i a n and l eade r of the Kingsford Band. He worked p ro fe s s iona l ly 
as a v io l in i s t , as an o r g a n i s t , and as a t e a c h e r . 

M r . Healy and M r . Schi l l ing w e r e both well known in the m u s i c a l 
commun i ty of c e n t r a l New York, for each had plied his t r a d e in t h e a t r i c a l 
work , in c o n c e r t i z i n g , and in t e ach ing . 

T h e r e w e r e a lso the m u s i c i a n s about town who had la te ly been 
d i sp laced in the t h e a t r e s by the " ta lking p i c t u r e s . " Lee J . Spr inga l l , 
v io l in is t and l eader of the S t rand T h e a t r e O r c h e s t r a (on West 2nd St. ); 
M r . Sidney Stockwin, ce l l i s t ; and his wife, M r s . P e a r l Stockwin, p ian i s t , 
c o m p r i s e d the nucleus of the " p i t - b a n d " that played the m u s i c a l a c c o m 
pan iment for the old s i l en t m o v i e s . O t h e r s who a lso played in the S t rand 
T h e a t r e O r c h e s t r a w e r e C la rk Robson, d r u m m e r ; P o r t e r Waugh, t r u m p e t ; 
and when occas ion demanded a l a r g e r group o ther m u s i c i a n s would jo in 
the T h e a t r e O r c h e s t r a . Some of t hem I r e m e m b e r a r e C a r m e l o S t e r i o , 
c l a r i n e t i s t (a s h o e m a k e r who l ived and had a shop on E a s t Br idge St. ), 
Glen Smi th , c l a r i n e t i s t and b a n d m a s t e r who is s t i l l l iving in Mexico , 
R i c h a r d (Art) A. F o x , t r o m b o n i s t , whose fa ther was a m u s i c i a n in the 
famous Kingsford Band of an e a r l i e r t i m e . 

By 1931, when I a r r i v e d in Oswego to l i ve , the t h e a t r e s had d i s 
pensed with l ive m u s t i c i a n s en t i r e ly , and t h e r e was no s teady emp loymen t 
for a m u s i c i a n in Oswego. T h e r e were , of c o u r s e , chu rch o r g a n i s t s 
employed e i the r full t i m e or p a r t t i m e , and Clifford Bennett was then 
o r g a n i s t and choir d i r e c t o r at St. P a u l ' s Cathol ic Church . M r . Bennet t 
c ame to Oswego f rom R o c h e s t e r at about the s a m e t i m e I c ame h e r e . 
He founded the m u s i c school loca ted in the R i c h a r d s o n T h e a t r e Building, 
which was i n c o r p o r a t e d as "The Oswego Ins t i tu te of M u s i c a l A r t . " Among 
the t e a c h e r s t h e r e , bes ides M r . Bennet t , w e r e Mis s Luc i e l l e Bach (now 
M r s . K a r l S t ewar t of Fu l ton ) , John Wade, v io l in is t , and h i s wife, M a r y , 
a p ian i s t and o r g a n i s t . I was the b r a s s - w i n d t e a c h e r . C o u r s e s in applied 
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music were offered, including both vocal and instrumental instruction. 
Dancing and art instruction were also offered. During this t ime, the 
Oswego Institute of Musical Art (actually, Mr. Bennett) produced a 
very creditable home talent version of Vincent Youman's "No No Nannette" 
with a full pit-band and a well-rehearsed ensemble on stage. However, 
the school could not survive the depression, and it closed after only 2 
or 3 years . Mr. Bennett lost heavily in the venture and he soon there
after left Oswego. He continued his work as church organist and is now 
one of the foremost publishers of liturgical music in the country. 

Mr. James Lally, who is now organist at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church was known to me later on, and his choral work with St. Mary's 
choir, and other groups sue! as the Rotary Club's Chorus, is wellknown. 
In the 1930's the Richardson Theatre under various leasors or operators 
(E. 1st and Oneida) ran movies with vaudeville, generally on what is 
called a "split-week basis, " with live acts booked on weekends (2 or 3 
days), and straight movie programs for 3 or 4 days. I played most of 
these shows (with the pit band) until the Richardson was again leased 
by the Schine people and closed permanently. 

It was in 1932 and 1933 that an adult education program was 
undertaken under auspices of the N. Y. State Department of Education, 
and the local School Boards, and financed by Federal funds which were 
channelled through The Temporary Emergency Relief Administration 
(T .E .R .A . ) and later on by the Works Progress Administration (W.P.A.) 

In this program I was engaged as music teacher by Mr. Frederick 
Leighton, Superintendent of Schools. My job was to teach music - as 
one facit of the program - in any way that was appropriate. It was 
plainly a make-work project, and as such it was a big helpfjor me. It 
was a job, and it was most welcome! 

