





























porter of Johnson and James de-
Lancey in England. Thomas Pownall
had come to America in 1753 as sec-
retary to Sir Danvers Osborne and
remained temporarily following Os-
borne’s suicide on a ship in New
York harbor. The suicide followed a
long meeting on the ship, with
James ‘deLanocey, which was to
precede Osborne’s inauguration as
Governor of New York succeeding
George Clinton. In this meeting Os-
borne had been told the Assembly
would not follow the Governor’s in-
structions from the King. Pownall
wished to remain temporarily in A-
merica and Shirley appointed him
his representative to New York,
prior to the Alexandria Conference
with Braddock. Like Johnson, Pown-
all attended the Alexandria mescting,
but also like Johnson, was not in-
vited to sit in on the Council of War
of April 14, and 15, 1755. Pownall re-
turned to New York and at once be-
came a close associate of deLancey
and a correspondent of Johnson, In
either January or February of 1756,
Prownall returned to England and
represented Johnson and deLancey
in a demand for Shirley’s recall.
This was only two months after Lon-
don had confirmed Shirley’s appoint-
ment as Cammander-in-Chief of the
English forces, and no military act-
jions had occured which chould have
proved Shirley incompetent during
the two month interval. The demand
nevertheless was successful, and
when Lord Loudoun was sent to
North America as the new Com-
mander, Thomas Pownall appeared
as Loudoun’s secretary and ADC.
One final note on Pownall; after
Shirley’s dismissal as Governor of
Massachusetts and his return to Eng-
land in the fall of 1756, Pownall was
named Governor of that Royal Col-
ony. Those portions of Johnson’s
July 1755 letter to Pownall, which
pertain to the conflict, follow:

Albany, 31 July,
1755
Dear iSr,

Believe me that my silence has
been wholly owing to necessity not
choice. . . . but I have been so.in-
cessently employed from the time
Govr, Shirley came up here and in
no very agreeable manner by him,

& at the same time the affairs of
the Crown Point Expedition. . . not
Sufft. time . . . of writing you.

Thus stood affairs when Govr, Shi-
rley arrived at Albany. He was not
satisfied that he would get a sufft.
number of Inds. at & round about
Oswegoe which I assured him of &
whe. the Inds. confirmed to me. He
employed Lyddius to whom he had
given a Colls. Commissn., over the
Inds. & a number of agents under
him without my knowledge or con-
sent, to bribe, to work by every pos-
sible artifice in their power on all
the Inds. they would meet with (1
there were great numbers who came
down from my house to Albany &
Schenectady) to relinquish me & go
with Govr. Shirley to Oswego, they
spared no money, they spared no
reflections upon me in short every
trick that could be practiced, was
made use of, for all wch. Mr. Shir-
ley’s Authority was pleaded. Billy
Alexander is as active as any of
'em & tis unaturall to suppose Gov.
Shirley was not private to it, Indeed
I did in generall lay it before him
he wrote me a verry long angry
Letter reproaching, menacing me &
grosly abusing Mr. Wraxall, I an-
sered it with Spirit, but cool & de-
cent. The Letters are verry long &
its impossible for me to send you
to Shew ’em to you. I make no doubt
he will endeavor to wreck his Mal-
ice upon me & poor Wraxall, who
has wrote to Mr. Fox to get quit of
his Military Commission so I hops
he will be clear of the tunder in
that Quarter.

Shirley’Agents are to go to all the
Castles as they go along & practice
the aforesaid Conduct. They have
put the Inds. into great condusion
by what they have done & forced
Additional expence & trouble & vex-
ation upon me.

Without Inds. I think it will be
madness to attempt Crown Point.
One Division of the Troops are
marched for our grand rendezvous
at the Carrying Place about 1100
Men . . . Another Division of about
1100 Men are to march the day after
tomorrow . . . & about next Wednes-
day I hope to follow with the re-
mainder of the Troops & Train. ., . .
if the Inds. are not thrown into Con-
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mander of a Connecticut Regiment,
was in command of the 120w men
who first met the French, engaged
them near the lake and then re-
treated towards the main body of
troops. Colonel Williams, Colonel
Titcomb, also of Connecticut, and
King Hendrick of the Mohawks all
were killed in this first engage-
ment. Johnson was wounded in the

early part of the battle with the.

main body at the English fortified
position. Major General Lyman was
therefore in command of the Eng-
lish forces during much of the
Battle of Lake George. He was in
command when Dieskau was
wounded and captured and also
when the French forces were
forced to retire.

