

































































ectors. Uncle Mac was a member
of the Union League Club of New
York, Houvenkopf Country Club, Ar-
cola Country Club, and the Ormond
Beach Country Club. David Hall Mc~
Connell passed away Wednesday,
January 20, 1937, at the age of 79.
He had lived to see the 50th anni-
versary of the company, which he
had founded. His funeral was on
Friday, January 22, 1937. ‘D.H.’,
as he was later known had lived to
see his dream fulfilled and now he
could rest, while his company could
go on working in the way he had so
patiently and faithfully taught its
workers ¢‘with their heart as well
as their hand.’”” David Hall McCon~
nell was laid to rest in Airmont
Cemetery, Suffern.

Truly, Avon Products Inc. has
grown successfully in just seventy-
five years. But I belleve this has
been so, because the founder show-

ed how to work with your heart as
well as your hands. He once said,
¢We have proven by our growth what
honesty and fair dealings can
achieve.,”?

Today, one out of every three wo-
men use an Avon product. Itistoday
a multi-billion dollar industry. The
quality standards have increased.
New methods and materials have
helped develop finer products.
Avon’s quality and guaranteed sat-
isfaction are two of the most essent-
ial ingredients for fine products.
Mr. McConnell wanted to serve
American families with quality pro~
ducts that would bring satisfaction
to all. Quality products, thrifty
prices and friendly service were
three of Uncle Mac’s ideals. Today,
Avon serves the United States, Cuba,
South America and Europe. As the
counder once sald, *‘true efforts
are what count.”’

THE PRINCIPLES OF AVON

To give to others an opportunity
to earn, in support of their happi-
ness, betterment, and welfare.

To serve American families with
quality products that will bring sat-
isfaction to all users.

To render a service to customers
that 1s highly outstanding in its
helpfulness and courtesy.

To share with others the blessings
of deserved growth and business
success.

To depend with full confidence on
the men and women of Avon, and
on Managers and Representatives,
for their individual and collective
contributions toward success.

To cherish and retain the friendly
spirit of Avon.
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mained at the fort. At least four
schooners and the guns aboard the
Growler were captured or burned
fogether with about 2,400 barrels of
flour, salt, and pork. Had Drummond
been able to pursue Mitchell to Os~
wego Falls much more seriousdam-
age would have been done. The Brit-
ish re-embarked about 3:00 a.m.
on May 7 taking a few prisoners
with them. Some fleet units return-
ed to check the harbor a few days
later but no further landings were
made.

Yeo and Drummond sailed to Sac-
kets Harbor where a bhlockade was
established. To complete the frigate
Superior and reverse the balance
of naval power Eckford needed guns
and twelve cables--one of which
was twenty-two inches in circum-
ference and Wweighed 9,600 pounds.
Woolsey sheparded aconvoy of nine-
teen boats carrying the necessary
materials from Oswego on May 28.
One of the boats containing several
guns and a small cable was captur-
ed by a British patrol vessel thus
revealing the movement of the other
vessels but the remaining eighteen
boats reached the mouth of Big
Sandy Creek safely by noon of May
28. One of the boats containing
several guns and a small cable
was captured by a British patrol
vessel thus revealing the movement
of the other vessels but the remain-
ing eighteen boats reached the mouth
of Bilg Sandy Creek safely by noon
on May 29. Yeo sent three gunboats,
three cutters, and a gig under Cap-
tains Popham and Spilsbury with
180 men to apprehend Woolsey and
his supply convoy. Forewarned and
joined by 120 riflemen and some
Oneida Indians under Major Appling,
the Americans withdrew into the
mouth of the creek and turned the
tables by ambushing the British and
capturing them. By now the
blockading British fleet was thor-
oughly alerted and the supplies were
ardously transported overland to
Sackets Harbor.

With the arrival of the supplies
Chauncey’s new vessels were quick-
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ly completed and Yeo raised
the blockade. After a six weeks de-~
lay in the salling of the American
fleet Yeo was blockaded in turn by
Chauncey at Kingston for forty-five
days. The naval war on Lake On-
tario reached a low point of ini-
ative and daring, risk and counter-
risk. It richly deserved the com-
ment of a contemporary author,
‘¢‘What perserverance was ever
more indefatigable then Chauncey’s
(Sic), in pursuit? unless indeed
that of his adversary, in patience.”