It was during the tenure of this project that I became acquainted 
with hundreds of people in Oswego. Although it was an adult education 
project, Mr. Leighton permitted the teachers to admit anyone who might 
benefit, or at least be interested in participating. With such latitude 
permitted, I was able to teach many younger people and a "community 
band" was organized in 1934 and 1935 for playing summer concerts. 
There was no instrumental r.iucic program in the public schools then. 
As I came to discover, Osws go had boasted many bands and orchestras 
during its history. In the early 1930's the Phillips family were all very 
active in band work. John Fhillips, who lived on West 6th St. , was a 
veteran of the circus and tent show world. His career began about 1905 
when he joined the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus. He was an excellent 
cornetist, and a good band leader. His brother, Harry Phillips, the 
tinsmith who had a shop on W. 5th and Varick St. , was an A-l tuba 
player and also an excellent drummer. Robert (Bob) Phillips was a 
drummer and there is another brother, Henry (Slim) Phillips, who didn't 
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play much - although he told me that he had "doubled in b r a s s " when he 
was a young man, working on a "Tom" show (Uncle'Tom's Cabin), cir
cuses or a dog and pony show, as the case might be. 

In the late 1920's the New York Central Railroad established a 
band among the employees at their shops in Oswego, and John Phillips 
was the leader. Sadly, when the New York Central Railroad shops 
moved from Oswego - that ended the band. 

The Whango Grotto Lodge of the Oswego Masonic organization 
sponsored a band, mainly for lodge conventions and ceremonies, and 
John Phillips was also the leader of this band on these performing 
occasions. 

The Dante Alighieri Lodge, Sons of Italy, on W. 4th St. in Os
wego, also sponsored a lodge band and the leader at that time was 
Benedetto Cardali, who was a good clarinetist . He lived on WestUtica 
Street. Only these two "lodge" bands were in existence in Oswego in 
the 1930's and both bands suffered the same handicap. There were 
not enough capable musicians to complement a workable ensemble and 
there was no incentive, nor financial support, for any such musical 
organization. 

Carrying on the Adult Education Project, I undertook to bring 
together all of the bandsmen who could play with a consolidated group 
for the sole purpose of performing public band concerts, and thus 
provided some incentive for rehearsal and performance of band music. 
Fortunately, nearly all of the musicians liked the idea, and we started 
giving free, open air concerts in the summer of 1934, and except for 
the World War II years , we have kept the Summer Band Concerts going 
every since. 

It was also at this time that the City Schools added a teacher of 
instrumental music to the faculty. The teacher was John S. Hurley, 
born in Oswego, and at that time a resident of East 2nd St. Jack Hurley 
was an excellent musician, playing violin and wood wind instruments, 
and well known in Central New York having worked at Loews Theatre in 
Syracuse for some time prior to the elimination of live music and vaude
ville from the theatres. Jack had then attended Crane School of Music 
at Potsdam and subsequently earned his degree at Syracuse University 
in Music Education. He taught instrumental music in Oswego Public 
Schools until the war began in 1941. He served in the U. S. Army and 
after his discharge moved to Rochester, where he now lives. 

Jack Hurley made great contributions to the musical life of 
Oswego both as a teacher and as a musician. 

For the duration of World War II, the musical activities were 
slowed almost to a halt. Most of the younger musicians were in military 
service and teachers, both in private and public school service, were 
hard pressed for time and for instruments to keep their programs going. 
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By ex tens ion of m y work in Oswego , I had o rgan ized and e s t a b 
l i shed a p r o g r a m of i n s t r u m e n t a l m u s i c in the public schools of Hanni 
ba l , P a r i s h , Mexico , Minet to and F u l t o n . E . L . F r e e m e n (Jake) , fo r 
m e r l y a tuba p laye r with the Sousa Band and The P r y o r Band, was 
band d i r e c t o r in P u l a s k i Academy and C e n t r a l Schools ; D. A. Wagner 
w a s m u s i c s u p e r v i s o r of Fu l ton Publ ic Schools ; M r s . Bery l Lewis Hil l 
was voca l t e a c h e r at Oswego High School; and P a u l R o g e r s , p r e s e n t l y 
on the m u s i c staff at S . U . C . Oswego, was band d i r e c t o r at Phoen ix 
High School . I n s t r u m e n t a l Mus ic in the schools was jus t beginning in 
Oswego County in the la te 1930's and i t s growth was g rea t ly h indered 
by World War II . 

However , all of the public school d i s t r i c t s in Oswego County, 
including c i t i e s of Fvilton and Oswego, now have wel l e s t ab l i shed m u s i c 
educat ion p r o g r a m s , which a t the l e a s t m e e t New York State r e q u i r e 
m e n t s , and in many in s t ances far exceed t h e m . Outs ide of the schools 
in Oswego County, m u s i c a l o rgan iza t ions include the functioning c h u r c h 
c h o i r s , with o r g a n i s t s who usua l ly a r e a l so choir d i r e c t o r s , and a few 
q u a s i - p r o f e s s i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t a l g r o u p s . 

