Tudor E. Grant: Using Documents

©2017 OSWEGO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 135 EAST THIRD STREET OSWEGO, NY 13126

Use articles, city directories, and census entries to
discover more about Tudor E. Grant, a fugitive
slave who came to the city of Oswego and became

a well-respected barber.

Note: This series of activities expanded from the work by the Oswego County Historical Society and Judith

Wellman, in conjunction with the Oswego County Freedom Trail Commission, 1999.

Using articles, city directories,
census entries, and obituary
information are excellent resources
you can use to research a particular
person, his/her family, or even a
community. These resources can be
found in libraries, historical
e o, SOCIEti€s, or in a town or county

lawyer, admitted to the Suffolk Bar in 1847. No photograph of Tudor E. r e C O r d S d e p a rt m e nt .

Grant has been found. This image is in the public domain in the United
States because it was published (or registered with the US Copyright Office
before January 1, 1923.




Activity: Exploring Census Pages

I
r

n this activity, compare information found on the census
eports of 1850 with 1855 to discover any evidence that Tudor

E. Grant might be an escaped slave.

. Using the 1850 United States Census determine the answers to the following

questions:

Who lived with Tudor Grant in 18507

What is listed as his occupation? (job)

How old was Tudor Grant in 18507

When and where was he born?

Using the 1855 United States Census determine the answers to the following
questions:

Who lived with Tudor Grant according to the 1855 census?

According to the 1855 census, where was he born?

Why do you think he changed his place of birth on the 1855 census?

0.Why might a barber, like Tudor, be in a good position to hear news about

abolitionist activities and fugitive slaves?



1850 Census City of Oswego

SCHEDULE 1- Free inhabitants in City of Oswego in the County of Oswego State of New York enumerated by me, on the 25t
day of July 1850, H H Brown Ass’t Marshal.

Dwelling - Families The name of every person whose Color: White, Profession, Value of Place of Birth. Married Attended Persons
houses numbered usual places of abode on the first day black, or mulatto  Occupation, or  Property Naming the State, within School over 30
numbered in the order  of June, 1850, was in this family. (6) Trade of each Owned Territory, or Country the year. within the years of age
in the order of (3) Male Persons (8) (€)] ((10)] year. who cannot
of visitations. over 18 years (11) read or

visitations. (2) of age write.
(1) 7 (12)

29 43 Tudor Grant 50 M M Barber Md
Louisa “ 13 F “ NY
Sophia “ 12 “ “ “
? Corudia “ 6 “ “ “ /
Geo “ 3 M “ “
Flora Myers 65 F “ “

Frederick Williams 16 M “ Barber “




1855 Census City of Oswego

1. Population, CENSUS of the Inhabitants in the 3 Ward Election District, of the City of Oswego in the County of Oswego taken by
me, on the 5" day of July 1855.

Dwelling— Ofwhat Value Families The name of every person whose Color: Relation to head of In what Married Widowed Years in Profession,
houses material  (3) numbere usual places of abode on the first Whether the family county of (11) (12) residence Trade, or
numbered  built. din the day of June, was in this family. black, or (9) this State, or inthiscity  Occupation
in the (2) order of (5) mulatto in what or town (14)

order of their (8) other State (13)

visitations visitation. or Foreign
. (4) Country born
(1) (10)

550 Frame 1000 633 T.E. Grant 55 M M West / 23 Barber
Chester
Marie “ 50 F M Wife Maryland / 2
Sophia M “ 17 F M Child Oswego 17
c?.“ 11 F M “ Oswego 11
George F “ 8 M M “ Oswego 8

W.H. Watson 18 M M Boarder Chenango 4 Barber




1850 Census

The census was written by hand.

(._
Tudor Grant Entry Tudor Grant Enlargement



1855 Census

The census was written by hand.

(._
Tudor Grant Entry Tudor Grant Enlargement



Activity: Exploring City Directories

I
r

n this activity, compare information found on the census
eports of 1850 with 1855 to discover any evidence that Tudor

E. Grant might be an escaped slave.

. Using the 1850 United States Census determine the answers to the following

questions:

Who lived with Tudor Grant in 18507

What is listed as his occupation? (job)

How old was Tudor Grant in 18507

When and where was he born?

Using the 1855 United States Census determine the answers to the following
questions:

Who lived with Tudor Grant according to the 1855 census?

According to the 1855 census, where was he born?

Why do you think he changed his place of birth on the 1855 census?

0.Why might a barber, like Tudor, be in a good position to hear news about

abolitionist activities and fugitive slaves?



Oswego City Business and Oswego City Business and
Residence Directory 1852-53 Residence Directory 1854-55




Oswego City Business and Oswego City Business and
Residence Directory 1861 Residence Directory 1862-63




Activity: Reading a City Map

Using a city map of Oswego, locate where Tudor Grant lived and worked.
1851 Map of Oswego, NY

—

. Tudor Grant’s barber shop was located near the corner of West First and Cayuga Streets for many years
(1830°s — 1850’s). Locate the “Welland House” (hotel).

2. An 1835 advertisement for Tudor Grant’s shop stated that it was located at the “Old stand at black striped
pole opposite the Welland House, West Oswego”. Where do you think “opposite the Welland House”
would be?

3. The 1854 through 1857 Oswego City Directories list Tudor’s shop address as “basement of Welland House”.
Then in 1857, his shop is listed at “C. West First and Bridge”. What would the “C.” mean? Locate the
shop on the map.

4. In 1858, Tudor moved his barber shop and home to 26 West Seneca Street, between West First and West
Second Streets, on the North side of the street. Locate this shop.

5. Why do you think Tudor kept changing the location of his barber shop?

6. The locations of Tudor’s shops all had something in common. Can you tell what it was? Do you think he
selected these locations on purpose? Why?



Map ot Oswego, NY 1851



