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Dedication

Fred P. Wright

During his childhood in Oswego Town Fred P. Wright developed an
abiding interest in local history, an interest fostered by his uncles, who
were veterans of the Civil War. He recalls attending meetings of the
Grand Army of the Republic in the Town, and singing the old war songs.

Later, when a merchant in Oswego, he joined the Oswego Historical
Society, and in 1926 was elected Recording Secretary. In 1927 he assisted
in producing the Pageant of Oswego, performed in recognition of the Bi-
Centennial of the building of Fort Oswego. He also expanded the mem-
bership of the Society through a door-to-door canvass.

Upon the death of President James Riggs the Society languished
for a time. But through the efforts of Wright and Frederick P. Barnes,
Edwin M. Waterbury accepted the Presidency, and the Society enjoyed
a revival under his dynamic leadership.

In addition to his duties as Secretary for fifteen years, Mr. Wright
has been a collector and author of local history. His addresses on
Oswego’s Civil War heroines, Elmina Spencer and Dr. Mary Walker,
were heard by large audiences, and have been read by hundreds in the
columnus of the Yearbook.

Several years ago Mr. Wright was elected as an Honorary Member
of the Society.

In the recognition to Fred P. Wright’s untiring devotion to the history
of Oswego County this volume is affectionately dedicated to him.
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owned and commanded by Capt.
John Rodgers, whose home was
Oswego, for which place he clear-
ed from York on the 24th of No-
vember, 1825, from which time
nothing was ever heard of the
“Lady” or her commander).

This fleet was manned by crews
aggregating over 2,000 men, al-
most all of them from the regular
navy and veterans of the sea, car-
ried nearly 300 guns, many of
them from twelve to fifteen feet
long and with an effective range
two miles, and the vessels were
commanded by some of the United
States navy’s best shipmasters,
men who had won laurels under
Hull and Decatur and Rodgers on
the high seas.

Had the war gone on into the
spring of 1815, Chauncey’s fleet
would have been more powerful
because there were building at
Sacketts Harbor during the winter
of 1814-15 two vast ships - of - the
line, larger than anything yet pro-
duced by the American or British
navies and each carrying 130 guns,
as well as three additional power-
ful frigates. These vessels were
completed, two of them, the (New
Orleans) and the (Chippawa), re-
mained under ship houses at and
near Sacketts Harbor for many
years.

The United States Navy Depart-
ment wished, if it could, to pre-
serve Chauncey’s big frigates,
built at tremendous expense, in
case of a future emergency on
Lake Ontario. The ships had all
been constructed out of green
wood because time was of the es-
sence and there was no artificial
process at that time for seasoning
wood. Therefore, had the vessels
been kept afloat, they would prob-
ably have disintegrated within
seven or eight years. The one way
they could be preserved was to
sink them in deep water below
the ice level. A ship so sunk, in
comparatively cool waters of Lake
Ontario, could be expected to last
for many years, according to How-
ard I. Chappelle, a leading author-
ity and author of ‘History of the
American sailing Navy’’, Chaun-
cey’s big frigates were all ‘‘moth-
balled’” in this way. The schooners
and the brigs and gunboats were

all sold but the big ships were put
into a ‘““State of preservation’.

Hamilton Colton stated: ‘‘Cap-
tain Robert Hugunin was a reput-
able sailor; during the war, pilot
or sailing master with Commodore
Chauncey, afterwards he was mas-
ter and part owner of lake vessels.
He and Matthew McNair bought
and raised some of the naval ves-
sels that sunk at Sacketts Harbor
after the close of the war. One of
them, a brig, he fitted out and
sailed himself for several seasons,
mostly in the slave trade from the
head of the lake to Cape Vincent,
his craft being too large for the
ordinary demands of Commerce at
that time.”” Colton further stated
that ““This writer had frequent
occasion during three consecutive
seasons t0 pass in and out of the
harbor dodging this way and that
to avoid collision with the hulks
which obstructed navigation inside
of Ships House Point.”

That Chappelle is correct in his
statement is indicated by a list of
naval vessels published by the
navy department in 1816 in which
Chauncey’s big ships are listed as
“in state of preservation at Sack-
etts Harbor.”” In other words, the
incomplete ships-of-the-line, were
put under shiphouses while the
completed frigates were dismant-
led and sunk in deep water, their
location charted.