The English cannon were drawn
up at the English camp and when
Dieskau halted outside the camp,
presumably to miake an estimate
of the situation, the cannon opened
fire on them. Dieskaw’s Indians
and Canadians panicked, accord-
ing to the Dieskau accounts, and
it was this which forced Dieskau
to order the retirement., The
French forces were dispersed with
most of their officers dead, and
Dieskau captured. Captain Me-
Ginnis attacked the retiring French
later in the day, and routed them.
Yet inexplicably the Battle of Lake
George ended with the English
making no attempt to follow the
defeated French, despite Lyman’s
urgent pleas.

At the Councils of War held sub-
sequent to the battle, General Ly-
man and the other staff officers
urged strongly wupon Johnson an
attack on the retreating French.
Johnson, still suffering from his
painful, but not serious, wound,
and as ever the soul of caution, re-
fused to abide by their demands.
He cited the shortage of waggons,
supplies, land the need for rein-
forcements. This despite the fact
that he now had all of Dieskau’s
papers which proved how few
French must have nemained at
Ticonderoga and Crown Point. The
Indians returned to Albany to
mourn their dead and Johnson
called off the campaign and set-
tled down to build a fort on Lake
George. He constantly reported the

danger of attack by a superior
force “with artillery’”’, despite the
reports brought in by Rogers and
his men to the contrary.

Johnson’s report of the battle
was sent to his superior officer,
General Shirley, via Lieutenant
Governor Phipps of Massachusetts
who was in Boston. Shirley lo-
cated at Oswego, heard of the en-
gagement without a long delay be-

cause the report was intercepted,
and because friends among the
New England officers at Lake

George wrote him directly. The
essential role played by Lyman
was completely omitted, and in
fact a letter was permitted to
reach the press which branded Ly-
man a coward in the face of the
enemy. Shirley wrote Johnson
from Oswego, urging him to at-
tack at least Ticonderoga before-
winter set in, but Johnson was un-
moved.

Rogers and his men made a
number of intelligence trips during
the remainder of the fall and re-
ported there were relatively few
French at either Ticonderoga or
Crown Point until late in Oectober,
1755. (50) William Livingstone in
his defense of Shirley claimed that
Dieskau’s figures proved he had
fewer than 800 of the original 1600
to 1800 troops who were able to
return to Ticonderoga and Crown
Point. (51) These, according to ail
reports, were completely disorgan-
ized. Johnson in a letter to Gover-
uor Hardy on September 16, 1755,
reported the French losses at 400
dead plus several hundred wound-
ed. This according to the figures
available from Dieskau, would
have meant there were fewer
than 2000 available to Dieskau at
both Ticonderoga and Crown Point
together. Johnson had well over
3000 men who on the 10th of Sep-
tember were flushed with a well
earned victory. The French, fur-
thermore, had lost their Comman-
der in Chief, his second in com-
mand and the great majority of
the French Officers. (52) Rogers
made a reconnaisance four on the
24th of September, returning on
QOctober 4th, and reported their
enemy at <Crown Point totaled
about 500. By October 7th he re-
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ed. by O’Callaghan, VI, 1003.

(49). Reported in the New York
Mercury, November 10, 1755, Mi-
crofilm No. 27, Reel 1, Syracuse
University Library.

(50). Journal of Majorr Robert
Rogers, (London) for the author
by J. Millan, MDCCLXV.

(51). A Review of Military Oper-
ations in North America, No.
8163 of Evans, American Biblio-

graphy, p. 14.
(52). O’Callaghan, X

(53}, Journal of Major
Rogers.

(54). Hardy to Robinson (Board of
Trade), Nov. 24, 1755, in The Sir
William Johnson Papers, IX, 229-
233.

(55). Letter, Shirley to Robinson,
October 5, 1755 in Appendix V.

Robert
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The One Hundred Forty-Seventh
Regiment, New York Volunteers

(Presented by Mr. H. Edward Oram, March 17,1959)

The war was still going. Nearly
eighteen months had elapsed and
the North had not won the quick
and easy victory that had been an-
ticipated by so many.