T h e r e a r e p r i v a t e t u t o r s , e s p e c i a l l y piano t e a c h e r s , in n e a r l y 
all of the c o m m u n i t i e s in the County who give p r iva t e i n s t ruc t i on to 
s tudents who a r e i n t e r e s t e d . 

And then , t h e r e a r e p ro fe s s iona l m u s i c i a n s , cons i s t ing of t hose 
i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s who p e r f o r m as occas ion d e m a n d s . This group of 
m u s i c i a n s is m o s t l y unionized, with an o rgan iza t ion in Oswego, and 
another in F u l t o n . Both of t he se loca l unions a r e affiliated with the 
A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of Mus ic i ans In te rna t iona l Union of the United 
S ta tes and Canada . 

The work oppor tun i t ies for t h e s e m u s i c i a n s a r e l imi ted to 
s ingle e n g a g e m e n t s , such as playing for d a n c e s , soc ia l a f fa i r s , wed
d ings , and some c o m m e r c i a l club w o r k . T h e r e is no full t i m e work 
for any one m u s i c i a n in Oswego County. All of our loca l m u s i c i a n s , 
even those who play p ro fe s s iona l ly , e a r n t he i r l ivlihood by some o ther 
m e a n s , and a r e " m o o n l i g h t e r s " in the field of m u s i c . 

The Student Assoc ia t ion of the State Univers i ty College in 
Oswego p rov ides for many exce l l en t m u s i c a l c o n c e r t s , as wel l as 
o ther cu l t u r a l even t s , and the g e n e r a l public is usual ly invited to s ee 
and h e a r mos t of t he se s t e l l a r a t t r a c t i o n s . This p rov i s ion by the 
College in Oswego ce r t a in ly a c c o m m o d a t e s m o s t local people who 
a r e m u s i c l o v e r s , a r t l o v e r s , e t c . , but this a r e a of m u s i c a l p e r f o r m 
ance is p r i m a r i l y for educat ional p u r p o s e s . 

Mus ic in the Oswego Centennia l - 1948 

To m e , the ce l eb ra t i on of 100 y e a r s ex i s tence by the City of 
Oswego in 1948 was a m o s t r e w a r d i n g m u s i c a l e x p e r i e n c e . Of al l the 
old c i t ies in t he se United Sta tes Oswego has the d is t inc t ion of having 
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c e l e b r a t e d i ts 100th b i r thday with m u s i c e spec i a l l y composed for the 
occas ion . The c o m p o s e r , and a l so the guiding sp i r i t of the Cen ten
nia l Ce leb ra t ion was C h a r l e s Dav i s , who came to Oswego in the mid 
1930 ' s , not as a m u s i c i a n , but as a fu rn i tu re d e a l e r . C h a r l i e , however , 
was a p ro fes s iona l m u s i c i a n , band l e a d e r , and c o m p o s e r before he 
c a m e to Oswego and it was his t a len t that made the Centennia l C e l e 
bra t ion a s u c c e s s . 

F o r Oswego ' s Centennia l C e l e b r a t i o n , Cha r l i e composed s o m e 
m o s t a p p r o p r i a t e mus i c emana t ing f rom the theme of the pageant -
Let F low the R ive r and F o r t Onta r io M a r c h and Back in 1892 (All I 
had was my mule and you and the Corona t ion M a r c h . This m u s i c h igh
l ighted the week- long Centennia l Ce l eb ra t i on , and the Pagean t that was 
p r e s e n t e d on an i m p r o v i s e d s i te facing Oswego Rive r f rom the wes t 
s h o r e (just no r th of West Seneca St . be tween West 1st St . and the r i v e r ) . 
Co l labora t ing with M r . Dav i s , M r . Ki rk M. White, a local a t t o rney , 
con t r ibu ted l y r i c s for Le t Flow the R ive r that had m e r i t far beyond 
the t i m e of the function. The Centennia l Ce leb ra t ion in 1948 m a d e use 
of a band of local m u s i c i a n s who played for e v e r y p e r f o r m a n c e of the 
pageant , including the opening c o n c e r t on a Sunday. A l a r g e , and 
very wel l ba lanced c h o r u s of m i x e d vo ices was m o s t h e a r t i l y g r e e t e d 
by the audience at the opening p e r f o r m a n c e , and the m u s i c highl ighted 
the seven day pagean t . 

Mus i c educat ion in the public schoo l s of Oswego County has 
g r o w n ' t r e m e n d o u s l y s ince 1930. Never before have t h e r e been so 
many fine p e r f o r m e r s of m u s i c at the high school and col lege l eve l . 
Young m u s i c i a n s have an in t ense p e r s o n a l involvement that i s s u r 
p r i s i n g - even to the t e a c h e r s who see it e v e r y day. H e r e in A m e r i c a 
the band has become m u c h m o r e than it had ever been in E u r o p e . 