Major military activity in the nor-
thern department during 1814 was
limited largely to the renewal of
activity along the Niagara frontier
by Jacob Brown and Winfield Scott.
The battles of Chippewa and Lundy’s
Lane along with the siege of Fort
Erle reflected credit on American
improvement after two years of
fighting but the results of these
engagements did not yield mater-
ial strategic advantages. British
General Prevost did attempt an in-
vasion through the Lake Champlain
gateway but the success of Lieu-
tenant Thomas MacDonough of the
Navy at the battle of Plattshurg
Bay on Lake Champlain denied the
British use of that traditional ine
vasion route. Alexander McComb’s
tiny American army thus was saved
from being overwhelmed.

Izard frittered away any chance
of capitalizing on Brown’s and
Scott's successes along the Niagara
River and became immobilized at
Buffalo after Chauncey’s fleet with-
drew from Kingston on Sacket’s
Harbor in early anticipation of the
winter. Yeo had received anew sev-
enty-four gun ship-of-the-line and
a new frigate from his yards at
Kingston and the American eagle
had withdrawn to avold hazarding
the fleet and to permit the British
lion uninterruped season onthe lake.

Drummond, Prevost, and later Sir
George Murray used the winter to
amass an overwhelming force and
to prepare plans for yet another
attack on Sackets Harbor in the
spring. Izard stayed close to win-


















they drilled, said Henry Wheeler in
a letter to his parents in Mexico,
New York, ‘fand it was plenty.”?
Some of the nights were so warm
that they didn’t need their great
coats, so the days must have been
very hot. As was the case in most
of the camps, conditions were not
too sanitary, nor healthful. Peter
Kitts of Fulton wrote that several of
the boys had rheumatism, but they
went swimming and were cured - a
doubtful diagnosis, to be sure.
¢“Camp distemper?” and “‘bilious
colic’’, and such kind of diseases
¢“common In the army of the Unit-
ed States’’ were prevalent. Appar-
ently, the food was satisfactory,
‘although there were the usual com-~
ments about it. There was plenty
of meat, they reported, more then
they had at Oswego; coftee twice
a day, potatoes and hard bread
crackers. Sugar, beans and rice
were served regularly. Comment-
ing on the hard bread one fellow
wrote, ¢‘The boys threw it at a
barrel that sits on top of the chim-
ney, and knocked out two staves
the first time they hit it.”’ Lean-
der Tullar of Mexico was one of
the cooks and took good care of his
friends. A traveller observing the
110th admired ¢‘their snug camp
house life.?”” | .

While af Camp Patterson, along
with military training, there were
many diversions, many laughs and
numberless rumors. One day the
men were surprised to find that
they had visitors from home, the
147th Regiment from Oswego, en-
route to Camp Chase near Washing-
ton. So enthused were they that they
gave up their tents to their guesis
and slept in the open themselves.
Co. E from Mexico was stationed
for about three weeks at Perry-
ville, a small village on the Sus-
quehanna River opposite Havre de
Grace, to guard the Railroad and
ferry. This was a pleasant diver-
slon for the barracks were new and
the food exceptionally good. On at
least one Sunday a large group of
the boys went to Harve de Grace
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to church, and much to their sur-
prise, heard a fine sermon and a
strong prayer for the union., They
were free to travel the river for
short trips and were much impres-
sed by the natural beauty of the
terrain, but were equally shocked
at the manners and customs of
the people which were ‘‘fifty years
behind the time.’’ When rebel pris-
oners went through the men were
aghast at their appearance. ¢‘Such
looking specimens of humanity I
never saw?’’, wrote Wheeler. The
magnetic General McClellan also
passed by and all thrilled to see
him.

Jessie Miles of Co. A, writing
to S,F. Case in Fulton described
a drill in loading and firing their
newly issued Enfield rifles.

¢It was real laughable to see some

of the men manoevre. One of
the boys put in four charges but
was so excited he didn’t know if
his plece discharged or not. Some
would shut their eyes and fire.
Others would get them half cocked
and swear because they wouldn’t
fire. They were, of course, much
excited.”

Yet, despite their lack of skill,
the men figured it was about time
to meet the rebels anyday.