A new call for 600,000 men came
out of Washington. That meant that
the recruiting doors were still open
in the cities and hamlets of the
North. Once more a regiment of
men was to be recruited in Oswego
County. This regiment would be
commanded by Colonel Andrew S.
Warner. The companies were re-
cruited principally as follows: A, B,
and I at Oswego; C at Richland,
Albion and Williamstown, D at Ful-
ton, Granby and Volney, E at
Sandy Creek, Redfield, Boyleston
and Orwell; F at Mexico, Paler-
mo and New Haven, G at Oswego
and Scriba, H at Constantia, Par-
ish, Amboy and West Monroe, and
K at Oswego, Scriba and Fulton. 1

The term of enlistment for men
volunteering for this regiment was
three years. These volunieers were
sworn in on September 22 and 23,
1862 at Oswego. They left their
place of muster 837 strong and
wrote many glorious pages of his-
tory as they participated in such
famous battles as Chancellorsville,
Gettysburg, Spotsylvania Court
House and Appomattox.

One of these recruits was a
young, country lad d{rom New
Haven, Francis M. Pease who was
in Company F. He was probably
typical of the men who answered
their country’s call., They went to
do a job that had to be done. They
went with enthusiasm, perhaps a
spirit of high adventure, giving
little thought to what (terrifying
days could possibly lay ahead.
Training to be soldiers and mili-
tary leader ship was something
that they could rightfully expect.
Both were sadly lacking.

The regiment left by train;
journeyed to Syracuse and thence

West to Seneca Lake, South by
steamboat to Elmira, and on to
Baltimore, Maryland. The regi-
ment was equipped at Elmira. 2
Continuing their journey they ar-
rived in Washington, D. C, on Sep-
tember 29th. Until the spring of
1863 the regiment moved about on
the perimeter of Washington as a
part of the capital’'s defense.

Training was ineffective, almost
nil. The men spent most of their
time on guard or fatigue duty. The
officers were ineffective and in-
different. Perhaps one of the most

unfortunate  highlights was the
regiment’s participation in the
Burnside ‘“mud march” that re-

sulted in disaster and demoraliz-
ation. The entire Army of the Po-
tomac participated, spending from
four days according to some re-

ports up to a week, exposed to
chilling rains and sloughing
through sticky mud. After the

147th returned to camp, scores of
their men were prostrate with ty-
phoid fever, pneumonia, dysentery
and other complaints from which
many never recovered. Forty-four
men died in camp within the next
two months. The colonel, four cap-
tains, and three of the lieutenants
resigned between January 25 and
February 4th. 3 These officers
came to the realization that they
were wholly unfit for military life
and the trying ordeals of actual
war. They were replaced by
younger men from the ranks.
Many soldiers apparently felt that
the appointed officers were fre-
quently inferior to many men in
the ranks. 4 This weeding out
process through resignation great-
ly improved the units.

The guard and fatigue duty con-
tinued while the unit was a part
of Paul’s Brigade, First Corps. On
April 3rd the regiment was trans-
ferred to the Second Brigade which
was commanded by General Cutler
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couraging intelligence’” that ‘‘the
Rebs were thicker than blackber-
ries beyond the hill,” Pioneers
were ordered to the front, fences
were thrown down and as the regi-
ment passed into the fields near
the Codori House. About this time
the order passed down the line,
“Forward, double-quick! Load at
will!”” This rapid forward mowve-
ment lasted for some time. How-
ever the road became so crowded
that a swift pace soon became im-
possible. Hall’s Battery of artillery
dashed past the regiment. The
regiment climbed a fence and
passed to the South of the Semin-
ary and plunged headlong over a
hill into a narrow valley between
the Seminary and the McPherson
Hceuse. The Fourteenth Brooklyn
and the Ninty-fifth New York Regi-
ments were moved to the front of
the McPherson House. Colcnel Mil-
ler having no orders, halted the
regiment near the garden fence of
the McPherson House and rode for-
ward for orders. Now the artillery
battery passed the regiment,
crossed the Chambersburg Pike
and went into position between the
road and the railroad cut. Lt. Col.
Miller returned and ordered the
men by the flank to the right at a
double-quick in rear of Hall’'s bat-
tery and were now in position on
the third ridge. The regiment
crossed the railroad bed and the
moment the left of the negiment
cleared it, the order came, “By the
left flank, guide centre” The regi-
ment was now in the line of bat-
tle moving toward the west. They
were moving through a wheat field
when the battle opened up on the
right. Enemy bullets were flying
thick and fast and wheat heads
fell rapidly as the harvest of death
continued. The regiment continued
to advance in the nodding wheat
until the left flank touched the rail-
road cut, The battle was now on in
all its fierceness. Lt. Col. Miller
received a head wound and his
frightened horse carried him from
the field.