H e r e in Oswego County t h e r e a r e the nine ci ty and c e n t r a l 
d i s t r i c t s of 1. Sandy C r e e k , 2. A l t m a r , P a r i s h , Wi l l i ams town, 
2. C e n t r a l S q u a r e , 4 . Phoen ix , 5. P u l a s k i , 6. Mexico , 7. Hannibal , 
8. City of Ful ton and 9. City of Oswego, plus the S . U . Col lege in Oswego , 
each of which provide i n s t r u m e n t a l m u s i c i n s t ruc t i on on an e lec t ive b a s i s , 
and each has i ts high school band and i t s e l e m e n t a r y band. The i n s t r u c t i o n 
provided is not cons ide r ed as vocat ional but is r i gh t ly o r ien ted to the 
cu l t u r a l deve lopment of each chi ld . Compet i t ion in p e r f o r m a n c e is keen 
enough among the m u s i c s tudents as wel l as be tween the bands tha t p a r 
t i c ipa te in the New York State Mus ic F e s t i v a l s that a r e held annual ly . 
Many school bands ac tua l ly p e r f o r m be t t e r than the old t i m e p ro fe s s iona l 
bands did. 

The vas t m a j o r i t y of the high school m u s i c i a n s become our m o s t 
cul t iva ted m u s i c c o n s u m e r s . Aside f rom pa r t i c ipa t ion in col lege bands , 
the adult m u s i c i a n can p e r f o r m as a q u a s i - p r o f e s s i o n a l , as an a m a t e u r , 
or s imp ly as a devoted l i s t e n e r , a c o n c e r t goer , or a r e c o r d c o l l e c t o r . 

Whatever the " p o s t - s c h o o l " d i spos i t ion m a y be m u s i c a l l y , the 
m u s i c a l c l ima te of our schools i s h e a l t h i e r than it has ever been and 
it i s being s tead i ly i m p r o v e d . The negat ive c o m m e n t we so often h e a r 
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about young people today does not apply to t he i r i n t e r e s t in band m u s i c . 
It is r ead i ly appa ren t to any one acquainted with the h i s t o r y of 

bands in A m e r i c a , that a ve ry i n t e r e s t i n g m e t a m o r p h o s i s has o c c u r r e d 
in th is c en tu ry . The m i l i t a r y bands , the c i r c u s bands , the lodge bands , 
and the i ndus t r i a l bands have mos t ly d i s a p p e a r e d as t he i r functions 
b e c a m e o b s o l e t e . But s ince about 1920, the bands of A m e r i c a a r e found 
in our schools and c o l l e g e s . And this growth in educat ional m u s i c has 
been phenomena l . 

What was the band m u s i c e s t a b l i s h m e n t in Oswego in the 19th 
c e n t u r y ? F r o m old edi t ions of the City D i r e c t o r y , newspaper f i l es , 
and a l so from conve r sa t i ons with Oswegonians who had p e r s o n a l know
ledge of e a r l i e r d a y s , I ga thered t he se s ignif icant notes about bands in 
Oswego . 

May 5, 1854 - The Mechan ics Saxhorn Band was o rgan i zed . 
G. T. Stone, L e a d e r ; R. H. Green , P r e s . ; E . Brown, J r . , S e c r e t a r y ; 
G. A, B l a i r e , T r e a s u r e r ; T r u s t e e s : A. R. G i lmour , M r . Green and 
M r . B l a i r e . The "Saxhorn" was not a saxophone at tha t t i m e but de r ived 
its name f rom the notewor thy invent ions of Adolph Sax, in t r ep id inventor 
of the Saxophone that l a t e r b e c a m e the " r a g e " in popular m u s i c . The 
Saxhorn r e f e r r e d to was a b r a s s i n s t r u m e n t , played with a cup mouth 
p iece and upr igh t in des ign , being p r a c t i c a l l y the s a m e as the p r e s e n t 
day a l to , and ba r i tone h o r n s . 

In 1857 - The Oswego Guards suppor t ed a band of 13 p i ece s 
under Capt . Timothy Sull ivan; with p r e s u m a b l y the s a m e l e a d e r as 
the M e c h a n i c ' s Saxhorn Band. The d r u m ma jo r of th is Oswego Guards 
"Reg imen ta l Band" was a M r . J . A. Brown. 