One day word spread around the
camp that they were going to guard
prisoners captured at second Bull
Run. There was great excitement
as this would be their first con-
tact with ¢‘real rebs.’”” Another
report said that Stonewall Jackson
was comipg with a large force to
take the city (Baltimore.) He never
arrived, but such rumors envened
camp life. Col. Littlejohn was then
said to be about to resign in order
to run for Senator. This was a bit
premature.

All things considered, life for the
110th at Camp Patterson was far
from unpleasant. There was a small
disturbance on September 8th in
Baltimore, and Martial law was
proclaimed. However, other than









ory’s, of which the 110th was a
part, and finally, General Augur’s.
This land advance was intended
as a diversionary activity to as-
sist Admiral Farragut to run the
batteries at Port Hudson. However,
since an earlier reconaissance,
those batteries had been multiplied
and strengthened considerbly, so
that the opposition encountered was
much greater than they expected.
On March 14th Farragut advanced
from anchor five miles below the
batteries. In his fleet were 8 war-
ships and some smaller vessels.
His flagship, the ‘‘Hartford?’’, with
a gunboat passed without difficulty
but the remainder of the fleet were
knocked out by most accurate fire.
Some slight skirmishes in which
there were no casualties were the
extent of the action seen by the 110th
on this occasion. General Banks
was criticized for having made only
a demonstration against Port Hud-

son in Support of Farragut. Gen-
eral Hallaeck was of the opinion
that a reduction of the city and
fort would have been easy at this
time if only Banks had attempted
it. However, 18, 000 were garri-
soned in Port Hudson and probably
would not have capitulated without
fierce resistance.

The 110th regiment returned to
the vicinity of New Orleans and
encamped at Algier. General Banks
turned his attention to the borders
of the Bayou Teche. (A bayou is
a stream or channel with practical-
ly no current that serves as an
inlet or outlet to a river.) A few
weeks previously, Gen. Weitzel had
been repulsed in an effort to ad-
vance North west toward Opelousas.
Since then Fort Bisland had been
constructed on the west side of the
bayou, and was held by several
thousand confederates. This region
along the Bayou Teche was the
richest in the state and General
Banks devoted himself to its re-
clamation from the enemy. The
110th regiment was part of the
force that he sent out under Gen.
Emory and Gen. Weitzel toward the
rebel commander, Gen. Dick Tay-
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lor. As the Union army approached,

Taylor retired to the newly con-

structed Fort Bisland. Then in an
amphibious flanking movement
Banks sent Gen. Grover with his
division up the Grand Lake which
paralleled Bayou Teche. This was
on April 12th. The next day this
division landed in the rear of Tay-
lor’s command forcing him to
evacuate Fort Bisland and to re-
treat. Meanwhile, Banks was push-
ing forward in front, vigorously
pursuing Taylor. In this pursuit,
the 110th, under Col. Sage, had some
contact with the enemy at Fort Bis-
land and N, Centreville in the form

of skirmishing but in the sharpest
encounter another brigade under
Emory suffered some casualties
while the 110th merely took the
field, and were not engaged. Banks
continued 200 miles up the west
side of Bayou Teche through Cen-
treville, Franklin, New Iberia, St.
Martinsville to Opelousas. In re-
treat Gen. Taylor destroyed many
supplies, and several ships load-
ed with ammunition. At New Iberia
two regiments destroyed a salt mine
most necessary for the confeder-
acy, and captured a cannon foundry.
On April 20th the Union forces
moved in to Opelousas and gun-
boats occupied the Atchafalaya Riv-
er to establish contact with Ad-
miral Farragut who was at the
mouth of the Red River to cut off
supplies to Vicksburg. At the con-
clusion of the campaign Banks re-
ported 2000 prisoners captured, 2
transports, 20 guns, plus a large
and valuable number of horses,
mules and cattle, and occupation of
all Louisiana west of New Orleans,
south of the Red River to the Texas
border.