The duty of command now fell on
Major George Harney, and the
battle continued. The firing of the
enemy in the immediate front
slackened but continued with new

fury on the right, Several of the

companies moved further to the
crest of the ridge and discovered
a line of Confederate skirminshers
on their front firing on Hall’s Bat-
tery. The regiment covered the ad-
vancing Rebels with fire while the
battery pulled out along the Cham-
bensburg Pike.

The battle was everywhere. First
on the right and then on the left,
the fight was fierce and hot. The
air was full of lead. The 147th was
supposed to have pulled out, how-
ever, the order was not received
and they stayed and fought and
died. Later, the division command-
er did get word to Major Harney
to retreat. In retreat, many men
got into the railroad cut. Here
many died and others were cap-
tured, some retreated through the
village. Major Harney assembled
what was left of the regiment on
the east slope of Seminary Ridge.
After filling their canteens the regi-
ment fought with Paul’s Brigade
in an attack on a Confederate
Brigade. The shelling was too se-
vere and the order came to re-
treat. Roll was called in the ceme-
tery among the tombstones. The
loss had been staggering yet the
regiment was to see two more days
of the same kind of fighting.

The Confederates made a fierce
evening attack on Culp’s Hill and
the 147th was hurried to the right
and down the hill to reinforce
Green’s Brigade, Twelfth Corps.
Here they were engaged for over
three hours and remained with
Green’s Brigade during the next
day. The Confederates assualted
the lines in wave after wave. The
147th continued to successfully re-
pulse the many desperate attacks
made on that part of the line. Just
to give an idea of the intensity of
the battle, it was estimated that
by ten A. M., every man and of-
ficer had fired over 200 rounds of
ammunition. The numerous Rebel
soldiers lying out in front showed
the effect of their marksmanship.
This part of the fighting at Gettys-
burg has never been officially rec-
ognized, because in the conﬁusiop
and desperate struggle to conduct
the battle, no official report was
turned in. Perhaps it 'was felt that

little if any portion of the regiment












balls whistled over the ravine like
hail. Soon the Rebels came up each
side of the bank in large numbers
and we had to throw down our
arms ‘and surrender our selves up
to them as their prisoners. We was
then marched to the rear for a dis-
tance of one or two miles and put
under guard. Well that was the
first time that ever I was put under
guard. When they marched the
prisoners all back that had been
taken in this first engagement I
found there was about 60 from our

regt. that was prisoners. There
were Horace Cheever, Chester
Drake, Christopher Avery, Ben-

jamin Baker and myself. Baker
was shot through the arm. James
Darrow belonging to Com. G was
prisoner with us. OQur Lieut. of our
Co. Commanding our Co. was
either Kkilled or wounded. Corporal
Halsey of Mexico shot dead. Mar-
tin Richardson of Palermo killed.
Henry Mayo Kkilled of Palermo.
Jack Church of Palermo was
wounded also Jabe Spaulding of
New Haven wounded. All of these
was from our Co. Co. F some
others both Killed and wounded
that I .did not learn their names.
When we was in battle I did not
look rournd much to see who was
shot or who was wounded. The
balls would buzz by my ears like
bees. I experted every minute some
of them would hit me but as good
luck would have they did not. I did
not get so much as a scratch. A
good many of the boys of our regt.
that are prisoners are wounded
some slightly. The rest of the
Scriba boys besides Jim Darrow I
do not know anything about but I
did not hear as they were hurt.

There was also a Sergt. of our
Co. by the name of Wm. Edmonds
badly wounded. One of our assist-
ant surgeons of our Regt. Dr. Still-
man was taken prisoner but they
won’t keep him on acct. of his be-
ing a doctor. I heard, I expect it
is true, that our Lieut. Col. Com’d.
the Regt. Miller of Oswego was
killed. Our Major Harney was shot
through the arm and it had to be
taken off. Major Gen. Reynolds
commanding our corps was wound-
ed soon after the fight commenced

mortally so that he died in a little
while. While our Rgt. lost a great

many men Killed and wounded in
the first days fight. When we went
into the fight we was over 400
strong, and I know well enough
that the Regt. must be reduced
more than half what they have
been in, since the first day I know
nothing about. We was taken pris-
oners about 10 o’clock I should
think in the forenoon.