Few people today have any con-
ception of the magnitude of the
ship-building operation at Sacketts
Harbor during the war, and Sack-
etts Harbor was the leading Amer-
ican military and naval base on
the Great Lakes. Extensive mili-
tary works were constructed there
and there was always a garrison
of troops, large for that time,
sometimes as many as 7,000 men.

But the ship-building operation
outstripped everything else. If the
navy department made an unfort-
unate choice of a naval command-
er in Commodore Chauncey, vet-
eran of the War with Tripoli, its
choice of a ship builder was most
fortunate. It sent here early in the
war Henry Eckford, who had
learned his trade in Scotland, and
he remained here during the en-
tire conflict, at times being joined
by Adam and Noah Brown, like
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History of the Congregational Church

Of Oswego

(presented by Miss Margaret Wales, February 21, 1961)

It is indeed a privilege and a
pleasure to be asked to speak to
you this evening about Congrega-
tional history and more specifically
about the history of our Oswego
Congregational Church. In order to
understand the history of the Con-
gregational Church, it is import-
ant to review the story of the Pil-
grims in England, in Holland and
in America.

The mid 1500’s in England saw
troubled times within the Church
of England. There was a move-
ment underway to purify the
church from certain objectionable
practices. One faction worked to-
ward purification from within the
church and they became known as
the Puritans. A somewhat more
extreme group separated from the
church and as early as 1567 had
elected their own minister and
deacon. This group, under the
leadership of Robert Browne, or-
ganized a Congregational Church
in Norwich in 1581. He was thrown
into prison and later fled to Hol-
land.

The section where our Pilgrim
fathers lived in England was north-
west of Norwich., The Pilgrim dis-
trict was about 150 miles north of
London, a triangular shape with
East Retford on the east, Worksop
on the west, and Austerfield on the
north approximately 11, 7, and 9
miles long containing the towns
of Bawtry and Scrooby. In Eng-
land the Pilgrims suffered many
hardships in their endeavors to
worship and serve God in the way
they felt most fitting. Leaving this
extremely small section of their
homeland, the dynamic little group
migrated to Leyden, Holland, and
later to America. Following Rob-
ert Browne’s book containing the

basic principles of Congregational-
ism and Christ’s command, ‘Go
ye therefore and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost’’, the Pilgrims founded
a Protestant denomination which
now extends to the far corners of
the earth.

In America under the leadership
of Elder Brewster, a native of
Scrooby, and Willilam Bradford,
whose birthplace was Austerfield,
the little band of 102 signed the
‘Mayflower Compact’ and laid the
foundations of democratic govern-
ment in the new colony. The first
church, although not called a Con-
gregational Church, was organized
on Congregational principle. Later,
the Puritans came to our shores,
and although the Pilgrims were
not of like mind, friendly relations
were established between the two
colonies and as a result the Puri-
tans established a church in Salem
in 1629 which followed the Con-
gregational way. Many present
day Congregationalists proudly
trace their ancestry to this small
band of founding fathers and have
gathered into the church many
others, so that today there are
nearly one and one half million
Congregational Christians in the
United States and more than 1
million in the world.

Because of the special emphasis
on education which the Congrega-
tional Church has stressed since
the earliest days, within 16 years
of landing in America the Congre-
gationalists founded Harvard Uni-
versity, the oldest institution of
higher education in this country.
So that we could have an educated
ministry and so that our young
people could receive training in
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a professor at Yale Divinity
School, must have been a man of
many talents. We have already
heard that he was an accomplish-
ed violinist, taking part in the ded-
ication of our organ. By way of a
clipping in the Church records,
this story comes to us. In March,
1922, after 10 years’ exposure to
the weather, but miraculously in
running order, a watch was found
by a man climbing a mountain in
British Columbia in Canada. It
could be returned to its rightful
owner, Dr. Bacon, who had lost it
in 1911 on a similar expedition, be-
cause of the inscription showing
that it was the parting gift of this
congregation to their pastor.

At the turn of the century our
Church was served by the Rev.
Charles N. Thorp, who stayed with
us from Nov. 9, 1897 to April 30,
1906. Mr. and Mrs. Thorp were our
guests at the 90th Anniversary
June, 1947.