T h e s e a r e the e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e s I have found to the ex i s t ence 
of o rgan ized bands in Oswego but f rom other r e c o r d e d no te , it is c e r 
ta in that t h e r e w e r e bands functioning in Oswego f rom 1800 to 1850. 
One such i n t e r e s t i n g r e f e r e n c e is the b iography of David W. R e e v e s , 
a wor ld renowned c o r n e t i s t , c o m p o s e r of band m u s i c , and a c e l e b r a t e d 
b a n d m a s t e r who was b o r n in Oswego on F e b r u a r y 14, 1838, the son of 
L o r e n z o and M a r i a (Clarke) R e e v e s . (The Bickne l l H i s t o r y of Rhode 
Is land fu rn i shes th is i n f o r m a t i o n . ) M r . Reeves was b a n d m a s t e r of the 
famous A m e r i c a n Band of P r o v i d e n c e , R. I. , f rom 1866 unti l his dea th 
in 1890. To p e r p e t r a t e his m e m o r y , a fountain was e r e c t e d in Roge r 
Wi l l i ams P a r k , P r o v i d e n c e , R. I. The only m u s i c of M r . R e e v e s tha t 
s t i l l s u r v i v e s is h is "Second Reg imen t of Connect icut National Guards 
M a r c h , " and it is a c l a s s i c among m i l i t a r y m a r c h e s . 

David Wal lace R e e v e s was educated in "Oswego ' s public schools , " 
a f t e rward a t tending "the A c a d e m y " (poss ibly a loca l , p r i v a t e , or p a r o 
chial school ) , then a yea r at Wel ls Col lege in A u r o r a , N. Y. He b e c a m e 
a m e m b e r of an Oswego band at age 14 (1852) and continued in M u s i c , 
doing the b e s t he could in "a s m a l l communi ty with l i t t le oppor tuni ty . " 
In the mid 1850 ' s , the Dan Rice C i r c u s played Oswego, and young Reeves 
audi t ioned for a j ob . The band l e a d e r was the c e l e b r a t e d M r . Tom 
Canham, who was a v i r tuoso on the E F l a t Keyed Bugle, and he p rompt ly 
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h i r e d R e e v e s to play wi th the c i r c u s band and thus he s t a r t e d on his 
r oad to f a m e . In 1860 R e e v e s b e c a m e p rominen t ly known when he 
t o u r e d England as Corne t so lo i s t wi th The R u m s e y and Newcomb 
Mins t r e l s . ' His fame and renown as a v i r t u o s o c o r n e t i s t led to his 
c lose a s s o c i a t i o n with P a t r i c k s . G i l m o r e , A m e r i c a ' s f i r s t i m p r e s -
s a r i o of band m u s i c , H e r b e r t ^ . C l a r k e , John Phi l l ip Sousa , and 
m o s t o ther m u s i c i a n s who w e r e a l so in t e rna t iona l ly known A m e r i 
can bandmen in that e r a . It m u s t be r e m e m b e r e d that the 19th 
cen tu ry n u r t u r e d and adored the m i l i t a r y , and band m u s i c was the 
m o s t popular f o r m of m u s i c a l e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

In 1878 the famous Kingsford Band was e s t ab l i shed in Oswego 
by the ve ry p rominen t i n d u s t r i a l i s t , M r . Thomson R. Kingsford . 
The Kingsford C o r n s t a r c h Company founded in 1848 by Thomas 
Kingsford was Oswego ' s l a r g e s t emp loye r at tha t t i m e , and i ts 
p roduc t s b e c a m e nat ional ly known and accep ted . In th is a t m o s 
p h e r e of growth and o p t i m i s m , following the Civil W a r , M r . K ings 
ford e s t ab l i shed the Kingsford Band by naming M r . F r a n k Shill ing 
as m u s i c a l d i r e c t o r . (The Schi l l ing family w e r e al l p rominen t in 
Oswego ' s m u s i c a l a f f a i r s . ) W. I. R a s m u s sen was S e c r e t a r y and 
T r e a s u r e r and Thompson R. Kingsford h imse l f was p r e s i d e n t of 
the band. 

The m u s i c i a n s w e r e enro l l ed f rom among Kingsford employ 
e e s , who w e r e able and wi l l ing to qualify as b a n d s m e n . Other m u s i 
c ians w e r e brought to Oswego by M r . Kingsford to en te r h is employ 
and to augment the band (double in b r a s s , as it w e r e ) . Each b a n d s 
m a n had h i s job in the fac to ry , but a r e g u l a r l y scheduled por t ion of 
his t i m e (for which he was duly paid) was a s s igned to r e h e a r s a l . 
The Kingsford buildings (par t now s tanding at West 1st and E r i e St. ) 
contained a band r o o m with l i b r a r y s p a c e for m u s i c ; s t o r a g e space 
for i n s t r u m e n t s , u n i f o r m s , and equ ipment . Al l of the l a r g e r and 
m o s t expens ive i n s t r u m e n t s w e r e furn ished by M r . Kingsford , as 
wel l as al l of the n e c e s s a r y equ ipment . 