It was now May of 1863. Gen.
Banks put his army in motion a-
gainst Port Hudson. A s many as
possible he sent by water and the
rest he marched down the west
bank of the river during the night
of May 23rd. On the morning of
the 24th the siege began which
was to end on July 8th with the
surrender of the Fort, While Banks












eggs. The sea shells were cleaned
and made into knick-knacks, such
as buttons, trays, and also kept as
shells simply for their coloring,
formation, etc. Herrick was always
sending home huge boxes of shells,
S0 the others probably were too.
The pressing of moss and fern and
flora into artistic patterns seems to
have been a real accomplishment,
and a lucrative one. In the files of
Fort Jefferson they still retain sev-
eral books of pressed marine plants
which were made during the Civil
War. The plants are still (1960)
in near perfect condition. They were
arranged inpatternstoform designs.,
and some wer e used toform fram-
es f’or hand-drawn sketches. Each
bage” was made and then formed

into a book. The process appears
to have been achieved by placing
damp plants on paper, and then
Pressing from ‘the back toward a
smooth,. flat surface. Extremely

heavy weights must have been used

because the stems of the plants are

totally flat, The designs are often

splder-web thin, yet they have held

up for 100 years. A Mrs. roroes,

viewing these books of oceanic flora

in December 1959, wrote ‘I looked

over three enchanting books (1864)

beautifully bound, with their pressed

flora - seaweeds, exquisitely press-

ed - and placed on different pap-

ers, some blue, some white, some

pink. I wish I knew their techni~

que of pasting as the job has been

so neatly done, and is so artis-

tic. And the colors, I feel, are

still true. ¢‘Day after day Leander

Tuller recorded in his diary that

he and others were pressing moss,

It must have really fascinated
the men, for he wrote

on Jan. 2, 1865, “To Long Key

after moss; I have moss on the

brain.”” In April he said they had

pressed 150 specimens and the he

had sold some for $31, certainly

a good price in those days.

Ships coming and going, new pris-
oners arriving, a few promotions,
fights, bets, fishing, boat build-
ing, a few social events, some
drinking, debates (and arguments)

plus the egging, shelling, and press-
ing - all these and many other
diversions did not make the mem-
bers of the 110th happy at Tortu-
gas. It was a long, hard stuggle
for the men to keep their balance.
On August 8, 1864 Tuller wrote,
«Jt is as dull as a jack knife;
two years ago today I enlisted.
I made a fool of myself.” Many
of the others must have felt the
same way.

Before the time arrived for their
departure news came that they were
going to be released ahead of sche~
dule. However, when the regiment
arrived which was to relieve them,
it was colored. This created a
terrible stir, To say the least,
they were not welcome. It was
further considered dangerous to
leave them in any authority. ‘We
have had a fuss with the regiment
of Niggers; our boys shot at one
and ran the bainet in one,”’

Another negro was shot and
killed for not obeying orders. The
colored regiment arrived January
26th and left February 18th,

April 20, 1865 brought the news
of Lee’s surrender. An officer wrote
to the Mexico, N.Y, Independent:

¢¢],ee’s surrender was celebra-
ted with a salvo of 200 guns,
The Cap’t of the ¢Ella Morse?
which plies between Key West
and our island had a plece of
bunting flying to indicate good
news. Yesterday, when he hove
in sight, it was sung out, ¢“Good
news coming!??, as all the bunt-
ing could be seen. But on the
near approach of the steamer
it was noticed that the flag
was at half mast... You can
imagine our feelings when it
was announced from the deck
of the steamer, ¢President Lin-
coln is dead! Fell by the hand
of an assassin,”.... Some pris-
oners expressed themselves,
glad... and wished it had been
done four years ago. They soon
found themselves confined in
a dungeon on a diet of bread
and water. Some of our sold-
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The first disastrous fire to pla-
gue the east side docks was on
November 24, 1842, It started at
4:30 A.M, in the Fitzhugh & Co.’s
mill. It consumed the mills of Tru~
man Wyman and Luther Wright,
warehouse of Colonel T.S, Mor-
gan, Boigeol’s machine shop, Ames
plaster mill, the Cross blacksmith
shop, in addition to the dwellings
of T.S, Morgan, Simeon Bates, and
two belonging to Jesse Bennett. The
estimated loss was $100,000.