Arriving in July, 1906, the Rev.
Wm. F. Kettle called to the atten-
tion of the congregation that 1907
was the Golden Jubilee year. Mr.
Kettle has the distinction of being
the one minister to be connected
with the preparation of two of our
anniversaries - the 50th and 60th.
Although he resigned, effective
Jan. 1, 1917 to accept a position as
assistant minister of the Plymouth
Church in Brooklyn, he returned to
take part in our Diamond Jubilee
held in Feb., 1917.

The Rev. Harold C. Feast served
from April, 1917, during and after
the years of the first World War,
until 1920. In Jan., 1920 the Rev.
C. 8. Osgood came to us from
Cleveland, Ohio. His ministry
seems especially seasoned Wwith a
variety of interesting and import-
ant programs. On several different
occasions the Rev. Dr. Bruce, min-
ister and Superintendent of our
Conference, visited our Church. At
that time Dr. Bruce was at Plym-
outh Congregational Church in Sy-
racuse. Dr. Bruce was also with us
in 1947, on the occasion of our 90th
Anniversary. It is during Mr. Os-
good’s pastorate that the first men-
tion is made of our youth attend-
ing Wells Conference. Upon com-
pletion of 6 years of service in our
Church, Mr. Osgood tendered his

resignation, effective Jan. 1, 1927.
On Feb. 1, 1927, a unanimous call
was extended to the Rev. David
Doull, who came to us literally
from ‘‘down under’’, having been
born in New Zealand and educated
in Australia. Early in 1933 Mr.
Doull resigned to return to his
native land and on Sept. 1, 1933
the Rev. D. D, Wilson became our
minister. During his pastorate the
first mention is made of our
Church using the radio as a means
of extending service to a wider
area. On May 13, 1934 Mr. Wilson
and the choir conducted a vesper
service from station W.S.Y.R. As
youngsters growing up in the
Church during the ministry of
Mr. Wilson, whom all the young
people affectionately and respect-
fully called “Uncle D.D.”’, we were
vividly impressed with reverence
inspired by the Candlelight com-
munion services, a part of the
youth rallies and meetings held
quite often in this - our beautiful
Church.

Resigning in Nov. 1940 because
of ill health, Mr. Wilson’s success-
or was the Rev. W. T. Griffiths,
coming from our Middleton, N.
Y. Church. Do you remember, as
I do, the Sunday of Jan. 5, 1941?
Rabbi Benjamin Friedman, sched-
uled to conduct our service, was
unable to reach Oswego from Syra-
cuse because of road conditions.
Marshall D. Williams, Chairman of
the Church Committee and Gen-
eral Secretary of the Y.M.C.A.
very capably presided at the wor-
ship services, becoming our min-
ister later that January. Mr.
Griffiths served our Church during
the years of the Second World
War. He was especially noted for
his fine and inspiring sermons.

Following Mr. Griffiths resigna-
tion, the Rev. Lee James Beynon,
Jr. served our congregation from
April, 1948 to July, 1951. Capably
serving our Church, this many-
faceted, youthful leader also ser-
ved the community as Chairman
of the local Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

In Dec. 1951, after several
months without a minister, we
indeed felt that our prayers were
answered; that God knew our
plight and sent us a lovely Christ-
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A Century of Culture In Oswego County

(presented by C. M. Snyder at the Society’s banauet, April 24, 1961)

DINNER MEETING

Cn Monday evening, April 24,
1961, the Society held a dinner
meeting at the Lakeside Dining
Hall, on the lake-shore at the
State University College at Oswe-
go. It was a part of the Annual
Festival of Arts at the college. On
view, also, were an art exhibit
and a prize-winning film on tne
Civil war.

The program featured ‘“A Cent-
ury of Culture in Oswego County.”
Short presentations included: The
Theatre, by Charles Wells; Archi-
tecture and Art, by Mr. Joseph
Shoenfelt; Recreation and Ath-
letics, by Mr. Max Ziel; Local
History in Perspective, by Dr.
Charles M. Snyder, Mr. Ralph M.
Faust, a Vice-President of the
Society, served as Master of Cere-
monies,

Early Oswegonians had little
time for history; and when they
paused to reminisce upon the past,
it was to their old homes in New
England cr down-state that their
thoughts turned. It was not until
a second generation grew up here
with a pride in the achievements
of their parents and a little time
to cultivate this pride, that local
history as an activity was born.
By the 1840’s Edwin W. Clarke,
who came to Oswego as a child
in 1806, was incorporating histor-
ical items into his records as Vill-
age Clerk; in 1845 he attempted
to organize an historical society,
but he appears to have received
little response. About this time,
also, George H. McWhorter, the
local Collector of the Port, was
probing into the ruins of Fort Os-
wego, and searching for materials
concerning the crumbling stock-
ade, which was Fort Ontario.