I saw a number of Rebel Gen-
erals after I was taken prisoner. I
saw old Gen. Lee, Gen. Longstreet,
also Gen. James Lane. Lee is a
smart looking old chap and is
grey as a rat. He wears a long
grey beard. The fight continued all
day the first of July where we fit
was south of Gettysburg. The Rebs
finally drove our men so they took
possesion of Gettysburg.

July 2nd: The Rebs dealt out
rations to us to day fresh beef and
a pound of flour apiece. They also
let us have their pots to boil our
meat and their bake kettles to
bake our dough after we had got
it wet up which we did with some
old dishes they furnished us with
we wet it up with cold water and
salt cnly and put it in the bake ket-
tles and baked it. After it was done
I took a biscuit cut it open I
thought to myself it would make
good whetstones but rather poor
bread. But we was hungry so we
ate it very well. We have been
used to getting some very nice
bread coming up through Md. and
Penn, The battle continued July
2nd all day. There are some 1500
or 1800 prisoners in the squad that
I am in and enough to make up the
no. 2500 or 4000 in another squad
and they are nearly all from the
first army corps. Our corps Iis
pretty well used up as it was in
the first engagement and lost so
many in killed and wounded and
such a large no. of prisoners taken
by the Rebels. Our Regt. fought
the 42nd Regt. Miss. Vols and
some of the 42nd boys that guarded
us after we was taken to the rear,
said they never saw a regt. stand
and fight any better than ours did.
The Rebs. are a tough looking set
of men but they have not much un:-
form. The clothes they have are
nearly all grey but all kinds of
grey some snuff color some have
caps some hats some straw some
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woolen all kinds. Their guns do not
look near as nice as ours., They
have a large amount of artillery.

July 3: The fight is still going
on today very hard. We saw a
great deal of their wounded as
they fell back to the rear near
where we were. There was terrible
heavy cannonading heard all day
the 2nd. We was parolled the 3rd
day of July, took oath not to take
up arms against the Confederate
States until we were properly ex-
changed as prisoners. Along in the
P. M. we were started on a march
under a flag of truce towards Car-
lisle to be delivered up to our
forces a distance of 20 miles or
more. We marched some 5 or 6
miles and stopped for the night.

July 4th: This morning we passed
through Benderville. Here the
people brought out plenty of good
victuals for us to eat which we
took in our hands and marched
along. We marched to within 8 or
9 miles of Carlisle and met a lot
of our cavalry. We was then de-
livered over to our forces. The
Rebel Guard which was a num-
ber of the 17th Va. Cavalry then
went back with their flag of truce.
Here came up a very hard rain or
thunder shower and lasted for 2
or 3 hours. Had Cheever, Chet,
Drake and myself humped up un-
der our rubber blankets side of
the fence but we got nicely soaked.
But that was no more than we was
used to. While we were with the
Rebs we was treated well as pris-
oners. We had the same kind of
rations as they have themselves.
They are a determined set and
have more confidence in their gen-
eral as a general thing than what
we do. Well some of the men went
into Carlisle on the night of the
4th. 1 stayed at Holleyville all
night some 5 or 6 miles from Car-
lisle.

July 5th: This morning we
started for Carlisle. On the road
we met Ret. after Regt. of N, Y.
Militia men out for 20 days. Ar-
rived in Carlisle about 11 o’clock.
Here the Rebs burnt the R. R.
bridge and destroyed some build-
ings but a short time ago. Got on
the cars and left Carlisle for Har-
risburg at 12 o’clock noon arrived
in Harrisburg at 1 o’clock stayed