Another fire, of an incendiary
origin, broke out on January 186,
1847 in the warehouse of Merrick,
Davis & Co. on Water Street. (24)
A strong wind from the north spread
the fire to the Commercial Hotel
and Dickinson & Co.’s warehouse.
A spark set the lower bridge, 200
yards away, on fire and destroyed
four lengths and the wooden abut-
ments. It caused a considerable in-
convenience to the people before
the bridge could be repaired. A
few excerpts from the diary of
teacher Samuel P. Cole reflected
the feelings of the residents: (25)
Saturday, January 16, 1847-
Very stormy. The cry of fire is
now raised in the street and the
wind is blowing so fear it will
do a great deal of damage. I
must see.

Sunday, January 17 - Great ¢com-
motlon on all hands today, the
only connection between the two
villages, is destroyed while the two
warehouses and the tavern were
burning last night, the sparks flew
and caught the bridge and burned it
except 1 or 2 abutments on each
end. Now ali the passing is done
in a small boat and it is diffi-
cult as that the current is so
swift.

Monday, January 18 - The con-
nection between the villages being
destroyed caused a great deal of
trouble for the population in gen-
eral and mein particular. I cross
only morning and night at 6 each
trip...great talk about building a
bridge. There was an attempt to
fire Willis’ (139 West First Street)
store but not successful. They

think the bridge will be in its
place in three weeks. I guess not.
Mrs. Weeks offered to build a foot
bridge in one-half a day for the
toll.

Tuesday, January 19 - I pay for
crossing sometimes three cents
and sometimes six just as they feel.
There has been a boat rigged as a
ferry. A rope is attached to the
mast head which reaches to a
pier in the bridge and thus mech-
anically swing across the river.
There are many small boats also,
all sorts of prices.

Thursday January 21 - A fire
‘broke out in a large store block
in West Oswego which was soon
extinguished before it had done
much damage. The firemen work
just as though they know how. It
was done by an incendiary.None
can doubt. But who can be the
person that does it? Five hundred
dollars reward has been offered
for his detection.

Friday, January 22 - The taber-
nacle was set on fire tonight.
Saturday, February 13 - Found
the bridge passable for footmen

On the morning of December 1,
1848 at about 2:15 a fire was dlS-
covered in the Methodist Episco-
pal Church, situated on the Pub-
lic Square, West Side. (26) The
building was entirely consumed. ¢We
understand,’” according to the lo-
cal press ¢‘that a meeting was held
in the basement last night and that
care was taken on leaving the build-
ing to guard against fire. We learn,
also, that the fire was dlscovered
in the upper part of the Church, re-
mote from the stove or stove pipe.
The general impression seems to
be that the fire was an act of an
incendiary. The building was in-
sured for $1,000. We understand
that about the same time, an at-
tempt was made to fire the Taber-
nacle, on West Second Street.’’

A ‘fire  broke out about 2:30
on the morning of July 30, 1850
in 2 large building at the east
end of the toll or lower bridge,
standing on the canal and occup-
















scenes of the Civil War pattles
and campaigns. Brady, a studio
portrait photographer, had myopia
as early as 1851 and was unable
to do studio work by the mid-1850"s;
therefore, Brady depended upon field
photographers to take the many Civil
War pictures for which he was later
credited. A large number of photo-
graphs heretofore credited to Brady
have proved to be photographs by
Barnard.

According to Manuel Kean, Phil-
adelphia pictorial archivist, ‘It has
been an article of faith with many
historians thatany photograph show-
ing a Civil War scene is a Brady.
Yet whenever it has been possible
to check out a so-called Brady, it
has been established that is was
made by someone else. In my op-
inion the greatest of the Civil War
photographers was George N, Bar-
nard......His work is noteworthy for
the fact that he was concerned
with the terrain over which wars
are fought. In Barnard’s photo-
graphs people are secondary and,
when present, are subdued to the
composition.’? (39)

Mr. Barnard came to Oswego
for a brief stay in 1862, A notice
in a local newspaper stated that
‘¢having secured the services, for a
limited period, that celebrated ar-
tist, George N, ‘Barnard (formerly
of this, and late from Brady’s Gal-
lery Washington)....will find Mr.
Barnard at Gray’s Gallery at the
east end of the Iron Bridge (south-
west corner of East First and Bridge
Streets), where he will be pleased
to see his old customers and for-
mer acquaintances and friends.??
(40)
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After his short visit to Oswego,