The crisis of Civil War inevit-
ably focused attention upon the

landmarks of the nation’s growth.
A host of historical societies were
formed throughout the State; and
with its rich heritage to promote
it, it is scarcely surprising that
Oswego felt the impulse. A short
item in the Cswego Palladium on
February 8, 1864, serves to illus-
trate it. Syracuse, and other cities,
it noted, had organized to pre-
serve and collect the history of
their localities. In Oswego the
march of progress had almost
obliterated the old landmarks.

Was it not time for action; and
who, it asked, would get it started.
Less than a week later the Oswego
Commercial Advertiser reported
that the local Assemblyman, Ab-
ner C. Mattoon, had introduced a
bill in the legislature to incorpor-
ate the Oswego Historical Associ-
ation. Named as directors in the
bill were: Alvin Bronson, Edwin
W. Clarke, Hiram Hubbell, Enoch
Talcott, Orville J. Harmon, Ran-
som H. Tyler, John C. Churchill,
Abner C. Mattoon, Charles Rhodes,
Charles H. Cross, J. Wells Pitkin,
Henry L. Davis, Albertus Perry,
Thomas A. Weed, Alonzo H. Fail-
ing, Sylvanus A. Huntington, De-
Witt C. Littlejohn, and Edward A.
Sheldon.

The charter bill passed in the
Assembly, but failed in the Senate,
presumably due to the last-minute
rush of business. A year later the
same bill was reintroduced and
passed. However, with the war
concluded, and amidst the press-
ing problems of Reconstruction,
interest lagged, and the local ac-
tion required to meet the terms
of the incorporation was not forth-
coming. The Directors met on
April 27, 1866 to formalize the
failure; the charter was dead. A
second charter obtained a year
later was equally unproductive.

Meanwhile, the fiftieth anniver-
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actly kind reflects not so much
callousness on the part of the
Union soldier as it does an almost
total disregard, at that time, of
the sensibilities of the colored
man. An example in point is the
following incident, related by
Crocker:

We have got three little nigers
in our company and we have
lots of fun with them we get
them to dance fight or bunt a
barell we told one of them we
would give him a dollar iff he
would bunt a stave in a pork
barell he bunted ot 3 or 4 times
and give it up he said it would
take him all day. (116)

The Battle of Cedar Mountain
was fought on the 9th of August
1862. Of the battle ground there,
Gilbert informs us:

We ware camped to the foot off
cader mountain four days we
went a crost the battle ground
where the rebels buried their
dead we cold (sic) see there
feet and hands sticking out off
the ground the rebels had 25
thousand men in that battle we
cold see where the canon balls
cut the tops off the trees off
117)

Seven days after Gilbert wrote
this, his regiment was at the sec-
ond Battle of Bull Run. There, on
August 28th, Doubleday’s Brigade
(Union) broke and ran through
Haitch’s Brigade (under command
of Col. Sullivan of the 24th) sweep-
ing the local boys with it. (118)
During this battle Major Barney
was Kkilled at the head of his com-
mand, Company K from Bellville.
A quotation from the diary of
Lieutenant Robert Oliver, Jr., of
Oswego, the 24th Adjutant, will
serve as a summation of the bat-
tle:

Awful turn of affairs. My clothes
torn by balls. Col. Beardsley
wounded. Our loss probably 60
killed and wounded . . Lost our
colors . . I rallied brigade and
brought them to camp . . Major
Barney is killed . . Col. Sullivan
drunk . nothing left of our
brave regiment; poor Barney.”’
(119)

We see how badly hit the 24th
was when we read in Oliver’s
diary a few days later:

We have only 116 men for duty
in the regiment . .. . raining aw-
ful . . . stood up all night . . .Am
nearly given out. Capt. O’Brien
commanding regiment; our loss
293 killed and wounded and miss-
ing. (120)
The official figure was 237 in kill-
ed, wounded and missing. (121)
To learn of Gilbert’s experiences,
we must turn to a letter which
he wrote to his mother twenty
days later from Mount P. Hos-
pital:
I have got over my fever but am
so weak that I cant get off from
my bed . . I come here the
3rd of this month . . . it was true
what you saw in the paper (.e
is vague here but refers to the
battle reports in the local
papers) I run round till I got
shot at 10 or a dozen times so I
thought I would not run round
any more so I lade down till
morning when I found the regi-
ment but just as I got to them
they started a gain but I cold
not go with them I got in a
wagon and rode to alexandry
and the next day we come to
washington (122}
Before we suspect our soldier of
any dishonorable purpose, we shall
see that the ‘“‘fever’” to which he
referred was typhoid. He was in-
deed, very ill, as he remained in
this hospital until November and
then in another hospital until the
8th of December. Fifteen days
later, he gave a good description
of hospitals as he wrote:
I am getting stronger I can
walk round some with a cane I
had the typhoid fever we have
got a large tent with a floor in
it there is 16 off us and 2 nur-
ses each one of us has a bead
(sic) quilt and sheets we have
clean close (sic) ever week I
have just got me a new pair off
pants and shoes and a coat we
drawed them in the hospital
you want (sic) know what we
have to eat in the morning we
have bread and butter and tea
for dinner we have meat and po-
tatoes for supper bread and
butter and tea and apple sauce
there is plenty of pedlers round
with apples and peaches and
every thing els you can think off
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(100

Mrs. Sidney Crocker, No-
vember (?) 1861.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, November 16,
1861,

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs, Sid-
ney Crocker, December 19,
1361.

Ibid.

Ihid.

Gilbert Crocker to his sis-
ter, December 19, 1861.
Gilbert Crocker to his sis-
ters, (no month) 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to Sidney
Crocker, January 3, 1862.
Ibid.

Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to Sidney
Crocker, January 10, 1882.
Gilbert Crocker to Tic:2
Crocker, January 8, 1862,

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Lid-
ney Crocker, January 10,
1862.
Ibid.
Gilbert Crocker to Mrs, Sid-
ney Crocker, February 18,
1862.
Ibid.
Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-

ney Crocker, February 28,
1862.

Gilbert Crocker to Mr. aad
Mrs. Sidney Crocker, March
12, 1862.

Gilbert Crocker to Mr. and
Mrs. Sidney Crocker, M..rck
16, 1862.

Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, April 6, 1852.

Gilbert Crocker to Mr. rnd
Mrs. Sidney Crocker, April
18, 1862.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. bid-
ney Crocker, April §, 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to Mr. and
Mrs. Sidney Crocker, April
18, 1862,

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, April 24, 1862.
Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to Sidney
Crocker, April 25, 1862.
Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, May 16, 1862.
Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, May 22, 18€2.
Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
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ney Crocker, May 16, 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, May 8, 1862,
Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, May 22, 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, June 1, 1862,
Gilbert Crocker to Mr. and
Mrs. Sidney Crocker, June
6, 1862.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, June 5, 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to his sis-
ter, June 16, 1862.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, July 3, 1862.
Ibkid.

f¥lbert Crocker to Mr. and
Mrs. Sidney Crocker, July
13. 1862.

Iwid.

Guoert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, July 25, 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, July 30, 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, July 17, 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, July 10, 1862,
Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to
August 21, 1862.
Snyder, ‘“The Olivers and the
Civil War’’, Oswego County
Historical Society Yearbook,
(Oswego, 1956), 23.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, September 17,
1862.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, October 2, 1862.
Gilbert Crocker to sister,
October 6, 1862.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Johnson, History of Oswego
County, (1877) 384.

Johnson, History of Oswego
County, (1877) 304.