there for % an hour. We are now
to be sent to West Chester to go in-
to Parole Camp. Left Harrisburg
half past 1 o’clock passed through
Middletown. Halted at Banebridge
passed through Marietta. Halted at
Columbia. Halted at Lancaster
passed through Leaman Place and
also Christiania. Halted at Parkes-
burg passed through Steamboat.
We arrived at West Chester at 8%
o’clock P. M. This is a large and
splendid town and about 30 miles
from Philadelphia. The wounded
was stopped in town where they
was well cared for while we went
up to Parole Camp about % mile
from the Depot. It is on an old fair
ground and makes a fine camp.
We have good news from the Bat-
tle ground. Our forces are whip-
ping and driving Lee. He is retreat-
ing as fast as he can. We think it
will be almost impossible for him
to cross the Potomac as it is very
high and we have destroyed his
pontoons. I will send you to days
Phil. Inquirer which is full of news.
There was a telegraph dispatch
came into town today that Vicks-
burg surrendered to Gen. Grant
July 4th. If so things look very en-
couraging. You need not direct any
more letters to the Regt. till T tell
you to as I would not get them. Di-
rect your next to my name West
Chester, Chester Co. Penn. I want
you to answer this letter as soon
as possible to let me know how you
are getting along. I kept my knap-
sack, tent and rubber blanket and
have it now. Horace Chet, and my-
self tent together. There is a little
prospect of our having a chance to
get furloughs to go home when we
get camp organized etc. If so I
shall get one if possible and come
home. I send my best respects to
you all, to all of the neighbors and
to the boys in the shop. Tell them
that I have been in one big fight
and that we gave the Johnny Rebs
as we call them the best the shop
afforded. Write soon if but a few
lines and write all the news. This
is all at present.
Your Truly
Francis M. Pease

(The Oswego Daily Palladium re-
printed this letter on April 11, 1898
with following caption: “He Fought
At Gettysburg, A Letter That Was
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PROGRAM

‘Presiding ................... ... ..... THE HONORABLE THAD L. COLLUM
Regent of The University of the State of New York
Raising of National Colors
Color Guard from Division 3—86 New York Naval Milita
Singing of ‘“‘“The Star Spangled Banner”
Invocation .................. .. ... ... . ... ... THE REV. HAROLD J. QUINN
Greetings by—
VINCENT A. CORSALL
Mayor of the City of Oswego
EWALD B. NYQUIST
Deputy Commissioner of Education
New York State Education Department
THOMAS A. CLOUTIER
Member of the Board of Managers, Oswego County Historical Society
Remarks—BRIGADIER GENERAL CHARLES G. STEVENSON
- The Adjutant General, New York State
Vice Chief of Staff to the Governor
BRIGADIER T. E. D’O. SNOW, OBE, CD
Commander, Eastern Ontario Area
Department of National Defense, Canada
Introduction of Honored Guests........................... REGENT COLLUM
Dirill—
Exhibition of the use of Civil War Arms
108th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment
Rochester, New York

Address—
“Arms, a Port and a Prontier”

ALBERT B. COREY
State Historian
New York State Education Department
Formal Opening of Fort Ontario to the Public

Barbara Jean Murabito, Winner, First Prize
Oswego County Year of History Essay Contest

Richard Millis, Winner, Second Prize
Oswego County Year of History Essay Contest

Benedietion ........... ...l THE REV. DAVID JONES
Rector, Church of the Evangelist (Episcopal), Oswego

Music through the courtesy of the Oswego Federation of Musicians Band
POOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0O0OOOOOOOCOOOOOOOVNOOOOOOOOS

FORT ONTARIO

Oswego, New York
July 19, 1959
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Arms, A Fort and a Frontier

An address at the formal opening of Fort Ontario, July 19, 1959
~ (by Albert B. Corey, State Historian)

Three years after Fort Ontario
was turned over to the United
States. Lieutenant Nanning John
Visscher who was in command of
the fort wrote to Major General
Alexander Hamilton, the Inspector
General, “I need not observe that
this is one of the great keys to the
United States, and perhaps of more
importance than is generally suppos-
ed; it is in my opinion more than
Niagara”. He continued to say that
if it is ‘“‘to be inhabited any longer,
it will be absolutely necessary that
it should undergo some repairs, it
is indeed in a very defenseless
state’’. He was concerned about a
report that the post was to be ev-
acuated because that would ‘re-
tard the settlement of the country
in this quarter”.

Visscher’s statement about the im-
portance of Fort Ontario is to be
interpreted in terms of the geogra-
phic location of the fort; in terms
of the western trade in which furs
and Indians played an important
part; and in terms of international
rivalries first between the French
and the English and later between
the United States, Great Britain
and Canada.

It must be remembered that prior
to 1763 an immense struggle took
place between the English and the
French for the control of the cont-
inent. Intent upon controlling the
St. Lawrence valley and the interior
the French built a line of forts from
Quebec to New Orleans. Among
these forts were Frontenac at King-
ston (Ontario) and Niagara where
that river flows into Lake Ontario.
to counterbalance these the English
built three forts at Oswego in order
to cut the French fur trade with
the west, and to direct it to Albany
and New York and in order to estab-
lish an out post for defense and
for attack against the French.

