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Carrie Dietz
A conversation between
Dr. Judith Wellman and Carrie Dietz 1975-76

Carrie Dietz Oral History
W: Okay, when were you
born?
D: Well, I couldn’t tell you
that. If you want the exact
date telephone St. Mary’s
Church in Oswego. I was
christened there when I was
two or three days old, and
John Scott and Mary
Murray stood up for me, and
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my record is there. They
have a big books, every
Catholic
Church does,
everybody that was
christened they write the
day they are there and how
old you are.
W: Then your record is up
in St. Mary’s.
D: St. Mary’s Church,
Oswego. My father was
Captain Scott. He used to
run steamboats and tugs
down the river.
W: Okay, what did your
mother do?
D: She died while we were
young. Her name was
Flora Green. When we

were young we
were always in
a convent. See,
we went there
when we were
about eight years old and I
stayed until I was about 18. St.
Vi n c e n t D e P a u l w a s i n
Syracuse.
W: Did you have any brothers
or sisters?
D: Oh, yes. I had three sisters
and one brother, but I suppose
they’re all dead now.
W: Do you know if you are
Irish or English?
D: Irish. I was Irish and his
father and mother was born
right in Ireland.

Above: This is not Carrie Dietz,
but rather a photo from The Rise
and Fall of the Victorian Servant,
Pamela Horn, St. Martin’s Press,
New York, 1975.
NOTE: This presentation is
adapted from the work created:
©1986, Oswego County Historical
Society. Developed by Gretchen
Sullivan Sorin, Dr. Judith Wellman,
and the OCHS staff. Funded by
the New York State Council on the
Arts, Price Chopper Supermarkets
and the Oswego County Historical
Society.

Carrie Dietz – Oral History
A conversation between
Dr. Judith Wellman and Carrie Dietz 1975-76
W: Okay, when were you born?
D: Well, I couldn’t tell you that. If you want the exact date
telephone St. Mary’s Church in Oswego. I was christened
there when I was two or three days old, and John Scott and
Mary Murray stood up for me, and my record is there. They
have a big books, every Catholic Church does, everybody
that was christened they write the day they are there and how
old you are.
W: Then your record is up in St. Mary’s.
D: St. Mary’s Church, Oswego. My father was Captain Scott.
He used to run steamboats and tugs down the river.
W: Okay, what did your mother do?
D: She died while we were young. Her name was Flora
Green. When we were young we were always in a convent.
See, we went there when we were about eight years old and I
stayed until I was about 18. St. Vincent DePaul was in
Syracuse.
W: Did you have any brothers or sisters?
D: Oh, yes. I had three sisters and one brother, but I suppose
they’re all dead now.
W: Do you know if you are Irish or English?
D: Irish. I was Irish and his father and mother was born right
in Ireland.

The oral history of Carrie Dietz was done in 1975-76 by Heidi Kromphardt, Stephen
Wapen, and Judy Wellman, when Carrie Dietz was about 100 years old. Copies of tapes
and full transcripts are available from the Oswego County Oral History Project, Special
Collections, Penfield Library, State University of New York, Oswego, 13126.

The oral history of Carrie Dietz was done in 1975-76 by Heidi
Kromphardt, Stephen Wapen, and Judy Wellman, when
Carrie Dietz was about 100 years old. Copies of tapes and
full transcripts are available from the Oswego County Oral
History Project, Special Collections, Penfield Library, State
University of New York, Oswego, 13126.

Carrie Dietz Questions
1.Who was Carrie Dietz’ father?
2.Where were her parents born?
3.What did her father do for a living?
4.How did the people down the river benefit
when lumber washed overboard?
5.What was Carrie Dietz’ mother’s name?
6.What did Carrie’s grandparents do?
St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church
http://www.oswego-history.com/historicoswego-pictures/

An Oral History:

Carrie Dietz

“My father was Captain William Scott. His father and mother were born
right in Ireland. He used to run the tugs, the Niagara first, and then he
sold that and got a bigger one. A tug goes out and brings in vessels, you
know. Don’t you remember years ago? My father ran this big tug and the
vessels come in all loaded with lumber, and he’d go out after it and bring
it in. Whatever lumber was washed overboard, the people that lived down
on the flats could have it. They had enough to build nice barns and
garages. They would get a rowboat, and they’d go out and bring it in.
Years ago that was, down on the flats you know.
“My mother was Flora Green. Her father was Steve Green. He used to
work around the city, gardens. He was a gardener. My mother’s mother
was born in Ireland. She had a little brogue, you know. I remember
because she died when I was young, but they never spoke the Irish
words.”
Questions for further research and discussion:
1. How many tug boats operated in the Oswego Harbor during the mid
1800’s?
2. What types of cargo would be transported to the Oswego Harbor via
boat?
3. Where would the cargo eventually go after it left the harbor? How
did people transport the newly arrived cargo from the harbor?
4. What types of goods were shipped FROM Oswego Harbor? Where
would they be transported to?
5. What does a “brogue” sound like?

An Oral History:
Carrie Dietz’ Father...

Carrie Dietz

W: What was your name?
D: Scott, Carrie Scott. My father was Captain William Scott. He used to
run the tugs, the Niagara first, and then he sold that and got a bigger one.
A tug goes out and brings in vessels, you know. Don’t you remember
years ago? Now they ship it all by freight and train, but years ago my
father run this big tug and the vessels come in all loaded with lumber,
and he’d go out after it and bring it in. Whatever lumber was washed
overboard, the people that lived down on the flats could have it.
W: No kidding!

Tugs in Oswego Harbor http://www.oswegohistory.com/historic-oswego-pictures/

The Daily Palladium, October 22, 1903, page 5

The oral history of Carrie Dietz was done in 1975-76 by Heidi Kromphardt, Stephen Wapen, and Judy
Wellman, when Carrie Dietz was about 100 years old. Copies of tapes and full transcripts are available
from the Oswego County Oral History Project, Special Collections, Penfield Library, State University of
New York, Oswego, 13126.

An Oral History:

Carrie Dietz

“Many a ride I had out to the old lighthouse and went
up there to sit. My father would make us sit down on
the tug, because if we didn’t he said that the fish will
grab you, and they won’t even chew you. They’ll just
swallow you whole. Well, we’d sit down, just like a
kitten would, not even stir, and we’d go in the
lighthouse. You got to climb up four big flights of stairs.
And they’re straight, like that. “The steps are free”, one
of them would holler. Up we’d go. Then coming down
we didn’t’ walk. We’d sit on the steps and slide down.
We’d get a bump on the backside every time. We’d
come home with our drawers and skirts black as tar. My
mother would say “Where were you, to that lighthouse
again?” She’d take the stick and give us a couple of
wallops to the backside. We paid no attention to that,
you know. We were gone again the next week! Oh, you
don’t know what fun we had in our younger days. That
was fun for us. The lighthouse had a great big bell, and
it used to ring right on time. If we wanted to set our
clock, we’d wait until noon. It would strike twelve
times.”

Above: The Oswego Daily
Palladium, May 22, 1857,
page 3

Oswego Harbor inner break wall and light house

http://www.oswego-history.com/historic-oswego-pictures/

The oral history of Carrie Dietz was done in 1975-76 by Heidi Kromphardt, Stephen Wapen, and Judy Wellman, when Carrie Dietz was about 100 years old. Copies of tapes
and full transcripts are available from the Oswego County Oral History Project, Special Collections, Penfield Library, State University of New York, Oswego, 13126.

U.S. Census, Oswego, 1880
1. How old was Carrie in 1880? What year was she born?
2. How many people were in Carrie’s family?
3. What was Carrie’s father’s name?
4. What did he do for a living?
5. What do you think was the relationship between
William Scott and Joseph Scott?
6. Who was the youngest member of the Scott family?
How old was that person at the time of the census?
7. Who were Carrie’s siblings in 1880?

The oral history of Carrie Dietz was done in 1975-76 by Heidi Kromphardt, Stephen Wapen, and Judy Wellman, when Carrie Dietz was about 100 years old. Copies of tapes
and full transcripts are available from the Oswego County Oral History Project, Special Collections, Penfield Library, State University of New York, Oswego, 13126.