he was appointed as the United Sta-
tes Army’s official photographeg
on Sherman’s ¢March to the Sea”
and the later campeign in the Car-
olinas. In 1866 he published an
album of views taken in Tennessee,
Georgia, and the Carolinas in 1864
and 1865 that sold then for $100
a copy and is ‘now so excessively
rare that few collectors or institu-
tions have copies.”’
" Mr. Barnard is listed in the
1864 directory as ¢‘engineer, de-
part. govt. photographer,?”” no bus-
iness address, home 228 Townsend.
This home address is continued in
1866, 67 and 68. He is ¢‘photo-
grapher?’ the first two years, ¢ar-
tist?’ the third and that was the last
listing there. In 1867, his only
daughter, Miss Mary Grace Bar-
nard (born November 19, 1849) is
shown as a boarder at 228 Town-
send. On September 22, 1867 she was
married by Rev. S.J, May to Edgar
0. Gilbert.

From Syracuse he went to Char=-
leston, South Carolina before mov-
ing to Chicago. In 1871 he was
out in the Great Chicago Fire but
returned the following day to docu-
ment the fire’s destruction with
photographs. In 1883 he helped
George Eastman introducedry-plat-
es which eliminated the cumbersome
wet-plate process and revolution-
ized photography. His last known
studio was in Painsville, Ohio,
between 1884 and 1886. Barnard
died during a bad snow storm at
his son-in-law’s farm in the Town
of Onondaga, just south of Syracuse,
on February 4, 1902.
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Father Griffa immediately began
his work at St. Mary’s and the
first thing he did was to add anoth=~
er large addition to the school which
by that time had grown to a size of
300 students, and the number of
Sisters residing at St. Mary?’s, who
instructed them, had grown from
the original 3 to 8 in number. By
this time the congregation to St.
Mary’s had become extremely en-
larged owing to continued immigra-
tion of French~Canadians. Three of
the present Churches in Oswego
can trace their origin to St. Mary’s.

In 1863, while Father Gueraet
was pastor of St. Mary’s, the Ger-
man members of the congregation,
organized St. Peter’s parish on the
East side of the River. And with
the large immigration of French
to the city of Oswego, the French
population of St. Mary’s gradually
increased in growth, and with the
growth, of course, there resulted
many differences of opinions and
ideas between themselves and the
Irish, Due partly to this growth
of French, the Irish and English in
the Ward left St. Mary’s and in
1869 St. John’s parish was formed.
When this group left, St. Mary’s
became predominantly l'rench. In
1867 there were only 54 French
names listed at St. Mary’s. In 1859
there were over 400, As a result,
Father Griffa, to try to satisfy
their need, in 1870 obtained the
assistance of a Father James Pel-
letier of uebec, who came to St.
Mary’s with the original intention
of serving the means of the French
population. This created a division
in the parish, with Father Griffs
taking chrage of the English speak-
ing members and Father Pelltier
of the French, and each group had
a different time for Mass on Sun-
day. Thus we had a situation of actu-
ally two different and s eparate
groups working within one parisn,
using the same facilities, Needless
to say, many difficulties arose.
As a result, it was decided that
the French should leave St. Mary’s
and a new parish would be started.

™

For almost 18 months the two groups
haggled over what was to be done
and how the division was to be
made in regard to finances, Finally
the trustees of St. Mary’s agreed
that they would purchase Mead Hall
on the east side for the cost of
$7,000 and give another $500 to
help to be fitted to use as a church,
So in Dec. 1871 the French left
St. Mary’s Church was inaugurated
St. Louis’s Church.

Thus, at that time, the congre-
gation of St. Mary’s, which had been
composed of English speaking Catho-
lics, mostly Irish descent and
French, now, or for the first
time, alone, without their French
brethren, and St. Mary’s parish,
which had originally been started
as a French Church, became pri-
marily an English Church or I
suppose we could say Irish, since
most of the members were of Irish
origin. At that time, with the loss
of both St. John’s Church and the
French Church, St. Mary’s parish
dropped to a low of only 150 fam-
ilies. Actually the condition of St.
Mary?’s Church were not too good
after leave of the French congre-
gation. However, the Church con-
tinued to struggle along and Father
Griffa worked very hard to try and
maintain the school and the other
things that had been started. He was
particularly actlve in founding
Father Mathew Temperance Society
here in Oswego and was itsdirector
for a number of years,

In 1885, however, Father Griffa
left and he went to Chatam, N.Y,
where he became a pastor of a
Catholic Church there. He was suc-
ceeded by Father M,y, Fournie:.
Father Fournier continued the work
of the parish but things remained
more or less in a #status quo.’?
His health not being good during
the time he was pastor, he finally
went South for his health, and in
Dec, 1901 he died. During the time
of Father Fournier’s sickness the
parish was in charge of assistants,
principally Father John Fair and
Father William McCormack. One
























Resolved unanimous that we have
a school this winter.
1850~ Resolved that we raise forty
dollars for school purposes this
year, five dollars for repairs, the
remalinder for teachers wages.