F r o m f i r s t hand in fo rma t ion given m e by s o m e of the K ings 
ford b a n d s m e n who w e r e s t i l l l iving in the 1930's and 40 ' s - M r . 
H e r b e r t Fox , t r o m b o n i s t ; M r . John Z i m m e r , ho rn i s t ; M r . Jake 
A n d e r s o n , d r u m m e r ; and F . Neary Schi l l ing, son of the d i r e c t o r , 
I l e a r n e d that M r . Kingsford r e g a r d e d the band as a valuable "publ ic 
r e l a t i o n s " ven tu re as wel l as a sound adve r t i s ing m e d i u m . The band 
journeyed to Washington, D. C. , for p r e s i d e n t i a l i naugura t ions ; 
a p p e a r e d at a l l New York State F a i r s , Expos i t i ons , and c e l e b r a t i o n s ; 
and in Oswego, the band played open a i r conce r t s in the s u m m e r and 
indoor c o n c e r t s in the w i n t e r . 

T h e r e was provided both a s u m m e r uni form and a win te r un i 
f o r m , with a p p r o p r i a t e a c c e s s o r i e s for each m u s i c i a n . The a d m i n i s 
t r a t i o n of the band was along m i l i t a r y l i n e s , with p ro fe s s iona l s t a n d a r d s 
applied to d e p o r t m e n t as wel l as p e r f o r m a n c e . No nonsense was a l low
ed. When the band was on t o u r , the m u s i c i a n s r ece ived t he i r r e g u l a r 
pay, and t r a v e l e x p e n s e s . 
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The Kingsford Band was one of the f i r s t notable i n d u s t r i a l 
bands in the U. S. , and enjoyed a very r e s p e c t e d and a d m i r e d p o s i 
t ion for y e a r s . With the change in m a n a g e m e n t of the Kingsford 
i n d u s t r i e s at about the tu rn of the cen tu ry the Kingsford band was 
d i s so lved . P e r h a p s the 1893 " b u s i n e s s p a n i c " had someth ing to do 
with the for tunes of this b u s i n e s s , as wel l as with m u s i c . 

However , t h e r e r e m a i n e d in Oswego many fine band m u s i 
c ians who continued to seek oppor tun i t i es to p e r f o r m . 

In 1887 - while the Kingsford Band was s t i l l in full b loom 
t h e r e was another band organ ized by a p r i e s t of 9 t . L o u i s ' Church 
in Oswego. It was f i r s t known as "St. Louis T e m p e r a n c e Society 
Band, " with R e v . J . J . Auger as p r e s i d e n t and t r e a s u r e r . It was 
a l so known as the " F r e n c h Band, " accord ing to m y in fo rmant , M r . 
George H e r r o n , who was r e p o r t e r on the P a l l a d i u m T i mes staff, 
and who w r o t e under the pseudonym of " Jay Knox. " F r e d F a r r o n 
was l i s t ed as m u s i c a l d i r e c t o r of the F r e n c h band; Joseph Dano 
as r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y ; and George M u r r a y was f inancial s e c r e t a r y . 
This group was probably s h o r t - l i v e d . They m e t e v e r y Monday and 
T h u r s d a y at St . L o u i s ' Church . 

In 1888 t h e r e is not ice of the Oswego City Band being o r 
ganized with John J . White as d i r e c t o r ; Edward C a v e r t , s e c r e t a r y 
(who was a c l a r i n e t i s t ) ; F . P r e s t o n , t r e a s u r e r . Announcement 
was m a d e that m e e t i n g s (or r e h e a r s a l s ) would be e - e r y Monday 
and F r i d a y night in a building at M a r k e t and Water S t r e e t . 

And then, in 1890, th is s a m e band continued at 83 E . Br idge 
St . with Joseph Dano, p r e s i d e n t , J a m e s Bat tomy, s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s 
u r e r , and H a r r y H a l l e r , d i r e c t o r . 

These bands w e r e probably m o r e soc ia l or r e c r e a t i o n a l 
o rgan iza t ions than they w e r e funct ional , because I can find no r e f e r 
ence to notewor th p e r f o r m a n c e s . They no doubt lacked f inancia l 
backing and found job prospects r a t h e r s c a r c e . 

In 1890, the 29th S e p a r a t e Company of the State Mi l i t i a h e a d 
q u a r t e r e d at Oswego State A r m o r y , added a band to its r o s t e r , 
d i r e c t e d by John Schwar tz ; with W. T. McLoughl in , p r e s iden t ; F . 
P r e s t o n , s e c r e t a r y and J a m e s E . Co lbe r t , t r e a s u r e r . Being a t 
tached to a unit of the mi l i t i a was a good m e a n s of ex i s t ence for a 
band of q u a s i - p r o f e s s i o n a l s t a t u s , because the mi l i t i a provided a 
functioning s p o n s o r , by paying at l e a s t for m i n i m u m s e r v i c e s 
r e n d e r e d . 