Johnson, History of Oswego
County, (1877) 384.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, October 17,
1862.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Gilbert Crocker to Mrs. Sid-
ney Crocker, December 8,

sister,
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Forest and Kingman it listed Lt.
John W. Oliver, who was wounded
in the arm. The 8lst was one of
the regiments which held the line
between the Chickahominy on the
north and Malvern Hill on the
south. For seven days the Army
of Northern Virginia, under the
cecmmand of General Robert E.
Lee, who succeeded General John-
ston, seemed to be all over the
area at the same time. A cavalry
general, newly made, by the name
of J.E.B. Stuart rode north, east
and south so fast, that the rear
supply line of the Fourth Corps,
(including the 81st) was cut a-
cross the railroad line at West
Point destroying many Union sup-
plies. Stuart returned to Richmond
without the loss of a single man,

On the morning of June 27th,
Lee was advised that Jackson was
ready to move, and on signal,
Longstreet stormed out of the for-
est toward Gaines Mill, with A.P.
Hill on one flank and D.H. Hill on
the other, bent General Porter’s
line into a crescent and then a
horseshoe under the pressure of
the attack. If Gen. ‘‘Stonewall”
Jackson struck now, the Army of
the Potomac was gone. But Jack-
son did not strike. The troops in
his command were within five
miles of the battle sitting on the
ground and waiting for orders,
while their commander stood on a
hilltop having a prayer for him-
self. When his officers asked for
orders he glared at them and said
nothing, but stayed on the hill all
afternoon while Longstreet and the
Hills’ tried to break the Union
line. When MccClellan saw how the
battle was going he told Porter to
stand as long as possible with the
sagging line while he lined up ar-
tillery on the southern bank of the
Chickahominy to cover Porter’s
retirement. He also ordered all the
railroad trains driven into the
river and all supplies not to be
taken along to Harrison Landing
‘to be burned. Just as all the Union
forces began their withdrawel.
Gen., Jackson finished his session
of prayer and came up on the
rn.

The last big move of the Seven
Days Battle was Lee’s effort to
cut the Union force in two at Glen-

dale and drive it into the White
Oak Swamp, Longstreet and A. P.
Hill were supposed to attack from
the west toward Richmond while

Jackson and D. H, Hill were to cut .

through the swamp and strike
from directly behind the lines to
the east. Once more Jackson did
not appear.

July 1st saw the men of the 8lst
New York among the troops in
Keye’s Corps which captured the
high plateau in the marsh called
Malvern Hill. This position just
two miles south of Glendale,
proved the next day, to be the
downfall of the Confederate rally.
Lee thought that McClellan’s fight
was gone after six days of retreat
and near disaster. Lee ordered the
entire Confederate force to attack
up the steep slope of Malvern Hill
even though he knew the artillery
to be lined up tier upon tier to the
top of the plateau. It was the
worst failure of all for the Reb-
els --- the Union guns cutting the
line of grey to pieces before they
ever got started.

Through a mistake on the part
of the Southern troops, when a
Massachusetts regiment led a
charge with much shouting, the
Rebels thought this to be their
own war-cry and came forward in
full force into the face of the
Union cannons. General Lee with-

drew from the area that night
with 7,000 men lost.
The Osweg0 regiment then

moved to Yorktown, Va. and built
winter quarters. Both the wooden
barracks and the wedge tent
stockades were used in this area.
A stockade of this kind was simply
a log or board wall about four or
five feet tall with a wedge tent se-
cured at the top of the wall, in a
lean<to fashion. Often the closed
end was made into a fireplace
with mud and clay packed inside
a wooden outer case. This pro-
vided some amount of heat for the
winter but was often more smoky
than warm.

Daniel Austin states that his
company completed the building
of winter quarters at Yorktown,
but the regiment spent only one
night in the barracks before being
ordered to move south to North
Carolina, He states ‘“. . .the boys
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Programs for 1962

January 16:

“THE HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE OSWEGO RIVER VALLEY”
by Albert McCarthy

February 20:

“NINETEENTH CENTURY LIFE IN OSWEGO TOWN”
(A) ‘‘Avon Calling” by George DeMass, Jt.
(B) “Aurora Walker Coats, A Not So Ordinary House Wife”
by Dr. Charles M. Snyder
March 20:

“THE ITALIAN MIGRATION TO OSWEGO, AND ITS IMPACT ON
THE COMMUNITY
by H. Fred Bartle
April 17:
“THE O. AND W. RAILROCAD, A CENTURY OF STRUGGLE”
by William F. Helmer
May 15: i
“FORT ONTARIO AND THE WAR OF 1812
by Wallace Workmaster
October 16:
“THE 110th OSWEGO COUNTY INFANTRY IN THE CIVIL: WAR"

November 20:
“THE 147th OSWEGO COUNTY INFANTRY IN THE CIVIL WAR”
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