That H. Wiltse and George Hall
receive the library money to pay
for the globe($11.75) as fast as it
comes and no faster.
1877-A call for a dictionary for
the schoolhouse~-subjects taught this
year Reading, Higher-Spelling, Geo-
graphy, Grammar, Algebra, Pen-
manship, Drawing and Philosophy.
April 14, 1838 - Resolved that we
raise by tax $190 for building a
schoolhouse, for furnishing a stove
and pipe, and for purchasing a site
for said schoolhouse. (Evidently,
the building wasn’t constructed un-
til 1866 when costs were much
higher as a result of the Civil War)
Nov, 1840~ Resolved that $10 be
raised by taxation for the purpose
of building a privy for the school~
house (reconsidered)
1847~ J,P, Storms furnish 12 cords
of hard wood stove length at 56
cents a cord.
1850-Resolved that we raise $25
for teachers wages, $1 for repairs
and $1 for contingent expenses. That
the teacher board with the scholars
the ensuing year. The wood was
bid off by George Saunders at sixty
and a quarter cents a cord.
1866-The cost of the new bullding
was $865.34. The meeting voted to
raise the amount of indebtedness by
tax.
1868-Resolved that we have the
schoolhouse insured and also that
we pay Miss Phelps 50¢ per week
in addition to wages we agreed to
pay her.
1869-Resolved that the teacher board
around the district or board hired
on the most reasonable terms that
can be obtained.
1901-Some talk of a new coal stove
1919- It was finally decided that
we would have to pay more for a
teacher for the coming year.

In Wiltseville (Dist. #1) during
the term commencing Dec. 4, 1848,
and ending March 10, 1849 with a
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possible 70 day attendance period
the {following list shows a sam-
pling of the number days actually
attended- (no compulsory attend-
ance law then) Teachers made their
own attendnace registers.

Elizabeth Wiltse, 13; Sarah Frost,
67; Charles Wiltse, 24; Alzada Wil-
liams, 54; Benjamin Fineout, 69;
John Wiltse, 50 1/2; Hannah Wilt-
se, 16; Letta Hall, 5; Joseph Hall,
62; George Demott, 54; Amy Loo-
mis, 9; Isabelle Wiltse, 18; Cephas
Kent, 62; Silas Polly, 27 1/2.

To get an idea of the type of
books found in some rural school
libraries for children in grades
1 thru 8, here is a representa-
tive list-

LIBRARY BOOKS USED IN DIS-
TRICT NO, 9 (1850~1851)

The Life of General Jackson,
Mclntosh’s Book of Indians, Lights
and Shadows of Africa’s History,
Manners and Customs of Natives,
Lives of Celebrated Women, Lives
of Celebrated American Indians,
Enterprise Industry and Art of Man,
Life of Lafayette, FElements of
Meteorology, Wonders of Geology.

Two series of Clockmaker, two
series Farmer’s Daughter, two ser-
les of My Own Story, two serles
Girl’s Manual, Venns~-Duty of Man,
Bible Not of Man, Nelson on In-
fidelity, Books for Children and
Youth Volumes 1-2-3, Memory of
H, Martin, Alphabet of Animals,
Tales About the Heather, Golden
Steps for the Young, The Young
Lady’s Book, Lives of Mary and
Martha Washington, The New
Clerk’s Assistant.

~Commissioner Isaac W, Marsh-

The following interesting com-
ments are taken from his diary
concerning visits to schools under
his jurisdiction in the first Oswe-
go district during the early 1870’s.
The district of that day included
the towns of Oswego, Volney, Gran-
by, Scriba, Hannibal and New Hav-
en. Mr. Marsh was grandfather



