Carrie Dietz
An Oral History Interview
Oral history is a record of things that happened in the
past told by someone who remembered them. In 1975
Carrie Dietz, who was almost 100 years old, talked about
cleaning houses in Oswego in the 1800’s. How was
house cleaning different years ago?

Johnston Bro's
(3092862769).jpg
Wikimedia Commons
This image is in the public
domain in the United States
because it was published or
registered with the US
Copyright Office before
January 1, 1923.

1. What were some of Carrie Dietz’s jobs?
2. How much money was she paid per hour?
3. What cleaning equipment was hard to get and expensive
at that time?
4. How is the way Carrie Dietz washed her windows
different from the way windows are washed today?
5. Is Carrie Dietz describing how she cleaned her own
house or someone else’s?
6. Who do you think cleaned Carrie Dietz’s house?

Carrie Dietz: “Years ago the people that could
afford it didn’t have carpets or rugs on their
floors. Was hardwood floors. They were scrubbed
once a week. Take a big bar of soap and rub it on
your brush. Scrub a square path and wipe that.
Move over and do the other…
“I went to work by the day, cleaning house.
A dollar for ten hours work. Wash and scrub the
floors. Wash and iron, wash windows…Put a little
alcohol in the water. Oh, they shine beautiful. And
a sponge if you can get a hold of one. Sponges
are awfully dear. If you can’t, get a nice soft piece
of towel…you ain’t got to have no soap or soap
suds and oh your windows will shine.”
Interviewed by Dr. Judy Wellman with
Carrie Dietz, 1975.

The oral history of Carrie Dietz was done in 1975-76 by Heidi Kromphardt, Stephen Wapen, and Judy Wellman, when Carrie Dietz was about 100 years old. Copies of tapes
and full transcripts are available from the Oswego County Oral History Project, Special Collections, Penfield Library, State University of New York, Oswego, 13126.

Women at Work in the 1800’s
In her oral history, Carrie Dietz talks about washing clothes. She had no washing machine and got up at 4 o’clock in the morning to start the
laundry. To get clothes clean, she rubbed them on a washboard in a tub of suds, then rinsed them twice. NOTE: These images are not of Carrie
Dietz.
English: Woman
handwashing clothes on
the veranda of a house,
1902-1904 Young woman
washing clothes by hand in
a wooden basin on a
washstand with a
washboard and
wringer.This image is of
Australian origin and is
now in the public domain
because its term of
copyright has
expired. .https://
commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/
File:StateLibQld_1_70375
_Woman_handwashing_cl
othes_on_the_veranda_of
_a_house,_1902-1904.jpg

Photographer: Frank Meadow Sutcliffe, Two women washing
clothes, c. 1905

1. What equipment are the women using to wash clothes? How do the women use this equipment?
2. If you were one of these women, what do you think you might be talking about as you wash clothes?
3. Compare this method to today’s method of washing clothes. How has it changed?
The oral history of Carrie Dietz was done in 1975-76 by Heidi Kromphardt, Stephen Wapen, and Judy Wellman, when Carrie Dietz was about 100 years old. Copies of tapes
and full transcripts are available from the Oswego County Oral History Project, Special Collections, Penfield Library, State University of New York, Oswego, 13126.
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Notes from interviews:
(m. 1894) Carrie and Harry Dietz
! !
!I
!
George Dietz (deceased)
!
!
I!
I
!
Richard
Harry
!
I
!
Carol
!
I
(5/18/98) Jaclyn Scaccia (4th grade student, Mrs. Burgess’ class, ‘97-98
3/12/99: Richard Dietz works at Fitz Hugh Elementary as a second shift custodian
Notes from interviews:
Carrie and Mr. Sadler married 1894 or 1895
!
!
!
I
Mary Sadler Ensworth (4 children)
!
!
!
I
1 2! 3!
4= Francis Ensworth
I
Virginia Ensworth Perrone
!
I
Michael Perrone (Student of Beck’s ‘92-93)
*In her oral history, Carrie said she was 18 when she first got married. (1894?)
*Carrie was great, great, great grandmother of Michael Perrone

