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“A healthy, intelligent woman can do two things well,” says Beatrice
Forbes-Robertson Hale, who is to speak at Normal Hall next Thursday
evening. That is, she means that a woman can take care to two separate
and distinct activities in her life without neglecting either one. In other
words, women have both homes and careers. The career can be either
society or a profession, but not both. For woman is no mental or
physical juggler.
Beatrice Forbes-Robertson was an actress and now she is a lecturer
on woman suffrage and other things. She is a sister of Maxine Elliott,
also an actress. Everyone who reads dramatic news has read of her.
But only a few know her as Mrs. Swinburne hale know that she has a
lovely home. It is the kind of home which is pictured on the Christmas
cards, with lights shining through the windows onto the snow, and
diamond panes, and chintz curtains, and a hearth with a dog and a
pussy-cat in the fire glow, and babies upstairs, and a happy husband in
the offing, and a garden out back, and all the aroma of homeyness (sic)
floating in the air. It is the sort of home that makes you want to howl
like a dog on a moonlight night when you think of a boarding-house or
a hotel, even one as attractive as the Pontiac.
The suffragists in Oswego, under whose auspices Mrs. Hale speaks,
want people to know about this home and the two babies, as it all goes
to prove that the woman who keeps her profession after marriage and
lectures on votes for everyone doe not necessarily do so at the expense
of husband, home, or babies. The Oswego anti-suffragists, if there are
any, ought to take a look at Clemency and Rosemary the two Hale
babies, only four months old. One look at them proves they have not
been neglected. Rosemary wears a pink pin and Clemency a blue one,
just so that visitors can tell them apart, as they are both fat and rosy in
similar manner. Mrs. Hale says she can tell their cries apart, even when
she is way down in the kitchen.
Tickets for Beatrice Forbes-Robertson’s lecture on the 14th are on
sale at the Butler Pharmacy stores and at the Hennessey drug store as
well as by members of the Oswego Suffrage Club.
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Questions from the article:

Questions for further research
and discussion:

1. What two things can a healthy
and intelligent woman do
well?
2. Who made that statement?
3. Why did she make that
statement?
4. Where will she lecture?
5. Where can tickets be purchased?
6. What organization sponsored her
lecture?
7. Why were anti-suffragists
mentioned?

1. Who was Mrs. Hale?
2. Did she give any lectures prior to
getting married and having
children?
3. What brought her to Oswego?
4. Who were members of the
Oswego Suffrage Club?
5. What activities were promoted by
the Oswego Suffrage Club?
6. What other information can you
discover about the Oswego
Suffrage Club?

