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July 11th, 1776

In Congress July 11th, 1776

The Congress are so fully persuaded of the necessity of protecting 
the frontiers of New York from the incursions of the enemy, that they 
recommend that business to General Schuyler’s immediate attention, 
and direct that if the situation of affairs will admit of it, he take proper 
steps for erecting a fort at Oswego, and building gallies on Lake 
Ontario, and pursue such other measures as my be best fitted to 
answer the views of Congress. 

That posts be taken and forts erected at Presque Isle, Le Beuf, and 
Kittanning; and that a battalion be raised to erect and garrison the 
same. 

That the commissioners of Indian affairs in the middle department be 
directed to inquire what naval force on Lake Erie will be necessary to 
secure to the United States the command of the navigation of that 
lake; and report the result of their inquiry as soon as possible to 
Congress.

This to be kept as secret as the nature of the service will admit.

By order of Congress, 
John Hancock ____
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