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Preface
No apology would be needed at
any time for a study of the Civil
War as it is related to Oswego
County, New York. Long before
the concept of "total war" had
been formulated, Oswego County,
along with many others, had approximated this goal- I n the mustering of its manpower and the
over-all sacrifice of its citizenry,
there was little t h a t remained
undone- It was an effort, also,
which was sustained and intensified over the span of four long
years.
The Centennial of the Civil
War seems a n appropriate time
to gather up the scattered local
materials before they are further
dispersed and lost, and to use
them to tell the story of the warMy intention has been to see as
much of the war as possible
through the eyes of those who
lived through it, or in some
cases, just a part of it, but not to
overlook the perspective of a century.
The limited source materials
inevitably give emphasis to those
whose letters and diaries have
been preserved. Fortunately the
sources include accounts written
by both officers and men in the
ranks, and they are rather well
distributed over the nine different military detachments included in this study.
There is, of course, much
which cannot be included, and it
is my hope t h a t readers may be
stimulated to pursue the facets
of the war which may interest
them.
I am indebted to many people
for assistance in this project. I
a m grateful to the staff of the
Oswego Public Library and the
librarian of the Mexico Central
School for the many volumes of
newspapers which they made
available, and also to Anthony
Slosek for the documents which
he extracted from the archives of
the Oswego County Historical Society. The Oswego Palladium
Times and The Pulaski Democrat
opened their files to me.
Previous studies of the Civil
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War in Oswego County have been
almost indispensable, and I would
single out for special thanks Rodney E. Johnson, Joseph Nero, Edward Oram, Joseph Dewine, The
Rev. James Nicholson, Mrs. Stanley M. Gifford and John DemosI am indebted to Fred P- Wright
for his studies of Elmina Spencer
and Dr. Mary Walker, and to
Mrs. Ina Kirk Cooper Lane for
her assistance in the preparation
of the material on the Twelfth
Cavalry in which both her father,
Alonzo Cooper, and her mother,
Mary Cooper, were involved. I
am also grateful to Mrs. Frederick L- Stone for the use of family papers relating to Lt. and
Mrs. Edwin Poland.
Mrs. Frances Dann made the
Lansing Bristol papers available,
and Elizabeth Simpson supplied
the diaries of Leander Tuller and
Henry Wheeler, and furnished,
also, details on the Mexico area.
Mrs. David Russell permitted me
to use the Walter Stewart letters,
and Mrs- Arthur Hart provided
the Francis Pease diary. The
Oliver papers were made available by the generosity of Minnie
Oliver and her son Robert Oliver.
I would like to offer my thanks
to the veterans of the Civil War
who were most helpful in the
preservation
of the
records:
Major H- H. Lyman of the 147th;
Lt- Alonzo Cooper of the 12th
Cavalry; Colonel Wardwell Robinson of the 184th; Surgeon Carrington Macfarlane of the 81st,
and Captain Nelson Ames of the
First Artillery. I would offer the
same commendation to the Sons
and Daughters of VeteransI am grateful to the New York
Historical Association for permission to reproduce materials from
articles which I wrote for NEW
YORK HISTORY relating to Oswego and the Civil War.
Finally, I am indebted to the
Oswego County Historical Society
and the Oswego County Civil War
Centennial Committee for underwriting the costs of this publication.
Charles McCool Snyder