In 1889 we find J a m e s E . Co lbe r t l i s t ed as d i r e c t o r of the 
3rd Bat ta l ion Band in Oswego, with Be r t Mur ray , p r e s i d e n t , Michae l 
H a r r i g a n , s e c r e t a r y , J a m e s W. A i k e n s , t r e a s u r e r , and the m a n a 
ger was C h r i s t o p h e r J . Vowinkel (probably the fa ther of la te Johnny 
Vowinkel of b a s e b a l l f ame in Oswego) . 

I know f rom conve r sa t i ons with F . N e a r y Schil l ing and o t h e r s 
that t h e r e was a l so a 48th S e p a r a t e Company band at about th is t i m e , 
or a l i t t le l a t e r , but I have no de ta i l s of i t s h i s t o r y . 
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F r o m George H e r r o n (a l ias J a y Knox) and Be r t F o x ( r e f e r 
r e d to above) and o t h e r s I l e a r n e d tha t va r ious b r a s s bands c a m e 
into ex i s t ence dur ing the pe r iod f rom about 1890 to 1910 or 1915, 
identif ied only by n a m e s r e m e m b e r e d , such as F a t h e r Ma t thew ' s 
Band (which was h e a d q u a r t e r e d at St . M a r y ' s Church and ded ica ted 
to the cause of T e m p e r a n c e , The P a i n t e r s Band, and the Oswego 
Mason ic Band. M r . Ber t ( H . H . ) F o x , who was a m e m b e r of the 
Kingsford Band played with s e v e r a l of t he se l a t e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
including the E l k s ' Band and the Knights of Py th ia s Band, which 
was ac t ive in the e a r l y 1920 ' s . 

A p rominen t Oswego m u s i c i a n of tha t e r a was P r o f e s s o r 
E . E . F a v e r a u , l i s t ed in the 1888 d i r e c t o r y as r e s i d i n g at 106 E . 
8th St . in Oswego . P r o f e s s o r F a v e r a u was an o r g a n i s t and a 
v io l in i s t . He furn ished an o r c h e s t r a for m a n y soc ia l o c c a s i o n s , 
including s m a l l e n s e m b l e c o n c e r t s , wedding r e c e p t i o n s , fancy 
d r e s s b a l l s , and occas iona l t h e a t r e w o r k when occas ion d e m a n d e d . 

The Schi l l ing O r c h e s t r a a l so played for m o s t t h e a t r i c a l 
offerings at the R i c h a r d s o n T h e a t r e , s o m e t i m e s as the "pit band" 
used by s m a l l e r t r a v e l i n g t h e a t r i c a l a t t r a c t i o n s ; and at o ther t i m e s 
augment ing the o r c h e s t r a that t r a v e l e d with the big s h o w s . 

In addit ion to M r . F a v e r a u and M r . Schi l l ing, the 1888 
d i r e c t o r y l i s t s the following m u s i c t e a c h e r s , with the a s s u m p t i o n 
being that p r iva t e i n s t r u c t i o n was offered on a tui t ion or fee b a s i s ; 
C a r r i e L . Bul l i s , 37 L a w r e n c e S t . ; Ju l i a C. Cooke, 208 W. 2nd S t . ; 
F . J . Gar land , 262 W. 5th St. ; B e s s i e S. Keefe, 14 West 4th St. ; 
Ce l ia Kel ly , 28 W. 9th St. ; George D. Mai l loux, Ringland House(hote l ) ; 
C h a r l e s F . . Mut to r , 82 W. Seneca ; and, s u r p r i s i n g l y , E l m i n a Spence r , 
of Civil War f a m e , in the R i c h a r d s o n Block in E . 2nd St. 

Other sec t ions of Oswego County a l so w e r e proud to have 
loca l bands or o r c h e s t r a s in the i r m e d s t . In the city of Fu l ton , t h e r e 
was a band s p o n s o r e d by the Elks Lodge that s t i l l functioned in the 
1920 ' s , and the d i r e c t o r was a M r . "Dutch" P o o l e r . I neve r knew 
his given n a m e , but r e m e m b e r m e e t i n g him sho r t l y before he d ied . 
Also in Fu l ton , e a r l y in the 1930 ' s , the A m e r i c a n Legion s p o n s o r e d 
a band, p r i m a r i l y to at tend A m e r i c a n Legion convent ions , and 
secondly , to play for public e n t e r t a i n m e n t in F u l t o n . This band was 
wel l un i fo rmed , and played m o s t l y m i l i t a r y m a r c h e s . Among the 
many m u s i c i a n s of th is band, I r e m e m b e r only a few. " T i p " Ti lden, 
t r u m p e t e r ; and a M r . Wilcox, another t r u m p e t e r , and his son, Sid 
Wilcox, a c l a r i n e t i s t ; All ie Buel, bar i tone horn ; Mac R o i a k , t r o m 
bonist ; Homer Ludington, a valuable bandsman who "doubled" on 
va r ious b r a s s i n s t r u m e n t s ; L e o n a r d Youman, saxophonis t ; and a 
M r . Wil l iam Woodward, who managed the band and kept it going 
unti l about 1939 when World War II brought about many changes in 
eve ry th ing . Haro ld P a l m e r , a wel l -known t r u m p e t e r of Fu l ton , has 
been cont inuously ac t ive in var ious bands s ince about 1912. 