The first fort at Oswego, whose
location is marked by a metal
plaque, was built in 1727 as a
counterfoil for the French post at

Niagara which was built in the same
year. Known os Fort Oswego, it was
buttressed by Fort George which
was established on the hill a half
mile to the west. It was not until
1775, when increased tensions be-
tween the English and French were
about to break out in the French
and Indian War, that the English
built Fort Ontario on the east bank
of the river where it empties into
the lake. A contemporary descrip-
tion which appeared in the “Gentle-
man’s Magazine” in London in 1775
says:

“The fort is 800 feet in circum-
ference and will command the har-
bour; it is built of logs from 20 to
30 inches thick; the wall is 14 feet
high and is encompassed by a ditch
14 feet broad and 10 feet deep; it
is to contain barracks for 200 men.
A hospital and another barracks
were also building”.

The second barracks were never
completed.

With the beginning of the French
and Indian War in 1756, the French
adopted a plan to destroy every
British fort on the frontier. Accord-
ing to the standards of the day the
three forts at Oswego were well gar-
risoned and defended but they were
no match for the well organized,
well supplied, and superbly led army
that descended on them in Aug-
ust 1756 under the command of
Marquis de Montcalm. Casualties
were not large but the French did
take 1700 prisoners, 100 of whom
were wantonly massacred by the
Indians attached to Montcalm’s
forces. The three forts were utterly
destroyed.

The French, however, greatly
overextended themselves in the
next three years. The English, on
their side, under the incomparable
leadership of William Pitt, built up
their military and naval resources
and launched an attack which drove
the French from the Great Lakes
and the St. Lawrence. Although the
English did not perfect plans to
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“Uncle Dave” Hamer, Gold Digger,
Filibuster and Story Teller

(Presented by Nannette Hamer, October 20, 1959)

Uncle Dave Hamer was my
great uncle, my grandfather hav-
ing been his older brother. He died
in 1910 at the age of 77, leaving be-
hind him a fascinating legend of
adventure and tall tales that may
not have been so tall as they
seemed to the stay-at-home, poorly
educated and little read members
of his generation. It must be ad-
mitted, however, that Uncle Dave
was a born story teller and prob-
ably didn’t let a few unimportant
details stand in the way of a good
story. X

Be that as it may, he claimed
adventures as a 49er in Californ-
ia’s gold rush days, during which
he knew Kit Carson, fought the
Indians and served as a vigilante,
following this up with an enlist-
ment as a filibuster with William
Walker in his ill-fated expedition
against Nicaragua in 1856, and fin-
ishing up with service all through
the Civil War. After that he set-
tled down on a backwoods farm
in the town of Boylston and had
a family of 13 children, five, all
girls, by his first wife; four boys
an four girls by the second.

To start with, the Hamers were
Welchmen., Uncle Dave and my
grandfather were sons of David
Hamer, Senior, who was born in
1806 in Radnorshire, South Wales
and left the Old Country for Ameri-
ca in 1832 with his young wife of
abgout a year. Charlotte Evans. The
voyage to New York took them 43
days, after which they travelad by
boat up the Hudson River to Al-
bany and then by the Erie Canal
into the Mohawk Valley. They set-
tled at about the present town of
Frankfort in Herkimer County
where my great grandfather be-
came a charcoal burner. The fam-
ily later moved to the Town of
Sandy Creek.

David Lewis Hamer, their sec-
ond child, was born on the second
day of October 1833 in the old Bel-

linger tavern on the Erie Canal,
near the present village of Mo-
hawk, He grew up on his father’s
small farm in the hills near Frank-
fort Center. As so often the case
with a stern, unyielding father and
a reckless, headstrong boy, two
personalities, probably much alike,
clashed from the start and Dave,
after a quarrel with his father,
slipped out of his bedroom window
one night when he was 16 and ran
away from home,

He made his way to New York
by catching rides at night on the
railroad and attempted to sign a-
board a sailing vessel bound for
the Isthmus of Panama. There was
then of course no way for ships
to cross the Isthmus as there is
now by the Panama Canal. The
usual sea route to California at
that time was by sea from New
York to San Juan del Norte
(Greytown), Nicaragua on the At-
lantic side and then by way of the
San Juan River to Lake Nicara-
gua, and then overland from Vi:-
gin Bay to San Juan del Sur and
Bretto on the Pacific side, where
the ships from San Francisco dis-
charged and took on passengers
and cargo. The Atlantic side of this
traffic was controlled by a corpor-
ation called the Transit Company,
of which Commodore Vanderbilt
of New York was the chief spirit;
a San Francisco firm controlled
the Pacific end. The Transit Comp-
any was under contract to pay the
Nicaraguan government $10,000 a
ytear and a percentage of the prof-
its.