The vil lage of Mexico has a long t r ad i t i on of band m u s i c , 
c e n t e r e d around the ve ry endur ing efforts of M r . Glen Smi th , whose 
fa ther before him led the vi l lage band. Although M r . Smith is now 
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a r e t i r e d p o s t m a s t e r , s t i l l l iving in Mex ico , I u n d e r s t a n d that he is 
ac t ive as a band l e a d e r . "Smi thy" played s u m m e r c o n c e r t s in Mexico 
for m a n y y e a r s , in addit ion to fu rn i shed bands for F i r e m e n ' s F i e ld 
D a y s , f a i r s , p a r a d e s , or any occas ion w h e r e band m u s i c was a p p r o 
p r i a t e . In t h e s e l a t e r y e a r s , the P a r i s h Oil C o . and M r . Hadwin 
F u l l e r of P a r i s h acted as sponsor for "Smi thy ' s Blue Sunoco B a n d . " 

The v i l lage of Co losse was proud to have a band m a n y y e a r s 
ago . I m e t only one or two of the r e m a i n i n g b a n d s m e n in the 1930 ' s . 
One was N o r m a n A l g e r , who played the tuba , and was by t r a d e a 
b l a c k s m i t h . The other i s F r e d Spafford, who now l ives at Sandy Pond . 
F r e d played co rne t in the old Co losse Band. F r e d is s t i l l ac t ive as 
viol in m a k e r , and is a widely r e s p e c t e d c r a f t s m a n throughout ups ta te 
New York . 

Dur ing the 1930's the v i l lages of Hannibal and P a r i s h s p o n s o r e d 
communi ty b a n d s . They played s u m m e r c o n c e r t s in the v i l lage s q u a r e 
but due to the s c a r c i t y of competent m u s i c i a n s and v e r y s m a l l f inancia l 
suppor t , t h e s e communi ty bands d i s so lved with the coming of World War II. 

I know that t h e r e were notable b a n d s , o r c h e s t r a s , and c h o r a l 
g roups in P u l a s k i , Sandy C r e e k , Phoenix and o ther s m a l l e r communi t i e s 
in Oswego County dur ing the pas t cen tu ry , but I do not have the n a m e s 
or pe r t i nen t in fo rmat ion . 

H e r e in Oswego , w h e r e we live and work , t h e r e is evidence of 
o p t i m i s m toward our s o - c a l l e d "cu l tu ra l l i fe" that did not ex is t in an 
e a r l i e r day. I am p a r t i c u l a r l y proud of the public suppor t given our 
City Band in p r e s e n t i n g the S u m m e r Band C o n c e r t s e v e r y y e a r . 

We a lso have in Oswego the Ar t Guild, and the P l a y e r s , l i t t le 
t h e a t r e g roup , both v igo rous ly functioning in a mun ic ipa l bui lding. The 
H i s t o r i c a l Society of Oswego County with th is magni f icent h e a d q u a r t e r s 
house , Old F o r t Onta r io M u s e u m , and The He r i t age Founda t ion . 

The City of Oswego , as we l l as the City of Fu l ton , and a l so the 
County gove rnmen t of Oswego a r e m o r e aware of the i m p o r t a n c e of 
"the a r t s " in developing this commun i ty . The New York State Council 
of the A r t s , e s t ab l i shed by the l e g i s l a t u r e a few year 's ago, has proved 
i tself to be a m o s t p r a c t i c a l m e a n s for encourag ing cu l tu r a l growth in 
any commun i ty . 
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NECROLOGY 

1964 

1. Miss Marie A. O'Grady - June 30, 1964 - Oswego 

2. Darius T. Wadhams - July 7, 1964 - Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

3. Gail M. Smedley - August 1, 1964 - DeLand, Florida 

4. Charles A. Denman, September 6, 1964 - Brewerton 

5. Mrs . Lyman F . Hull, November 13, 1964 - Oswego 

6. Walter Hiler, December 23, 1962 - Phoenix 

1965 

1. Mrs . Grace May Linsley - February 2, 1965 - Oswego 

2. Mrs . Frederick (Lilyan Redfern) Leighton -
April 10, 1965 - St. Petersburg, Florida 

1966 

1. Jean Switzer - ? - Pulaski 

1967 

1. Miss Elizabeth M. Simpson - Feb. 9, 1967 - Mexico 

2. Mrs . Henry E. (Lydia Lyman) Sayward - Jan. 29, 1967 -
Sanford, Maine 

3. Florence R. Dennin, May 26, 1967 - Oswego 

4. John M. Sullivan, July 25, 1967 - Oswego 

5. George M. Lannin , September 13, 1967 - Fulton 
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