So as soon as he got to New
York Uncle Dave tried to sign a-
boaird a ship bound for the Isthmus
of Panama, but he made the mis-
take of telling the truth when
asked his age and the captain said
he was too young for the job. The
next time he tried, Uncle Dave ad-
ded on the necessary years, and
being big and strong for his age,
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take care of the sick and the
wounded in any proper manner,
and many died who with proper
care would have recovered, and I

think it is safe to say that not
half that went over there ever
returned.

Some of our best men in the
Civil War learned their lessons
here, but it must be admitted

that most of them were on the
Souther'a side. These were the
bravest and most reckless men
that ever lived; men who would
give their life any time to save
that of a friend in peril, and seem-
ed not to have the slightest fear of
death. I was in the Civil War, but
I believe that it at the end of that
war, 35,000 of the best and brav-
est Union or Confederate soldiers
were picked out, and 1,000 of such
men as lie beneath the orange trees
of Nicaragua faced them; I feel
certain that the thousand would
have scattered and utterly routed
the five thousand in an hour. All
science fails on men who rush
to victory or death; where every
shot finds a victim.

After the loss of the greater part
of his force, Walker reached the
coast and surrendered to the Eng-
lish, where they were all paroled
and sent to the States.

He organized several other ex-
peditions to Nicaragua, which were
promptly broken up. The last one
was in 1860, just before the Civil
War, when eluding American war
vessels on the coast, Walker
landed a force in Honduras. The
British captured him and turned
Walker and his offcers over to the
Houndurans, who shot them, and
so ended the career of the noted
buccaneer and filibuster.

It may be well to state here
that I was with Anderson at Gran-
ada when he determined to try to
join Walker at Rivas. He called us
all into line and told us of the con-
dition we were in and that there
was no hope of life if captured by
the Spaniards. He proposed that
we cut our way out that night
and join Walker at Rivas, and to
this we all agreed. We were to
start at two o’clock.

However, at dark, six of us on
guard at the wharf thought it

would be best to swim the arm
of the lake, get outside the enemy’s
lines and go down the lake and the
San Juan River to Graytown on
the Atlantic, well knowng that if
we got there we would be safe.
We stripped off our clothing, and
tied this in a small bundle in our
shirt with the sleeves tied around
our necks. We were to swim low
so as not to splash the water as
that would be sure to attract the
attention of the alligators that were
very numerous in those tropical
waters and said to be very dang-
erous. The distance to the point
was said to be a mile, and I
think it was.

I started first, the others following.
I was nearly exhausted before rea-
ching the shore, but by swimming
on my back, and so resting, I finally
reached the shore, and in a short
time a sailor from New Bedford,,
Mass., one of our men, joined me
and we waited until morning, but
hearing nothing of the others, gave
them up for lost and we never knew
whether they turned back, were
drowned, or were eaten by the
alligators. Until after midnight we
could hear the sharp reports of the
rifles of our comrades and their
pursuers on their way to Riras and
we envied them then as we thought
hundred and eighty miles from the
Atlantic, with the enemy on all sides
of us and no arms, only those that
nature had provided, and no food
except that which grew in the tro-
pical climate.

We concealed ourselves through
the day, and finding some wild bana-
nas and sweet oranges, we did not
suffer from hunger. We were busy
during the day fitting ourselves with
good clubs for protection against
alligators nd other wild creatures.
The sailor had a good sheath knife,
such as sailors carry, and I had a
good stilletto, taken from a Span-
iard who did not want it any longer,
Living on wild fruits during the day
and traveling at night, swimming
many arms or bays of the lake and
wading creeks, we got along much
better than we expected. We had
several encounters with the alli-
gators and soon found that one good
blow on the head or mose with our
clubs would put them out of busi-

— b5l .













































